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MAIL  V  INA. 


CHAP.  I. 

Adieu,  beloved  Earth! 
(acred  afylum  >^hich  contains  all  that  is 
dear^  to  my  heart!  Adieu,  precious 
remains  of  my  friend,  my  companion, 
my  fiftcr!  Thus  faid  the  forrowing  Mal- 
vina  de  Sorcy,  as  her  tears  fell  on  the 
tomb  of  her  beloved  friend,  whom  flic 
had  recently  loft. — Adieu,  dear  (hade! 
vhom  I  (ball  never  ceafe  to  regret;  the 
dcftiny  which  purfues  me,  now  tears 
IDC  from  the  melancholy  and  foothing 
confolation  of  daily  weeping  over  thy 

B  a/ftes. — 
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aflies. — I  am  going  far  from  this  fpot,  and 
ah  how  foon  will  the  briar  extend  its 
rude  branches  over  the  ftonc  which  co- 
vers thee,  and  in  a  little  time  will  even 
conceal  it  from  the  eye  of  friendfliip* 
I  am  going !  and  the  dear  remembrance 
of  thee  will  accompany  me  for  ever, 
while  the  frivolous  admirers  of  thy  youth 
"will  no  longer  remember  thy  exiftence.— 
Though  Heaven,  by  continuing  my  life, 
prevents  me  from  joining  the  deareftpart 
of  myfclf;  that  cruel  moment  which  fepa- 
rated  us,  will  never  be  effaced. — Ah !  I 
Ihall  continually  behold  that  Tweet  fmile, 
-with  which  you  endeavoured  to  confole 
tne; — and  that  laft  expreflive  look, 
which  penetrated  my  foul  as  ii  was  ar- 

refted  by  the^feal  of  death.  Madam, 

the  carriage  -is  ready,  faid  a  little  girl 
who  came  runniu:!,  and  interrupted  Mai- 
vina*s  melan-choly  foliloquy.  She  'Was 
followed  by  an  attendant.  Who,  obferving 
Malvina  on  her  knt^s  in  the  fnow,  and 
her  bofoin  touching  the  icy  ftone,  haftily 
^  exclaimed. 
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exclaimed,  Good  God,  m^dam!  are  you 
determined  to  die  on  the  tomlr  of  my 
lady?  It  is  a  mercy  from  Heaven  that 
you  are  obliged  to  leave  this  place! 
for  though  the  feafon  is  fo  fevere,  you 
cannot  refift  vifiting  this  tomb,  morn- 
ing and  evening. — Malvina  arofe  in 
filence,  without  attending  to  what  had 
been  Faid,  for  grief  in  fuch  a  mind  as 
{he  pofFefled,  withdraws  it  from  the 
world.  The  fituation  of  fuch  beings  is  as 
little  known  as  underftood,  and  but  few, 
very  few,  will  even  take  the  trouble 
to  devclope  them.  Ah,  how  few  arc 
there  which  can  even  comprehend  the  fi- 
lent  language  which  explains  the  forrows, 
on  which  fenfibility  banquets,  or  ever 
mark  its  liquid  elTence,  that  falls  in- 
voluntarily from  the  eye,  while  its  deep 
fource  is  enfhrined  in  the  heart. 

Malvina  deSorcy  was  a  French  woman, 
who  was  left  a  widow  at  five  and-twen- 
ty,  of  a  man  (he  had  never  loved. — As 
B  2  foon 


J 


4  MAL^VINA. 

ioon  as  (he  became  independent,  (he 
eagerly  embraced  the  iirft  moment  of  her 
liberty  to  unite  herfelf  once  more  to 
the  friend  of  her  infancy;  who  had  beeo 
narricd  fome  years  to  a  gentleman  ia 
ILngland — She  haftened  to  her,  and  for 
three  years  they  lived  together,  and  en- 
joyed the  charms  of  difinterefted  friend- 
fliip  :  whofe  fwect  and  Ibothing  influence 
mitigated  the  forrow,  which  the  depraved 
condu£l  of  Lady  Sheridan's  hiifband  oc- 
cafioncd  :  and  foftened  to  Malvina  the 
impo(fibility  of  returning  to  her  native 
country,  after  her  fo  long  refiding  in  Eng- 
land.— Some  friends,  however,  intimated 
to  her,  that  flie  mud  refolve  to  give  up 
her  friend,  or  reiign  her  fortune  in 
France. — She  inftantly  decided  in  favor 
of  her  friend  ;  and  this  facrifice  was  the 
fpontaneous  determination  of  her  heart; 
which  Lady  Sheridan  obferving,  thought 
it  her  duty  to  point  out  how  very  in- 
jurious this  difinterefted  condu£t  would 
prove   to   herfelfy  but  without  effe6t| 

and 


mivina  alone  never  could  be  per 
'«<kd  to  think  fo:  and  from  that  time 
tpoffclTed  no  other  fortune,  but  the 
»flchad  brought  with  her,  and  pW 
-a  banker;  and  which  produced  a 
flender  .ncome.      She  ^efigned  eve 

ryamufement  fv»i  table  to  her  age, 
/yexifted  in  the  pleafurc  of  feang 
fing  her  friend. 

-     *     4Viend«  felt  in- 

lofing  reAded,  without 

'  ''^''-^  ^  in  a  ftrange  lahd  : 
'  or  fr'^*^^*'  pearcd  too  great 
sfortunes      ^^^^^ftance  to  ag- 

"""'"""Ilieve.— Lady  Sheridan, 
o'^  ^  ^t»tained  leave  from  her 
ing,         ,  daughter,  who  was 

'  '^fl  moold  be  refigned  up  to 
rs  oicl,  vfVio  was  to  under- 

;  ot  xvA«»  eiion  of  "er  education. 
:  folc  d**'^  ^a.s  given  from  the 

promise       ^^^^^  j.^^  ^.^  j^^y^  j^^^ 

he  ^  3  rather 


)op  ^if  ftie  became  iiulependent,   fhc  ^ 
igerly  embraced  ilie  firfl  inomeiuofher  ^ 
berty  to  unite  herfclf  once  more  to  ^ 
le  friend  of  her  infancy;  who  had  beeo 
larricd  fome  years  to  a  gentleman  in 
Ingland — She  haftened  to  her,  and  for 
irec  years  they  liv^d  together,  and  en- 
Dyed  the  charms  of  difinterefted  friend- 
lip  :  whofe  fwect  and  Toothing  influence 
litigated  the  forrow,  which  the  depraved  ^^:*^ 
onduQ.  of  Lady  Sheridan's  hufband  oc- 
afioncd  :  and  foftened  to  Malvina  the  . 
npofGbility  of  returning  to  her  native  .^^i- 
ountry,  after  her  fo  long  refiding  in  Eng-  , 
and. — Some  friends,  however,  intimated  'iis 
0  her,  that  flie  muft  refolve  to  give  up 
er  friend,  or  refign  her   fortune  in 
Tancc. — She  inftantly  decided  in  favor  ''^<j 
►f  her  friend  ;  and  this  facrifice  was  the 
pontancous  determination  of  her  heart; 
irhich  Lady  Sheridan  obfcrving,  thought  S)^^ 
t  her  duty  to  point  out   how  very 
urious  this  difinterefted  conduCl  would  S( 
»rove   to   herfelfy  but  without  cffcSt^ 

and  \ 


v*#-r^      ^  A    too  g^"^ 

V^S--    ^ro-^<^  ''^ots  to  under- 

n^fox^nr--rtrv.::udy>o 
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6  MALVINA« 

rather  to  relieve  himfelf  from  a  duty 
which  might  in  the  flighteft  degree,  re- 
ftrain  him  from  his  ungovernable  love 
of  play,  and  diflipation. — Though  the 
prefence  of  Malvina  and  his  daughter 
could  not  prevent  the  fpeedy  re-union 
of  his  riotous  and  deba^uched  companions, 
yet',  at  times,  it  might  have  been  rather 
an  obftacle  to  their  frequent  meetings, 
as  Malvina  was  regarded  by  him  in  the 
light  of  a  cenfor. — For  that  reafonjhe  im- 
mediately informed  her  Ihe  muft  provide 
herfelf  with  another  abode. — Malvina, 
perfeflly  fatisfied  with  the  delightf  u  pri- 
vilege of  taking  with  her  the  child  of  her 
beloved  friend,  was  rejoiced  to  have  it 
in  her  power,  to  quit  a  houfe,  where  her 
feelings  were  (hocked,  on  beholding  the 
indecent  mirth  of  fuch  unthinking  beings, 
take  place  of  mourning,  and  which  fhe 
confidered,  and  deeply  felt  as  an  infult 
to  her  grief,  and  the  memory  of  her 
valued  friend, — While  (he  was  confider- 
ing  what  courfe  to  take,  confcious  that 

fhe 
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Ae  was  too  young  to  live  alone,  and 
likewife  that  her  fortune  would  not  per« 
mitber  to  takeahoufe;  at  the  fame  tiftie 
(he  was  perfcdly  afifured,  from  her  know- 
ledge of  the  chara£ler  of  Lord  Sheridan, 
that  (he  could  not  expe£l  much  from  him, 
towards  the  education  of  his  daughter; 
fhe  enjoyed  a  fecret  fatisfadion  in  the 
idea,  that  ihe  alone,  would  have  the 
pleafure  of  fupporting.and  educating  the 
child  of  her  Clara.. 

In  this  uncertainty,  fhe  refolved  to 
write  to  a  relation  of  her  mother's,  who 
reGded  in  the  north  of  Scotland ;  inform- 
ing her  of  her  fituation,  her  tafte  for 
retirement,  and  her  defire  of  her  refiding 
with  her,  on  the  ftipend  ihe  mentioned. 
Mrs.  Burton,  returned  her  an  anfwer, 
wherein  (he  accepted  her  propofal  with 
pleafure,  and  on  her  own  terms:  that 
having  long  been  negleCted  by  her  family, 
(he  (hould  rejoice  topunifti  their  negleft; 
and  though  fhe  had  frequently  been  the 
B  4  dupe 
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dupe  of  fuch  complairance,  it  (hoold 
never  prevent  her  from  confidering  il 
as  one  of  her  firft  pleafures;  if  (he  coukl 
be  ferviceable  to  her  fellow  creatures^or 
prote6l,  or  affid  her  relations* 

At  another  time,  Malvina  would  have 
thought  very  different  of  the  manner  in 
which  Mrs,  Burton  had  accepted  her 
requeft;  but  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  her 
mind,  the  grief  by  which  Ihc  wa*  ab- 
forbed,  did  not  permit  her  time  to  refleft 
on  it.  She  was  anxious  to  leaVe  a  houfe 
where  fhe  had  enjoyed  the  only  happy 
hours  of  her  life;  flic  muft  no  Icmger  fhed 
tears  over  the  cold  clay  which  covered 
the  remains  of  her  Clara.  She  mud  bid 
an  eternal  adieu  to  that  tomb,  which  was 
the  only  memento  that  remained  to  tell 
fhe  had  ontt  exifted. 

It  was  there,  (he  was  renewing  the 
vows  (he  made  of  devoting  her  life  to  the 
care  and  education  of  her  Fanny,  and  ne- 

ver 
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7CT  to  divide  her  affcQion  with  any  other 
object. — A   vow,  though  ra/h,  diflated 
by  the  fervor  of  an  exalted  frienddiip, 
%vhich  maternal  affefiion  received 
%ith  tranfport;  and  the  hcartFclt  fatis- 
fadion  of  having  fweetened  the  lad  mo- 
ments of  her  friend,  occafioned  Malvina 
to  renew  it  with  the  mod  pious  enthu- 
(iarm. — She  was  repeating  it,  when  Tom- 
kins,  her  maid,  came  to  fetch  her  from 
iVi^  tomb.    She  permitted  herfclf  to  be 
C  iuducied  in  filcnce  to  the  carriage  which 
was  waiting  for  them,  which  as  foon  as 
(he  had  entered,  her  tears  ceafcd  to  flow. 
— There  are  forrows  that    fink  fo  deep 
into  the  heart,  that  they  are  neither  to  be 
cxpreflcd  by  tears  or  complaints;  but 
whofc  deep  fourcc  filcntly  corrodes  life's 
vital  currcnu 

It  was  the  latter  end  of  the  month  of 
-Vovem ber.      The  trees  were  dcfpoiled 
of  their  decorations,  and  the  unjform 
oant/e  of  ^^^^^  covered  the  earth, 

^  5  pre  rented 
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prefented  to  the  eye  a  monotonous 
and  inanimate  pifiure  of  defolatioQ. 
The  extreme  cold,  kept  every  perfon 
under  their  own  roof,  the  roads  appeared 
deferted,  and  the  villages  as  they  pafTed, 
feemed  uninhabited. — The  birds  were 
(ilenl,  and  the  waters  at  reft  in  their  icy 
prifons. — The  bowlings  of  the  north 
winds  alone  interrupted  the  univerfal  (i- 
ience.  They  alone  informed  the  world, 
that  the  repofe  of  nature  was  npt  that  of 
death.  But  fuch  fcenes  were  pleafing  to 
Malvina,  they  were  in  fympaihy  with 
-her  grief — though  they  were  lefs  gloomy 
than  her  mourning,  and  lefs  melancholy 
than  her  foul. — Abforbed  by  a  train  of 
the  deepeft  refleftions,  her  eye  wandered 
over  every  fucceflive  fcene  without  fix- 
ing on  any  objeft. — Every  thing  became 
to  her  a  fource  of  afflifling  reflexions. 

Alas,  faid  Malvina,  mentally,  yet  a  few 
months,  and  all  nature  will  be  renovated; 
the  trees  will  recover  their  verdurej,  the 

flowers 
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flowers  their  perfume;  a,  Cictet  fire  ftiU 
circulates  in  thq  fap,  and  tbey  all  retain 
life— though  apparently  dead.  Ah,  how 
diflferent  is  the  grief-worn  mind!  which 
neither  the  .winter's  froft,,or  the  rofes 
bloom  can  alter;  Nature  can  effe£t  no 
change  in  me^  all  feems  immutable  in 
my  foul. 

Tonakins,  Peter  an  old  French  dome»- 
Uc,  and  the    little  Frances,   were  the 
companions  of  Malvina'^  journey.  .  She 
infilled  on  Peter's  gel  ting  into  the  car- 
riage, chufing  rather  to  retard  her  jour- 
ney i»  the-  dayi  than  permit  him  to  be 
expofed  te  -the-  fevere  cold. — Both  her 
attendants  were  fenfible  of  the  kindqefs 
^d  lituaiion  of  their  miftrefs :  heither  he 
or  Tomkins  offered  to  interrupt  the  fi- 
lence,  and  they  refpefted  her  too  much, 
to  attempt  confaling  her. — It  was  at  laft 
interrupted  by  little  Frances,  who,  when 
not  afleep^  a(ked  a  thoufand  artlefs  qucs- 
tioni  of  Malvina  and  the  .  gQ.od>  old  ferf 
B  6  vant. 
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vant.  Malvina  liilened  with  attention  to 
the  found  of  her  voice,  which  already 
refembled  her  mothers,  and  caufed  every 
fibre  of  M^lvina's  heart  to  thrill,  with 
painful  recolledions,  and  yet  produced 
the  only  pleafure  flie  was  capable  of 
feeling. 

After  a  journey  of  ten  days,  Malvina  ar- 
rived at  the  place  of  her  deftination,  in 

the  county  of  ,  which  feparates 

the  north  of  Scotland  from  the  ft>uth.~ 
The  caftle  of  Mrs.  Burton  was  fituated 
a  few  miles  from  ,  whofe  Gothic 

grandeur  was  increafed  by  the  lofty 
mountains  covered  with  fnowy  which 
towered  above  it;  the  immenfe  lake  of 
Tay  which  bathed  its  walls,  remlered  ici 
fituation  wildly  fublime. 

Malvina  fek  a  fecret  pleafure  «  (be 
fbnrcyedthc  country  of  her  favorite  bard^ 
Offian,  where  his  aame  was  yet  -remem* 
beicd  with  «  wild  eiithufiafm.~Pattial  to 

thofe 
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thofe  writings,  Ihe  fancied  (he  beheld 
the  form  of  her  loved  friend  in  the  mifts 
vhich  fur  rounded  ber.  The  wind  mur- 
nared  on  the  heath,  it  fecmed  as  if  the 
lhade  was  advancing;  fhe  liftened  to  the 
diftant  rufhing  of  the  torrent,  and  ima- 
gined (he  could  diftingui(h  the  groans  of 
her  friend.  Her  fickly  imagination  was 
filled  with  the  phantoms  which  had  once 
been;  and  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  coun- 
try  which  (he  had  travelled  through. 

Her  name,  which  was  the  fame  as  that 
of  the  daughter-in-law  of  OfTian,  fcemed 
to  fanQion  \he  intereft  which  (he  felt,  as  - 
(he  revolved  in  her  mind  the  pifture  of 
other  times  in  this  country,  though  faded 
by  the  touch  of  time. — It  was  not  how- 
ever to  be  imputed  as  a  fault  to  Malvina, 
feeling  in  thismaf^ner,  forpo(re(rmg  one  of 
thofe  ardent  and  exalted  minds  which  al- 
ways are  attraded  by  the  fublime  and  won- 
derful ;  and  wtio are  eveffeiklng  it,  'and 
too  often  lofc  dicfi^lv<$  wthe  piirfuir.^ 

Tender 
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Tender  an<J  melancholy  grief  ialotic 
:  feemedto  wijthjdr^Wih^r  mind,  and  tifurp 
it  emirely,T-Mn.  hjelr  happier  diy«, 
h?r  iinaginaU5>n  was  lively  ^and  bril- 
liant;  but  eyenhthen  ;  it  did  not  ap- 
pear  in  words — it  wait  the  heart  alone 
thatfpake.  :f;i:; 

•  'm')  •  ;  .  •  • 
Twas  near  nine  o'jclock  in  tke  evjening 
when  (he  arrived  at  Mrs.  Burton's;  a:ll 
nature  was  wrapped  in  filent  darknefs. 
The  poftillion  advanced  near  the  margin 
of  the  wide;  ditch  wbigh  furroupdied  .the 
caftle,  and  they  perperved  the  dra^-bridge 
was  already  drawn  pp.  Peter, .  uneafy 
that  his  miftrefs  (hould  be  kept  fo  late  in 
thefc  djinjjcrous  roads» .  haftily  .,fjjgbtfi4> 
to  endeavour  to  find  a  .paffage'to  the  walla. 
After  groping  fome  time  in  the  dark,  he 
found  a  narrow  foot  path  which  lead  to 
the  walls,, and  was  t^ftptnaied  by:a  fmali 
^2[te,  barricadoed  with  iron.  Heknockeii 
Tiolemtly,  without  effejE^,.  though  the  noifb 
. vhiqji .  ;Yras  i^choed  h^k^  reverberated 
.'.  !:r;.  from 
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from  mountain  to  mountain;  and  for  a 
moment  difturbed  the  profound  filence 
.which  reigned  around,  and  as  it  died 
away,  univerfal  ftillnefs  again  refumed 
its  empire.    He  exerted  all  his  ftrength 
to  mount  the  bars  of  the  gate,  and  catch- 
ing hold  of  fome  branches  of  ivy  which 
covered  it,  he  found,  a  rope,  which  he 
pulled  with  violence.     The  deep  and 
heavy  found  of  a  bell  to  which  it  belonged, 
Tcrounded  in  the  caftle,  and  feeraed  to 
put  all  within  in  motion:  they  foon  heard 
voices  calling,  and  anfwering,  and  could 
difiinguilh  lights  from  different  quarters, 
whofe  brightnefs  gleamed  on  ^he  fur- 
rounding  darknefs.    The  weight  of  the 
heavy  gates  groaned  on  their  hinges — the 
bridge  was  let  down,  and  Malvina's  car- 
riage rolled  into  the  court.   Mrs.  Burtopi 
waited  in  the  veftibute;  on  feeing  Mal- 
vina,  (he  appeared  much  Turprifed;  but 
quickly  recovering  herfelf,  Ihe  faid,  with 
much  politeneCi  and  affability,  that  a  long 
jounieyi undcrtakea  at  fuchafevere  time 
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of  the  feafon,  required  much  reft,  and 
that  (he  would  take  the  liberty  of  con- 
dufling  her  to  her  apartment,  before  Hie 
introduced  her  to  the  company  ^bo  wete 
at  prefent  in  the  caftle. 

As  this  was  exaBly  what  Malvina  moft 
defired,  fhe  followed  her  coufin  to  the 
chamber  which  was  appropriated  for  her. 
Mrs.  Burton  would  not  enter  into  conver* 
fation  with  her,  fearful  fhe  might  encreale 
her  fatigue,  and  after  having  made  htt 
take Tome  refrefliment,  (he  infified  on  her 
retiring  to  reft,  telling  her,  though  (he 
earneftly  wifhed  to  be  better  acquainted^ 
and  enjoy  the  pleafure  of  her  focietj, 
^et  (he  (hould  deprive  herfelf  of  that 
'fatisfaflion,  that  MaWina  might  devote  a 
-ffew  days  to  recover  from  her  fatigue. 

She  accompanied  tkofe  words  by  fixing 
ion  Malvina  a  look,  which  expr€(red  mu^ 
^tltieafijiefs ;  which  Matyina,  being  over- 
foii^reA  by  her  ow»  mefcmchdljr-^reiec- 

tionsi 
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uons,  did  not  obfcrve,  and  returned  her 
acknowledgments  to  Mrs.  Burton  for  the 
liberty  (he  fo  kindly  gave  her,  confcious^ 
that  for  fome  time,  general  converfation 
would  be  very  irkfome,  and  would  be  a 
punifhment  ihe  could  not  fupport.  As 
foon  as  (he  had  put  her  little  Frances  to 
bed,  fhe  wi(hed  h^r  coufin  a  good  night, 
nrhen,  perhaps,  from  the  fatigue  of  her 
journey,  and  the  continual  agitation  (he 
Wd  experienced  for  fome  inonth3,  a£led 
asafoporific  to  her  harrafled  mind,  and 
produced  a  few  hours  quiet  repofe« 
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Unhappy  Mai  vina !  •  Thou-  for 
fome  hours  mtyll  teafe  to  (xiStv;  (l^ep-has 
fpread  his  balmy  covering  over  thy  deep 
wound,  and  for  fome  moments  at  lead 
thou  may*ft  forget  thou  art  alone  in  the 
world*  But  if  it  is  true  that  dreams  are 
influenced  by  the  thoughts  of  the  day, 
then,  you  yet  are  miferable !  However, 
during  this  apparent  moment  of  peace,  I 
will  endeavour  to  give  a  flcctch  of  that 
admirable  woman,  whofe  mind,  qualities, 
and  figure,  formed  a  tout  enfemble  that 
can  only  belong  to  herfelf,  two  of  whom 
are  feldom,  if  ever,  found  in  the  world. 

But 


MALVINA.  tg 

But  can  I  do  her  jufticc  by  defcription? 
There  are  terms  for  bcauiy,  grace,  and 
wit;  but  for  that  undefinabie  charm 
^hich  penetrates,  fubdues,  and  capti vates, 
that  dwells  only  in  the  foul,  and  yet  gains 
the  love  and  attention  of  all,  even  to 
overlook  her  foibles;  how  can  I  deli- 
neate fucb  ?  It  is  not  by  faying  what  it  is, 
but  what  infpired  Malvina,  that  would 
pourtray  her.  It  is  not  the  eulogiums 
'•ttch  attend  the  mention  of  her  name, 
bur  the  emotion  with  which  it  was  pro- 
nounced, that  could  give  the  idea.  Thofc 
who  were  admitted  to  her  confidence, 
who  could  fee  and  hear  her,  can  alone 
feci  it,  and  muft  think  of  her  with  very 
different  fcntimcnts  from  every  other: 
though  the  captivating  charm  is  namelefs, 
for  that  which  pleafed  above  every  other 
ioher,  is  not  to  be  delineated. 

With  great  wit,  Ihc  poffelTcd  fomething 
fo  fuperior  to  it,  that  it  palTed  unregard- 
^<Ji  and  while  moft  women  are  fo  vain  of 

the 
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the  praife  which  is  laviflied  on  them^  on  ^ 
that  account,  Malviria  would  have  loft  ^ 
much,  if  her's  had  been  noticed.    I  do  , 
not  pretend  to  a  (Ten,  that  the  penfive 
Malvina  was   faultlefs,  but,  in  her,  it 
appeared  to  encreafe  her  attra£tions.    It  ^ 
was  no  particular  charm  or  quality  that 
was  remarkable  in  her,  for,  except  that 
uniform  goodnefs,  where  fo  many  virtues 
were  blended  and  united,  not  one  ap-  | 
peared  prominent  in  her  chara&er,  be*  j 
caufc  all  were  in  harmony.  '  , 

Malvina  poiTefled  that  innate  compTai- 
fance  which  politenefs  in  vain  endeavours 
to  imitate.    It  was  neither  from  eflFort  or 
defign,  but  becaufe  the  pleafure  of  others  ^ 
was  always  dearer  to  her  than  her  own.  ^ 
She  was  as  obliging  to  a  ftranger  as  a  ^ 
friend ;  it  was  only  in  the  receffes  of  the  - 
heart,  that  {he  cherifhed  and  retained  her  ^ 
affe6lion  for  thofe  (he  valued.  Thofe 
alone,  who  were  beloved  by  Malvina, 
knew  this,  and  the  extent  to  which  her 

ideas 
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idns  of  fricndfliip  were  raifed,  Thofc 
whom  Hie  favoured  witb  that  facicd  title^ 
migbi  truly  fay  they  were- beloved j  Ihc 
fett  mA  infyiteiklhflt  gifiulMi  feliiiiiiaiA 
titiitwiwfirii  rfdirr  li  iiiiiiii  irr  iinrtirlttirntt 
and  are  pcrfeQty  unfafhionable  in  the 
prefent  world;  but  fuch  were  Malvina'Si 
that  fbc  would  facriBce  both  life  and  fom. 


not  enlarge 


Gft  ber  bedevotence,  arid  kirnlfiefs)  for 
the  fiibjied  would  be  ifiexhauftible ;  nor 
cm  the  delight  Ihe  ex-perienced  in  being 
tbt  fecret  author  of  happin^f^  and  pros- 
perity to  others.  If  it  a  triith  thM  we 
were  endowed  with  virtues  by  the  Supreme 
Being,  to  ferve  as  a  light  to  dire6l  us  to 
knew,  and  approac4i  neairer  to  him ;  who 
ifcen  could  hate  more  coh^dence,  and 
fset  lb  deeply,  the  exiftence  df  a  God  and 
a  SfelViour,  Ms\v\nk¥  It  was  her  fincere 
piety  alene  which  mttd^'Titt*  regard  thJs 
life  ^Mlly,  as  it  gavfe  the  promife  of  a 
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Though  from  nature  endowed  with  t  \ 
tender,  and  even  a  paffionate  heart,  Mal-^i 
vina  had  never  loved.    Habituated  from^ 
her  infancy  to  live  with  her  friend,  in  the^ 
enjoyment  of  that  friendfhip,  (he  placed 
all  her  felicity,  and  never  felt  the  exia-'i^, 
tence  of  any  other  affedion.    Perhaps  a  ^ij 
ferious  palBon  might  have  convinced  her'^^^ 
of  her  error,  but  the  man  to  whom  (he  n 
had  been  united,  was  not  calculated  to 
infpire  fuch  a  one;  not  fo  much  from  the  ; 
difproportion  of  their  ages,  as  unconge-  s 
niality  of  chara£ler.   Malvina  derived  no 
advantage  from  the  ill-fuited  union,  yet  n 
it  evinced  the  fweetnefs  and  gentlenefs  of 
her  difpofition,  by  her  uniform  manner  ; 
of  fuftaining  it.    She  was  gratified,  by  : 
having  obtained  the  entire  confidence  of  . 
her  huCband;  for  though  her  beauty  had  ■ 
attracted  his  fenfes,  her  modefty  and  gen-  : 
tlcnefs  rivetied  his  afFcftion.  Timid| 
modcft,  even  wljen  noticed,  her  chafte 
eyes  often  caft  down,  Iqft  her  uncon^ 
fcious  that  (he  was  the  obje£t  of  univerfaj 

attention  r>[j 
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attention:  as  there  were  few  women  who 
farpafled  her  in  beauty^  there  was  not  one 
who  poflefled  fiipei iofr  .^rtue«  / 

Tkofe  who  had  fecretly  loved  her  dur^ 
ing  her  marriage,  as  foon  as  (he  was  at 
•libertyt  declaFed  themielves,  and  made 
her  very^advantageous  proppfals;  but  her 
jnind,  fatigued  by  fo,  long  a  tyranny, 
rather  fought  repofe  than  agitation.  She 
neither  wi(hed  or  de fired  any  other  feli- 
city than  what  friend(hip  afforded;  and 
Lady  Sheridan  was  the  fele3ed  of  her 
heart.  The  moment  flie  was  emancipated, 
file  flew  to  this  beloved  friend,  and  her 
being  unhappy^  (erved  to  augment  her 
tendernefs. — Ah,  who  that  has  beheld 
thofe  whom  they  love,  miferable,  or  fuf- 
fer  in  the  flightcft  jiegree,  but  what  muft 
have  felt  their  aff'eCtion  increare?  Thus 
had  Malvina  attained  her  twenty-fifth 
year  without  having  felt  the  power  of 
love  :  not  that  fhe  was  incapable  of  feel- 
ing it,  for  Ihe  was  tbc  foul  of  fcndbiliiy ; 
>  but 
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but  being  fo  long  a  ftranger  to  that  paffioiii 
fkeimaginedherrelf  invincible.^Alas  I  why 
was  it  not  permilted,  fhait  (he  Ibould  ever 
remain  ignorant ofits  undermining  power? 
She  faneted  that  i^ument  could  have  no 
efFeft  on  her,  and  had  refolvcd  to  rcfift 
Its  influence.  Forihe  had  promifed  to 
be  a  mother  to  her  little  Frances,  and  her 
whole  life  fhe  thought  fliould  be  devoted 
to  the  performance  of  this  duty ;  confe- 
quently,  every  thing  that  in  the  leaft  in- 
terfercdwithit,  flie  confidercd  as  a  crime  ! 
With  thi3  difpofition,  nothing  could  have 
been  more  eligible  to  her  than  the  retreat 
(he  had  chofen;  the  idea  of  living  remote 
from  the  world,  where  flie  might  freely 
indulge  her  forrows,  and  attend  to  her 
darling  charge,  had  fpread  a  foothing 
calm  over  her  agitated  foul. 
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A  MORS  PBRFECT  ACaUAIMTANCB  WITH  THK 
CHARACTERS. 

JLT  was  late  the  next  morning 
wJben  Malvina  arofe:  as  fooi»  as  (he  was. 
drefled,  fiie  looked  roiind  her  apartment, 
then. looking  from*  the  cafements,  (he  was 
enchanted  with  the  different  views  which 
they  prefented  of  natures  fcencry.    The . 
blue  lake^  obfcured  by  the  mifts  which 
were  flowly  rifing  from  its  bofom,  which 
prevented  the  eye  from  tracing' ifs  extent. 
On  one  iide,  mountains  covdred  with 
foirefts''of  black  firs,  whofe  towering  heads: 
bid  defiance  Co  the  fiuy  of  the  ftorte.; 

^  interfperfed 
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rfpcrfed  by  deep  glens,  in  the  bofom 
/hich  ruflied  impetuous  torrent,  whofe 
rfTant  roar  was  contrafted  by  the  filencc  * 
ch  reigned  at  the  foof  of  the  mouQ-  ^. 
s,  which  bordered  the  lake,  whofe 
I  was  laden  by  enormous  mafles  of 
lite,  piled  on  each  other,  without  the  ^. 
lied  veftigc  of  vegetation,  afforded  .j/:  H 
penfive  eye  the  image  of  chaos  and 
)lation  only.  ..'"^^i 

I'hile  Malvina  was  gazing  attentively^  -  ^. 
his  fcene,  fhe  was  interrupted  by  a  .  * 
:c  which  fcemed  in^erefted  in  her 
"arc.  On  turning  from  the  window^ 
perceived  Mrs.  Burton  in  the  moft 
ant  undrefsy  who  fmilingly  laid,  ah^ 
fair  cou(in,  you  muft  not  expe^  ,t0 

in  this  rude  clime,  the  over  fmiling  • 
ery  of  France.    It  is  there  only,  that 
re  difplays  all  her  beneficence;  hecef  ^ 
behold  onlyther  fevecity  and  jigout*  -/^ 
while  we  wait  for  the  feafon  whick  ..^t 

give  a  gayer  appearance  :to  our 

mountaini) 
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mounuinsy  I  bave  uken  care  to  provide 
you  with  views  by  the  beft  mafters  of  the 
Italian  and  Fioniflx  fchools.  In  my  opi- 
nion,  it  is  more  pleafing  to  contemplate 
the  (kiesof  luly  and  France,  in  painting, 
than  thofe  of  Scotland,  in  resdity.  Mal- 
vina  raifed  her  eyes,  and  beheld  many 
beautiful  pieces,  difpofed  with  much  tafte, 
on  the  green  paper  which  adorned  her 
cabinet.  Much  affefled  by  this  attention, 
and  attributing  it  to  Mrs.  B*s  goodnefs  of 
heart,  Oie  took  her  hand,  at  the  fame 
time,expre(Sng  to  her  con  (in,  her  grateful 
fenfe  of  her  kiBdnefs.  Tbefe  attentions 
inform  roe  what  you  are,  for  the  being 
who  can  be  fo  delicately  attentive  to  a 
ftranger,  muft  conftitute  the  happinefs 
of  all  around  her. 

That  at  leaft  is  what  I  afpire  to  do, 
replied  Mrs.  Burton,  and  has  been  the 
principal  inducement  which  prompted 
me  to  live  in  this  feclufion.  This  eftate 
being  a  lordihip^  has  therefore  a  number 
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of  vaflals ;  I  proteft  and  comfort  them, 
and  they  regard  me  as  the  arbiter  of 
their  d^fllny.  Maivina,  though  (he  ap* 
proved  this  arrangement,  which  Mrs.  B. 
defcribed  and  pronounced  with  no  fmall 
fliare  of  felf  complaifance ;  yet  (he  did 
not  feel  the  leaft  affeftcd  by  it,  and  fe- 
qretly  reproached  herfelf  for  not  being 
more  fenOble  of  Mrs.  B's.  merit.  Per- 
haps an  obferver  lefs  indulgent,  or  more 
enlightened,  might  have  thought,  that 
when  goodnefs  was  made  a  boaft,  inftcad 
of  being  feen  by  aflions,  it  may  be  honor- 
ed it  is  true,  but  it  never  can  be  properly 
felt. 

As  you  have  fo  kindly  permitted  mc 
(faid  Maivina)  to  pafs  fpmc  days  in  my 
apartment,  I  fhall  profit  by  your  obliging 
indulgence^  and  continue  alone,  far  from 
aworld,  Vhich  I  havQ  longfince  quitted. 
You  are  free,  pcrfefclly  at  liberty,  coulin, 
interrupted  Mrs.  B. — I  always  wifh  my 
friends  to  feel  ihemfelves  at  home  when 

with 
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witb  ihe,  and  the  more  at  their  eafe  I  obrerve 
them,  the  more  agreeable  it  will  be;  and  I 
certainly'fliati  not  make  you  an  cxceptioa 
to  this  general  rule.  I  will  not  a^'you  to 
accompany  me  into  the  faloon,  at  I  (hall 
have  for  fome  days  a  fociety  wbich  would 
only  fatigue  and  diftrefs  you^  rtiey  are 
young  people  who  are  aft  v«ry  gay  and 
noify. — ^But  when  we  afe^  eii-famille, 
I  muft  infill  on  your  going  down. 

MalvinabQwed,  and  her  coufin  left  her* 
during  feveral  days  flie  faw  very  little  of 
her,  nor  did  fhe  regret  the  lofs. — Misfor- 
tune had  elevated  and  increafcd  her  habi* 
tual  devotion,  and  this  difpofition  fo 
inherent  to  virtuous  and  fenfible  fouls, 
made  her  cherifh  folitude  with  enthufi- 
ifam— Solitude  has  ever  been  the  facred 
retreat  of  religion  in  all  ages  ;>  but  the 
good  Tomkins  did* not  like  to  fee  her 
miftrefs  perpetually  confined  .  to  her 
apartment. — It  appeared  to  hen  that  a 
little  diffipation  would  be  the  only  relief 
for  forrow^-  snd  /he  thought  it  very  un- 

kind 
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kind.in  Mrs.  B.  to  permit  her  coufin  to 
(it  weeping  alone,  when  there  was  fo 
much  gaity  in  the  faloon. — She  determin* 
ed  to  fpeak  to  MaWina  when  (he  took  in 
her  breakfaft. — Will  you  not  go  dowa 
ftairs  to  day,  madam  ?^  All  the  company 
depart  tomorrow,  and  if  I  might  prefume 
to  offer  my  advice,  I  think  you  would 
be  amufed  below  ? — Ah  1  my  good  Tom- 
kins,  you  too  well  know  that  I  am  not  diC 
pofed  for  amufcment.  But,  dear  madam, 
if  you  would  only  try,  beftdes  every  one 
wiflics  fa  much  to  fee  you. — But  I  am 
not  acquainted  with  any  of  the  perfons 
who  are  there.  That  is  of  little  confe- 
qnence;  they  have  heard  you  mentioned, 
and  are  impatient  to  fee  you. — ^They  have 
all  queftioned  me,  why  does  not  your 
lady  appear— ^Is  it  becaufe  (he  is  ill? 
Why  docs  (he  conceal  herfelf — Is  it  be- 
caufe (he  is  ugly  ?  And,  when  I  anfwered 
thisqueftion  \^ith  difdain,  it  redoubled 
their  curiofity. — And  do  you  imagine  1 
lhall  quit  my  retirement  to  pleafe  fuch 

beings? 
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being»?-^Ab9  faid  Iktle  Frances,  do  tell 
mama  who  tbat  prettjr'igentleman  is,  wha 
wiflica  more  than  any  body  to  fee  her ; 
who  played  with  me,  and  gave  me  fweet- 
meata.  That  is  Sir  Ednond  Burton,  re- 
fdiedTomkins,  the  nephew  of  Mrs.  B.  be 
is  as  handfofoe  as  an  angel,  and  fo  affable 
and  obliging  to  every  perfon:  it  is  true 
they  fay  he  is  a  very  great  libertine,  but 
1  know  nothing  of  the  matter,  as  I  pay 
BO  attention  to  the  idle  tittle  tattle  of 
fenranls.  You  are  perfedly  right,  replied 
kct  mtfireft,  .  avoid  thofe  converfations 
umuch  as  poffiUe,  if  you  wilh  to  live  in 
tranquillity ^My  coufin  appears  to  be  an 
excellent  woman,' and  as  to  that,  madam^ 
replied  Tomkins,  it  is  not  what  every 
one  here  fays;  for  I  have  already  heard 
fuch  things,  but  Heaven  preferve  me  from 
fpeaking  ill  of  my  neighbours.  I  only 
wilh  that  you,  madam,  would  confent  to 
amufe  yourfelf  a  little ;  when  I  obferve 
you  fo  often  weeping,  I  feel  as  if  I  vas 
ten  years  older.  My  good  Tomkins, 
^  4  gently 
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gently  replied  Malvina,  leav«-nie.  the 
choice  of  my  aroufements  t  deiire,  and 
reft  aflured,  that  I  experience  more  de- 
light in  my  folitude,  than  I  fhou-ld  any 
where  eife.  Tomkins  ihook  her  head 
without  conviflion,  but  not  daring  to 
urge  her  requeft  farther,  ihe  retired  in 
filence. 

Two  day  after  this  converfatton,  Mrs^ 
fent  to  inform  her  coufin  that  (he  (hould 
exped  the  pleafure  of  her  company  to 
take  breakfaft.  Though*  this  invitation 
was  rather  a  reftraint  *to^''Madvina^  (he 
could  not  refufe  it/  and-ion  her  going 
down,  (he  found  Mrs.  ^r^iw  the:  (alooo^ 
and  breakfaft  ready.  AcUft,  *'ihy  dcap 
Malvina  faid  (he,  all  my  vifitbrs  are 
departed,  and  I  can  now  enjoy  the  plea* 
furcof  your  company.  I  fear,  anfwered 
Malvina,  it  will  not  fuit  you,  and  you 
will  complain,  not  without  reafon,  if  you 
have  no  other  fociety  than  mine.  Why 
do  you  think fo,  coufin?  yoa  appear 

very 
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very  amiable !  I  am  never  entirely  alone, 
and  I  will  introduce  you  at  dinner  to 
tbofe  who  conftantly  refide  with  me :  but 
this  morning  I  have  referved  yoo  for  my* 
felf.     Malvina  felt   more  conftrained' 
than  gratified   by   this  attention.  She 
vifked  to  reply,    bat  not  having  any 
thing  to  entertain  her  cOufin  with,  (he 
was  fhocked  at  the  idea  of  a  converfation 
of  f6  many  hours  to  fupport,  and  this 
ides  augmented  the  difficulty.    In  this 
difpofition,  (he  was  feated  with  a  look  of 
forrow  near  the  fire,  before  a  table,  on 
which  was  ferved  a  profufion  of  delica- 
cies.— Mrs.  B.  did  not  afFeftedly  prefs 
her  to  eat,   but  only  recommended  what 
fte  thought  mod  agreeable,  and  endea- 
voured, by  her  gaify,  to  enliven  Malvina ; 
who  politely  acknowledged  her  kindncfs, 
tbdtfgh  fatigued  by  fo  much  attcvitiort. 
She  wooWharve  prefei'red  negletl  to  thofe 
officious  fervkrcs  which  did  not  permit 
her  a  mctoents  refpite;    Mrs.  B.  wifhed 
to  be  thought  very  poUfe  and  affeQionatCy 
^5  yet, 
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yet  her  natural  difpofition  could  n'ot  be 
concealed,  and  her  attentions  wanted 
that  interefting  cordiality  whifh  imme- 
diately places  every  one  at  their  eafe. 

Breakfaft  over,  and  the  converfation 
exhaufted,  Mrs.  B.  propofed  (hewing 
Malvina  the  caftle,  which  being  accepted, 
ihe  (irft  accompanied  her  to  a  faloon  ap- 
propriated for  mufic,  where  fhe  obferved 
a  variety  of  inftruments  of  the  mod  ele- 
gant kind.  From  thence,  they  proceeded 
to  a  fpacious  and  well  furnifhed  library, 
which  led  into  a  long  gallery  of  piflures  i 
this  was  kept  perfeftly  dry  and  warm  from 
flues,  which  were  branched  in  feveral 
directions,  and  united  in  one  large  ftove 
near  Mrs.  B's.  apartment,  over  which 
ihe  had  conftru6led  agreen-houfe,  where 
every  exotic  plant  and  flowers,  were  cul 
tivated  in  the  greateft  profufion. — Where 
liie  rofe,  orange,  and  hyacinth,  exhaled, 
their  perfumes  into  her  drefljng  room.—* 
This  litfie  fpot  had  the  walls  painted  in 

frefco^ 
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Grefco,  reprefeniing grove,  intermixed 
with  tufu  of  flowers,  fo  well  reprefented, 
that  you  might  imagine  you  were  in  the 
fields.  In  the  lower  part  of  this  gay 
aflemblage,  was  an  Ottoman,  placed  under 
an  alcove,  which  was  half  concealed  by 
a  crape  curtain,  and  feemed  formed  for 
the  repofe  of  voluptuoufnefs. 

Though  Malvina  had  always  been  ac* 
taftomed  to  affluence  in  her  own  coun- 
try, and  alfo  at  Lady  Sheridan's,  yet, 
never  had  the  reality  of  fuch  refined  lux- 
ury ftruck  her  fight.  It,  would  have 
feemed  incredible  even  at  Paris,  or  Lon- 
don:  what  then  mud  it  have  appeared 
when  ihe  beheld  fuch  luxury  in  the  north 
of  Scotland?  What,  thought  Malvina, 
miift  fuch  a  multiplicity  of  ornamentSj 
Vi4  the.  whole  of|  wh^t  I  have  feen,  have 
coftv  )>^fi<lcs  .  the;  continual  care  and  at* 
tention  (hey  require  ?  •  Malvina  thought 
lefs  than  half  qf  w.hat  h^d  b^en  expended 
lugre,  .would  b^ye  founded  a  femin^ry  or 
c6  bofpiu\j 
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hofpital;  as  in  fo  rude  a  place  it  would 
have  been  an  unexpe£led  bleffing  to  th^ 
poor.    This  ktxurious  retreat,  formed  a 
contraft  Vfhich  rather  (hocked  than  de- 
lighted a  refle£live  mind. — Malvina  was 
abforbed  by  thefe  ideas,  when  Mrs.  B. 
as  if  (he  had  penetrated  them,  faid,  my 
fair  coufin,  you  appear  furprifed  I  ob- 
ferve,  at  what  you  have  feen,  not  ex- 
peQing  fo  much  luxury  in  this  part  of  the 
world,  and  perhaps  condemn  me  for  hav- 
ing beftowed  fomuch  of  my  attention  on 
fuch things:  but, believe  me,  when  I  affure 
you  I  did  not  conftrufl  this  little  paradife^ 
till  I  had  founded  the  mod  ufeful  eflab- 
liftiments:  I  have  in  one  of  the  wings  of 
this  caftle,  a  fchool  for  children ;  an .  in- 
firmary  for  the  fick ;  and  a,  forge,  where 
utenfils  of  every  kind  are  made,  which  I 
diftribute  gratis  to  the  poor  inhabitanti 
of  my  eftate.    Aht  dear  coufin,  fard  Mal^ 
vina,  much  affe6led,  this  hideed  eom- 
penfates  for  the  too  great  elegance  of 
your  artificial  paradife.   We  deferve  to 
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poBcfs  ptcaftires  when  we  have  (irft  con- 
fidered  the  welfare  of  others.  But,  may 
I  hope  to  be  gratified  by  beholding  thefe 
admirable  inftitutions ;  here  I  may  un- 
doabtedly  praife  your  tafte;  but  it  h 
there  only  that  we  can  appreciate  it  to 
your  heart. 

Though  I  wilh  to  obli^  you,  replied 
Mrs.  B.  yet  it  is  a  rule  which  I  never 
tTtfptfs  on,  (and  which  I  have  made) 
never  to  Tifit  thofe  more  frequently  than 
firice  in  a  month;  I  (hould  be  fearful 
fhofe  who  fuperintend  them,  might  ar- 
rogate a  licence  to  themfelves  from  my 
example,  when  they  obferved  I  did  not 
abide  by  the  rules  which  I  had  defcribed; 
therefore,  we  will  wait  the  appointed  day. 
At  you  pleafe,  replied  Malvina,  fur- 
prized  ;  but  may  I  not  be  allowed  to  go 
Aere alone?  No,  my  dear,  I  muft  not 
W  deprired  of  the  gratificatron  of  attend- 
ing ybUj  as  it  ira  pleafurc  1  promifc  my- 
*  fclf^ 
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&lf,  and  you  will  oblige  me^  not  to  go 
without  me. 

Malvina  was  filent,  and  preiTed  it  no 
farther,  though  (he  could  make  no  par- 
ticular obje6tion  to  the  manners  and  con- 
verfation  of  Mrs.  B.  yet  {he  fdt  a  fecret 
diflike  towards  her,  which  fhe  could 
not  refift.  For  though  her  heart  was  fo 
ready  to  excufe  the  failings  of  others, 
yet  her  mind  was  endowed  with  an  in^ 
tuitive  power,  and  rapidity  of  ideas,  that 
could  penetrate  in  aa  inftant  into  the 
fccret  motives  of  thofe  who  convcrfed 
with  her,  before  thought  or  reflexion 
could  arife.  So  inftantaneous  is  the  im* 
predion  received,  that  (he  often  con- 
demned herfelf  for  tkefe  involuntary 
feelings,  yet  could  not  refift  their  influ* 
"  ence,  or  fubdue  them.  In  vain,  by  the 
force  of  reafon,  did,  (he  perfuade  herfelf 
of  the  injuftice  (he  mighty  be  guilty  of  ;^ 
but  the  feelings  of  her  ^eart  would  not 
yiclfl  to  her  reafon :  and  if  it  is  eaf^  to 

deceive 


deceive  our  judgmenty  it  is  not  poffibic 
to  overcome  inftind. 

As  {he  was^  leaving  Mrs.  Burton^  the 
latter  laid»  my  dear  Malvina,  I  fincerely 
vifltthat  you  would  confider  yourfelf  at 
home,  and  candidly  inform  me  if  you 
prefer  dining  in  your  own  apartment ;  for 
dioagh  it  may  appear  rather  lingular,  that 
flialinot  be  confidered;  as  my  only  wifh 
istoconform  to  whatever  may  contribute 
to  your  eafe  and  fatisfaBion.  Malvina 
was  almoft  tempted  to  accept  this  agree* 
able  propofal,  but  a  moments  reflexion 
convinced  her,  that,  as  (he  would  be 
obliged  to  give  a  portion  of  her  time  to 
gratify  her  coufin,  {he  determined  to 
thuie  the  hour  of  dinner,  as  the  mod 
convenient ;  and  acknowledging  the  po- 
lite attention  of  Mrs.  Burton,  faid,  fiie  was 
only  fearful  her  company  would  be  too 
melancholy,  and  a(Fe£l  the  natural  gaity 
of  her  party.  If  it  is  perfe&ly  agreeable 
toy^,  my  deu  Malvina,  I  am  fatisfied ; 
^  but 
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but  let  itbe  without  the  leaft  conftraint,or 
clfe  it  will  embitter  all  the  pleafure  I  en- 
joy in  your  fociety  ?  Befides,  why  fliould 
your  forrows  be  thought  difagreeable 
to  nie  ?  I  am  no  ftranger  to  grief ;  do 
not  then,  my  faircoufin,  be  fearful  of 
repofmg  your's  in  my  bofom;  I  have 
fufFered  futhcient,  to  feel  from  experience, 
what  forrows  fenfibiliiy  is  the  fource  of; 
therefore,  you  may  believe,  I  can  moft 
fincerely  fympathife  with  your's.  MaU 
vina  believed,  and  was  concerned  to 
hear  her  coulin  had  experienced  forrow; 
but  (he  felt  (at  the  fame  timej  that  it  was 
not  to  fuch  a  charafler  as  Mrs.  Bur- 
ton's, fhe  would  impart  hcfs. 
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Malvina  had  loft  her  friei^d,  that  (he  had 
fupported  a  long  converfaiion ;  fatigued 
by  dlfe  ietwiok,  fee  w«s  hiifryitygl  t6  her 
apanmeni,  whdnvin  turning  int6  the  gaU 
tery,  (he  was  faluted  by  a  man  who  ap« 
Reared  to  be  about  thirty  years  of  age^ 
vhofe  n<>ble  fig\!if6  Und  appear^hce  pour- 
irayed  the  gettdeman;  (he  (lightly  re- 
HMrhed  his  bdw;  and  proceeded,  Thii 
ptirftHi,  %^h6fe  name  was  Prior,  was  the 

only 
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only  one  in  the  caftle  who  had  not  ex- 
prefled  the  leaft  curioGty  to  fee  Malvin»« 
He  could  not^  however,  but  be  furprized 
at  the  fight  of  her :  the  uncommon  ex- 
preffion  of  her  penfive  countenance^ 
which  no  one  ever  beheld,  without  being 
interefted  in  her  favor.  When  (he  had 
paffed,  Mr.  Prior  looked  after  her  till  ihe 
turned  out  of  the  gallery  which  lead  to 
her  own  apartment;  he  ftopt  for  an  in* 
ftant,  and  could  not  help  dwelling  on  the 
idea  {hcinfpired,  and  experienced  a  fen- 
fation  of  pleafure,  in  being  under  the 
,  fame  roof  witk  fo  apparently  amiable  and 
interefting  a  being. 

Mr.  Prior  was  defcended  from  a  noble 
family  in  Scotland;  his  parents  having 
many  children,  and  only  a  flender  fortune, 
had  educated  him  for  the  profeilion  of  a 
clergyman,  which  perfedly  coincided 
with  his  wifbes;  being  paifionately  fond 
of  ftudy  and  polite  literature;  and  thia 
allowed  him  to  devote  bimfelf  to  his  fa- 
vourite 
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Tourice  purfuit.  But  this  was  not  the  bcft 
road  to  gain  preferment  in  the  world  : — 
feKifhnefs  and  dilEmulation  gain  far  iiifi« 
nitely  more  than  either  fine  abilities  ^or 
rc&itude  :  and  Mr.  Prior,  with  the  mod 
corre£i  principles — a  mind  highly  culti- 
vated, and  a  heart  and  morals,  the  moft 
pure,  could  not  gain  a  fituation  which 
vas  fufiicicnt  to  afford  him  a  maintenance. 
Chance,  however,  procured  him  the  ac« 
quaintance  of  Mrs.  Burton,  in  a  journey 
Ibe  made  to  Edinburgh.    She  liad  fenfe 
/ufficient  to  appreciate  the  merit  of  fuch 
a  being  as  Mr.  Prior;  and  flattered  with 
ihc  idea  of  gaining  a  man  of  noble  family 
to  refide  with  her,  fhe  made  him  the  offer 
of  being  chaplain  to  her  family,  at  the 
cadle,  with  a  falary  of  one  hundred  gui- 
neas per  annum.  Prejudiced  in  favour  of 
Mrs.  Burton,  from  her  affability  and  po- 
litencfs^  accompanied  by  the  delightful 
hope  of  dedicating  all  his  leifure  to  fludy, 
he  accepted  her  offer  with  rapture- 
Charmed  with  the  folitary  and  retired 
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'fituation  of  his  new  afyluni;  his  aftonifli- 
ment  on  beholding  the  luxuries  of  its 
interior,  exceeded  Malvina's;  and  the 
elegance  and  grandeur  of  this  caftle 
created  fufpicions  in  him,  which  cxperi* 
ence  foon  proved  were  not  without  foun« 
dation.  But  he  never  divulged  his 
opinion  of  Mrs«  Burton  to  any  perfon : 
Malvina  alone  may  have  the  power  of 
gaining  his  unlimited  confidence. 

'  When  Malvina  went  djwn  to  dinner* 
(he  found  in  the  faloon,  Mr.  Prior,  and 
two  ladies;  and  who,  on  entering,  regard'* 
ed  her  with  fcrutinizing  curiofity.  Mrs. 
B.  arofe,  and  met  her,  then  faid,  permit 
me,  my  dear  coufin,  to  introduce  you  to 
the  friends  of  my  retirement,  who  will 
be  delighted  by  the  acquifition  of  your 
cbmpany  ?  Firft,  I  will  prefent  Mr.  Prior, 
the  chaplain  of  my  caftle,  whofe  noble 
birth  is  his  Icaft  merit;  the  duties  he  fo 
kindly  performs  here,  are  infinitely  be- 
neath bis  abilities,  and  I  am  thankful  his 

Ul 
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ill  fcfltane  j^\qfW)ed  him  to  Civour  me,  by 
iCcepiAig  this  trifling  office^  This,  con- 
tinued  Mrs.  B.  turning  to  an  elderly  lady 
about  fifty,  is  Mrs.  Melmor,  an  old  friend 
of  my  mother's,  the  widow  of  a  maii  of 
quality,  who  was  ruined  by  ^  law-fuit; 
jhc  bas  coofented  to  partake  of  ipy  foli- 
lude,  with  berv  daughter,  whom  you 
obferve  with  her;  this  young  lady,  though 
only  feventeen,  is  very  accomplifhed^ 
and  her  talents  may  be  ferviceable  to 
your  little  orphan.  Malvina  replied  with 
much  fweetnefs,  that  ihe  (hould  be  de- 
lighted to  enjoy  the  pleafure  the  young 
lady's  accomplifhments  would  afford,  for, 
her  own  amufement;  but  would,  be  ex- 

•  tremely  forry  to  employ  pne  moment  of 
her\ime  in  the  painful  tafk  of  inftruQing. 
an  infant,  as  fuch  a  duty  ought  to  devolve 
entirely  on  the  mother.  3uj;,  if  J  ^m  not 
deceived.  Madam,  i0terrupte4  Mrs.  Mcl- 
mor,  this  young  lady  is  not  your  daughter?. 
No  madam,  replied  Mai vin%;^ppr^ir^qg 

!   ber  tears;  but  her  mi^^fortunes  have  ireivr 
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dered  her  dearer  to  me  than  a  daugTiter, , 
Ah !  I  underftand — her  mother  was  your 
friend,  and  you  have  adopted  this  lovely 
child  at  her  death.    I  entreat  you  not  to 
interrogate  my  coufln  on  this  delicate' 
fubjefi,  faid  Mrs.  B.  I  have  never  yet 
dared  to  mention  it;  I  am  but  too  fenfiblcj 
of  the  pain  it  would  infli3,  was  I  to 
touch  on  the  fource  of  thofe  wounds^  ' 
which  time  alone  can  ameliorate.  There' 
are  fuch  alfo,  faid  Malvina,  which  are' 
fo  deep,  that  even  the  wing  of  time  can 
have  no  influence  over  them;  they  are 
incurable.    Do  not  defpair  of  any  thing)  ' 
<iny  dear,  faid  Mrs.  B.  gently  kifling  her 
cheek,  we  (hall  fee  fome  day  what  my  ' 
zealous  friendfliip  for  you  can  accom-*^ 
plifh. 

During  this  converfation,  Mr.  Prior 
remained  filent,  and  had  been  engaged  in 
obferving  Malvina.  Her  pale  and  de- 
jefted  countenance  appeared  to  him  the 
moil  interefting  in  the  world,  each  fen*' 
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ttnce  that  ihe  uttered,  vibrated  to  bis 
heart;  and'he  wondered  how  it  was  pof- 
fible  any  one  could  wi(h  te  iRtenrnptthe 
fweet,  foft  tone^f  ber 'Voice.  *!c  recall- 
ed in  idea,'the*m6ft'intere(Ung<w4r«en  he 
had-feen^-bttt  not  one  could  be*  compared 
toMalvina.  ^Mifii  Melmor  was  tbe  firft 
vho  -perceived,  or  at  leaft  who  noticed, 
^die.«bftrafiion^f  4iis  mind*  i  am  much 
deceived,  fafd  flie,  if  tbe  melancholy  of 
Jilalvina  de  Sourcy  <has  not  already  at- 
itached  -Mr.  Prior;  and  I  believe  he 
(Coiild  at  this  moment  weep  with  her,  at 
i&efombre  idea  ^of  bis  future  misfortunes. 
What  then  will  be  feel  wben  (be  relates 
her  forrows  to  him  ? — And  why  !  do  you 
apprehend  that  I  am  ignorant  of  them, 
leplied  Mr.  Prior,  with  quicknefs?  Her 
ezpreffion,  her  air,  her  phyfiognomy;  are 
not  all  thefe  tbe  mod  eloquent  interpret- 
ers of  grief?  ,Ahl  if  the  unfortunate 
had  only  words  to  exprefs  the  language 
of  their  forrow^  they  would  never  be  un- 
derllood* 

Malvina 
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Malvina,  who  had  overheard  this  fliort 
converfation,   raifed  her  eyes  to  Mr. 
Prior,  with  an  exprcffion  of  approbation; 
(he  had  not  noticed,  him  before^  and  on 
obferving  him,  fhe  was  prepoflefled  iki^ 
his  favour.    His  phyfiognomy,  though; 
grave  and  fevere,,  at  onct  exprefled  good^i 
nefs,  and  an  uncomtnoo  (hare  of  fenfibt*" 
lity,  which  could  npt  efcape  the  peoetraU; 
ing  eye  of  Malvina..    To  difcdver  hiii- 
peculiar  chara&er,  Che  rauft  have  judged", 
from  her  own.    But  this,  Mifs  Melmor- 
could  never  have  difcerned,  even  if  fhe  bad 
pafled  her  life  with  Mr.  Prior.    During  , 
dinner,  (he  queftioned  Malvina  cojiceav^ 
Ing  the  various  amufemQnts  of  Loi)!cW<n:.  li. 
am  almoft  a  ftrangor  to  them,  fhe  replije^is 
as  Lady  Sheridan  never  frequented  anjPT 
pMblic  amufement,  except  to  pkafe  hpf  i 
Lord,  which  he  feldom  required;  4nd:^h 
never  went  without  hen    Ab,  m.y  Godl, 
replied  MiG^  Mclo^or,  how  was  it  poiTible^ 
fhe  cQuld^make  fo  meUt)cjvoly  a  ufetibfji 
her  liberty,  as  to  deprive  herfclf  pf  b)a1l[9|l^ 
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^flHic'  places,  and  every  other  amufe- 
'tait  ?  I  ackntowkdge  freely,  it  is  all  the 
Mcity>  1  kleffi^e.  BdieTC  me,  interrupted 
WrtjiiiHotii^k  is  poffible  to  relinquifii 
Hah  Very  '^rly ;  I  have  enjoyed  diem  in 
4ik  ihbft  unliihitfed  degrees;  in  ifiy  youth; 
I  have  been  fofrounded  with'^l  that  the 
Mil  imboiiftde^  fdf-love  could  wifii,  or 
txtfHitfi  f  1  ^withdrew  from  thefe*  illu- 
*fonS'tt^fboti^asr  V  experienced  thei^  etnpti- 
Vki.  ■  1  -left  tht  world  before  'I  Wks'leFt 
hj  it.  '  In  vain  did  its  alFaring  fctnes  en- 
deavour *  ta  '  iW:aW  me  to  its  fleeting 
pkafures ;  I  refolutely  refifted  every 
tcmpia^ion  and  perfuafion,  and  deter- 

tnecRo  confecrate  my  future  days  to  the 
il  enjoyment  of  benevolence  and  frienJ- 
ihip:  and  I  find  my  bappinefs  augmented, 
fince  I  have  perfevered  in  feeking  only 
real  pleafures,  which  my  prefent  life  can 
only  produce. 

Mrs.  Melmor  was  profufe  in  her  eulo* 
giums  on  the  {uperior  wifdom  of  her 
^''^^  ^  friend^ 
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friend*  .  M^Wv^a  t^o(ig|)t  them  fo  ^ 
4^agant,  that  (be  was  a  lofs^in-yvj 
manner  to  reply»  and  coioiinued,  j^jf 
.particularly  when  (be  ;obre^(vei4j  >i^X: 
exprcffion  of  Mr.  Ptior'a  jcpunt^jj^ii 
that  be  with  difficulty  fupprelTed  a  rfm: 
which  furprifed  hejc,  as  flie  bad  inwar 
applauded  her  coufin.  But  all  thefe  flo 
ing  images  of  the  mind  were  foon  robli 
rated  by  the  quick  return  of  the  mcL 
xhply /qcollcftions  which  corroded  1 
heart;  and. when  the  repall  was  conclud 
ibe  obtained  permiffion  to  retire. 


CHAP.  V. 
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MaLVINA,  not  having 
bpught  any  books  with  her,  went  one 
rning  to  requeft  her  coaiin*s  per* 
limpn  to  take  one  from  the  library^  My 
pel^Maid  Mrs.  B.  as  I  never  purchafe 
ly,  but  the  bed  editions,  I  have  made 
it  a  rule,  never  to  lend  them  to  my  own 
fex,  for  in  general  they  are  fo  carelefs  of 
them :  but  I  (hall  make  an  exception  in 
your  favor,  and  you  have  xhe  liberty  to 
feleQ  thofe  that  are  the  mod  agreeRbjle  to 
you«  Malvina  thanked  her,  without  be- 
ing gratified)  on  receiviD^  a  favor  fo  un« 

graciouny 
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gracioufly  conferred  ;  which  was  only  to 
enhance  the  obligation,  which  is  fome- 
times  more  mortifying  than  a  refufal. 

She  determined  to  benefit  by  this  very 
great  condefcenjion  as  feldom  as  polfible. 
She  went  to  the  library  on  returning  to 
her  chamber^  and  obferving  that  part 
which  contained  all  the  French  authors, 
Jhe  looked  at  them  as  the  friends  of  her 
youth.  It  was  with  Lady  Sheridaiuj|pt 
(he  had  fpent  the  fweeteft  momerti^of 
her  life.  She  wept  at  the  fight  of  1 
vorite  Montague,  her  imagination 
diately  tranfported  her  to  F 
under  the  paternal  roof,  where  ffl 
read  his  ECfay  on  Friendfliip.  SI 
her  beloved  Clara,  attentively  liftened  as 
lier father  read;  at  each  fentiment  that 
fpoke  to  the  heart,  their  eyes  met,  and 
feemed  to  cxprefs,  it  is  there  that  wc 
'jhaH  Jlh^ve  its  truth  :  but  their  timid  lips 
had  rfot  yet  ^ttcxed  this  in  language.  A 
/ecret delicacy^  ilk  natural  attendant-  of 
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inc  firft  fenfations  of  the  ft>ul|  rcferved 
US  ardour  in  the  recefics  of  their  hearts. 
Aftoniihed  and  delig^hted^  a^  their  reafon 
expanded,  nature  all  beautifuit  natillre 
appeared  more  fo  to  them,  when  they  to- 
gether admired  her  various  and  wonder- 
fail  produ&iom.  The  flowers  appeared 
more  brilliant  and  lovely,  when  they 
gathered  them  for  each  other-  Happy  in* 
iheir  affe&ions,  they  gave  t^emielves  lip 
without  controul,  to  the  delightful  fenfa- 
tic^  which  it  infpired,  without;  ^vefti- 
gatiAg  the  fource  of  the  felicity  they  en- 
jf^ied.  They  experienced  withoi^jt  inter- 
1,  all  the  innocent  delight  of  that 
age.  Friend(hip,  pure  and  inge* 
pofleffes  all  that  delicate  refer'vc, 
the  charms  that  attend  the  moSt 
refined  love.  Thefe  recoUe&ions  fuc- 
cceded  each  other  with  fucb  rapidity  in 
the  OQind  of  Malvina,  that  each,  as  it 
crofled  the  path  of  memory,  increafed  her 
fnelancholy,  and  touched  levcry  chord  o^ 
her  fenlible  heart.  Sh^  mpurnfuUy  .ej^at 
J>S  culatcd, 
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culated,  as  her  tear»  fell  in  profufiony 
Oh  !  thou  fir  ft  moments  of  my  exiftence^ 
tranfporting  moments,  though  fo  quickly 
yanilhedy  ever  to  be  regretted,  though  fa 
tranfient;  yet,  how  very  deep  are  the  tra* 
ces  in  the  region  of  memory,  and  never 
to  be  obliterated!  While  Ihe  was  yet 
fpeakiflg,  the -door  opened,  and  Mr.  Prior 
appeared  with  fome  books,  which  he 
brought  to  replace.  On  feeing  MaJvinS) 
he  bowed  refpcftfully,  and  drew  back^ 
with  an  intention  to  retire.  But  Malvina 
quickly  Vccollefling  herfelf,  made  a  moti« 
on  with  her  hand,  her  heart  being  too  full 
for  utterance ;  flie  only  faid  in  a  low  vo^Cj 
do  not  let  my  being  here  prevent 
entrance,  I  am  going.  Mr.  Priof 
ffrving  her  as  (he  pafTed  him,  with  he^** 
face  averted ;  joined  his  hands,  and  rais* 
ing  them,  exclaimed,  O- Heaven,  are  thefc 
Ihe  creatures  whom  thou'  chaftifeft. 
While  the  wicked  are  permitted  to  prof- 
per,  and  pofTefs  every  luxury,  and  even 
iqore  than  their  hearts  can  defire  ?  Affeft- 

cd 
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thifr iH'toltfiiury  extlamatfeliiv  MaU' 
ma  toniltd  to  Mi^  n4or,  <ls  ihe  wm  jiifl: 
^QUtiiig  the  library)  unA  her  eyes*  ftil> 
bathed  in  tears)^  Yes)  anfwered  flie,  I  have 
beeiii  am*  chaftifed  ;  yet-  I  flattered 
nyftlf  l- had' lived  ifinoeent,^  and  did  not 

IdefeiTved  fo  ferer^a  jpunHhment. 

^'B($  Mbt  mtntnur,  r^^lied  he,-  again  ft^ 
that  Bavng,  who  only  knows  what  is  beft 
fopuaj  '^Suppdicate  bis  mercy,  and  he 
Wtlilift«i4td,  and  coHifortyou;  for  He 
ibfidas  with!- the  humble   and  eohtriie 
IttMii  -Hei/i^vet  conceah  his  face  from 
Ae  (sYere  trials  of  the  affli£ted,  and  He 
dodfiym  Weal  their  wounds.    I  feel  and 
wbl^^)  faid  iMsrlvinai  that  you  are  both 
gMd«nd  cbmpaffionate,  and  that  your 
habit  has  nA  deceived  me,  when  I  ima- 
gined,- you  were  deftined  to  be  the  fup- 
pori  and  comfort  of  the  diftrefled,  and  a 
father  to  the  unhappy.    Ah !  replied  Mr. 
Prior,  if  I  conld  flatter  myfclf  with  fo 
pleafing  a  hope  as  that  of  contributing 
^4  in 
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in  the  leaft,-  tp  footh^.  ^ndi  oo^faUt  yOWt 
care  worn  mind^  ihat  day  aloDf^T^outd 
be  one  of  the  h^ppieft  of|  my  life.  I  (ball 
feem  in  your  eyes,  perhaps,  one  pf  the. 
weakeft  of  thofe  confided  to  your  qare» 
replied  Malvipa,  ]>ut  I  accept  with  grati- 
lude  your  pioii«  endeavours Ithicy  vinay[ 
probably  teach  me,  to  fupport  this  living 
death,  which  [ttms  to  have  kft;R^  alone 
in  the  world*.  ..It.  is  not  in  .mc: th»t. ycm 
will  find  it, .  faid  Mr.  Prior,  but  i^:^. 
fublime  recollediofi,  which  haf  JiM^n.  1^ 
only  confolation  oC  all;  Chrif^iakis,  ;vbi0i| 
is  the  hope  of  immoFUlity  ;  'tit^  atichor^of 
the  foul  in  this  tabernacle  of  duft,  ^fhcX6 
we  are  inceiTantly  endangered)  aHdj^ufs 
fetted  by  the  ftorms  of  pasffioQ^  £^Rh  Ul^ 
only  changing  our  earthly  dcweUing; 
deavour  to  detach  your  regards  as  ni[uch 
as  poflTible  from  thi&  vale  of  mifery.,  and 
elevate  them  to  that  fefting  place,  which 
was  not  conftrufled  by  the  hands  of  men.: 
but  which  will  continue  to  all  eternit/1 
and  there  continued  he,  (his  voice  fauft* 

cring 


viog  Urooi  fjrpipadiy  an4  fjeeling)  yoif 
yiU  agaio  tsmtp  Aiid*be  re-^niicd  to  your 

:  All  I  .  replied  Mdivina,  I  f<^eliogly  ao^ 
inpvkdge  youj  convfirff^iiop  is  a  confo^* 
\movt  .to  me  1 .  I .  certainly  never*  bad  a^ 
doMfatf  lhai  if  we  bad  b^«n  CTi^ed  for 
Ihil  life  only9-:C:od  would  ^iinve^  have 
Mde  :Ui  to  be  ^mkippy.   W^^en  I'  re4e£k' 
tlie  fublinie  date.  tO'  wbiiub  we  are 
deftiaed»(if  deferying)  9)y  . heart  .ce^fes  tp- 
WUiQQr ;  and  I«asa*overpowered  with  the 
4ae^eft  gratitude.    This  feqti^ent)  which 
fUA  bave  a^walMSDcdt-  I  ^fdl  ^xeilea  on^ 
«itb  iifeafure ;  Attd  4t«»  £|R<;er^lyT  g^^teful 
i(pr.;the.iatifi(a£lM>ja  your  i;wv^atioir^ai 
ffiacdediMt.  .  . 

'  .        1 . 

Malvina^  deligbted  in  havings  found  a- 
ftieiid;.wihoiXoul(iftiiilMft|in^  pjo^ 
miiSedffaecfittf;  mi^^h  pjeafuie  .in ;  the  j(poi* 
oty  rf  Mr.;PJior^a^uliwen^  Ao.^^nner  with 
aiore£{ptu£a&UMW>  She  fiMnd  Mss.  jMeU 
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mar  in  the  faloon,  feated  at  an  embroH 
dering  frame,  and  her  daughter,  reading  a 
pamphlet,  who,  as  Malvina  came  up  t9 
her,  hadily  clofed  it.  Well  Kitty,  faid 
her  mother,  fhall'  you  be  ready  to  give 
Mrs.  Burton  an  account  of  what  (he 
gave'you  to  read?  Certainly  mama,  and 
if  fhe  does  not  require  more  from  otberSf 
than  fhe  does  from  herfelf^  I  think  I  (halt 
deferve  fome  praife. — But  thofe  who 
wifli  all  for  themfelves,  never  have  any» 
to  beftow  on  others.  What  is  that  you 
fay,  Kitty  ?= — Vou  forget  whom  you  are 
fpeaking  before  ?  Indeed  mama,  I  do 
not  know  how  you  bear  continual  cone 
tradi^tioti,  but  as  to  my  (elf,  the  life  one 
leads  here)  and  the  letiures  I  am  con^ 
firained  to  hear,  renders  it  fo  tirefome^ 
that  I  cannot  any  longer  difguife  it. 

And  why  flioufd  you^  faid  Malvina? 
pleafure  and  gaity  are  the  concomitantr 
oFyour  agey  and  Mrs.  B.  is  too  jut)  to  be 
offended  at  your  little  inunnunngs»  If 


Ihe  muft  be  aftoniOied,  cried  Mifs  Mel* 
mor,  fpeaking  very  quick,  it  is  not  in  my 
power  to  leflen  her  furprife,  but,  can  fhe 
ever  forgive  the  unpardonable  fault  of 
my  being  difpleafed  in  her  houfe  ?  She 
is  already  but  too  willing  to  render  me 
the  objed  of  her  caprice,  and  more  fo, 
fince  Sir  Edmond  Burton  was  laft  here, 
becaiife  he  particularly  noticed  me.  Not 
that  I  value  the  preference  of  Sir  Edmond, 
as  I  well  know  what  an  inconftant  he  is; 
he  is  not  capable  of  loving  any  woman, 
as  he  pays  the  fame  attention,  and  the 
bmt  compnments  to  all,  that  he  docs  to 
rac.  But  was  he  even  to  become  other- 
wife,  which  I  do  not  think  poflible,  am  I  not 
perfcftly  certain,  that  Mrs.  Burton  would 
never  permit  her  nephew  to  make  any 
other  choice  than  the  perfon  whom  (he  has 
fcl^fted;  and  you  will  fee,  mama,  thsit  tile 
fortune  fhe  has  promifed  me,  will  be 
given  on  no  other  condition,  than  my 
marryincr  the  man  whom  (he  may  think  moft 
proper  for  me.    Her  mother  fcized  the 


6q 

firft  moment  fhc  ftopped  %o  breathe^  -by 
defiring  her  to  be  (il^m,  in  a  tone  at  once 
emphatic  and  commanding^  Be  CiipM$ 
Kitty,  and  learo  to  xefpe^  the  generous 
friend  whohas  given  an  afylum.  Ahl 
my  good  mama,  bow  wonderfully  fcrupu* 
lous  you  are  juft  now,  replied  her  giddy 
daughter,  have  I  not  heard  you  fay,  a 
thoufand  times  more  ?  .That  may  bi^,  fai4 
Mrs.  Melmor,  colouring  with  ang^,  jbut 
you  will  allow  I  knew  to  wl)om  ^wa$ 
fpeaking.  .  -{ 

I  hope,  madam,  faid  MaLyiqa,,£^ay^]^ 
you  do  not  fufpeft  thai.^  ihuU  make  an 
improper  uTe  of  what  I  h^vq  heard  ? :  4 
may  be  aftonifhed,  but  that  is  all.  I  be*^ 
lieve,  I  undoubtedly  t)elieve  you,  r6plie4 
Mrs.  Melmor,  much.  Jtoftcned :  a  perfoa 
who  poiTelTcs  fo  many  virtues,  cannot 
want  difcretion,— Yctj,.  I  wifh  to  break  my 
daughter  of  fpeaking  fo  freely  befoi;^ 
perfons  whom  fhc  docs  not  know; for yo)^ 
mull  be  fenlible  how  guarded  we  ought 


^^fcfr         WfliWlH^iiiii  of  tkife  fft^ 

wfaom  we  owe  every  th!n[;,  No^  madsini 
I  I  never  bjive  telt  thai  iealauon^  replied 

^mor  was  juft  gaingjtfi  ahfwei'y.'telieii.Mii^ 

gr€t  thai  I  ikave  loft  Jo  man^  pleaiing  ma# 
miktM  iC^f  ]rattr  cooipMiy  ^  but  I  .hope  at: 
Inrf^-Jr^waapixfont  iBi)iouE;reiDombsftmce> 
ttdf  QU>idnn^of  inef /£i^rydUi;doubt 
il^fCfilkti^ifo  AilfililaQiv  in  Ifaeific^^ 
iBiie  ipoffiblp  ^  '  iAre  i^ypu  I  ik>t  the  ibul 
|»  €U  ?   Thefe  flaiteidng  w€»rd»  obtakied 

if ieiMiiempfcilvQin  MMiuEil '  At  •this  ^mi 
iMsaiAiioir  aiiia^smtb/^  rdilf^raf 

bau^jia^ciu}aUed  MwJBuiton?  '  Alk 

iul  Oh! 
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Oh!  dear,  interrupted  Mifs  Melinor,  hotr 
can  you  have  the  patience  to  read  all 
thofe  dull  rhodomantades  ?  And  how  call 
you  beftow  fuch  aa  epithet  on  the  fublimi 
works,  which,  has  iimnortatired  the  name 
of  Offian^,  cried  Mr.  Prior?  Is  there 
fiKh  an  inftance  in  memory,  of  any  one, 
who,  in  the  midft  of  fuch  wild  mountains^ 
has  rendered  his  genius  fo  known: 
for  when  the  band'  of  defolating  time, 
lhall  have  deftroyed  every  other  veftige| 
they  will  remain  to  tell  the  tale  of  other 
times.  He  furely  may  be  termed  the  Son 
of  ancient  Caledonia,  iince  no  one  cm 
extinguifh  xhcfk  rays  of  glory  which  beam 
fromcheilluftriousfonof  Fingal  ?*  Are  yoU 
not  afraid^  What^  that  the  fpirit  of  the 
hills,  mounted  on  a  couifer  of  vapour^ 
iboruld  transfix  me  with  his  meteor  lance^ 
interrupted  Mifs  Melmor,  with  a  fatirica^ 
laugh*  No  really,  not  I  indeed^;  wbe4 
the  evening  draws  in,  and  the  Wind^  howl: 
trough  the. dark  foreft,.the  meteors,  rife 
from  the  bofosi  of  the  lake;  the  dog» 

bark 
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krir  in  the  lower  court ;  all  tliefe^  I  fup- 
pore,  denote  the  anger .  of  Offian,  whicif 
I  am  to  be  frightened  at. 

UiU  Kitty,  faid  Mn.  B.  with  fome 
haateur^  in  fjpeaking  of  fuch  works,  it  re- 
fairer  8  mind  capable  of  feeling  their 
beaotiet-;-  you  lilcewife  flioold  have  read 
■lach  more  of  ii'tfan^ou  haiTefbefore  yotk 
attempt  10  criticife.    In  vbat  cafe,  faid 
Mifs  Melmor,  in  a  whifper,  leaning  to» 
wards  Malvina,  Ihe  had  miich  better  not 
bf  any  thing.    Witboot  having  heard 
tUs,  Mrs,  Burton  was  (hocked*  at  the 
aOion;  and  Mrs;  Melmor,  who  obferved 
ifae  difpleafiire  of '£er  friend,  endeavoured 
to  foften  it^  by.accufing  ber  daughter  firfU 
I  have  fcequently  told  you,  my  dear  Mrs«r 
Barton,  tluN^our  uncommon  indulgence 
to  Rit^v:trould  .  produce  a^  bad  effed; 
bat  you  would  never  believe  me,  and  be- 
tween  ourfelves^if  your  complexion  and 
beauty^  could  permit  ua>co  fuppofe  it,  yoii 
would  \k  them^ft  libcly  to  be  taken  for 

kes 
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her  mother,  as  the  affedions  of  your 
heart  are  fp  lively  an4  generous.    It  U 
indeed  your  own  fault,  iny  dearNfr?*  Btt^T 
ton,  allow  me  to  fay  fo,  with  that  frank- 
nefs  which  i3  fo  natural  to  my  chara^r*. 
We  are  not  always  capable  of  controuling; 
our  feeliog3,^  my  dear,  replied  her  friea^y- 
ix  is  only  thofe  who  poffefs  excjuifite  feQ-»- 
iations,  that  do  not  wift  to  check  them». 
and  who  are  eveMhe.yidims  of  .their  ka^ 
fibility*. 

Bbes  Madame  de  Sorcy  know  t^i 
nork  we  are  fpeaking  of^  enquired  Mr^ 
BriorP  at  tthe  fame  time  prefentiog  hei^ 
the  collefiion  he  had  brought;   I  have 
xead  the  French  tranflation;    You  do  not. 
theaJ&aow  Oflian?;  You  would  not  kaow 
Um,  €vcn<  afosr  you.  had  read  ihat  of/ 
J^acpberfon,. nor. that  i  have  here :  if  di£4' 
ficultkft  ^  not  refiulfing.to  you,  :^pcriiuiii 
ibe  the  pleafurjs.  of  infttu^ing  yoa  in  tfaes: 
£rfe  language,  that  you  »ay^  .JBl\tn  ;ihe. 
fiDC  <  Wicathor  €OflgmiiciAi^  iveii  .the !  doi^ 

cendanta 


miteiitt  of  Mol*wiiy  QngilHDrtnpIoii&of 
ikii  fadiert,  htall  th^piirtiy  ofithdir  lia-i 
ore  language.  Malvmar  wtepied  this 
propofal  with  inisite  pleafure.;  Mrs« 
Barton  aUa  faid,  flie  fliovM  be  very  hap- 
ff'lo  takie  feme  kffonvand  would. them 
fiMelkkiiieafcdM^iBg; '  meet  /faer'iOQufiia 
iaAiMr^iFrioTi  EntUe  lUnitj^i; ; r  . . .'f  . 

ftrthe  evenmg^' Mn.'B»rloir  veceivedi 
t  Iciteff  vbich  appaiemly  intewftcd  her 
very  much ;  fhe  read  it  kmftn^  time v  and 
often  looked  at  Mifs  Melroor  with  dif- 
ptcafoie.v  Malvina  being  neariher^  beard 
bir  malow  voice,  iay,  what  can  be  the 
Kiifiinof  his  coming  here  again  ?.  <  =  At  laftf 
after  a  loik^paufe,  ibe  .  £oided  the  ktrer^ 
aad  faid  Edmond  informs  me,  ^  that  Im 
vill  be  here  m  a  few  days.  Really,  cried. 
Mib  Melmor,  in  a  tone  of  tianfport; 
Mrs.  Burton  looking  at  her  with  feverityv. 
added,  I  imagine  that^be  comet  on  pur-i 
pefe  to  coiifoltine'  telative  xo  fomeipar-^. 
Uculirs  concerning  **lu9«'marri^e  ^itbi 

•  i  «  .  ;  Ladjr, 
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Lady  SummerhiU)-  atf^  I- hope  he*will^M  : 
laft  fubmit  to  my  plicarure,  as, he  tnuft-bc^ 
fenlible  of  the  advantages  which  be  wiU^  1 
derive  from  fuch  an  eftablifhment:  I  ddi  t 
not  fuppofe  any  perfon  here  will  bave-j 
the  temerrty  to  ;endeftvoar  to  perfii^dtf 
him  otherwife;    M.ifsi  Mdmor  iUuttodj^  i] 
and  her  mother  looked,  at  hev  withappire^  t 
henfion:    Mr.  Prior  was  abforbed;  and' 
Mrs.  B.  appeared  much  agitated  ;  Mid* 
vina  remained  the  only  indifferent  perfov 
in  the  company. 

■  :  ■       .  V,- 

Punftual  to  the  appointment  oF  tfacf 
next  morning,  in  the  library,  MalviD» 
found  Mr.  Prion  They  con vcrfed  whilft* 
waiting  for  Mrs.  B.  with.fo  much'  eameftii 
nefs^  that  it  did  not  appear  late ;  fiie  foon 
after  fent*,  to  beg  fhe  might  be  excufed  for 
a  few  days,  as  (he  had  not  time  -thU 
mornings  and.  the  two  following  were  ap« 
propriated  to  vifit  the  public  eftablifh* 
ments  in  the  caftlc.  Malvina  fcnt  to .  in* 
fonn  hejr  (he  would  auend  her^  and  was 

preparing 


MALVXNA.  €f 

ttring  to  retire,  when  Mn  Prior  dc- 
rd  her,  by  faying,  why  are  you  going 
on  ?  I  think  I' have  been  here  a  long" 
(cried  fhe)  perhaps  you  may  think  fo; 
he  moments  that  I  have  pafTed  with* 
are  fo  Tweet,  that  tkey  are  as  fleeting 
e  morning  vapours^  and  fade  like*  the 

before  the  orb  of  day.  t  affure  you 
Prior,  that  1  enjoy  great  pleafure  in 

fociety  ;  and  if  it  is  true  that  con- 
ice  can  afford  fome  confolation  to 
ow,  I  believe  it  is  from  you  only, 
I  ftaH  receive- it,  during  my  refidencQ 
As  to  the  other  perfons  wRo  are  iti 
:aftle,  faid  Mr.  Prior,  I  do  not  even 
t  their  good  opinion ;  but,  if  it  is 
^  a  congeniality  of  mind,  and  not  only 
.  a  comparifoB  with  others,  then  I 

efteem  it  as  one  of  the  greateft 
ings  Heaven  can  beftow  on  me. 

alvina  was  furprifed  at  what  fhe 
d.  The  exprcflion  of  humility  and 
cfty,  which  Mr.  Prior  poflcflcd,  did 

nov. 
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not  appear  to  coincide  wit,h  that  opinioo 
fuperiority,  y/kich  be  reemed  to  have  j 
and  while  (he  refleding  what  reply 
fhe  (hould  make,,  apd  endeavouring  t^ 
develop  this  Teeming  paradox ;  the  ext 
preffioQ  of  Her  cQtfBti^nan(;e  informed  ldt\ 
?rioc  of  the  purport  of  her  foliloquy^ 
He  haftily  replied  ^  her  thpughts-r-yQV 
are  aftonfihed,  I  obferve,  at  the  idea  ] 
appear  to  entertam  of  myfelf,  and  ypu  ai^ 
tempted  to  accufe  tpe  of  vanity ;  but  il 
will  not  be  long  before  you  acknowledge) 
ypur  miilake,  and  you  will  be  fenfibto 
(hat  I  have  a  right  to  affert,  that  wi^ 
alone  can  never  underiland  your  charac- 
ter; and  that  your  foul  ought  not  to  opeii 
itfelf,  unlefs  it  met  a  congenial  one.  Mak 
vina,  more  and  more  aftoniflied  at  a  con« 
verfation,  which  feemed  to  accufe  Mrs^ 
Bufton  of  infenfibility,  particularly  from 
a  man  who  ought  to  confider  her  at 
his  benefadrefs,  could  not  folve  this 
feeming  inconfiftency  in  the  charaderoC 
Mr.  Prior:  and  was  on  the  point  of  with* 

drawing 


iMp4fig  her  thetm  freMhtift  $  urbeii  re^d- 
rkj^ite  tier  eyes  ibe  vatriou^  i$ttiotiont 
Mmih^iigilMed  hcf,  ti'e'fidd  witb  quick- 
lefii,  in  the  name  -of  Hckitn^  ntiadam,  fuf* 
.  )Md  your  opinion^  Md  db  itei  kbnk  iSht 
iutommon  afcendency  you  hiive  gained 
|bferiAike;  ahd  jildgiei  Die  if^  'with  fuck 
Itoideferved  fevdrky.  I  do  tiol-kMow  how 
kbas  happened,  that  1  have  invd Aiitarily 
betrayed  a  Fecret,  which  nlky  nioft  inti- 
iiite  friends,  with  repeated  inquiries, 
have  never  been  able  to  draw  from  me : 
and  it  has  efcaped  me,  before  you,  who 
never  aiked  it.  But  this  fatllt  if  it  is  one, 
noft  not  be  attributed  to  tae;  it  is  only 
frcmi  the  confidence  you  *have  infpired  ; 
and  it  is  only  to  you,  that  I  Ihould  be  guil- 
ty of  fuch  an  indifcretioh,  as  there  is  no 
other  but  yourfelf  in  the  world,  who  can 
reproach  me  with  ftich  a  fotilt. 

Bad  as  your  extenuation  is,  fir,  replied 
fte,  perhaps  I  am  the  laft  that  ought  to 
4ink  it  fo  i  And  the  confidence  you  xt* 

pofe 


pofe  in  ne,  -though  premattuFe,  and  per* 
haps  imprudent,  does  not  permit  me  the 
right  of  blaming  het,  who  is  ibe  objed  of 
it :  and  if  I  do  not  cenfure  yoi^  how  can 
you  clear  yourielf  from  being  unjuft  P  la 
it  the  generous  Mrs.  Burton,  the  bene- 
fa£lrefs  of  all  who  furround  her,  that  we 
ought  to  accufe  with  wanting  a  foul;  ot 
being  void  of  fenfibility.    She  who  hai' 
/lelpifed  and  relinquifhed  the  vain  plea* 
fures  of  the  world,  that  (he  might,  by  her 
affluence,  fpread  comfort,  and  mitigate  the 
fevere  deftiny  of  the  miferable  inhabi- 
tants of  this  wild  retreat.    £)ocs  not  thiflf 
evince  a  noble  and  exalted  principle 
huQtatiity  and  benevolence?    If  I  caa^ 
not  yield  her  my  confidence,  believe  roc^ 
I  rather  attribute  it  to  the  difference  there 
is  between  us,  (a  difference  entirely  to 
her  advantage)  than  to  the   caufe  t<P 
which  you  feem  to  allude. 

Amiable  woman,  exclaimed  Mr.  Priofc 
his  eyes  fuffufed  with  tears,  I  ihoul«| 


lo^e  Jbeeir  deceived  in  youy  if  jroit  had 
not  thought  thuS)  at  the  fame  time,  I  (hall 
ibe  extsemely  deceived,  if  .Mrs.  Burton 
does  hot  think  the  grief  you  feelaiid  ex> 
• -preisf  ia  merely: theidefiredf  bcing:ibought 
Imereftiog  v — for  can  %»e  doUbt  the  gene- 
nl  rulifig  prihcfple^ (haA  every  one  judges 
<of  another  by  their  owo  beairt. 

c:  If  that  is  fufficient, .  replied  Malvina, 
'  riGng,  I  am  ftill  tgaoj:ao£  perhaps,  of  the 
iiiotive.^ofi.your  unj^uft  .prejiidicc;  -but  I 
'ball  bciCt^cfuUthat  I  may  imt>ibe  a  little, 
MXkSicn  to  you  any  longer.    Permit;  me 
toiky,,  that  wbUe  I  witaefs>tbe  iexcelient 
4iQions  of  Mrs.  B.  to  all  who  furround 
her,  even  to  thofe  who  condemn  her,  I 
muft  be  unjufily  prejudiced,  to  be  blind 
•to  her  merit*    1  am  not  ungrateful,  ma- 
dam, replied  Mr.  Prior,  in  a  ferious  ac- 
I  cent,  I  am  not  even  fevere ;  when  you 
have  obferved  more  minutely,  perhaps  I 
I  may  gain  a  place  in  your  favor,  and  you 
I  may  perhaps  regret  the  fevert  invedive 
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vhick  yoQ  have  GonfeFred  on  loe.  .Qa 
•faying  thifii,  he  iaiiwdiat^lyirettredi  Mai- 
vina  tremaincd  confouiided.  fWhatevdr 
INTOofs  thdreov^ere  of  Mr.  Piimr\s  being  oo- 
juftytbe  paifi  (be^nvas  tronfeious  of  bavitqr 
infli€ledv  Wkfreh  uras  not  natuial  to  her 
thara6:«r  rokintarfly  .to  do/  created  m 
fenfation  of  ibrrow  to  her  hearty*  which 
opprefled  it— by  the  idea  only.  In  the 
rcourfe  ^^  the,  evening,  Ibe  attempted  to 
«pologi2fe>  to  him,  for  the  feverity  of 
wbith  fbt  had  beetiguilty  in  ^hemorninig; 
•but  he  only  anfwered  with  dvftant  potics* 
nefs;:  a^eared  thoughtful,  abfothedi 
and  mired  (early  to  his  own  apattm^;'- 


f  , 
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•next  day  Malvina  her 
itoiilSn,  «indiMr.  Prior,'  vifitod  the  infinn* 
atfy,!4he  fchooly^nflttbe  forgr;  She  took 
filtkrPranoes'Mdilierv  ihit>flie  might  at 
thai  early  age,  imbibe  in.  herheirt)  the 
fweet  and-  gientle  feiijGirtioQ3.of!.pity.>aiKi 
bemtvolemte-w  She  waa 4cUghtJ^d  5tif>h  Mi^ 
order  and -regularity  ^ich^A^iebfcfiveid 
in  the  different  .eftablUIki«fni«:l4Hfy^'<flie 
iunreyed.'  fiut  *Ihe  mbrhed'  wkh  peeu- 
Uar  furprife^r  that  the  ff|rei^^ce;Olf  Mrl. 
Burton,  inftead  of  creating'^ili^  pk^Sfire 
^  whicU 
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which  fhe  expeded,  appeared  to  inrptre 
only  the  fenfations  of  fear.  She  vras  faluted 
with  rcfpeft,  itifte&d  of -Hie  warm  effu- 
fions  of  gratitude  ;  and  the  countenances 
of  the  unhappy  beings  who  furroundcd 
her,  had  more/expreffion  of  terror,  thaft 
the  look  of  fatisfaQion,  which  expeding 
a  favor,  or  receiving  one,  (ifgraciouflf 
conferred)  generalfy  produces. 

Mrs.  B.  on  her  part^  appeared  nore  as  if 
ihe  was  performing,a  taflc,  than  giving  or 
receiving  pleafiire.    She  paffipd  with  the 
utmoft  indifference  through  the  wardnof 
the  fick ;  and  if  (he'  alkod  any  oneaquos* 
tion,  St  feemed  rather  whh  a  defigo.ca 
make  them  remember  who  (be  was,  thaa 
to  evince  any  intereft  in  rtheir  ^welfare;. 
Sle  <|ueftioiiad  them,  without  waitin^^ibr  * 
their  aofwcirs.  i^fivery  perfon  appeared  { 
under  t  reflraiat ;  no  one  daring  to  ^ai*  j 
plasn^  or  relate  their  fufferings  to  apeiv  i 
Ibn,  yAko'  evinced. fo!liul6  inclination  to^^ 
1^ftc»totbem« 
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:Iris  manner  they  foon  made  a  tour 
;h  all  the  apartments.    They  were 

out,  when  on  flepping  back  to 
to  hef  coufin^  (he  obrerved  a  poor 
1,  who  by  her  gefturesj  endeavour- 
nake  faerfelf  underftood.  Malvina 
perfe&Iy  ignorant  of  the  dialed ; 
bferved  the  expreflion  of  bercoont- 
which  pourtrayed  goodnefs  and 

while  her  foft  voice,  and  the  gen- 

of  her  look,  made  each  perfon  feci 
aged,  when  ihe  was  near  them,  ' 
e  fhe  appeared  willing  to  liften  to 
forrows ;  for  ^he  language  of  the 
has  but  little  occafion  for  word^ 
:omprehended,  when  it  is  written 

index  of  the  countenance.  Mrs. 

quickly  came  up  to  her,  and  ob- 
;  Malvina  give  fome  money  to  the 
oman,  who  thanked  her  for  the 
manner  with  which  fhe  prefcriteU 
nitely  more  than  the  gift  itfelf, 
ith  vifible  difpleafure,  coufinj  -ali 
fortunate  pcrlbns  whom  I  receive 
E  2  here. 
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herc^are  perfe&Iy  well  ukea  care  of,  a 
liave  no  occafion  to  receive  alms  fron 
Aranger.  fiefides,  .if  we  j^ve  .to,  on^ 
twO|  all  will  expeQ  iti.jrnd  i^jjs  ta^)o(Gil 
by -chance,  to  feleQ  the  mo^;  defervji 
I  fliould  not  have  fuppofcd,  ixKLdaipt 
:ptietl  .Malv4na,  there  was  anjr  oecefl^j^;; 
reQeding  on  fo  Cmple  an  aQion.  ^'  X 
poor  creature  appeared  to  :Cu£Fer.  ipi 
than  the  others,  (he  feemejd  endeavour] 
to  make  me  underltand  her  affli6lioi 
and  I  wilhed  xo  fofien  them  ifpoQible« 
I 

BtLt  do  you  know,  replied  Mrs.  Burt< 
with  fome  haughtinefs,  that  this  is  the  f 
lime  any  (Iranger  whom  I  have  condu 
ed  here,  thought  it  proper  to  follow  th 
inclinations  in  that  point,  or  to  fwei 
from  the  rules  I  have  eftablifhedi  withc 
firft  obtaining  my  permiflion.  I  (hoi 
iiave  fuppofed  madam,  faid  Malvina,*i1 
i  was  only  fallowing  your  example,  a 
.ibcrefore.did  not  wait  for  the  permifli 
to  perform  a  ;good  adion.   During  t 

dialogi 


iKfogne^  tht  poor  woman  utkfetftood 
thai  Mrs.  Burton  was  difplcafed  with  b«r 
cbafin^  for  having  given  her  mo^ney >'  and 
ABered  to  rctuniMt  ;  when  MalviM,  wi^h 
i|iricknefs  replied^  no§  I  wiH  never  take 
v'kg^ifr,  ind  >fiiou1d  have* hoped,  that  an 
in  afylum,  ^dedicated  to  benevolcnte^  *| 
fliould'  not '  f6r  the  firft  time  in  my  life 
Bate  been  forbidden  to  affift  the  unfor« 
tanate.  Mrs.  B.  felt  the  forc^  of  this  re« 
proof^  and  without  anfwcring.hcr  CGufi.'V 
ibe  drew  her  purfe,  and  gave  the  poor 
I  voman  double  the  fum  (he  had  received 
.  horn  Mali^nar  But  the  gifts  of  vanity, 
is  well  as  thofe  of  virtue,  h^^ve  each  their 
price;  and. the  poor  woman  would  have 
relinquiihed:  what .  Mrs.  Burton  had  given 
her,  for  one  fimple  mark  of  compaffion 
from MalWna^i. 

Boring  the  remamder  of  iihis  vifit^  MaU 
;  i^na  was  fenfibly  hurt  by  the  air  of  con* 
J  ftraint  flie  obferved  on  every  couote- 
nance.    OtLeotering  the  fcbool^  {fjt  left 

Mrs. 


78  JtfALVINA. 

Mrs.  Burton  to  converfe  wUh.the  loaflf^j 
and  w^ui  into  the  garden,  where  (he 
fcrved  feveral  little  girls  feated  in  a  cir« 
cle*.  The  eldeft  (lood  up  in  the  centei 
of  her  companions,  and  was  finging  tbea 
a  fong,    Malvina  approaciped  this  little 
group,  making  a  (ign  for  them  to  coz>« 
tinue  their  amufenaent.   They  at  firft  ap* 
peared  intimidated,  but  her  looks  foon 
encouraged  them,  and  the  little  fongftrefs 
ventured  to  tnkn       bandj  re^ueft* 
ing  berto  be  feated. 

.  Malvina  confentcd,  and  taking  the 
thi\d  on  her  Jenee,  flie  enquired  how 
(he  came  to  fpeak  fuch  good  Englifh, 
«ivhilc  her  companions  were  fcarcely  ta 
he  underflood  ?  It  is  my  Godfather  who 
teaches  me,  madam,  when  he  is  here^  and 
when  he  is  not,  he  pays  my  matter  for 
ipeaking  to  me  fometimes.  And  who  is. 
your  Godfather,  my  dear  ?  Sir  Edraond 
Burton,  madam,  it  is  he  who  has  given  us 
fuch  nice   fiinday.  clothes he  never 


OMI^s  l^re  without  bringing  me  f6me- 
iking.    But  if  he  beftows  every  thing  on 
joui  doe«  it  opt  make  your  companions 
jjtaiow  ?   Ob  fiOs  w^dsLtOf  he  never  for^ 
feu  any  of  us.    He  gave  that  handker^^ 
^ief  to  Peggyi  which  ihe  has  on,  that 
frvUcopd  to.  Moily^.thofe  fciffars  te  Suky> 
4lj3  jie  HfhQ  buys  us  all  oui  nice  things. 
-tfyiMfr  Godfather  is  fo  good,  you  oughr* 
It  love  him  very:^  much  ?   Ahd  fo  I  do 
madasi^  dearly,  I  am  only  happy  \vhen  I 
'ibhim,,helakes  me  on  bis  lap  as  you  do 
^am,  every  body  is  fo  happy  when  he 
ilihere. 

Tbey  hftve  reafon,  added  Mn  Frior, 
vho  had  juft  placed  bimfelf  behind  Mal- 
vina.  Shr  Edmond  has  very  great  vices; 
but  he  is  truly  benevolent,  wd  were  it  not 
for  the  gifts,  which  he  fo  kindly  beftows 
Kbre,  thefe  poor  eftabliihments  would 
want  for  almoft  every  thing. 


Ilia^e  beca  waiting  for  y^u  tbi*  hpur, 
£4,  f aid 
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faid  Mrs.  Burton,  joining  her  eoafiiv*. 
At  the  fight  of  her,  the  children  imiinie* 
diately  difappear^d,  with  the  fwiftnefs  trf 
a  flight  of  birds ;  except  the  tittle  gifl 
Ivhom  Malvina  retained :  and  who  feenu 
ed  to  experience  lefs  fear  on  the  fight  of 
Mrs.  B.  from  being  near  Malvina.  Who 
furprifed  at  her  confidence,  r^idely  difenk 
gaged  her  from  Malvina^  faying,  that  bor 
matter  wanted  her.  The  little  girl,  taking 
Malvina's  hand,  kifled  it  with  fervour; 
and  flew  to  join  her  companions.  Fran- 
ces, who  had  been  much  delighted  with 
her,  ran  to  prevent  her  going,  and  tile 
little  girl,  as  ifdubious  whether  to  return, 
flopped;  When  Mrs.  B.  who  could  no 
longer  conceal  her  impatience,  faid  K> 
Malvina;  coufin,  defire  Mifs  Sheridau  to 
return,  and  be  advifed  in  future  not  to 
permit  her  to  fet  (uch  an  example,  as  it 
witt  prevent  the  children  from  performing 
their  duty.  .  ^  ■ 

When  it  interferes  with  the  intereft  of 

others^ 
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gib^fSf'  M«lvina  could  reprels  injufticc 
if  laLpcrtkienc  and  fevere  reply?  but  when 
It  only,  regarded  herfelf,  the  uncommon 
l^ddnefs  of  her*  heart,  prevented  her  an* 
Ircriqg  m  that  aHumeri.  and.flie  onty  (fi4 
Ia.l4ts.  .9urtoD^  do  not.  be  fearful,  madan^ 
4fiilV/giviag  ft  bad  example  to  Franceti 
IfthMlr  QR  the  contrary^  ihat^  by :  efi^oiu 
«^«g;he|i|^.r||oin-:in  the  innocent  reqrcr 
PMrn^ofr  t^hftfi?:. children,  I  fliall  tcacb 
)mt  on  fqiae  future  day,  to  excite  them  by 
kr^tJMnple,  (o  prefer  ftudy  to  play. 

Frpm<  the  fcliool,  tfaey  went  to  the 
fiirge,  ,an4  Mri.  Burton  there,  alfo  found 
iMfon^o  blame  Mai vina,  at  Ihe  examined 
tfcry.  thing  with  attention,  and  affifted  fay 
Mr.  Prior,  queftioned  all  the  workmen  j 
and  ihewed  (he  was  interefted  in  all  (he 
Ink  'Herpecnliat  beauty^  and:ihe  dig- 
of  her  inanneri,  ]fiht  .  a.  fofcifiatiiig 
fjbarm  to  the  gentleneft  of  her  que^ions^ 
She  enquired  the  name  of  each,  mforine4 
hcffelfipf  )be  n^ipber  iif, their,  children^ 

and. 
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ind  their  mnns  of  providing  (or  tlieiii» 
In  the  midft  or  this  burning  furnace,  faf^ 
To;:nded  by  the  poor  vorkmen,  coverdft 
with  tatters,  Tcorcfaed  and  blackened  ^ 
the  fmoke  and  fire,  fhe  appeared  in  ibtXt 
eyes,  like  an  angel  from  Heaven^  The^ 
all  furrounded  her,  furpriled  and  delighc^ 
ed  at  her  condefcenGon,  in  liftening'ti^ 
their  family  details.    For  though  the  iflL 
habitants  of  wild  mountains,  they  w0f# 
not  the  lefs  fenfible  of  the  pteafure  of  bit 
ing  noticed  with  kindnefs :  and  Mahdoft  1 
by  (hewing  (he  was  interefted  in  theit-  4 
concerns,   raifed  them  to  their  proper 
fphcre,  as  fellow-beings,  and  gave  thenk 
a  fenfation  of  happinefs,  which  all  the 
gold  Mrs.  Burton  poflefled^  could  not  ^ 
affdrd.  • 

■     '  .  « 

ll  is  thus,  thought  Mt.  Prior^  felf  loi^  ^ 
may  beftow  a  benefit,  but  virtue-  Ofifjr  ^ 
knows,  in  what  manner  to  confer  theai^ 
with  that  undefinable  fweetnefs,  whic6  ' 
only  flows  &om  the  heart  of  real  ben^viiJ 
rf|6-  lence» 


kKtti  ^elC-love       lUily  hy  the  aid 
llituqey.  but  .v4xtue  will  derive  all  re- 
bmw  frpm  itfel£r  The  ojoe  may  bene* 
ikfby  gtfu;  but  the  other  ch^ifhes  and 
ItbmoiftfUTB  mose  bapp^oefs,  fjrom  feeling; 
lidffywiNtf;hy«  •  Tbuib  while  the  donati* 
dBi59f  ooe  dnsand  a  gratitude,  which  is 
Uku  Abe  bea^ieft  apd  moft  galling  chain, 
Aolcof  virtae  receive  k  from  others,  as 
Ae  fpratttieooB  gift  of  the  heart.  As 
lib  Prior  r^e&ed  in.  this  manner,  he* 
iMtmoplatcd  Malyipa  with   the  moft 
afpodful  fenfations^-and  as  her  head^ 
1M  tunicd  from  bioi,  be  melted  into  * 


.1  If otbtng  could  efcf^e  ihe  ^vatchful  jea«« 
liiofy  4Af  Mrs.  .Bufton,  jahQ  imagined  ihe 
iiislefa)efteemed,'ifrpm  ibe  powerful  ef*. 
it&'iiialifrkia  Jbad  opt  \every^  one,  and 
though  ihe  wa»  not  near  >ber«:  fije  per- 
ceived this  aQion  of  Mr.  Prior's,  and 
d&s>waa  fuffidcBt  ta  feendeCTber  hMefol. 

tDiiiie^  coottr  ny  .4u^ 

J  6'  vitk 


wirfi  art  ironical  fthilfe^  il'is  tiifte  we  fhi 
be  gone,  the  hours  oF  fhefe  •  workmer 
not  their  own,  and'whtle  we  trerpafs 
them,  they  are  loFers-;  during  the  \ 
we  are  con verfing  wjth  them,  and  amu 
ourfelves,  thejr  are  obliged  to-fuff 
their  woik  ;  and  all  tbefe  idle  and  ub 
qtieftions,  will' tiot  aiiift  them  to  1 
She  immfdiately  quitted -rhe  place,  ^ 
out  waiting  for  a  reply.   'Malvina  foil 
ed.  hut  a>  hercouiin  walked  uiicomn 
tv  faft,  it  was  fome  time  before  fhe^'ej 
cd  her.    Mr.  Piior  being  near  her,  lai 
a  whifper^  does  Madame  de  Sorcy 
think  me  guilty,  does  (he  not  fufpetl. 
I  might  have  been  capable  of  judgi 
Malvina  looked  at  him  in  filence. 
Prior  n  quired  no  other  anfwer,  tod 
nored  that  ccfpedful  indulgence,  wl 
yet  doubted^,  and   that  delicacy  wl 
feared  to  cenfure^ 

During  dinner,  Mrs.  Burton  threw 
fcYcral  farcafsM;  agaiiift  thgfe  who  1 

affun 
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iflained  ibe  veil  of  gemlenefsy  m-  order 
to^  render  themfelves  interefting,  and  by 
an  affeckatioi¥  of  mifpiaccd  goodnefs,  fuc* 
ceed^d  in  gaining,  admir^uon.  Malvinaf 
confcious  of  not  meriiing  fuch  reproach* 
€S  had  not  an  )4ea.of  a]2pl>iDg  ,tbein  to 
kerfdf,. 

c  But  Mr.  Prior,  who  und;crftood  her  in^ 
letttipo,  could  not  reli ft  Replying  w^th 
qqifkiRf:»>7-There  are  fuirows^  niadanif 
Wbif^^  are  fo.  una&£t,e(i^  and  goodnefs 
which  is  fo  inierefting,  ifaat  every,  one 
muft  perceive  it;  and  if  you  attenti^vely 
fyamipe  the  world,  you  will  find  that  fuch 
eonotionsib  natural  to  the  heart  of.  mapi 
a^e  ntwAt  .fuj^pored.  erroneous,,  hut 
Uiofe  aloMv  3iLho  are  capable  of,  feigning 
thsiP^^Mr>  3i|ripn^.w.a«  Petrified  J)5f 
ig^ly,  i(:..w.asthe  firft  tiine  Mr.  Pi^io/r.h^ 
^lUV^r^d^  her  in , this,  xm^nner  ij jthe  /£|Fe£t 
ddf.pvoduced,  ^\\\  nolp^  (fta  hcjc^^  h}j^U 
ifi  the  develppe^Dt  o^  her>charaQ£i|^ 
WU  he^cW^edt.  Malv^^.f^trprifedi^ 
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Mr.  Prior's  converfation,  withdtit  the 
idea  of  the  fecret  inotives  which  ind 
it*;  faid  with  a  ferioos  voice,  it  ap.| 
to  me,  Mr.  Prior,  that  this  moment  4i 
others,  was  the  lead  calculated  toefta 
this  opinion ;  and  when  fo  many 
amples  have  confirmed,,  one  alone  is 
ficient  to  deftroy  it.     On  conclu 
there  words,  fhe  looked  at  her  -coufir 
find  if  poffible,  to  whom  fflie  allu 
with  an  expreflion  of  tendemefs,  as  ij 
wifhed  to  footh  her,  for  the  inj«! 
of  which  Mr.  Prior  had  been  guilty, 
he,  though  afflided  at  the  opinion  flic 
tertained  of  hhn^  continued  to  thini 
her  in  the  moft  exalted  light.-  Mrs.  ] 
ton  felt  that  it  was  more  impoffihle  4o 
don  the  reply  of  Mahrina-^-than  thai 
Mt.  Prior..  The  one  had  offended  1 
bht'the  other  (he  confidered  as  b<iimlHM 
her  in  teHihg  fo  fere^re  «  iruth.  Mr.-  F 
Ititf  iktisfied  his  revenge,  ik  viodicai 


lialVhMr;  iMt  ffii  haid  fbfced  herto  bli 


WlM  goodncfs-  hw  not  the  'power 


AS,  It  irritates.    Hatred  is  augmented 
bjr  the  good  it  endeavouM  to  vfe  for 
addfOfatl  ibe  ftrflfegltigyof  feff-lovc,  tlie 
i^-eek«odia(^illk<  it  olui(M|ftoAoe^  it;  ■ 
tfitf  it  >iei«rfor^iTe«i.  ^V^ien  compelled' 
Vbe  ghodM,  lyy  the  pcrfoo  ivith  Vfaom 
f  ftds'tbis  cbnftrainr,  it  Is  a  fecret  ac- 
iftNHfcdgnieiit  ijf  its  ififertot^jt*   A  longit 
IK^'eiMMd'Mer  MnUinHreiflf  J^Bf. 

i¥y'6icli'][^^ifthi'fcH'  Wore  cnN* 
lMN»»,^iM'sippea»edflntlal:'o^^ 

""Ufa  keMi^Mff'l^eiy  lleaM  WfiM* 
lift  Vtt&  'fcid^v  attd  hfer  motlriir  endeaX 
iMta=%i'Vain;<ta  guc^rs  fiixini  the  eyek  dV: 
Mn.  Button,  wlntittlfe'lhbttid  MMiil^'tl»' 
aiteviafe  lier  anger ;  though  (he  was  con- 
fttoas  flic  was  not  the  obje&  of  her  dis- 
ffeaftne,  Hm  ncTcrthcIefs'feU  intimidated^ 
and  was  fearful  ofaddreffing  her,  though 
lie  wiflied  to  turn- her  thoughts  from  the 
caafe  of  her  chagrin..  At  that  inftant  the 
Mi|^f^g.«t  the  giMCy  Mrs*  Burton  liften* 
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ed  with  uneafinefs^  and  foon  heard  the 
noifc  of  horfes  and  a  carriage.  It  is  cer^ 
tainly  Sir  Edmond,  exclaimed  Mir&  MeU 
mor,  blufhing,  and  rifing  to  go  to  the 
window..  And  fuppofe  it  is,  faid  Mrs.  B. 
with  feverity^  is  it  pro]jer  for  you  to  gp 
and  meet  Kim  ?  Keep  .your  feat,,  childi 
(aid  Mrs..  Mchnor,  delighted  at  having 
iaid  what  fhe  thought  would  pleafe  Mtu 
J3.  A  fervam  entered,  and.  announced 
Sif  £dmond*s  arrival.  Dinner  being,  cont 
eluded,  Malvina  arofe,and  requefted  ger? 
miflion  to  retire;  which  Mrs.  B.  granted 
iudfo  gracious  a  manner,  thai  ffoffiy^ihe' 
prefceding  conveifation,  Majvina  w;as  fjaf^ 
prifedat  the  Iqok  of  complaifaiu:e  ^;wl\icl}i' 
^f^coinimnied  her.  con^ot.     .  m  -  t  ;  !  t  x . ;  / 

,  ■ •  ■     •  »"  I 

'      »  j:  4 1*  II.  ,  Jj; 

.  ■  .i        *■  .Mf  ft 

■■•  ^«.:      .  ^  :ri' 
•'.  .fi    1./  ' 


CHAP,  yiu 
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Towards  erening, 
frat  preparing  to  go  do#n,  when  Mrs*  B. 
entcKd  her  afpartmehu  My  d^ar  coufin^ 
laid  fflie,  in  a  voice  of  kindncfs,  the  eagef- 
nefs  which  you  evinced  to  leave  jus,  on  the 
acVival  of  Sir  Edinond,  convinces  me  of  the 
icpugnance.whicb.yfiii  have:  lo/worldly 
Qompany«  Da  not  inagine^that.  I  blame 
you  I  no^  on-  the  contrary,  it;4ppMrs  to  me 
lb.  natural*  in  your  fituatiofi,  that  I  w  ill  do 
every  thing  in  snytpowerHtp  indulge  y<Hi 
Wk\f,  ^^xcmroqacntly:  you  rire.perfeaiy:  4t 

liberty. 


Uberty  to  remain  alone      the  time  Sir 
Edmond  continues  here,  and  I  have  al-'-. 
ready  givea*>order^^hat  yo«  may  be  at*  ; 
tended  in  yoor  own  apartment.    You  are  * 
very  good,  madam,  replied  Malvina,  ft* 
Intle  furprifed,,  but  I  had  much  ratheif 
go   down,  th^ii  ehcffiafe  the    troubled  | 
which  this  will  oc£^(22L.  No,  no,  my  dear^^  f 
you  know  that  it  is  one  of  my  firft  plca-%^ 
fares  to  gratify  the  ta^cs  of  all  my  friendsr^ ' 
and  I  had  rather  deprive  myfclf  the  plea*  - ' 
f4ire  of  your  focicty,  during  the  fhort  ftay/  ^ 
of  Sir  Edmond,  than!  conftrain  your  li-  - 
bierty;    Thus  then  the^  affair  is  fettled.?.  • 
No  compliments,  added  (he,  interrupting ; 
Malvina,  (who  was  attempting  to  (peak)  L*  ■ 
am  perfe6ily  convinced  of  its  being  agree** 
able  to  you,  and  not  any  thing,  in.  dtfr* - 
vorld  lhali  prevent -me  from  faerificiiig'  . ! 
my  wifhesor  pleafure  to  the  grad(icattcm'«  j 
of  my  friends.  Saying  thit,  (he  departedj^*  < 
without  waiting  for  Malvina'^s  reply ^  wJum 
could  not  help,  thinking  her  confines  be* 
hayious  rather  fi¥igular# .  But  aa  tb^  pro^  ' 

ppfaLl 
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po&lw^s  really  agreeable  to  her,  fhe  ac« 
fjiefced  with  pleafure,  and  never  troubled  * 
bcrlclf  to  inveftigate  the  caufe. 

CoBfequently  fhe  arranged  every  thingy- 
iat  (he  might  not  leave  her  retreat,  and 
(pent  all  her  time,  between  her  little 
eharge,  and  her  bookj<  She  enjoyed 
with  one,  a  fatisfadion  which  gratified 
hetbcart;  from  the  other,  nourifliment 
for  her  mind:  and  in  this  feclufion,  {he 
experienced  tne  iVeetCu  nicrriCnts  fhe  had^ 
tafted  fince  her  arrival  at  the  caftle. 

Two  days  had  elapfed  with  rapidity;, 
onthe  third,  in  the  evening,  (he  heard  a 
gentle  rap  at  her  door,  which  Tomkins 
having  opened,  Mr.  Prior  appeareid,  he 
^preached  Malvina  with  apparent  em- 
kirrarsment.  Will  Madame  de  Sorcy 
pardon  me,  for  thus  intruding  on  her  fo- 
liiudc?  as  you  manifefteda  defire  of  ta- 
king fome  Icffons  in  the  EVfe  language, 
Unagined,  it  perhaps  might  be  more  a- 

gfceable^ 
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groenKle  when  yoa  ftre  thps  fecludedvll 
brought  a  clear  and  condife  abridgn 
of  the  different  gvaimmars,  which  I  fa 
digefted,  in  order  to  Icflen  the  troubl 
the  firft  difficuities*.  If  y oii  wHl  aIlo« 
the  pleafute  of  attending  you  every  d< 
fliaU  efteem  my felf  happy  inaflEording 
all  the  inftrufiion  in  my  power?  On 
concltifion  of  this  requeft,  he  heiita 
as  if  he  had  expreffed  a  defire^  wl 
might  not  meet  her  approbation- 

Malvi'na,  truly  grateful,  for  the  \ 
he  had  taken,  replied  (with  vivacit 
am  fenfible  of  your  kindnefs,  Mr.  P 
and  I  anticipate,  much  pleafure  i 
the  inftruciion  you  promife  me,  pray 
MrsJ  Burton  is  not  offended  at  our 
waiting  for  her  attendance.  Mrs.  B. 
dam,  ia  a  moment  of  caprice,  imag 
(he  had  a  defire  to  learn,  but  I  who  k 
her  fo  well,  can  affure  you,  that  if 
only  begin  when  (he  does,  you  will 
wc  get  farther  thaa  the  firft.  leffoi 


"hope,  returned  Malvina,  for  my  couGd'i 
ikke,  the  affurtnce  you  give  me  ofknowiiig 
her  fo  wen,  is  alittle  exaggersted  f  .  But  I 
-will  relinquifh  this  fubjedy  for  I  have:  had 
many  reafonis  to  Tee  on  this  point,  ^e  fliaU 
never  agree, -or  underftand  each  other. 

Pardon  me,  madam,  replied  Mr.  Prior, 
featmg  himfelfnear'her ;  but  your  efteem 
is  To  neceflary  to  me,  that  it  is  imipolfible 
to  defend  myfelf  againft  abe  accuia- 
don  you  retain  of  me  in  your  heart:  and 
Mrs.  Burton  is  too  great  a  Arranger  to 
you  for  me  to  imagine,  I  fba4i  wound 
you  in  defcribing  her  as  (he  really  is. 
Stop,  Mr.  Prior,  infierrupted  Malvina, 
when  it  i$  to  abufe  the  conBdence,  to  un« 
veil  the  errors  of  pho^fe  we  fee  every  day, 
and  may  I  not  add,  a  want  of  delicacy, 
when  it  regards  tbofe  we  live  with?  I 
grant  it  would  be  fo,  he  anfwered.  Ah! 
if  I  had  not  been  chained  heie,  can  you 
fuppofe,  that  from  the  moment  I  had 
Itnown  Mrs«  B.  i  would  have  continued 

in 


in  this  plme  a  day  loteg^rT:  r  Aeritiv^^ 
iR>rged  chains  ^<k you  heKiT'liilKd.M^ 
-Vina  wkh  eagerpefiiA :  fl  i^jll^iipffMm-] 

<9ite  all  my 4hcni)g^ta  to  ^u,  whkh.l(ki 
you  will  imptttetd  the  ndrniotfife^'Wliifflil 
48,  that  your  pbyfiognomy  arrefts  my  coi 
^dence,  anddrbeitneveftyo^Mye.^piiMtc 
'in  me^  has  been:  fo  lively  ittid;i|>ea»)Mhj 
that  I  hope  you  vlill  not  deicMHioertflM-^f 
(fdfe^o-hear  me*  >r: 

He  |srekiounced  thdCe  ^rda  witl^ .  fp 
unach/emotiod,  that; they  awakened  a  tfti|« 
•der  liecolle&ion  in  >the  foul  pf  iMalvina^  ' 
fhe/ibbughtM/hCi  oace  .again  heard,  ^le 
^oice  of  friendfhip^  {be  felt  the  full  force 
4»f  this^fweei.  remembrance  ^  and  it  occf * 
^fioned.  her  tcars  lofaU  in  profufion.^  M^r. 
9Prior,ixieplted  Mai  vina*  in  aaafFedipgtpi^ 
it  is  ejDa£Uy  thus:tba^f  jtadj  Sheridan  w^uld 
.'have' exprcficd  herfelf.   Ah|  is  i|  pps* 
.fibles  cried' Jm,  what^  c^P  I  rfcc^ll 
:yow.iiDagwauw^#t»>  if  ]^9i4ki  gMPkitbe 
ii  felickjr 


vfidfeiif  of  inrptriDg  iik  'yati'r  -mindy/Ofily 
^  -ds  finaUeft  portion  of-  the.  intcreft  .  flic 
KXtated,  then  tvouldidie  kandr^f  fnend« 
Ihtp  codeavour  to  mitigate  the  .poignancy 
'tf/im  foiTOW'i^ad  if  thdfeeyef,  Ivblch 
«e  fo  often  ratfcd  te  Heaven^  could 
ABeumes  bcn|}  their  looks  lowards  the 
Ivtb,  and  coadefcend  Ho  -mingle  their 
ten  with  minev  fbr  tlio  friend  of  youf 
fMihv<^Ah!l  Wbatan  unexpe&edbleffing 
voald.ilus  beftow  on  iD'y  exiftence.  ^er- 
lupiyou  might  alfo  find*  a  triQing  bene* 
kifrouk  this  panicipation,  for  the  confi- 
deoce^is  Ibothing  at  all  times :  and  that  of 
I  friend,  will  fometiines  fupply  thi  place 
of  a  brother.    Vhat  place  which  tJiara 
poffefled  in  my  heart,  can  never  be  filled, 
Keplied  'Mahrina;  -but  believe  me,  'till 
iow  you  are  the- only  being  wilhiwhom  I 
OMild  veep:  this  preference  I  cannot  ac* 
coant  for,  as  I:  know  fo  ilkile  of  yoiu 
And  that  little,  Appears  to  .  merit  fo  fmall 
ifcateof*  yoar  eftecm,  irtucrruptcd  he, 
f  ^ing)— 4)ui  perhaps^you  may  sforoau.a 
'  idift'erent 


coorfev  ^bichr  the'aghMoaqof  riityifBci 
<4>tt^'i  'itfe^o4iirpetiA.  jov/  ,bo;r. 

It  is  .tnyw  ^taroe  ^yean  .:fiiice  I  arrh 
here^  "prcpoflelTed  in  favor  of  Mrs.  \Bi 
ton  I  thought  her  cjiad^r  what  flic,  a 
peare  to  yiSQ:;  that  ii  gbodr'gerierous^ia 
ttuich  fuperior  io  her.  Tex  riiKi virtue,  '.a 
tatevatiM  of -mind.:  and^  L  bad  4atta 
myTelf  with  the  pleafiog/pSofpedf  Whi 
refiding  near  her  affi>rded/  -^The  fumpi 
ous  elegance  of  this  retocat^  fcft  occaGf 
ed  Yny' opinion  40  falAJter,  but  did  ^icgr  i 
ttrely  deftrpy  theenthufiafin  lcntertaic 
0f  her  chara3er«  At  this  jun£Lbce,  one 
my  Mothers,  whofe  affairs  were.very  -mv 
deranged,  was  arretted  for  debt;  my 
ther  and  niotber  would  habe^parted  v 
mod  of  their  property  to:eictri€aie:hi 
but  that  not  being  fufficient,.  J^^addEcl 
myfelf  to  Mrs.  B.  and  informed  her  .of. 
fituation';  and  fhe  cdhfefned  Or  auchrai 
thfccycvi'of ^my  falary :  deiigh^  m 
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neroGty^  I  joyfully  figncd  the  agrce- 
of  remaining  three  years  with  her, 
:ver  imagined  I  Ihould  have  reafon 
>ent  it)  but  I  was  foon  undeceived, 
on  as  fhe  was  aiTured  I  could  not 
ber^  from  that  moment  her  beha* 
was  totally  altered :  I  no  longef 
iencedthat  gracious  affability  which 
ron  my  refped  :  in  its  ftead,  (he  as- 
i  a  capricious  defpotifm.  I  could 
oop  to  this  galling  yoke;  and  there- 
the  firft  opportunity,  I  dcfired  her 
(IBon  to  leave  the  caftle,  giving  her 
mife  of  payment  for  what  fhe  had 
iced,  and  all  I  could  fave  from  my 
r: — both  which  fhe  reje6led  with 
itinefs,  fhewing  me  the  paper, 
intents  of  which  fhe  had  diQated, 
1  the  eff'ufion  of  my  gratitude,  I  had 
i  without  reading.  I  now  found  by 
liat^e  had  a  right  to  detain  me,  and 
;  fiiould  forfeit  my  honor  and  good 
,  if  I  left  this  caftle  without  her 
:nt.  I  therefore  reluflantly  refigned 
^  myfclf 
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myfelf  to  my  deftiny ;  but  from  Aat  41 
ment  my  eyes  were  opened,  and  I  % 
Mrs.  Burton's  real  chara6ter.  As  I  H 
the  happinefs  of  liberating  my  brottj 
I  endeavoured  to  be  content:  and  *l  i 
clare  to  you,  in  the  name  of  that  frica 
fhip,  which  united  you  to  Lady  Sheridi 
that  you  are  the  only  perfon  who  i 
even  fufpeftedlhe  judgment  I  had  form 
of  her,  and  I  Certainly  eftimate  the  bl 
fing  granted  me  for  my  prudence,  a 
the  tedious  pains  I  have  endured,  that 
have  at  laft  found  a  heart  Which  can  fy 
pathife  with  nciinq. 

Your  deftiny  affefls  and  interefts  n 
fir,  replied  Malvina,  and  I  acknowled 
my  coufin  has  given  you  reafon  to  co 
plain  of  her.  How  can  you  explain  1: 
want  of  gcnerofity  with  refpeft  to  yc 
when  it  is  contrafted  by  that  l>enevol( 
profufion,  of  which  (he  is  fo  prodigal 
all  who  furround  her  ? — The  good  whi 
ihe  performs  is  infinitely  lefts  than  it  s 
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pnn ;  the  eftablilhinents  which  you  have 
fccn  arc  in  want  of  every  thin^. — She 
4Lnow8  it)  and  will  not  relieve  them  :'  pro- 
vided it  is  known  and  ttidf  that  (he  fiip- 
ports  and  comforts  the  unhappy,  it  is  of 
jitde  confequence  to  kef  wfaethA^'it  is  fo 
iik  reality.  v    -  ' 

But,  interrupted  Malvina  with  (|uick** 
^efs,  if  benevolencedid  not  inltigate  her, 
what  motive  could  (he  have  for  (ixing 
her  rcfidence  in  thefe  rude  mountains  ? — 
Self-love  I  fear  has  been  the  only  motive 
and  fole  mover  of  that  a£lion.  She 
hoped,  that  by  forming  afyluros  of  bene- 
volence, near  a  fairy  palace,  in  the  barren 
mountains  of  the  Highlands,  her  'name 
would  be  celebrated.  It  was  the  defign 
of  an  enlightened  felfi(hnefs  that  6cc»- 
fionedher  to  ere6l  horpitals,  though  they 

are  in  want  of  necefTaries.    It  was  this 
•A* 

which  ornamented  thefe  apartments  with 
fuchprofuGon  ;  it  is  thus  that  the  oftenta- 
tious'tnonuixients  of  felf^ove*  always  •  re^- 
F  a  tain 
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tain  their  peculiar  impreflion,  and 
more  they  endeavour  to  refeimble  virtue^ 
the  more  they  are  convinced,  that  it  it 
impoflible  lo  equal  the  lovely  original. 

Gracious  Heaven,  exclaimed  Malvinai 
how  very  fevere  you  are  in  your  pbferva- 
tions!  Add  alfo,  faid  Mr.  Prior,  that 
they  are  juft,  madam,  and  allow  that  youf 
own  inftin6l  is  the  ^ccafion  of  your  feel- 
ing an  intereft  in  the  charafter  of  Mr*. 
Burton  ?  I  do  not  deny  that  my  par« 
tiality  for  her  is  not  equal  to  the  efteem 
I  think  (he  deferves;  but  you  muft  ac- 
knowledge, fir,  that  notwithftanding  the 
vanity  with  which  you  have  accufed  her, 
in  other  refpefts,  it  is  impoffible  for  any 
one  to  have  lefs,  on  account  of  her  per* 
fon:  for  to  liften  to  her  you  would  ima- 
gine that  (he  was  much  older,  and  lefs 
handfome  than  (he  appears* 

When  cannot  any  longer  hope  to 
receive  praifes  on  the  part  of  beauty,  we 

endeavour 
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endeavour  to  obtain  it^  by  feigning  our. 
felves  above  ir,  replied  Mr.  Prior;  but 
reft  aflured,  this  uncommon  humility  i^ 
only  exhibited,  in  order  to  be  contradi^L- 
cd :  ve  are  feldom  the  dupes  oF  thofe 
vbo  depreciate  themfelves  more  than> 
ufual ;  and  candour  is  the  ^laft  quahfica- 
iion  we  Ihould  believe  flie  pofiefled.  I 
kave  obferved^  and  am  certain,  that  when 
the  habit  of  adulation  is  once  excited, 
Aat  we  had*  rather  find  fault,  than  allow 
lelf  to  be  forgotten.  Thus  you  obferve, 
Ae  has  tranfported  aH  the  vices  of  focie* 
ty  into  thi^  retreat,  and  though  we  may 
calf  it  living  alone,  ihe  ftill  lives  in  the 
world.  For  does  not  ambition  govern  her 
even  here ;  is  (he  not  agitated  and  diftrefs- 
ed  for  fear  the  union  between  Sir  Ed- 
mond  and  Lady  Summerhill  fhould  not 
take  place?  and  her  hatred  towards  Mifs 
Melmor,  becaufe  this  young  man  has  paid 
her  a  great  deal  of  attention  ?  In  Ihort, 
may  we  not  apply  this  paflage  in  fcripturc 
F  3^  to 


102  MALVINA. 

to  her ;  ♦that  riches  have  been  her  iit'- 
heritance,  but  fhe  has  forgot  the  hand 
vhich  beftowed  them^  and  has  facrificed 
only  to  the  world:  Lt  is  for  this  reafon^ 
that  when  occupied  by  mirth  and  gaiejty^ 
her  heart  is  gloomy,  and  all  her  joys  end 
in  faticty  and  enoui. 

Mr.  Prior,  replied  Malvina  (fmiling) 
the  fcripture  which  you  quote,  atfo  de- 
fires  us  to  acquire  that  charity  which- 
thinks  no  evil,  which  difpofes  the  mind 
to  indulgence,  without  degenerating  into: 
credulity  :  and  if  we  obferve  an  error,, 
not  to  coofidcr  it  as  a  crime.  Mr.  Prio? 
blufhed,  and  Malvina  convinced  him^ 
that  one  of  the  firft  precepts  of  his  ftatioiv 
was  to  fpare  his  neighbours,  as  in  that  cafe 
he  was  more  guilty  than  any  other,  o£ 
judging  without  lenity.  But  the  impres- 
fion  was  received,  and  the  injuftice  of 
which  he  had  been  the  viftira,  had  foured 
his  temper,  and  given  a  rigid  fcverity  ta 

his 
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Eis  difpofition^  which  he  cbuld  not  now 
corrcQ.  While  they  were  difcufTing  this 
point,  the  fupper  bell*  rung,  and  they 
were  afloniflied  to  find  with  what  rapidity 
time  had  winged  his-  flight,  while  they 
vi^re  converfingf 

Mr,  Prror  had  never  known*  moments  * 
of  felicity  equal  to  thefe  enjoyed  in  her 
fociety:  fince  his  exiftence,  and  begged 
^nmffioH  to  vifit  her  the  next  day,  that 
tl»cy might  r-enew.  the  conv^fation,  orbe- 
^;tli€  (ir(l  leflbn.  .  Malvina,  who  had 
{pit when  with  him  a  qonfidence,  which 
luid  feme  aflBnity  to  that  (he  experienced 
for  Lady^Sl^eridan,  confented  with  plea- 

The  following  days,  Mr.  Prior  was  ad- 
mitted, and  pafled  fome  hours  with  her, 
vhich  appeared  to  him  only  as  moments 
\thich  vanifhed  with  tJjie  rapidity  of  light- 
niiig.  In  contemplating  and  hopitig  to 
ppffefs  the  friendfliip  of  Malvina,  and 
F  4  convcrdiig 
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convcrfing  on  that  fubje8,  he  felt  a  hap- 
pinefs  he  never  experienced  even  an  idea 
of)  as  it  appeared  to  him  as  a  foretafte  of 
and  refembled  thofe  celellial  joys,  which 
«ire  referved  for  the  virtuous  in  an  im- 
mortal fiate.  As  to  Malvina,  it  is  not  to 
be  wondered  at,  if  flie  was  perfeftly  igno- 
rant of  the  confequences  which  might 
refult  from  fuch  an  intimacy.  For '  it  U 
age  lefs  than  chara6ler,  which  gives  this  ex-* 
perience,  and  fuch  a  charafler  may  at  the 
age  of  twenty-five  know  lefs  than  any  other 
at  eighteen.  A  woman  endowed  with  « 
tender  heart  and  a  lively  and  pure  imagi- 
nation may  live  long  in  the  world  without 
knowing  this.  For  it  exifts  entirely  in  the 
difference  of  chara8er,and  that  inflindiv^ 
difference  which  prompts  each  to  judge 
of  others  by  tbemfelves,  and  it  is  this 
which  forces  them  from  error  to  error, 
drives  them  from  misfortune  to  misfor- 
tune, and  makes  them  live  half  their  lives 
iri  a  world  of  chimeras,  of  their  own  form- 
ing, without  perceiving  them* 

It 


It  ii  diffictth  to  be  convliieed,  and  very 
pailifttl  when  forced  to  be  fo  I  What  then 
nuft  it  be  with  (bch  a  charaficr  as  MaU 
Tina*i9  who  had  pafled  her  youth  with  a 
being  fimilar  to  herfelf,  both  pofleffing 
die  fame  fentiments^  This  union  of  their 
hearts,  when  confirmed  by  the  judgment 
af  die  mind,  fo  entirely  abforbed  them, 
and  they  were  fo  happy  in  their  affe8ion* 
fer  each  other,  that  they  lived  in  the 
wodd  without  obferving  thofe  around: 
tkiBi  or  troubling  themfelves  to  inves<r- 
ligtte  their  a8ions..  ^ 

Who  could  be  aftbnifhed  at  their  in- 
txperience,  without  feeling  a  fenfation-r 
of  pity,  on  beholding^  them  the  dupes-  of' 
dieir  own  hearts  ?-  M^Ivina,  in  the  inno«- 
cence  of  hers^  had  not  an  idea  that 
there  was  reafon  to  blame  the  vifits  of 
Mr.  Prion  Being  a  ftrangerto  love,  (he 
bad  not  a  thought  that  (he  could  infpire 
fiich  a  fentiment;  befides,  his  being  a^ 
prieft^and  a  Roman  Catholic,  like  her- 
^£  feif, 
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felf)  weald  have  been  fufficknt  to 
mfh  aoy  4oubu  of  that  kind,  juid  it  fa 
io  her  nature  to  conceive  tbeow 
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AH  INTERVIEW* 

'Eight  days  had  elapfcd  with 
unufual  fwiftnefs,  fince  Malvina  had  re- 
mained in  her  own  apartment,  during 
which  time,  fhe  had  never  once  feen  Mrs. 
Burton.    She  was  fearful  flie  might  give, 
offence,  if  fhe  any  longer  fecluded  her- 
felf,  and  determined  to  make  her  a  vilit 
before  breakfaft. — She  went  to  her  cham- 
ber, and  knocking  at  her  door,  the  maid 
informed  her  that  Mrs.  Burton  was  then 
drefling,  but  would  fee  her  in  half  an 
hour.    Malvina  requefted  they  would  ac- 
J  6  '  quaint . 
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quaint  her  when  Mrs.  B.  wss  to  be  vifi- 
ble,  and  on  her  return,  flie  pafled  through 
the  mufic-room,  feeing  fome  ^rench 
fongs  lying  near  a  harp,  {he  fiopped  to 
look  at  them» — The  cofitemplation  thefe 
fongs  in  her  native  language — that  lan-^ 
guage,  in  which  fhe  bad  expre£Ged  her 
firft  fentinents,  ha^  fo  powerful  an  at- 
traction over  Tier,  that  fhe  could  not  re- 
fill the  impulfe  of  reading  them;  and 
that  fhe  might  underftand  them  tetter,, 
(he  feated  herfelf  before  the  harp,  and 
accompanied  it  with  her  voice  :  fuddenly 
flie  heard  thefoft  notes  of  a  German  flute^ 
which  attended  her. — Aftonifhed,  •  flie 
turned  her  head,  and  perceived  behind 
her  chair,  a  young  man  whom  flie  had 
never  feen.  She  bluflied,  and  would* 
have  retired,  but  he  intreated  flie  would 
not  deprive  him  of  the  pleafure  of  hear- 
ing*fier  fing.  She  raifed  her  eyes  to  him 
who  thus  intreated,  and  caft.  them  down 
immediately,  blufliing  a  deeper  fliade. 
It  was  one  of  thofe  countenances  where 

the 


the  fire  of  wit  was  tempered,  and  united 
with  fenfibility,  and  which  could  not  be 
tooke4  at  ti^ice  Vr ith  injpunity, 
•  * 
Tbejnnocent  Malvina  was  untonfci* 
ous  oCtffc  danger;  and  the  caufe  whicK 
ihoal44)ave  tennpted  her  to  retire,  was 
the  \tiy  reafon  which  prom^ed  her  to 
ftay.   But,  if  tilt  looks  of  fir  Edmond  had 
&>  agreeably  furprifed  her,  how  fhall  I 
what  he  felt  on  beholding  her? 
Hehad4ieard  Malviti^-at  a  diftance,  he 
drew  near,  liftened  Uf  that  voice  which 
vibrated  through  his  heart,   and  (jfft 
taught  him  that  (he  had  one.    She  turned, 
and  the  charm  was  fixed.    Her  beautiful 
light  brown  hair,  flowing  in  foft  ringlets 
ever  her  (houlders ;  her  pure  white  fkin,. 
refembled  the  white  rofe,  blended  with  a 
flight  tinge  of  the  carnation  bloom  of 
youth,  but  fo  faintly,  that  it  left  the  eye 
oncertain  of  the  real  colour;  her  lovely 
white  neck  appeared  more  white,  when 
coniraftcd  by  her  dark  robes;  ter  mild 
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dark  eyes  were  lhaded  with  long  (iHcen-* 
lalhes,  which  veiled  thofe  chafte  fli)d  ex-^ 
prcflive  looks,  wh^h.  ever  intere^|^  the 
heart.    Her   timW  niodeRy,^'^^ni{hed 
and  enchanted  him.— A  new.  worM  ap- 
pjcared  to  open  to  him,  and  he  isdulged,^. 
without  re^rve,  the  delightful  ide4^(  oc* 
cafioned,  provided. ^Ivina  would  epj^. 
iiwithiiim..    •  *  ♦ 

Thefe  moments  ,  fo  enchanting,^jircre, 
too  confufed  to  be^analyfcd  :  aaAmpres-^ 
fion  of  this  kind  pnyluces  fenfations  fo-^ 
extremely  fafcinating,  that  by  an  invifible. 
inlt]n£l  we  are  fearful  of  imbibing^ny, 
thing  which  can .  alter  or  deftroy  them- 
and  we  wiih  to  remain  inconfcious  of  its* 
exiftence,  that  its  duration  may  be  lad- 
ingv-7FroQ^  its  birth,  the  other  powers  of* 
the  foul  retire,  as  if  from  refpett,  fearful  r 
of  intruding  on  ihe  fovereign  who  unites  - 
with,  yet  reigns  over  them  all.  Malvina  . 
was  near  her  chair,  but  appeared  unde;-.- 
Urmjljied  whether  to  rei^t  herfelf|  .when-, 


tt||nfta]itj|!krs/  Burton  entered  tho 

teb|||pye4 much  ^Uprife  perceir- 
Si(£dmond.  Then  Taddreffinf^  Alal- 
ia An  ironical  manner;  (he  faid,  I 
my  dear  couGn, '  to  prevent  yoa 
^omenefs  of  ^ting  for  9e ;  but  I . 
:  with  plejAi^r  tfaar  i^irhave  .ib\md 
IS  to  prevent  itJ  On  hearing  this^ 
^a  acquainted  Mj^.  Burton  with  all 
pailkulars  of  thn^ance  meeting— 
t  was  all  chanc^^torted  Mrs.  ^ur-- 
irith  quicknefs!  Yes, 'undoubtjcd^ 
^  cried  Sir  fidmond,  and  ItjWl||irir^ 
ihi  it  fo  peculiarly  fo,  as  atMlbi^ 
You  are  perhaps  the  only  one* 
added  Mrs.  Burton^  with  vifible  ilU 
>ur*.  MaMna  guefled,  af^felt.bdc' 
ing,  and  wounded  by  the  fufpicion^i 
etiringy  without  being  prevented  by 
oufin;  When  Sir  Edmond,  alarihtd 
r  intention,  approached  her,  fayingi 
eageraefs.;  nnjliat^  ma4am^iu:e  W4y{fcirl 

mg 
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ing  to  lofe  you^  and' have  you  only  ap« 
peared  for  a  moment,  that  we  may  fuffer 
from  the  lofs  yQur  abftnce  wifl^  occa- 
fion?  Why  do*you  keep  tl^il  cruelly 
feclu4^d  and  invifible — do  yo^  fear, 
liiat  in  affording  us  that  fatisfaftton^  you: 
nay  be  too  much  adored  ?  .  , 

Mr».  Barto#coloure'd  vith  vexation  r 
Malvina  bluihed  alfo,  but  not  from  the- 
fame  motive ;  a  fentiment  fweet,  blit  un- 
known to  her,  banifhed  for  a  aoment 
ihe  gloomy  {hades  <>f  forrow  which  bad^ 
enveloped  her,  and  perhaps,  (he  would 
haVl(  yielded  to  the  perfuafions  ofii  Sir- 
Edmond,  had  ihe  not  thought  it  mod  ad» 
vifable  to  decline  them,  particularly  a»< 
Ibe  perceived  it  was  not  agreeable  to 
Mrs.  Burton,  who  continued  iilent..  She 
therefore  withdrew* 

Mr.  Prior  went  to  vifit  her  early  in 
Hbt  afternoon.  Do  you  know,  madam^ 
UiAH^i  fmilingr  that  your  rencontre  this 

morning: 
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;  has  hM  'a  very  powerful  effeft 
Edmonfl)  for  he  could  not  fpeak 
Ither  fubje&  but  yourfelf  during 
'  .  Rfcally,  replM  ihe,  blufliing. 
rtainly  true;  but  why  fliopld  it 
you  ?~Wh6ever  fee*  ydu  but  for 
at,  muft  feel  themfelves  interefted 
at  concerns  ypu-.  But  Mr.  Prior, 
Ivina^  ill^tlf  an  air  dt  timidity,  how 
poffibly  be  the  fubjeft  of  conver* 
¥hat  could  be  faid  of  me,  who  am 
to  every  one  ?'  I  am  very  glad 
ve  this  flight  emotion  of  curiofity, 
rming  friend,  it  gives  me  a  hope*^ 
\  fatal  grief,  which  threw  the  veil 
Fcrence  over  every  objeft,  begins^ 
Iraw  a  little.  Thefc^words  cre- 
eeper  bluih  on  the  cheek  of  l^ilh' 
»t,  had  any  one  enquired  the  c%tffo 
fie  would  have  been  at  a  lofs  to 
icplained  its  origin;  for  (he  was 
:ious  that  any  motive,  except  cu- 
lled diftaied  the  queftio^t.  That 


a  fecret  intimation  had  occafioned  her 
to  blufh)  fhe  felt  as  a  truth* 

Know  then,  that  Sir  Edmond  afked  a- 
thoufand  queftions  concerning  you,  con- 
tinued. Mr.  Prior,  he  ivi(hcd  tp  know 
\yhat  motive  bad  cpndu£ted  you  here,  and 
vhy  fecluded  in  youf  apartment,. you  ap* 
peared  to  fliun  all  the  world*  Mrs.  Burton 
replied,  that  many  and  continued  forrows  » 
had  undermined  the  health  of  Madame  de 
Sorcy,  increafed  her  njatuyal  timidity,^ 
and  rendered  the  world  difagreeable  to* 
her;  and:  for  this  reafon,  fhe  fears  and. 
fliuns  it«.  Lam  allonilhed,  exclaimed  Sir 
Edmond,  that  (he  ihould  fear  to  embellifh-. 
it ;  there  is  not  any  circle  which  Madame.? 
de  Sorcy  would  not  ornament !    As  to  - 
myfelf,  I  acknowlcdgew  I.  never  beheld, 
any. one  who.  could- be  compared  with, 
her..  . Mai vina  appeared  agitated,  which 
Mr.  Prior  attributed  to  furprife;  you  are. 
ailoniflicd  I  pcrpeive,  at  the  freedom^  of. 
Sir  Ednjond,  to  a  woman  as  vain  as  Mrs, . 

Burtoa,;, 
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Boiton;  but  I  muft  do  him  the  judice  ta 
allow,  that  notwithftanding  the  inconfhtn* 
cy  of,  flightinefs  of  his  goffemer  tafte,  his 
love  of  pleafure,  and  all  the  faults  with 
which  he  is  reproachedf  yet  he  has  ever 
preferred  his  flncerity-s  aiyl  even  to  Mrs; 
Burton,  whofe  charaQer  he  is  perfcftly 
acquainted  with,  and  on  whom  part  of 
his  fortune  depetids,  he  neveF  condes- 
xcnds  to  difguife  the  truth.  It  is  an  eulo- 
giumon  them  both,  replied  Malvina,  for 
it  is  perhaps,  as  rare  to  know  and  hear  it^ 
as  to  dare  to  afTert  it.  But  he  is  the  only 
one  here  who  poffeffcs  that  privilege. 
It  is  perhaps  the  fault  of  others,  interrupt* 

cd  Malvina,  that  fometimes  we  are  unjuft ; 
and  when  we  accufe  thafe  of  a  fault,  to 
whom  we  are  fo,  we  mufl  not  be  aftonifli- 
cd  if  we  are  repulfed  with  ill  humour. 
No,  replied  Mr.  Prior,  be  affured  Mrs. 
Burton  will  not  permit  fuch  liberties  from 
any  one,  as  fhe  does  from  Sir  Edmond, 
but  (he  acquiefccs,  bccaufehe  is  the  foli^ 
obje6l  of  her  ambition  y  an^l  its  acQom-. 
pliOioient  depends  entirely  on  him.  You 

perhaps. 
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perhaps  know  that  fhe  has  promifed  t^ 
leave  him  all  her  fortune,  on  condition,' 
that  he  will  marry  Lady  Mary  Summer* 
bill,  not  that  fhe  has  the  lead  idea  that  it 
may  contribute  to  augment  his  happinefs; 
no,  (he  does  not  regard  fo  trifling  a  con^ 
cern. 

But  the  family  of  Summerhill  is  one 
of  the  mod  ancient  in  Scotland,  and  likc<y 
wife  poflefles  the  mod  intereft,  and  is  the 
mod  favored  at  St.  James's.  Lord  StaC» 
ford  is  the  friend  (o  Sir  Edmond,  and  has 
promifed,  if  the  marriage  takes  place, 
that  he  will  procure  a  feat  in  parliament 
for  him  ;  and  will  alfo  ufe  his  intered  to 
procure  a  peerage  for  Mrs.  Burton.. 

Thefc,  madam,  are  the  motives  which 
have  determined  this  affair;  yet,  Sit 
Edmond  appears  to  comply  with  great 
relu6iance,  though  he  enjoys  but  a  limited 
fortune ;  and  very  juRly  prefers  his  inde- 
pendence^ to  richeci^ and  dignities.  With- 

out 


mt  AToIatdy  Kjcftiiig  tie.  aUiftiice^  he 
^ftpones  it  from  time  to  time»   The  fear 
that  he  may  nlinquifli.  ft  scfitirelj,  by 
vhich  means  Jhe  wU  Jofe  Jtfae  iitle»  whieh 
haibeen  fo.  long  the  ^incipal  objeft  of 
her  defirey^fiBfcca  Mn.  Barton  to  cotndde 
mhy-and  attend  to  all  he  fays.    This  cir* 
ouaftance  gives  him  great  power  over 
her,  and  while  he  iMntinueslierey  he  per- 
fans  many  excellent  aftions^-^-particular* 
if  coopelling  his  aunt  to  beftow  thofe 
|ifti  on  the  poor  eftablifhments,  which 
Aewould  oiherwife  fpend  on  herfelf.  I 
ihould  fnppofe,  Mr.  Prior,  tBat  a  charac* 
ter,  who  makes  fo  excellent  an  advantage 
of  his  power,  ought  lo  be  both  noble  and 
generous ;  and  I  cannot  comprehend  how 
foinany  eftimable  qualities  can  be  united 
vidi  the  vices  which  you  attribute  to  him  ? 

•■•  Sir  Edmopd)  returned  Mr.  Prior,  had 
Ae  fiidafortune,  madam^  f|6  be  his  own 
mafter  too  early  in  life.~Thrown  on  the 
wotld  wkhotit  a  guide,  he  never  once 

endeavoured 
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-eBckavaared  to  reft  rain  his  firft  diflblcT 
tnclinations,  and  they  became  the  foun 
of  his  future  corruption.  His  foul 
certainly  gretot  and  noble  ;  I  have  r 
marked  in  more  than  one  occaGon, th 
hehas  carried  his  love  of  benevolence  i 
an.enthufiaftic  degree.  His  word  is^facrc 
and  inviolable ;  courageous  to  temerit; 
his  honor  is  dearer  to  him  than  Kf 
and  no  power  on  earth  could  force  hii 
lo  forfeithis.  He  is  alfbio  difintereftei 
that  he  would  have  facriBced  his  fma 
fortune  for  the  fatisfaftion  of  enablir 
his  fifter  to  contra6t  a  marriage  whic 
would  have  rendered  her  happy,  and  i 
fatisfy  the  fcruples  of  the  parties  wh 
obje£led  to^the  marriage  on  that  accoun 

.  WeH,  Mr.  Prior,  faid  Malvina,  app 
rently  delighted  with  the  defcription  i 
this  charafler;— Well,  madam,  a^dto-coi 
traft  fo  many  virtues,  I  muft  infoi!in  ypi 
ihere  re  (ides  in  him  fuch'  an  inordina 
paflion  for  women^  joined  to  fuqh  4$pr 
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^tjr  oT  princi)>Ies,'  that'tfabttgh  he  isjuft 
-and  true  to  all  the  wdrld,  he  feduces  and 
deceives  them'  Kftithovit  refiorfe.   It  is 
alone  ^  an  irrefiftible  -  inclination 
'wMch  forces  him  to  ad  ift  'this  manner; 
hat  it  is  hoth  art  and  defign  which  he  em- 
'ploys— fex  is  the  only"  attraQion.  Not 
■die  fcleaion  of  the  heart;  he  is  -a 
Annger  to  every  thing  l>iit  intrigue, 
•^cfc  commenced  accidentally,  pleafure 
<oopleted,  and  difguft  dcftroycdl  Lov*e 
—real  and  refined  loipe,  -will  ever  be  a 
ftnmger  to  him^  its  pure  and  genuine 
flame  tran  never  be  Telt,  or  arife  in  a 
^ttartprophatied  by  -debauchery^ 

During  the  conclufion  of  this  difeourfe, 
Malvina  had  fallen  into  a  deep  reverie,  fhe 
tppeared  not  to  hear  Mr*  Prior,  who, 
following  her  example,  bicdme  abfent 
and  thoughtful  i  when  Tomkins  haftily 
opened  the  door,'  and  enqiHred  if  Mifs 
Sheridan  was  tliere^  I  thought  ihe  had 
beeli  with  you,  replied  Malvina,  with 

quicknersi 
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quicknefs,  and  alarmedL  I  have  not  feen 
her  fince  dinner,  and  I  have  fearched  in 
Vain  for  her,  as  (he  is  not  ivith  Mrs.  Bur- 
ton. Ah,  my  God,  faid  Malvina,  rufhing 
out  of  the  room,  and  flying  from  one 
apartment  to  another,  without  finding 
her.  Mr.  Prior,  who  was  extremely 
diftrefled  on  the  occafion,  fearched  the 
grounds  for  her.  Malvina  continuing 
under  the  greated  anxiety,  repeated)/ 
called  on  little  Frances,  as  loud  as  poffi- 
ble;  (he  heard  at  laft  a  voice  anfwer, 
which  (he  recognifed  was  her  darling's^ 
She  opened  feveral  doors^  and  in  the  laft^ 
room,  winch  (hehad  notobfcrved  before, 
(he  beheld  Sir  Edmond,  with  Frances 
featedon  his  knee.  The  pleafure  of  finding 
her  and  the  anxiety  (lie  had  experienced 
united,  created  fuch  fenfations,  that  her 
ftrength  was  nearly  exhaufted ;  when  pale 
and  trembling,  (he  funk  into  the  firft 
chair  which  was  near  the  door,  and  held 
out  her  arms  to  the  child^  who  flew  into 

themi 


tKem,  and  Malviiia  preffing  her  to  her  bo- 
fsfrn^  tenderly  carefled  her. 

Sir  £dinond  approached  her  with 
aftonifhinent;  faying,  am  I  fo  unfortu- 
Qite  a§to  have  been  the  caufe  of  tne  un- 
eafinefs  you  have  experienced-^permit 
me  to  requeE  your  pardon  for  this  invo- 
lontaiy  o&nce  ?  I  have  found  her^  xe* 
|)ted  Malvina,  ihewing  Frances,  and  I  am 
lop  happy  to  complain  of  any  one.  Sir 
£ifiDBODd  contemplated  her  in  filence,  his 
«|fea  foffufed  with  tears.  This  is  nature,' 
irid^ljpt  with  .\ivacity^  and  it  is  only  in 
dM^^^a^er  .where  nature  and  Simplicity 
lefi^fs^.  we  can  ^  prove  its  cfFed :  to 
dKff  he  eoBtinuejd,  .you  have  taught  me, 
hov.  VfUJ^ch  &c  furpafles  th^  unnatural  be- 
mffijml^.l  thought  p9ireffed  her  traits j 
There ^lis  jQO  good  without  truth.-^And 
that  troth  will  bring  convidibn,  replied 
^alvina  >  if  you  go  beyond  it,  we  may  be 
led  aftray.  Certainly,  replied  he,  others 
have  fittd  that  beforp  youj  but  no  one 
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has  ever  faid  it' like  you.  *  Thd'turprile 
you  have  created,  can  only  be  equalled 
by  the  pleafure  of  feeing  you.  But,  ahl 
I  hope  I  have  not  offended  you,  niadaxn^ 
added  he,  on  Malvina's  rlfing  to  retire,  as 
you  are  going  tp  punifh  me  for  being  toV 
finceje?       *  '  '  ' 

1  am  too  little  accuftomed  to  the  worl^ 
to  undcrltand  fuch  language,  and  I  fhould  j 
have  been  equally  pleafed,  had  I  bien  I 
exempted  from  receiving  thcfe  marks  of  ^ 
your  diftinfclion.  "As  fhe  was  going  ou^gfj 
Sir  Edmond  followed  her  Vfith  aHagibtitdRQ 
air,  faying,  really  do  you  think  it  po$btj|^:i 
to  converfe  with  you,  with  fucH  ar'difp^tf- 
iition  as  mine,  ,and  not  be  loft  ?  This 
confeffion  reminded  Malvina  of  what  fhe 
had  heard  from' Mr.  Prior,  ahrf  fhe  fmiled 
involuntarily;   Sir  Edmond  marked  it, 
adding,  I  refpeft  your  filence  too  mii^h, 
to  dare  to  queftion  the  caufe  of  that  fmile^ 
but  I  imagine  fome'  one'has  given  yt)U  an 
odious  opinion  of  mt?  Yom  m^Y  ^eft 
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aflured,  Kiurtied  Malvina,  if  they  have 
faid  any  evil,  they  have  not  concealed 
any  of  your  good  qualities,  which  far  ex- 
ceeds tlie  bad*  ^  ' 

y  &mK^  who  was  neftt  faef,  took 
Ikriaad»1«yinf9  perhaps  you  irilhed  to 
L^Ucve  the  one  more  than  the  other? 
the  contrary,  faid  Malvina,  for 
1  am  fpeakiiig  of  a  ftranger,  I  alfufe 
jift  6ir^4nclined  to  dwell  on  the 
aiTd  believe  it,  in  preference  to  the 
I  kd.  Certainly  I  am  a  ftranger  to  you, 
I  rcplfed  Sir  £dmond,  froiling,  as  fhe  open- 
^filfae  door,  wlleii  Ihe  perceived  another 
thai  M  to  the  gallery  was  alfo 
open,  wliich  a  woman  appeared  to  clofe, 
fli^uttcrf  d  a  Ihriek.   The  voice  Mal- 
vtiyr  thought  was  Mifs  Melmor*s^  but  fhe 
inunediately  rejefied.  this  idea,  on  per- 
ceiving her  enter  the  room  aC  this  inftant, 
Sir  EdsHMid  pretended,  that  he  had  not 
heard  or  obfcrved  any  perfon,  and  re- 
4;f£  /pcdfully 
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rpe£tru11y  bowed  to  Malvina  as  flic  de- 
parted. 

She  went  dawn  to  Mrs.  Burton,  vhere 
flie  found  Mr.  Prior,  and  related  to  thenit 
her  finding  her  little  darling  with  Sir£d« 
mond.  The  latter  foon  joined  them— 
Malvina  felt  no  incUna^ion  to  retire,  and 
Mrs.  Burton  did  not  thiitk  it  advifeable  te 
admonifh  her,  though  her  uneafinefs  wai 
not  the  leaft  diminifhed  on  feeing  her  ne- 
phew near  fo  charming  a  woman.  For,  ever 
fince  Malvina's  arrival,  (he  had  feverely 
repented  havihg  received  her.  It  was 
not  the  inclination  which  he  poffeiTed  for 
women  in  general,  of  which  (he  was  fear- 
ful ;  (he  was  confcious  alfo,  that  Malvina. 
"was  'endowed  with  fomething  infinitely 
fuperior  to  that  which  can  attrafl  the  fes- 
fes  only :  and  confequently,  made  her 
tremble  for  the  proje6ted  union  with 
Lady  SummerhiJK  Notwithftanding  tbii 
painful  idea,  (he  felt  it  was  both  necelfary 
and  polite  in  her^  not  to  hurt  the  iRdqpen* 
«^  dent 
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dent  fpiril  of  this  haughty  young 
man,  by  letting  him  perceive,  that  ihe 
viihed  Malvina  to  be  kept  fccludc-d. 
She  was  perfet'tly  fenfible  that  fuch  a  pro- 
ceeding would  be  the  greateft  induce- 
ment for  him  to  vifh  to  counterafl  it,  as  he 
would  never  fubmit  to  the  will  of  others. 

The  mod  trifling  oppofition  to  his 
vilhesi  was  the  fureft  method  of  exciting 
them, :  It  was  this  which*  had  induced 
ber  to  artfully  perfuade  him   that  fhc 
hid  ufed  every  endeavour  to  perfuade 
Madame  de  Sorcy  to  join  their  fociety, 
but  all  in  vain,  as  the  peculiar  chara£ter 
of  her  coufin  bordered  on  mifanthropic 
nidencfi,  which  never  yielded  to  kindnefs 
or  civility.    On  finding  them  together  in 
the  morning,  the  fear  of  having  her  am- 
bitious views  deftroyed,  had  deprived 
her  of  the  power  of  fupprelSng  the  fir  ft 
emotions  of  her  vexation;   On  reficftion, 
flie  recoUefted,  that  in  order  to  dc-ccive 
Sir*  Edmond)  it  would  be  ncccflary  to 
G  3  fci^n 
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feign  an  appearance  of  fatisfadion,  when 
it  happened  that  (he  could  not  avoid 
having  Malvina  with  thenK 

Thus,  by  fupprefling  the  anxiety  Ihc 
felt,  (he  behaved  with  uncommon  atten- 
tion and  kindnefs  to  hercou(in,  and  took 
infinite  pains  to  render  herfelf  amiablci 
which  (he  was  perfcdly  capable  of,  when 
(he  pleafed  ;  but  thi^  evening  flie  WiM 
particularly  agreeable;  every  tonq.  per 
ceived  it,  and  Malvina  in  particular. 
Thus,  as  her  felf-love  was  gratified, it  ren* 
dered  her  in  fome  degree  lefs  fearful, 
that  her  fchemes  might  be  abortive^  and 
placed  her  fo  much  at  her  eafe,  from  her 
mind  being  a  little  relieved,  that  it  gave 
a  grace  to  all  her  adtons.  The  fpinied 
and  fenfible  converfation  of  Sir  Edmond, 
and  the  inftru£live  and  fententious  dif- 
courfc  of  Mr.  Prior,  would  have  rendei!- 
ed  it  rather  too  ferious,  if  iVIalvina^had 
not  tempered  its  effe£k,  by  giving  it  an 
aifcfiing  and  intercfting  turn,  proceeding 

from 


tfmAcfi^nfyrc  tendency  <^  her,  difpofi- 
■OB.  A*  to  Mrs.  MeloxMr,  flic  wan  only 
die  echo  of  Mrs.  Burton}  by  exclaiaiing> 
atthe,conclaflon  of  evcfy  featoncr,  de- 
^li^aU  >^tafi9ipis  I  jopkiqg  round,  as 
jjilffi^  U;4o,<f|.y|.,ho«^.wili  yQU.,,9nf^er  to 

jihftFo-.jf-.jiij  M' m  *>p««»  ftp  j|m>>  ^'^^^ 

HKf^i^pvld  Iwye  tfad.np  pprc.eflFca 
.fl|.^f(,C9n|pap](,,  if.miiad,  been  a 
.llit^.  ij^e  furpHj»r^,,^.Her  dauj^hter 
yiffegpdjay;  ofher  q^cm  for  convcrfa- 
yi^at  gaity^i«5Wb,lh5)rt  i^eiitcncesr 
l#?W«fiPI««f'^  ^xiUari«i  with.thofe 

:M*I^.9P4 <^  copver/ation.  She 

ihofe  whom  fhe  obferved  were  partial 
tot  (bch  rational  amafement;  and  for 
.|igiDiy,iipic^  i^x.  .?fior  and,  Madame  de 
.^jr,«;er|e  tlu^^c^jeas.  of  her  raillerjf. 
tijl^fejuyed  tp,)m^  gained  Sir  i^mond  to 
jjpin,\titrf  -^..Qi^twell  knew  bis  talent  for 
•   :-:,f.     !.C4  fatire. 
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fatire,  which  is  rarely  united  ^th  ftal 
lity  and  goodnefs. 

But  his  knowledge  was  extenfive,  ai 
he  was  in  pojQTeflion  of  To  great  a  {hare 
good  fenfe,  as  well  as  wit,  that  he  cdo 
adapt  his  humour  to  the  company,  ki 
be  as  fdrious  fn  the  world,  'as  *^ 
iblitude.  She  perceived  this  with  vci 
tion,  andwas  alfd  inritated  by  the  plie 
lure  he  appeiired  16  enjoy  in "converfii 
'with  Mai V ilia,  as  it  cJbligerfhet  to  rcma 
filent.  She  fat  pouting  Ih^a^l&rkai'^  ifi 
though  M^lvina  frequefnti} 
in  dircpurfe,  Ihe  fcafcely  retu^tATieVi 
anfwer,  and  the  tone  an  d  'Hiiilihcr  dfh 
reply  determined  MalVihan/o^  ^*'  addn 
her  again.  " 

At  laft  Mirs  Melmor,  tirtd  perfon 
ing  a  part  fo  unnatural  to  her  charad< 
arofe  with  vifible  ill  humour,  and '(eat 
herfeir  before  the  piano,  which  was 
the  other  end  of  the  room,  and  perfon 


ed  reverit  jfieces.  Malvina  'was  the  fiitt 

iiemti  '  Mfft  liE^c^drltoked  at  Malvina 
liftOii  an  eil)>itlfllbh  ikhith  ififdnned  iher^ 
lili  lieitp^alVb.\^  tduDy  indiflfcrent  to 
aail  e^^      tb  Sir  Edmorid^  pr6* 
\^USSia iS&iy  iKeIr  fiii|iiig^^ah  Italian  doet 

Mm  Burtdn,  as 
^'xy  att  lo^eth'er; .  try.  fecte  oP  thbft 
fltntti  operas  I :  Oh^^  faid  Malvina,  look* 
lai^       Cbe  inioklB,  ^  faaVe'  here 

Aimidcf,  Alceftes,  and  Oedipe^ilYofechifr 
^o^vf^ea  pf  our  nation ;  ah,  my  dear  Mrs. 
ifarfbii^'I  ip^rteive  your  heart^'ft^m  retains 
iukc  for*  lhe'^^odu£libns  of fVaticfc';  ' 

F6t  my  part,'  dried  Mifi  MtWdr,^ 'dfs- 
dubfdf^, 'I  do  not- think  any  flihng  fo 
cUd  md  dull  at  that  langoagei v  iKid^I 
t^h^  it'  tinpoffible  that  ahy  6h^^^ 
li^ii  dtber.rWeet  or  agreeable^'^Ho  mc 
ill  Intrtat^  Madame  de  Sorey  't6  fpiak 
a-fey  words)  replied  Sir  Edmond^  Tof  I 
05.  am 
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am  certain  (he  will  convince  you  bl  yoa 
error.  Perhaps  not,  retorted  fhe,  ivitl 
increafed  contempt,  and  fpe^king  low-- 
my  opinion  is  not  fo  eafily  changed,  m; 
head  is  not  fo  foon  elevated,  that  a  "won 
will  turn  it..  Ah,  it  is  not  thfi  head  tha 
is  in  danger  with  her,  faid  Sir  Edmond 
The  heart  you  mean,  replied  (he,  ironical 
ly:  but  happily  for  fome  people,  tht] 
have  nothing  to  rifque  from  that  pafty 
But,  if  they  are  believed  when  they  fa] 
they  have,  like  fo  many  others,  they  wil 
be  deceived. 

During  this  converfation,  which  Mai 
vina  appeared  not  to  notice,  but  of  whici 
fhe  heard  every  fyllable;  while  Mrs 
Burton  was  gone  into  the  next  room  to 
look  for  the  fecond  part  of  Oedipe^ 
with  which  (he  returned,  before  Sir  £d« 
mond  had  time  to  reply,  which  difappoint 
ed  him  not  a  little;  though  much  led  (b 
than  Malvina.  Let  us  fee,  Kitty,  faid  Mrs« 
Burton^  placing  the  mufic  on  the  delk  be- 
fore 
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fore  her*  if  we  cannot  accompany  you  in 
this  beautiful  trio  ?  Mifs  Melmor  tried 
it,  but  file  had  only  execution  without 
ufte.  She  played  like  a  mafter,  yet  (he 
did  not  diftinguifli  better  than  a  fcholar. 
Hid  therefore  it*  was  impoffibfe  for  tbem 
toaddotbpany  her.. 

lunrertarin  faid  Sir  Edmond,  Madame 
it  SoTcy  will  fucceed  better.  If  I  (hould^ 
r^rned  Malvina,  I  (hall  deferve  not  the 
lea/l  merit,  as  I  have  been  accuftomed  to 
Ais  muGc  from  my  infancy.  Ah, 
tbcB,  I  am  not  the  leaft  furpri fed  that 
you  have  fuch  a  languifliing  air,  faid 
Mifs  Melmor,  for  it  mud  be  a  mod  infi- 
|rid  amulement^  quite  fufikient  to  damp. 
Acfpirits; 

IF  the  Italian  mufic  pleafes  you  better, 
let  us  leave  this,  replied'  Malvina,  with 
the  iitmoft  fweetnefs.  No,  no,  couiin, 
hiA  Mrs.  Burton^  tiake  Tier  place,  and 
let  this  divine  harmony,  make  us  for 
c6  awhile 


.  MA|.y»HfA* 

a  while  forget  the  hQiyUng.win^s.wMck 
feem  to  Hve  only  in  thefe  ippuniatii^,} 
and  fancy  ctwfylvwj/f^  our  ovn  to^W(^ 
try.      .V./  :f  . 

.  .    i.  •    .    ;  .1  ,  :v.. 

Mifs  Melmpr  ^brupttf  riCiyg,  ^r?^!^^ 
puflied  afide  her  chair,  ao4  fea(e4  herfdf 
at  a  diftance,  as  if  determined  not  to 
hear.  By  the  aid  of  a  Ught  fingf^^  and 
an  excellent  ear,  Malvina  executecjl'tb^ 
molt  difficult  parts,  with  tafte  andr.ealip^ 
It  was  very  pofQble  to  have  a  more  briU 
liaht  execution,  but  Malvina  poiTetTeA 
the  power  when  fhe  played,  of  fpeaJM^p 
to  the  heart.'  .<>  / 

Mrs.  Burton  was  foon  tired,  though  fbm 
was  anxious  to  have  it  believed  that  Qn/C 
was  paffionately  fond  of  mufic,  and  by 
always  aflerting  this,  (he  had  per£piai|ed 
herfelf  that  it  was  really  thc  cafip.  fijffi 
one  hour  <}eyoted  to  hacoionyy  ,wu  4(1* 
much  as  flie  could  fupporL  Befidest^ 
prefence  of  M^Vjioa  was  a  punifluae^iili 
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to  her;  her  talenu  chagrined  her,  and  to 
relieve  herfelf  from  fo  painful  a  fituation 
Ihe  feigned^  -^gh^  indifpofition^  and  un- 
der  tbat  pretext,  obliged  all  the  com. 
to  retire. 


CHA!^. 


aMBgaaarfii  ii  \  ii 

chaf:.  IX. 


Without  knowing  to  whiat* 
particularly  to  attribute  it^  Malvina  felt^ 
that  evening  had  paSed  more  pleafant 
than  ufual  to  hen  She  fancied  it  had 
alfo  been  obferved,  and  {be  thought  (he 
might  be  conftrained  by  thefe  engage- 
mentS)  if  (he  continued  to  go  down  every^ 
day.  With  thij  idea,  (he  waited  till  the 
next  day,  with  a  curiofity  mingled  with 
inquietude^  to  hear  if  her  cou(in  hadmen^ 
tioned  it.  But  nothing  tranfpired,  her- 
dinner  was  ferved  as  ufual ;  in  the  even-^ 
ii)g^  though  tempted  to  join  the  party. 


yet  (he  was-  fearfal  of  going  down,  Ihe 
fecretly  wiflied  to  join  them,  and  fbe  at^ 
tributed  this  defire  only  to  the  hope  of 
amuiing  her  griefs :  but,  if  Ihe  had  only 
this  motive,  it  would  not  have  required 
fomuch  refledion  andfolicitude:  fliebefic- 
tatedibecaufelhe  had  another,  andwhichi 
without  endeavouring  to  develope  it  her^ 
felf,flie  intuitively  felt  thai  others  mighti 
She  remained  folitary  and  albne>  The  days 
paffed:  Mrs.  BurtOn  went  frequently  to 
fee  her,  with  a  view  to  prevent  ber  going 
down,  ihe  even  avoided  fpeakmg  on  the 
fubje6k  to  Malvina,  who  dared  not  pro- 
pofe it;  and  always  pretended  to  her  ne« 
phew,  that  fhe  had  ufed  the  moft  prefSng 
entreaties,  to  induce  her  to  join  thenny 
bat  all  in  vain* 

Things  were  in  this  train,  when  one^ 
morning,  Frances  catne  running  to  her 
mother's  chamber  out  of  breath,  faying, 
Anzoletta  is  below,  mama,  as  the  fchool 
is  Ihut  to  day,  (he  bas  come  to  play 

with 
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with  me ;  will  you  let  us  go  and  r 
fnow  balls  in  the  court     And  ytb 
Anzoletta,  my.)dear  ?   Qh,  it  is  that 
girl  who  fung  fo  pretty,  and  who  fp 
like  :  us^    Sir  :£dmood's  god-daugl 
faid  Malvina,  bluQiivg  ^  little^  Yes, 
Ilia,  but  that  ,  does  not  prevent  heri 
being  good.   No,  my  love,  q^iie  the 
fralry.  Sir .Edmonfd  )  believe  is  very  { 
bimfelf*    Indeed^  mama  I  would  you 
lieve  that  our  Tomkios  is  always  tel 
me  that  he  is^not;  that  jie  is  a  ftory-te 
and  only  makes  believe  to  be  good^ 
be  may  deceive  people;  and  a  g 
many  other  things  which  I  have  quite 
gpu   You  are  quite  right  to  fbFget 
the  iH  you  hear  faid  of  others ;  but 
my  love,  and  join  your  companionr  ' 
little  creature  kilTcd  her,  and  joyf 
went  to  enjoy  this  permiffioair  ^ 

Malvina  turning  to  Tomklns,  fard,  i 
do  you  repeat  fuch  things  to  the  ch 
tales  which  you  otight  not  to  pay  ; 
li  '  attent 
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ta?  I  am  very  cett^iof  madaii)» 
•le  not  taks,  tod  X  «tti  fnr^  I 
mtered  half  of  ivbat  I  hear  dflfily^ 
pe  you  will  not  make  Frances 
dim  of  all  thcrepontii  the  .fer- 
Bufe  yott.  wthi  :  Gtriftifily^iDOl^ 
for  when  Mn^  Taffe..  cofiieit;ta 
v  wcrallwayi  tiako  -  tare;  tod  coii* 
fwidfpdra.  i  Ab,i  ttadamt^  iCiybtt 
ttoirliow'.Sk  £dn)osd  bfehasifai 
a.  ^-Yott  iiay<di{peDfir  w}tk*kt'i^ 
leir  it^'  Tos»ki]i^  ltiili<;d  M«ll^ 
hatfe  not  tbb  kafl  ^.tfioAty  toibt 

oAfWUh:il..ii .  :  '  \        r  '  {  A  U  \} 

ifeit;  ilefi  ih«  room,  liot)  imdtaMdt 
{Kgbt  vi(h.AO:kQow'injRbat^aok 
fidmmid  bchavidiaimiftlfi  Ihut  * 
becb.'  crvea  fibore  powerful  ^  flrf 
ivebeeR'httTt  to  fiitUfy  Ahfsfclf». 
in|  to  the  chit  chat  of  a  thaiubcr, 
-Winbout  precxfely  kncmitog 
j/t  the  cifiaiea  qf  which.  l^iiEdl^ 
u  accuicd^.ihe  goefled  whit  thky; 

polfibly^ 
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poiTibly  might  be,  and  notwithftandtn|(: 
her  ufual  lenity,  (he  did  not  feel  inclined 
&o  gram  any  in  bis  favor. 

\V::h  ihefe  ideas,  ihe  went  down- to  the* 
CiHir: — Anzoletta  came  to  her  in  an  afFcc- 
si.^TUte  Tranner,  and  Frances  was  profufe 
;ii  ;he  praifes  of  her  little  companion 
M2c»  ina  amufed  feerfelf  by  running,  with 
:Sr  cr,}  inrn,  in  order  to  keep  lKr(el£ 
% arr:.    She  few  Sir  Edmond  at'  c  little 
^«l;ft^ce.  walking  very  quick.    On  ob« 
,    ^CT.  he  boved«  but  pafledJDiL.witl>- 
o^;         -c.    NCilvinapaid'no  attendoo 
.V.  1  -    ^.  ><r  rrtfent  difpofition,  (he 
ist^vA  wifli  to  kiiow  any 
a^  ^<  c^*vic;j:wj:  C-:3t.  Sie  was^  howeve^ 
•M.Si'  ss."?«s  >i  Ji  :5c  cool  attention  he 
*M    w  icckrac  which  way  he 

%       %  K-r.  ^  ^^•••  vrrsa  cacse*  and  whifper- 
^    -  i  —'^^'i^  I  can  guefs 

^  •v  v  t     ^%v-^u.>v:'  :»  ^inf; — Perhaps 
K    w    •v^      *       X*  iavw^  Anzoletta. 
Ki^  V        ivt.  Mr  he  never  will 

tell. 
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any  body,  when  he  is  going  to  ferve 
one ;  but  if  you  will  go  with  me,  I 
(hew  you,  and  then  you  will  fee  I 
not  deceived. 

he  little  girl  fet  ofFa  running,  Frances 
Malyina  folio  wing,  not  that,  ihe  wi(h- 
>  furprife  Sir  Edmond,.  but  only  to 
ent  the  children,  of  being .  guilty  of 
indifcretion,  and  keep  them  away, 
called  after  them,  but  could  not 
e  them  hear,  as  they  kept  running. 

they  had  reached  tiie  door  of  a 
I  low  dwelling,  in*  one  of  the  molt 
ed  parts  of  the  park,  Anzoletta  ftop- 
,  and  laying  her  finger  on  her  lips, 
,  faid  (he  to  Malvina,  or  he  will 

us;  and  gently  pufhing  open  the 
V  flie  ftept  in  on  tiptoe,  and  taking 
vina*s.band,  fhe  pointed,  to  a  glafs 

wher€  (be  obfcrved  at  one  end  of 
cent  chamber,  Sir.  Edmond,  leaning 
\\c  back  of  an  eafy  chair  which  fup- 
cd  an  elderly  woman,  who  app.eare4 

pale 


fztie  and;  knguifliing.  That  is  good  N 
Narion^  my,  god*fatbefs  nurfe,  whifpe 
Anzotetta  fiie  was  taken,  very  ill  t 
morning;  and  I  fuppofe  they  have  he 
of  it  at  the  caftle  :  it  was*  for  that  rea 
Sir  Edmond  went  fo  haftrly,  for.  he  ii 

'   goody  and  (he  loves  him  very  mueh. 

i  ■  •    .  .  i  ■ ' 

Afle6led  by.  this  plbafing  pidhir«, 
•  beholding  a  young  man  wbowa«repreri 
ed  fo  frivolousy.-fulfilling  the  moft  pi 
•duties  by  a  ficlL  and  fuffbring  won 
'Malvina  eould  not  help  reproaching  1 
fielPfor  the  difadvamageous  opinion 
had  entiertained  of  hi^  a  moifient  bef^ 
How  freely  did  Ihe  forgive  him  for 
attending  more  particularly  to  her^  > 
YucH.      eXcelleQt.motive  in  view  ! 
.  wofald  have  been  tnifarable  to  havib 
tained  hihi- an  inftant.    Malvina  was 
one  of  thofe  women  who  wifhed  to  ar 
:«h<:atientioe;  it  is  v^anity  alone  which 
pe(k^  fuch  unlimited  fway :  real  •  h 
'bowtfvcrr  violent  it  may  be^  io  a.  pure 

virtu 
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Virtuoas  mind)  "would  blufh  at  the  idea 
of  ufurping  one  ^moment  that  could  be 
didated  to  bumanrty.  Not  that  Malvina 
vas  in  love  with  Sir  Edmond)  I  only  as- 
feit,  that  had  (he  loved  him  or  any  other, 
it  was  in  her  character  to  think  ihuu  The 
influence  of  a  good  a3ion  on  fuch  a  mind 
a lier'S)  was  much  more  dangerous  than 
•all  the  paffionate  expreffions  or -aCtiont 
irVich  reafon  can  refift. 

Thus,  while  her  attentiofi  was  occupied 
by  the  afFefting  piQure  before  her ;  little 
Frances,  who  was  extremely  cold,  and 
lired  of  waiting  To  long,  pulled  her  mo- 
ther's robe^  and  intreated  her  to  go.  MaU 
Tina  did  not  immediately  attend  to  her, 
vhich  occafioned  the  child  to  raife  her 
voice;  on  this.  Sir  Edmond  turned  his 
bead,  and  coming  towards  the  door,  to 
fee  from  whence  the  noife  proceeded, 
perceived  them.    Malvina,  alarmed  at 
heing  furprifed  by  him  in  fuch  a  fituation, 
as  if  Ihc  was  prying  into  his  conduA,  wifti- 

cd 
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edtoefcsipe  unperceived,  but  that  was  iai« 
poflible.  She  thought  that  her  endeavour- 
ing to  conceal  herfelf,  would  have  a  worfe 
appearance;  than  hi^  finding  her  there 
and  whatever  it  might  cod  her,  (he  wat 
determined  to  ftay  where  flie  was. 

jSir  £dmond,on  obferving  her^  uttened. 
ai>  exclamation  of  furprife,  and  MalvinB} 
with  her  eyes  caft  down,  while  a  deep 
blufli  dyed  her  countenance,  replied 
timidly ;  you  mud  attribute  my  indifcre- 
tion  to  the  aSe€tioa  of  your  god-daugh- 
ter, for  it  was  (he  who  conduced  me 
here,  purpofely  that  flie  might  prefent 
ypu  in  the  moft  amiable  point  of  view. 
Come  in,  madam,  come  in,  I  beg  of  you, 
replied  Sir  Edmond,  rather  confounded: 
this  fight,  though  fo  affliding,  will  not 
terrify  you.  Come  and  contribute  your 
kind  afliftance,  to  foothe  and  fortify  the 
mind  of  my  good  nurfe,  againfl  the  terrors 
of  death.  She  is  imploring  the  divine 
mercy^  and  your  limcly  entrance  will  ea* 
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able  her  to  perforin  it  with  greater  ad- 
vantage, as  She  may  fafely  imagine  flie 
beholds  an  angci  near  hen  Is  (he  then 
fo  extremely  ill»  ei^qulred  Malvina,  aa 
Ihe  advanced,  perhaps  it  iivould  be  pro- 
per tQ  fend  for  Mr.  Prior  ? 

The  good  won^an  h^rd  her^and  raifing 
her  feeble  voij:e  with  apparent  difficulty— 
NoiQo^  faid-Ihc,  there  is  sip  occafion,  his 
fine  words  would  not  afford  me  fo  much 
cmfon  as  ihc  kindncfs  and  friendfhip  of 
aiy  dear  fon.  How  much  did  this  culo- 
gium  raife  him  in  thcr  eyes, of  Malvina^ 
and  her  good  opinion,  allowed  her  to 
fpread  the  manilc  of  benevolence  over 
his  other  vices,  and  veil  them  from  her 
view !  Tears  fell  from  her  eyes,  as  flic 
took  the  parchc^  hand  of  the  patient  fuf« 
ferer.  You  feem  very  ill,  my  good  mo- 
ther, faidihp?:  Malyina's  agc^nts  were 
ib  extremely  gentle  ^d  fweet,  that  it 
ronfcd  her  attention,  when  looking  ai  her, 
bid|  I  believe  you  are  the  Lady  that 

Mrs^ 


tL44  MALVtKA. 

Mrs.  Burton  brought  to  fee  the  fick  per- 
fons,  a  little  while  fince  ?  They  all  fpoke 
of  you,  you  relieved  them^  and  each  tcJ 
ceived  a  benefit  from  you.<>— -I  tfaank  God' 
that  He  has  not  taken  me  before  I  iaw  yoa'i 
again.  Do  not  fpeak  fo  much,  my  good 
mother,  interrupted  Sir  Edmond,  who  ap- 
peared entirely  occupied  with  the  fitia- 
tion  of  his  nurfe;  you  will  exhauft  your 
ftrength ;  take  fome  of  this  cordial,  and 
inform  us  if  you  wifh  for  the  prefence  of 
Mr.  Prior.  Anzoletti  has  been  to  fetch 
him,  faid  Frances,  who  had  hid  herfelf  in 
Malvina's  robe,  fearful  of  looking  at  Mrs# 
Norton,  left  ihe  fliould  fee  her  expire. 

I  am  alloniflicd  that  when  any  one  is 
ill,  Mr.  Prior  is  not  immediately  informed 
of  it,  faid  Malviha,  to  a  perfon  who  ap- 
peared to  be  a  relation  of  the  good  wo- 
man's ?  Oh,  madam,  ifae  replied,  he  it  fe 
much  engaged,  that  one  is  featful  of  dis- 
turbing him,- he  is  always 'VritiAg  iii  Mt 
clofet  fine  difcourfei  tertairily ;  but  thia 

employment 
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nent  does  not  leave  him  time  to 
d  fee  us ;  not  that  he  has  ever  re« 
y  one  when  fent  for,  no,  I  do  not 
T  as  to  f&y  that,  and  I  know  alfo 
:an  fay  very  fine  things, 

entrance  of  Mr.  Prior  put  an  end 
ood  woman's  difcourfe.  The  firft 
^hich  arretted  his  attention  (even 
:he  fick  woman)  was  Malvina, 
c  approached,  faying  to  her;  you 
e  here  to  witnefs  this  terrible  mo- 
his  moment,  when  the  trembling 
lefs  foul  is  on  the  borders  of  an 
n  world.  Mr.  Prior,  faid  Sir 
in  a  whifper,  pointing  to  his 
/ill  you  endeavour  to  fpeak  a  few 
f  comfort  which  may  infpire  her 
titude,  and  tranquilii'e  her  heart? 
I  arofe,  and  refigning  her  place 
Prior,  Ihe  aflifted  Sir  Edmond  to 
the  nurfe  in  her  chair.  Well,  my 
Irs,  Norton,  faid  Mr.  Prior,  your 
1  undoubtedly  fails,  and  your 
H  trembling 


ucmbling*eart  may 
all  powerful  God  will  be  your 
jt}y  emirefy  on  hk  merq^,  an4  M  FSnjyi 
port  you  ibr  ever^  -even  ^i^Vs-'^^ojiM^ 
.the  vale  of  deat^  .qper^  kefor^.y4>^^  j^,] 
(will  (Comfort  and  he  aear  you.  ^\ 

0      ■.  1  V'^ 

Ah«  fir^  His  wiirhe  done  and.not 
*-I  fubmit  .without  >murmuring  ;  jb<^|i^i 
our  Lord  and  Saviour  will  intercede. io|f 
me.   Confide  in  the  clemency  of  the  . 
holy  Father  and  Son,  my  good  Nortoiur^^ 
He  is  good  and  merciful,  and  when 
calls  us  to  himfdlf  when  we  are  duft,  H/^ 
with  .infinite  ^oodnefs,  will  pardon 
that  wc  may  know  he  ought  to  bejoyed^. 
much  more  than  he  is  fc^ed.    He  ci|;|| . 
•witnefs'I  never  did  evil  to  any  pe^ffi^d. 
and  why  (hoilld  I  doubt  his  mercy  ? . 
if  I  regret  life,  it  is  only  on  the  acciMu^^ 
my  poor  family  who  will  jemaia  h^^ 
fery ;  and,  continued  (he,  while  1.1^^5 
gave  part  of  all  the  benefits  I  i^ceiyi^ 
frommy  fQn£dmondi  butoalo%K|^ 
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^Att  will  become  of  them  ?  I  will  take 
jMRcCthem,  my  good  mother,  faid  Sir 
jUmondy  wiA  energy :  be  aflured  they 
4Wi  Bot  iraat  for  any  thing,  while  I  have 
i|tD-beftow.   I  know  that  my  dear  Sir 
Xdbnond  has  an  excellent  hearty  faid  hit 
urlby  ^while  the  laft  drops  of  nature's 
.fMing  fell  from  her  eyes ;  I  truft  to  your 
IflMMres,  but  you  are  not  always  here. 
Itel  I  fliall,  interrupted  Msilvina,  and  I 
^  win  endeavour  to  fupply  his  place.  Yes, 
b  my  mother,  added  Sir  Edmond,  gratified 
It  having  it  in  his  power  to  enter  into  an 
'  tagagement  in  concert  with  Malviha,  we 
I  viU  both  give  you  our  promife,  that  we 
vill  evn  remember  the  welfare  and  inte- 
left  of  your  children ;  Malvina  held  out- 
htt  hand  as  a  teftimony  of  her  part  of  thcr 
.  sigieement,  which  Sir  Edmond  eagerly 
lifaiedj  and  placed  it  between  his  own  on 
iiieJkiites  of  the  dying  woman,  who,  af- 
.  fcAed  by  their  a£tions,  and  perfe&Iy  eafy 
vitbrc^ffd  to  her  family,  faintly  articu-» 
^  hted  tbefe  words :  ^^JLetme  now,  O  Lord^ 
I  jBTjf  depart 
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depart  in  peace"  ? — and  expired  in  a  few 
moments  after. 

On  theirretum  to  the  eaftle,  the  couft- 
tenance  of  Mr.  Prior  was  more  grave-} 
that  of  Malvina  more  thoughtful ;  evea 
Sir  Edmond  was  ferious;  but  foon  re- 
gaining bis  ufual  vivacity,  as  he  removed- 
from  the  melancholy  fpeftacle,  he  faid^ 
Churchmen,  I  think,  have  not  much  todo-; 
they  may  be  very  good,  and  are  ufeful 
by  their  writings,  but  they  can  never  per- 
fuade  me  that  they  are  (b  ufeful  to  the 
general  order,  as  a  good  and  honeft  crea* 
ture  whohas  paffed  her  life  4n  conlinual 
labour,  and  without  having  enjoyed  her 
exiftence,  terminated  it  in  mifery.  And 
who  has  informed  you  that  (he  did  not 
enjoy  it,  replied  Mr.  Prior  ?  Does  not 
happinefs  belong  as  much  to  the  (Children 
of  virtue  as  to  the  favorites  of  fortune  P 
and  with  this  title,  has  not  Mrs.  NortOR 
lived  more  fatisiied  than— than  perhapa 
yourfelf  ? 

>*""^  Faith, 
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Faillr,  |hat  is  very  likely,  replied  Sir 
KdiDond ;  in  the  manner  in  which  things 
are  arranged  here  below,  I  am  convinced 
that  the  mod  brilliant  lituations  are  ^not 
always  the  moft  happyv  In  the  courfe  of 
.  a-life  which  we  may  regard  in  every  rc- 
fpcQ,  as  fortunate^  yet  I  have  expen- 
enced  nnany  more  hours  qF  ennui  than 
pleafure  ;  and  1  have  often  had  occafion 
to  doubt  the  goodnefs.  of  that  power  who- 
has  ordained  that  we  (hould  receive-  lb 
liulc  gpodi  wiih  fomuch  evil. 

Thefe  words  irritated  Mr.  Prior,  and 
regarding  Sir  Edmond  with  indignation, 
be  faid,  in  a  tone  the  mod  emphatic; 
What  art  thou,  fon  of  man,  thou  who  bvt 
yellerday  was  raifed  from  the  dud,  that 
thou  diould  dare  to  arraign  thy  Creator  ? 
Where  is  your  title  to  criticife  the  order 
of  the  univerfe;  thou,  whofe  lot  is  fo  far 
above  what  thy  virtues  give  thee  a  ri^ht 
10  expe£l  ?  I  afFure  you,  Mr.  Prior,  faid 
Sir  Edmond,  fmiling,  that  1  am  very  fen- 
H  3  fiblc 


mMmtf^MlA,  and,  in  CO 
have  a  very  mean  opinion  of  my  ineriL 
But,  if  God  w^ifhed  me  \vithouc  faults, 
why  did  he  not  create  me  perfeQ,  why 
permit  the  Devil  to  fend  me  fo  many 
temptations,  if  he  intends  to  punifli  nie 
afterwards  for  having  yielded  to  them? 
Why  docs  he  render  thofe  fins  fo  lovely^ 
which4ie  pk-ohibits  me  from  loving,  tnd 
how  can  I  be  fo  guilty,  when  I  only  ufe 
what  he  has  given  me  ?  Perhaps,  it  is  atl 
your  own  fault,  replied  Malvina  ;■  for  if 
you  are  warned  by  your  confcience  at 
the  time  that  you  are  tempted  by  the  pas- 
fions;  if  you  are  fenlible  of  the  good, 
while  committing  the  evil ;  then,  in  fal- 
ling,  your  reafon  muft  inform  you  that 
you  might  have  refilled. 

Sir  Edmond  bluflied,  and  turning  to 
Mr.  Prior,  remember,  faid  he,  the  par- 
port  of  what  has  been  faid,  and  how  much 
might  be  made  of  it;  it  may  be  of  ufe 
when  in  the  pulpit ;  when  you  wifh  to 

■  —  awaken 


dAvrin%k  tit 

Mnkten  ^  (dobfciencfe  of'  ^tts ;  afitl 
3liRAi^dfeir  eftt  i  hnti  contindcd  he,  there 
%iiM.be  ^rlMting  thai-  peculiar  look  and 
'M^Oihtj  and  thbfe^' charming  lips,  where 
rw  jgfkioH  ^repofe  near  wifdom.  They 
oift  caaie^r:  Prior 

retiring  to  her 

rlftiiy  itttrfS?^^  EJiwbnd  preventing  her, 
Utltt^iM^i^^^  do  70a  alwap 

%ftMbHii;:tt«ft^^^  to  the 

SHiwtf*''M'intreatie8  of  Mrs.  Burton? 
"^ttf  ji&\i^le^**%e  replied^  a  little  fur. 
^jjjiffiaf?^;^^^  you  are  ignorant 

'ttilfotirifoflklii  h'6ffraae^^  at  the  ob- 
tetitfby  Yl^kiiA]Btr'thei  tlie  word-^^  it  wis 
Jkfr  i9ia<  fiid  it)  with  wHlch  you  refufed 

kr  in  making  one*  of  the  focietyp  Mai* 

Tina  fmiled,  you  are  in  jeft,  Sir  Edmond  ; 

€ei^inly  my  coufin  could  not  alledge  fuch 

coAplaihts 'agaiilft  me. 

rpofitively  affure  you,  madam,  that 
not  one  day  has  elapfed  without  my  en- 
quiring why  we  are  not  to  fee  you  ?  and 
H4  each 


each  time  I  wa3  inforoied  tfiat  your  con-^ 
fin  had  repeatedly  ufed  f  v  e  ry  e  ffo  1 1  fu  r 
that  purpofe).  hut  tkey  yere  always 
eSe^uaL   Malviaa.  could  not  but  pe^-i 
ceive  this  was  preroediiAtcd  hy  Mrs,  fit|c*  j 
too,  yet  Ihe  could  not  dcyelppe  the  tn^l 
tive  which  induced  it;  a]Rd  replied  wiifc< 
fome  emharraflmeot  ^TT^Hf'  ^  ^  f^JI^ 
ed  the  entreaties  of  my^  l^pQi^^  ^'^^^ 
you  fuppofe  ?   That  yoif^^€  * ^ 
mine,   interrupted  S[r  wltb 
quicknefsu — No,  madmn^  I,  have  not  the 
prefumption  ;  but  as  you  di(jt  noL  live  fa 
fecluded  before  m)t.  ^fiyf}^J^  ^ii 
cient  proof  that  xny  piref^cc  is  oual^^ 
able  to  you;  and  in  confequence^  y||ai 
muft  wifli  my  abfence. 

You  interpret  my  conduGL.  ij»  a.  ^CjQP 
unfavorable  light,  fir,  faid  Malvina^  ^ 
ther  vexed ,  it  is  not  you  who  are  tll^ 
occafion,  but  it  proceeds  from  many  bc^ 
loved  recolleSions  which  alone  caij^. 
^me  to  prefer  folitude ;  and  if  ihad  i^fgi^ 

ginedl 
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pncd  that  my  fecIuGon  would  have 
given  Mrs.  Burton  the  lead  difcontent,  I 

iMul  rather  have,  My  aunt,  my  aunt, 

exclaimed  Sir  Edmond,  taking  the  hand 
of  Malvina,  and  leading  her  to  Mrs.  Bur* 
ton*s  apartment.  Here  madam,  is  Ma- 
dafne  de  Sorcy,  who  fays  that  I  am  in 
raillery,  when  I  affure  her  you  have  been 
imhappy  in  being  deprived  of  her  focie- 
ty:  join  your  intreaties  with  mine,  my 
dear  aunt,  and  let  us  fee  if  we  cannot  pre- 
vails 

Mrs.- Burton  bluflied,  but  immediately 
takinghispart — my  coulin  knows,  faid  flie^ 
how  dear  her  prefence  is  to  me;  and  if  I 
was  unwilling  to  reftrain  her  love  of  re- 
tirement, flic  will  appreciate  my  being  fo 
diiinterefted  as  to  prefer  her  tranquillity 
to  my  pleafure*  But  fince  fhe  is  lefs 
anxious  with  regard  to  it,  I  (ball  congra- 
tolate  her  on  the  change  with  pleafure. 
This  equivocal  reply  of  Mrs.  Burton's  left 
Malvina  in  an  uncertainty;  when  Sir 
» 5  Edmond^ 


t$4  MAhViHki' 

£dinond,  inpatient  to  giin  one  more  fN 
fitive,  ffttdi  I  perceivcy  aunt,  that  k' 
decided,  and  I  muft  leave  you ;  for  wht 
iam  with  you^  Madame  de  Sorcy  wi 
jiot  willingly  come  among  im. 

I  agree  to  your  determinatioiiy  B 
mond^  haftily  interrupted  Mr$.  Burtoi 
you  are  lofing  your  time  here,  both  duti< 
and  engagements  call  yot>  to  Edinburg 
Return  there,  and  then  my  fair  cou£ 
will  be  at  liberty* 

It  will  not  be  that  gentleman  who-  r 
firains  my  liberty,  faid  Malvina^  gravel] 
whether  he  goes  or  fiays,  my  inclinatic 
will  not  make  me  remain  lefs  alone,  n< 
his  prefence  prevent  me  from  yieldic 
to  your  deCre ;  if  it  is  true,  madam,  tb 
you  really  value  my  company.  Mr 
Burton  had  no  alternative;  fhe  could  m 
refufe  this  pxopofal,  and  fhe  recolle6te< 
that  as  file  could  not  avoid  Sir  Edmond 
feeing  Malvina^  it  would  be  much  be 

u 
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ter  that  it  fliould  be  in  her  prefence ;  and 
it  was  therefore  agreed,  that  Malvina 
ihould  for  the  future  make  one  of  their 
fociety,  as  file  had  done  before  the  ar* 
rival  of  Sir  Edmond. 


eiiAP. 


CHAP.  X. 


eORVSKSATION. 

During  dinner^  Mr^.  Burtw 
jf^s  acquainted  vf ith  the  death  of  the  good 
Mrs.  Norton,  which  had  been  {he  occafioft 
of  the  interview  between  Sir  Edmond 
and  Malvina.  She  had  not  even  heard 
that  the  poor  woman  was  ill;  for  as  (he ne- 
ver interefted  herfelf  concerning  any  one, 
ihe  never  was  informed  of  their  misfor- 
tunes* The  peafants,  6f  whom  (he  boaiU 
cd  fo  much  of  protefting,  were  aflBifted, 
and  died  without  her  being  acquainted 
ni^ith  it*    Abforbed  by  ambition,  flie 

maintained 


satntained  a  conftant  correspondence 
vitiv*  Lord  Stafford^*  that  they  might  re- 
main faithful  to  their  engagements,  and 
earneftly  prefled  her  nephew  to  go  and 
{alfill  them.     But  each  returning  day. 
Sir  Edmond  found  a  frcfh  excufe  to 
evade  kis^  departure ;  never  had  he  yet 
-  nade  fo  long  a  ftay  at  the  caille. 

MifsMelmor  claioaed  all  the  honor  to 
kifelf;  but  Mrs.  Burton  forefaw  the  true 
rcafon,  and  it  gave  her  great  anxiety  :  ihe 
vaicontinually  devifing  means  which  flic 
thought  the  mod  likely  to  withdraw  her 
Mphew,  or  render  him  at  vanance.  with 
Malvina*    But,  with  fuch  a  chara£ler  as 
Sir£dmond^  haughty  and  independent,  it 
was  neceflary  to  ufe  perfua(ion  inftead 
of  authority*    Mrs.  Burton,  felfifli  and 
ambitious,  had  not  an  ingredient  of  gen« 
tlenefs  in  her  compofition.    On  the  con^ 
tiary,  Malvina  was  mild  and  unafTuming; 
how  then  could  ihe  create  a  difference 
with  hcij  without  giving  a  jull  caufe  of 

complaint  ^ 
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complaint;  which,  perhaps^  would  only 
render  her  ftill  more  interefiing  to  Sir 
Edmond,  and  what'would  Ihe  ^gain  by  it? 
Malvina  was  at  liberty  to  reflde  wherever 
(he  thought  proper.  Could  flie  prevent 
her  nephew  from  feeing  her  with  lefs  li. 
berty  than  at  Burton  Hail ;  wd  he  roight 
become  acquainted  ^with  4he  iheanft  QMi 
had  employed  to  get  rid  of  her*. . 

Under  this  perplexity,  ffie  det^rmiiltA 
to  inform  her  coufin  of  the  projeftcd 
alliance  which  her  fanguine  hopes  encou*^ 
raged.    She,  in  confequence  of  this,  re* 
prcfentcd  Sir  Edmond  as^a  very  dtflipated  i 
young  man,  without  principle,  fondV.c^ 
intrigue,  and  who  only  <  declined  thebo** 
norable  marriage  which  was  propbfed.  to 
him,  becaufe  it  would  be  a  prevenftativA- 
to  his  profligacy.-   You  may  imagine  th#- 
continual  anxiety  I  labour  •  under,  my» 
dear,  fhe  continued  (with  a  feign6d  con*, 
fidence)  and  notwithftanding  fhe  vices  • 
of  my  nephew,  I  love  him  tenderly^  and  I  * 

•  wur 


«in  obttiii  lihB  an  eftabKfimMt  wUoh 
iiighi  nife  him  to  the  higheft  rankf  nd^ 
voald  draw  him  front  thefe  low  intiigues^- 
1  have  givM  him  the  promifis  of  .  ill  my 
hnmrnf  of  iriitch  I  (hall  depriye  myfelf 
IQ  benefit  hfaiM— Truly  graceful  co  me,.. 
hi  my  int€ifidQn$r  be  hat  acceeded  fo  my 
vHbeirvich  alacrity^  s  and,  certain  of  hit 
tonfint,  I  have  engaged  my  word  loan- 
ft'cr  for  him  j  and  every  thing  is  far 
i&f anted,  with  Lady  Mary  Summerhill,- 
%lia/on  his  account,  has  refufed  the  ficft. 
•ftis  in -the  kingdom;  b)it  what  gives* 
Be  inconceiveable  uneafinefs,  is,  the  fear 
of  his  negkding  a-promife,  the  perfomw 
tece  of  which,  1  have  pledged  thy  word  > 
for  the  validity  of.    Dear  girl,  grant 
oie  your  affiftance,.  and  point  out  to  hiih* 
ihe  mipropriety  of  his  conduft,  and  en- 
desvou#  to  perfnadc  him  of  -  the  wcct&tf 
af  bis  returning  to  Edinburgh^: 

Dear  madam^  faid  Malvina,  what  inflb- 
tict  can  I  have  over  the  will  wd  opi- 
nions 


iiiotis  of  Sir  Edmcmd  ?  Very  littte,  I  ^» 
Ikve,  faid  her  coufin,  for  I  have  remark- 
ed, that  he  has  paid  lefs  attention  to  yOs 
than  to  any  other  woman  he  ha$  ever 
known,  perhaps,  becaufe  you  ajpe  not  one 
of  thofe  lively  and  fhowy*  girls  who 
amufe  him,  and  are  fimilar  to  himfelH. 
Yet,  if  you  do  not  fuit  his  tafte^  he  ce^ 
tainly  efteems  you,  and  I  {hall  be  aftonifii* 
ed  if  he  does  not  make  a  little  facrifice 
gain  your's ;  and  though  your  refle£lioni 
Ihould  not  have  all  the  effeft  I  could 
wilb,  they  may  produce  fome  impjreffion.* 

lalfure  you^  replied  Malvina,  thatl' 
ihould  be  much  embarrafled  at  the  idea; . 
at  I  am  fearful  it  will  appear  very  fingik 
lar  to  Sir  Edmond,  that  I  fliould  interfeif 
in  an  affair  to  which  he  may  fuppofe  mt 
anabfolute  firanger — ^and  that  !  flioold 
intrude  my  advice  on  one  who  never 
alked  it  of  me.   But,  my  dear,,  faid  M|ip  - 
Burton,  it  is  only  general  remarks  that  I 
vottld  mention  before  him;  only  to  ob- 
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that  when  a  man  has  given  a  woman 
lopes  of  his  marrying  her,  that  it  is 
irdonable  to  negleCl  or  difappoiDt 
he,  fulfilling  of  fuch  engagement:  and 
no  union  can  be  happy,  but  by  the 
ence  and  dignity  which  it  may  con- 
Thus,  you  can  throw  out  fome  hints ;. 
if  he  fliould  pretend  not  .  to  under- 
1  it)  you  can  make  a  few  additions  to 
prt  what  I  fay  ax  leaft,^  added  fhe, 
reiving  that  M'aivina  appeared  rather 
Qus)  and  fixing  on  her  a  fteady  and. 
:(nifing  look,  if  there  is.not  fome  .par- 
ar  reafon  which  dcter&  y ou;^ 

ie  fufpicibns  which  this  laft  fentence 
ided,  did  not  efcape  Malvina.  Of 
fervice  could,  ciihcj?  hex  filcnce  or 
ce  be  to  either  party  concerned  in 
union :  as  the  whole  of  it  appeared 
:r  more  calculated  to  gratify  the  am- 
•n  of  Mrs,  Burton,  than  to  promote 
lappinefs  of  Sir  Edmond.  In  this  un- 
fcinty,  (he  determined  not  to  reply, . 

hatv 


-irixwi. 

conv^rfatioiiiiipin6t  fdh^^ltti^«MilK 
ibe  could'  anlTwtfr  with  ^teaciec  '^GSSL 

'room'  mth  ilie  hewrj^iipejr''  In^liM'  wSmj 
Ah!  my  d5vinadiiA,:bried-^^ 
here. is  (he-  acceWiit' (&fr a. 'graudi 
my  liord  Stabbbpe'^is'  ab^u'^  tci'^^'llt! 

Lady.  Maryi  Samriierhill '  i^ini  1$"^,, 
enquired,  Mrs.  Burtpn,  ol  hc;r.ncpj|i!eiP).. 
vho  had  followed  .)4iirs  Melmof       '  ; 

YeS)  replied  he,  with  the  iitinitli' il^^- 
(erence.-.  .Qh,^hat  infinite  joy  i.t'^^yift« 
^ve  tacyi£  I  could  butibe  thei-e,  Hud  ludiftj 
Melmor.  i-dare  fay  it  would;  but  yo^f 
Edmond,  will  undoubtedly  make  H  pbitlt  * 
ofhaftehing  to  Edinburgh  for  thkt  pai*- 
fsofe,  (ud  .Mrs-  Burton,  in  atofie  of 


^fiff.  For  what  rciafbti, '^daiA,  ydu 
-fiiM^ne  that  I  ihould^  wifh  i&.  leave  the 
^reftnt  fociety,  and  at  this  ihtTement 
^feafon,  feek  to  participate  of  an  amufe- 
'ucnt,  which  the  love  of  rdlenefs  may 
tender  pteafing,  but  Which  front  habit,  to 
has  become  dull' and'  fnfipid.  I  do 
Boimean  for  the  fake  of  the  amufement, 
'Bifationd)  but  the  compiiny :  ' to  make  one 
'tvF  fiicfa  *  fclcfft  and  brilliant  party,  is 
'  iAm,  ooght  to  induce  you  to  be  there. 

Ah,  madam,  if  you  did  but  knoirthe 
*Ciftidious  monotony  which  at  prefent 
nngns  in  the  great  world !  But  the  ladies,. 
Edmond,  can  you  have  forgot  that  fafci- 
Dating  part  of  the  world  ?  The  ladies, 
do  fiot  now  take  any  pains,  or 
Uriih  to  be  at  the  trouble  of  adorning  it ; 
diey  have  become  fo  inGpidly  tirefome 
*|jid  frivolous,  that  their  focicty  is  uni- 
formly fatiguing :  for  if  one  utters  only 
Dne  word  of  fincferity,  they  wfH  imme- 
diately  reproach  you  >ith  having  forgot: 


the  ton  of  good  compaby;  a  phrafe^  at* 
prefent  fynoniinou$  with  dullnefs  and  ia* 
fipidity..  You  are  become  extremely  dif- 
ficult, replied  Mrs.  Burton,  fuppreffii^ 
her  vexation;  and  I  am  really  curioiia  to* 
know  what  can  have  produced  fudi  ^« 
unexpeded  change.. 

Atlhefe  words,  Mifs  Melmor  drew  op* 
with  an  airoffelf  complaifance,  as  moch 
as  to  fay,  it  is  I  who  am  the  caiife.  Mal- 
vina,  who  had  not  the  flighted  idea  thati 
file  hadr  the  leaft  concern,  in  any.  ihing; 
that  had  heen  faid,  continued  her  worki* 
without  paying  any  attention  to  them: 
Sir  Edmond  made.no  reply  to  his  aunt,- 
who  added,  after  a.  moments  reflcdion*!?--^ 
Well  fir,Jf  it  is  really  . true,  that  pleafure 
is  fatigue,. and  that  women  are  tirefoiqpt 
I.  {hall  begin  to  draw  a  happy  omen,  and' 
flatter  myfelf  with  your  reformation;  aft 
from  the  moment  that  .tlie  world  begins  • 
to  difpleafe,  and  retirement  becomes  A' 
greeable|.we  feek  to  embelUfli  it,,  by 

bringifiS"' 
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Imnging  a  companion  to  participate  h 
with  us :  at  leaft,  you  are  not  very  diftant 
firom  entering  into  a  ferious  union^  and  are 
going  to  realize  a  promifejwhich  you  have 
given.  Say  rather  that  you  have  advi  fed 
me  to  give,  madam.  You  then  are  guilty  of 
alittle  artful  chicanery ,  Edmond,  forwith* 
cmt  your  pofitive  confent,  you  well  know, 
that  the  lady  and  her  family  would  not 
have  looked  on  the  marriage  as  a  fettled 
affiur;  and  I  delire  to  know,  if  you  do 
Dot  imagine  that  this  young  lady  will  ex» 
pcftyouattier  brother's  entertainment; 
and  if  you  have  given  her  reafon  to  ex- 
pcft  you,  are  you  not  very  blameable  ia 
dKappointing  her  hepes? 

•  Faith,  madam,  replied  he,  with  quiclc- 
Dcfs,  I  have  never  fpoken  to  her  in  any 
manner  than  I  have  ufed  to  every 
other  woman;  a  few  compliments  fcat- 
icrcd  by  chance  among  them ;  which  is  a 
kind  of  traffic  I  am  furfeited  with  from 
ttfe,  and  which  experience  makes  one 

ncglefli 


neglcd;  a  fort  of  falfe  coin  vUh  irUdk-^. 
ve  are  deceived,  though  the  fault  ffA/g^ifl 
«ate6  with  thofe  who  ceopi  vc  itf  mow  itwAi 
thofe  who  giveu, 

Malvhia  raifed  hqr  headi  and  lookedt^  - 
at  him  fteadily^        appeared  embairaffK.  : 
cd  and  agitated  as  he  (at.   Mrs.  Biirtoii^r^ 
replied^  perhaps  you  may  accufe  Lad|^^'^ 
Mary  Summerhill  of  having  too  eafilyy 
believed  the  proteftations  you  made  heri , 
b.ut  I  think  it  will  be  without  reafon,  whea  * 
you  recolleft  the  manner  in  which  thejr- 
were  offered ;  but  fince  you  are  fo  pro-, 
found  in  the  art  of  deceiving  women,  |t 
neither  evinces  a  good  heart,  or  generp^ 
fity,  in  blaming  them,  if  they  are  the  vic- 
tims of  your  dangerous  artifices.  Reallyt 
madam,  interrupted  S|r  Edmond,  morti-r 
fied  at  receiving  thefe! reproaches  in  th^t  " 
prefenceof  Malvina,  I  wa^.never  eithcir'' 
fylk  or  perfidious. — I  acknowledge.!^ 
'bave  employed  artifice  in  my  iniercour« 
lc$  with  women^  but  the  rclafon'was,  be^  ' 

caific 
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ynfcl  could  not  pleafe  by  any  other 
leans. 

In  the  world,  thdr  coquetlry  keept 
uin  continual  warfare  wiih  them,  there* 
Fore  it  is  neceflary  to  defend  onefelf;  and 
confequently^  we  are  not  blameable,  if 
ve  make  ufe  of  their  own  weapons,  Be« 
fides,  do  we  not  fee  that  they  glory  in  the 
ttufice  they  employ ;  then  why  fhould  we 
be  condemned,  and  that  imputed  to  us  as 
a  vice  of  the  heart,  when  they  confider 
itasan  additional  advantage? 

I  believe,  faid  Malvina,  ferioufly^  that 
if  art  is  looked  upon  with  indulgence  in 
iromen,  it  is  only  to  be  attributed  to  thofe 
4iifagreeable  moments  of  dependence 
thich  they  are  unavoidably  obliged  to 
undergo :  and  for  this  reafon,  perhaps, 
flajure  has  kindly  given  this  means,  in  or- 
der to  alleviate  fuch  deprefling  fenfations. 
But  are  not  men  dcbafed,  when  they  take 
idvantage^  and  i^ake  ufe  of  fuch  weapons 

again  (t 


againft  the  weaker  betng$?  'thej^  "9^1 
have  the  power  of  independence ;  tittgb^ 
they  not  alfo  to  be  fincere  ?  When  thMe^"! 
is  no  occafion  to  make  ufe  of  artifice, 
men  employ  it  to  deceive,  and  not  bbly^ 
40  deceive,  but  injure  others* 

Madame  de  Sorcy  lias  faid  what  is  yei 
true,  added  Mrs.  Byrton }  and  h  It  nxi(' 
win  the  heart  of  Lady  Mary,  that  yo4^? 
have  endeavoured  to  make  her  beli^vit' 
that  you  have  loved  her?  Graciddd; 
Heaven,  aunt,  have  a  little  mercy  oh 
replied  Sir  Edmond ;  women  of  the 
fent  day  do  not  poflefs  fuch  tender  hear 
for  how  is  it  poflible  they  (hould  br^ 
when  they  are  never  touched  ? 
vanity  perpetually  guards  them'j  it  ^ 
that  impregnable  rampart  which  alQii/'*i 
prevents  the  entrance  of  every  otl^er 
timent.  And  is  it'  you,  Edmondf,  liw^i 
dare  to  reproach  them  with  it?  IfcAS^; 
who  have  feduced  her  lady ihip*s  affe£UdiM^ 
from, no  other  caufe  but  vanity?  TmL 
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ulio  remain  here  for  no  other  r eafon  but 
10  affliSi  that  interefting  young  creature ; 
to  encreafe  her  love,  by  exciting  her 
anxiety;  which,  allow  me  to  fay,  is  a 
moft  deteftable  degree  of  vanity.  What 
is  your  opinion,  my  dear  coufin,  addrefs- 
ing  herfeir  to  Malvina;  do  you  think  I  am 
too  fevcre  ? 

Not  in  your  judgment,  madam,  but  in 
your  foppoiicions;  for  you  ought  not  to 
have  a  doubt,  but  that  Sir  Edmond,  the 
bcflevolent  benefaftor  of  the  diftreifed, 
and  fofter-fon  of  the  worthy  Mrs.  Norton, 
irill  haften  to  put  an  end  to  the  torments 
of  the  woman  he  loves.    At  theie  words, 
Mirs  Melmor,  calling  a  look  of  anger  and 
reproach  at  Malvina,  flarted  up,  and  im- 
mediately left  the  room,  not  being  able 
any  longer  to  command  her  patience. 
The  diftin£lion,  madam,  is  very  pointed, 
replied  Sir  Edmond,  in  a  voice  which  de- 
Botcd  he  was  rather  piqued;  and  I  cer- 
y   tiinly  (hould  have  gone,  had  I  not  known 
I  that 
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Khatas  it  was  to  be  given  thwday^i 
^nfequently  vould'be  too  late  fiNr^oM 
fetout.  ■  ..'!  I.. 

Really,  ir  tliattniefaidy  Mri.  B«o 
Xearching  the  paper  with  an  uneaiy  fiju 
But  at  leaft,  Edmonds  if  you  canhof/^ 
in  time  to  partalte  of  the  enteitaiameal| 
Edinburgh,  you  ought  to  return  on  i 
count  of  the  lady,  as  Yhe  wiii  be  aftMiii 
'  ed  at  not  feeing  you  at  her  brother's; 
:airo  will  'condemn  your  negleSk  of  htk 
and  you  certainly  fliould  end  her  fuffie 
'ings  as  foon  as  polfible.    Do  not 
'think  fo,  my  dear  ?  As  I  am  anacquaiiiw 
madam,  returned  Malviha,  how  far  li 
affedions  of  the  young  lady  may  bdA 
gaged,  I  cannot  fo  well  determine yd 
if  they  are  only  in  a  flight  degree^rtfi 
Sir  Edmond  has  acknowledged  -that  ii 
has  voluntarily  contributed  to  make  lie 
imagine  that  he  is  attached  to  hex,  1 .4af 
too  good  an  opinion  of  him  tQ  ibppofi 
lie  will  ridicule  what  ihe  fficilc,  .t^idrcn 

fe^entl 
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fequently  he  will  realize  her.  expeda- 
tionss 

At  this  moment,  Mifs  Melmor,  who 
had  Toon  returned,  interrupted  Malvina, 
by  faying.  Ah  !  do  you  not  hear  little  Fran- 
ces crying,  fhe  has  certainly  hurt  herfelf. 
I  do  not  hear  any  thing,  faid  Malvina, 
rifing,  and  liftening  attentively.  Oh  !  I  am 
ceruin  it  was  her,  and  I  will  go  and  fee — 
Malvina,  alarmed,  went  out  with  Mifs 
Melmor.    No  fooner  had  they  quitted 
the  faloon,  than  the  latter  (lopped,  fay- 
ing, I  only  feigned  having  heard  Frances 
-crv,  that  I  might  interrupt  a  converfation 
which  was  infupportable  to  mc ;  and  to 
enquire  of  you,  dear  madam,  why  you 
wilh  Sir  Edmond's  abfence  ?    If  it  is  that 
you  may  pay  your  court  to  Mrs.  Burton, 
I  muft  inform  you,  that  (he  is  very  dif- 
ferent from  the  idea  you  have  drawn  of 
her  charafter,  as  the  neither  poffefTes  be- 
nevolence or  generofity — of  which  vir-* 
tues,  Mr.  Prior  is  continually  tiring  us. 

1 2  For 
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For  your  own  intereft,  faid  MdriiMf 
with  a  fmile  bordering  on  contempt,  I  beg 
you  will  not  endeavour  to  infinuate  any 
of  thofe  injtirious  rufpicions,  as  they  wilt 
rather  prove  detrimental  to  thofe  who^ 
aflert  them,  than  to  thofe  who  are  alluded 
to ;  and  as  to  what  relates  to  Sir  Edmond, 
it  appeared  to  me,  that  what  I  faid,  was 
only  natural,  from  the  fubjeft  in  dis« 
courfe,  that  produced  the  fpontaneous 
and  fimple  rcplys  which  it  required;  and 
I  am  adonifhed  at  the  implication  you 
have  given  it. 

I  alTcrt,  replied  Mifs  Me!mor,  I  have 
very  great  rcafon  u»  ilunk  ib,  vhcn  Sir 
Edmond  only  flays  1  ow  my  account* 
— Me  loves  mc  pallioiiut/ly,  it  is  his  in- 
tention to  marry  me,  and  lie  has  promis- 
ed to  break  oft*  his  engagement  with  Lady 
Mary  Summcrhill  on  thut  uic  co;r.it.— But 
this  is  a  fecret,  and  I  woula  lU/t  have  di- 
vulged it,  had  I  not  thought,  that  by  con- 
fiding ii  to  you^  it  would  convince  you 
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hov  much  your  a4vice  miift  have  aiFe£U 
ed  01  both buta  if  this  affair  i$  fo  fiir 
advanccdf  reiurped  M^lvioa^  coQly^ 
what  have  you  la  fear  ?  Do  you  fuppofe 
dutawoipaiiy  who  is  fu^h  a  flranger  as  I 
tmto  Sir  £doioQd>  can  bay^  ^bf  icaft  influ- 
QDce  over  the  paffion  wbicfi ;  be  poflefles 
fflr  you?'  Not  exa^Iy  tbat^. replied  the 
artful  Kitty,  but  perhaps  be  might  in  fome 
amfure  be  influenced  by  tbofe  high-flown 
feauneDts,  and  airs  of  fuperior  j\idg« 
«eat|  which  you  make  ufe  of :  or  elfe  it 
is|x>ffiblfc  you  may  wifli  to  make  an  im- 
yreflSon  on  him  on  your  own  account  ? 
lihall  therefore  be  much  obliged  if  you 
will  decline  in  future  troubling  yourfelf 
with  his  concerns.  On  concluding  thefe 
vords,  Ihe  returned  immediately  to  the 
without  waiting  for  a  reply* 

Malvina,  made  the  unwilling  confidant, 
hoth  of  Mrs.  Burton  and  Mifs  Melmor, 
would  have  found  herfelf  in  a  very  per*f 
plexing  predicament,  if  the  re^tude  of 

^3 


174  MALVINA. 

her  intentions,  and  the  purity  of  her 
heart,  had  not  occaGoned  her  to  look 
above  the  difficulties  of  her  fituation. 
Not  being  fufficiently  acquainted  with 
the  truth  of  what  fhe  had  heard,  (he  was 
at  a  lofs  which  fide  to  take,  and  abfolute- 
ly  determined  to  remain  neuter,  amidft  all 
the  different  interefts  of  thofe  around  her. 
But  this  part,  the  only  one  which  was 
proper  to  her  charafler,  would  equally 
difoblige  Mrs. Burton  and  MifsMelmor; 
and  if  fhe  did  not  find  them  enemies  at 
prefent,  they  might  probably  become  fo. 

Since  Mifs  Melmor*s  confidence,  Mal- 
vina  had  perhaps  evinced  more  diftance 
in  her  behaviour  to  Sir  Edmond  :  flic 
never  went  down  but  when  they  were  all 
affemblcd  together,  and  when  there,  paid 
not  the  leaft  attention  to  the  flattering 
compliments  with  which  he  conftantly 
addrcfTed  her.  She  never  felt  at  her  eafc 
but  with  Mr.  Prior,  whom  ftie  faw  every 
morning,  as  he  went  to  give  her  aleflfon 
iftJ^^&fe  language. — Fricndfliip,  and  its 
jii^SII^  delightful 


ddightfiil  confidence,  often  prolonged^ 
the  Icflbn  till  the  dinner>hou«. . 

The  cuftom  of  the  houfe  was^. that  after* 
breakfaft,  which. was  taken  all  together 
iA  the  faloon,  every  perfoiv  retired  to 
tbeir  own  apartoaents  for  the  reft  of  the 
morning;  apd  Malvina  \yas^  more  par- 
ticular in  this  refpe£l  than  any  other.  It 
happened  one  morning,  after  tbefe  trans- 
aAions,  that  miffing.  Frances  at  the  hour 
IheuAially  accuftomed  her  to  come  and 
receive  her  leffons,  (he  went  down  to 
ftekforher,  and  fquRd  her  in  the  faloon, 
playing  with  Sir  Edmond  :  on  obfci  ving 
Urn,  ihe  drew  back,  and  calling  the 
child  to  follow,  fhe  was  retiring,  when 
Sir  Edmond  came  up  to  her,  and  faid, 
fince  chance  has  favored  me  with  the 
happincfs  of  being  one  moment  alone 
with  you,  madam,  permit  me  to  hope, 
ihat  I  may  have  the  felicity  to  prevail  op 
you  to  grant  me  an  audience  of  a  fe\f 
niinutes,  Malvina  blufhed,  and  flightly 
1  4  ..bowe^. 
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bowed.  Sir  Ecbnoad  ^  req^md  no  oidMfc 
anfwer;  but  ftmtiog  the  door^jmd.  kaiif 
ing  her  to  a  feat,  be  placed  himfelf  anyone 
near  her,  and  thiis  begm. 

The  hoi>e  that  you  would  faave  takcW 
an  intereft  in  my  fituatioiiy  nadaHiy  is  iM|ll 
the  motive  whith'has  prompted  ta^'to  faP!; 
irude  oil  your  ptftience :  I  ktMiw  bdt  Mn 
w«11,  that  you  think  me  unworthy  of  im 
fpiringyou  with  the  fltghteft;  but  as  yoi 
appeared  to  coincide  with,  and  fuppOH 
Mrs.  Burton,  the  other  day,  in  her  defiuft 
of  my  returning  to  Edinburgh,  I  wifli  tA 
know  (if  it  is  not  an  improper  liberty) 
liow  far  my  aunt  has  informed  you  of  the 
affairs  which  Ibe  fays  recallf  me  there.  '  I 
know  very  Uttle  more  of  them,  fir,  replied 
Malvina,  than  what  (he  repeated  befet^ 
you  :  that  you  had  promifed  your  haaii 
to  a  charming  young  lady  whom  yofi 
loved;  that  you  had  left  her  merely  fce^ 
taufe  (he  returned  your  affe8ion;  itii 
*  tbouiand  ««her  trifling  things,  ^15A 
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are  not  worth  repeating. .  That  is  ally  faid 
Sir  Edmond,  looking  at  her  with  a  mix- 
ture of  tendernefs  and  anxiety ;  and  that^ 
Ifuppofe,  has  been  fufficient  to  deter- 
niine  your  opinion  concerning  roe  ?  Since 
you  interrogate  me  fo  minutely,  fir,  ror 
turned  Malvina,  I  acknowledge  that  I 
have  been  aftonifhed^  that  the  benefador 
of  fo  many  unfortunate  beings,  the  God* 
father  of  Anzoletta,  and  the  humane  pro*- 
ttftor  of  the  worthy  Norton,  fhould  be 
teproached  with  fiiading  all  his  glory,  by 
'the  want  of  probity,  the  high  fcnfe  of 
which,  in  my  opinion,  conftitutes  the 
Tcal  man  of  honor* 

I  do  not  pretend  to  exculpate  myfelf 
from  any  of  the  vices  which  are  attributed 
to  me,  madam,  replied  Sir  Edmond— * 
vithout  doubt  I  have  many,  and  J  con* 
fefs,  on  my  coming  here  this  time,  I  was 
iar  from  coniidering  them  in  the  fame 
foint  of  view  which  J  do  at  prefent.  But, 
vithout  particularifing  the  motives  which 
I  g  induced 
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indifced  this  change;  and  which,  perhap 
Hit  who  has  been  the  caufe  of  it,  may  n 
fufe  to  hear :  I  will  for  the  prcfent  coi 
tent  myfelf  with  reftifying  feveral  mi 
takes,  which  the  recital  Mrs.  Burton  gav 
you  muft  have  occafioned  in  your  mini 
1  have  never  made  any  engagement  wit 
Lady  Mary  Sumraerhill,  madam~neith< 
have  I  ever  loved  her ;  though  perfeQI 
beautiful,  it  is  not  of  that  kind  whic 
pleafes  mc.  Never,  as  one  of  our  poets.h^ 
faid,  can  we  account  for  the  origin  of  love 
it  is  never  in  the  features  of  the  count( 
Dance,  but  in  the  heart  of  the  lover, 
have  ever  been  filent  when  with  her ;  am 
as  fhe  poffeflcs  a  frivolity  and  infipidit 
of  charafter,  without  the  lead  fenfibilit) 
I  leave  you  to  imagine,  if  that  kind  of  pr< 
ference,  which  ftie  has  granted  me,  cai 
Sn  the  flighted  degree^  difturb  her  repofc 

Then,  fir,  replied  Malvina,  perhaf 
Mrs.  Burton  will  condemn  you  for  m 
having  informed  her  fooner  of  the  difpc 
£tion  of  the  lady;  that  you  might  m 

ban 
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have  made  fuch  advances,  without  yo^i 
had  been  certain  of  fulfilling  them.    If  I 
bad  not  declared  from  the  (iril  moment, 
that  I  Qiould  refufe  to  be  united  to  Lady 
Mary,  replied  Sir  Edmond,  it  was  only  be- 
caufe  I  had  not  any  fixed  ideas  of  conjugal 
felicity.    I  fancied  that  like  moil  others, 
I  mull  refolve  to  take  a  companion,  as 
ve  take  a  walk ;  and  in  this  light,  her  lady« 
Ihip,  I  fuppofed,  might  do  well  enough  : 
bai&nce,an  unexpected  event  has  changed 
both  my  ideas  and  principles,  and  the. 
uoionof  marriage,  which  I  looked  upon 
with  the  utmoft  indifference,  now  appears 
tome  fo  delirable,  that  all  my  future  hap- 
pinefs  in  life  depends  on  it :  I  ought  to 
rcfign  Lady  Mary,  as.  my  heart  has  already 
done,  and   without    the  lea  ft  fcruple, 
becaufe,  as  I  before  informed  you,  I  have 
never  pledged  my  promife  cither  toherjfelf 
or  her  family^  If  my  aunt  has  given  her's, 
that  muft  be  her  own  fault,  and  fhe  mufi 
take  the  confcquence;  I  have  no  bufi- 
ncfs  with  it,  and  I  do  not  confider  myfelf 
I  6  obliged 
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obliged  to  be  anrwerable  for  her  eng 
ments,  by  the  facrifice  of  my  ha 
fiefs  for  life. — Are  you  not  of  the  i 
opinion  P 

Yes,  fir,  replied  Mahrina,  tronvir 
that  all  he  had  been  telling  her  reh 
to  Mifs  Melmor ;  and  I  Ihould  fup] 
your  new  choree  would  not  meet  with 
obje6Hons  from  Mrs.   Burton,  if 
knows  that  your  happinefs  depends  oi 
—Certainly  you  have  only  to  inform  1 
to  have  it  confirmed ;  and  as  to  i 
felf,  fir,  affefled  by  the  confidence  ] 
have  favored  me  with,  be  aflured  of 
fincerity  of  my  wiflies  for  the  accompl 
ment  of  all  that  can  render  you  hap 
This  compliment  was  fuflScient  to  c 
vince  Sir  Edmond  how  diftant  flie  i 
from  comprehencKng  his  meaning;  1 
the  exceflive  coolnefs  with  which  it  ^ 
pronounced  gave  him  hope,  as  fuch  1 
haviour  was  not  natural  to  her;  he  it 
gincd  Ihe  muft  h^ve  very'particu 

xeafc 


feafoM  for  it ;  or  that  Ae  was  affeded  by 
■Tome  peculiar  (enfations. — As  he  did  not 
wiih  to  explain  hioilelf  farther,  until  he 
tbuldby  fome  neans  afcertain  whether 
hcmsLS  iBiftake%  they  feparated. 
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SOME  SLIGHT  INaDENTt. 


Sir  Edmond  negleBed  no  op«. 
portunity,  whenever  he  could  conway. 
any  thing  tender  or  agreeable  to  Malvina,  , 
though  in  a  manner  rather  difguifed  and 
which  fhe  confidered  as  an  indirefl  mey 
thod  of  addrefling  Mifs  Melmor.  Wiflk 
^this  idea,  of  which  {he  was  aflured,  .Ihc^ 
lifttMd  to  him,  found  him  more  amiable^  . 
and  took  the  mod  lively  intereft  in  all . 
the  praifes  and  little  concerns  which  re*^ 
lated  to  Anzoletta :  yet,  while*  this  in- 
^1  creafcdy 
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creafedy  would  (he  have  the  force  to  get 
the  better  of  it,  when  the  chimera  of  Mifs 
Mclmor  vani(hed|  and  when  we  fliall 
diftin&ly  fee  that  it  was  Malvina  herfelf 
vix)was  the  objed. 

One  evening  after  tea,  the  converfa- 
tion  turned  on  the  morals  and  general 
corruption  of  the  times,  when  it  was  in* 
tcmiptcd  by  the  arrival  of  fomc  fetters, 
ifbich  were  brought  to  Mrs.  Burton, 
with  which   Ihe  retired  to  her  clofet. 
Mr.  Prior,  whofe  mind  was  occupied 
with  comparifons  and  maxims,  continued 
the  fubjecl,  which  had  been  interrupted 
hy  the  arrival  of  the  poft.    It  is  thus, 
that  the  voluptuous  perfon  refembles  a 
frothy  torrent.    For  Heaven's  fake,  cried 
Mifs  Melmor,  with  quicknefs,  I  hope  you 
arc  not  going  to  preach — fpare  us,  |I  en- 
treat you,  and  let  us  enjoy  the  abfence 
of  Mrs.  Burton,  by  converfing  oa'  fub- 
jefts  that  are  not  fo  uniformly  tlrcfome. 
She  immediately  a&ed  a  trifling  queftion 

of 
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of  Sir  Edmond,  who  anfwered  in  the 

fame  manner. 

Mr.  Prior  ihrugged  up  his  flioulder% 
and  reiired.    Malvina  took  a  book^  and 
placed  herfelf  by  the  fire;  and  Mifs  Mel- 
mor  remained  filem  for  a  minute.  Theny 
addrefling  Sir  Edmond,  {he  enquired  how 
long  he  had  been  conftant  to  the  woman 
he  moft  loved  ?    I  (hould  be  much 
puzzled  to  tell  you,  he  replied,  turning 
over  the  leaves  of  a  book  which  he  held 
in  his  hand,  for  at  prefent,  I  think  I  have 
never  been  in  love.    At  thefe  words, 
though  Malvina  kept  her  eyes  -fixed  oa 
the  book,  Ibe  ceafed  to  read  it.  Whatl 
of  all  thofe  women  you  told  me  of,  faid 
Mifs  MelmoT,  has  not  one  of  them  been 
capable  of  infpiring  a  ferious  and  ardent 
paflion?    Perhaps  their  vanity  may  have 
led  them  to  imagine  fo,  replied  Sir  £d« 
mond,  and  I  may  have  fo  exprelFed  my« 
felf  in  a  figurative  fenfe ;  but  how  dare 
•any  one  |;ive  the  name  of  love  to  fuch 

eternal 
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tkmal  fajfums^  wbofe  tranfieot  flame 
(carcely  exifts  a  month.  But  I  camiol 
believe,  ihat  amidft  all  the  beauties  of 
London  and  Edinburgh,  which  embeU 
lifhed  the  entertainments  of  thofe  cities, 
that  not  one  of  them  (hould  appear  wor« 
thy  of  attaching  you  ?  Not  one,  at  leaft 
that  ever  infpired  me,  or  I  (hould  rather 
iay,that  ever  interefted  my  heart. 

Vfhy,  -who  then  is  there  that  can  ever 
pleafe  you  ?  (faid  ftie,  fcarcely  able  to 
coocealher  delight)  as  if  certain  that  he 
would  whifper,  *  it  is  you  alone.'  Inftcad 
of  which,  he  opened  the  book  which  he 
held  in  his  hand,  and  read  the  following 
paragraph,  with  unufual  animation. 

"  Among  the  many  women  which  at- 
trafted  my  eyes,  and  interefted  my 

"  heart,  more  than  once  the  melody  of 
a  voice  has  captivated  my  attentive 

^  car.— Many  beauties  may  pleafe  me ; 

^  one  by  the  poffeffion  of  one  virtue,  and 

"  another 
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"  another  by  a  different  one;  but  0nef 
"  perfeft  in  every  things  I  havrf  ncvcP 
"  found;  there  has- always- been  either  v 
"  blemifli,  or  a  want  of  graee,.  whtcba 
deftroyed  the  full  effeft  of  their  diarms^ 
"  But  (he  alone  is-accomplifhed^in  cvery» 
"  thing — Heaven  has-  formed  her  thtf 
"  moft  perfeft  of  all  bis  creature/* 

As  he  read  the  laft  fentcnce,  he  caft  fiicfc 
a  look  of  tendernefs  and  expreffion  on 
Malvina,  that  (he  felt  it  penetrate  to  hep 
foul,  and  from  that  moment,  (he  thought 
that*if  he  had  really  loved  Mifs  Melmori 
he  would  hav^  fixed  his  looks  on  her; 
Mifs  Melmor  certainly  made  a  fimilar 
refleftion,  for  fhe  appeared  gloomy  an4 
ill  humoured  to  every  one  during  the 
remainder  of  the  evening ;  but  particu- 
larly fo  to  Malvina.  •* 

Soon  after  Mrs.  Burton's  return  into 
the  faloon,  every  one  was  preparing  to 
retire,  when  flie  faid,  aproposj  Kdniond, 

it 
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it  will  not  be  long  before  your  new  aparu 
mcnt  wilWbe  ready  for  you ;  and  at  your 
return,  you  (hall  take  poffeflion  of  it. 
No,  no,  thank  you,  replied  Sir  Edmond^ 
in  a  tone  of  animation*  you  may  referve 
it  for  fome  one  elfe,  I  do  not  wilh  to  quit 
my  prefent  one — it  is  from  henceforth 
lacred,  added  he,  in  a  low  voice,  and  fixing 
his  eyes  on  Malvina.  This  fentence 
petrified  her  to  her  feat,  till  recollecting 
icrfcU,  (he  immediately  rofe  to  retire, 

Mrs.  Burton  did  not  hear  this  fpeechy 
and  went  out,  faying,  he  was  at  liberty  to 
do  juft  as  he  pleafed.  But,  Malvina  had 
but  too  well  underftood  it :  inftanta- 
ncoufly,  a  fecret  emotion  invaded  her 
beart;  confufed,  and  agitated.  Hie  had 
igain  forgot  it  was  time  to  retire,  when 
ilifs  Melmor,  on  obferving  her  fo  near 
lir  Edmond,  abruptly  exclaimed,  if  it  is 
cing  near  Sir  Edmond,  that  detains 
Madame  de  Sorcy,  I  think  he  ought  to 
every  proud  of  it;  for  it  is  the  firft 

time 
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time  fince  (he  hts  been  hert^  thit  lh« 
forgot  herfelf.  This  nBeai«%*  vl 
was  but  die  troth,  bad  its  infittenceoi 
*who  heard  it,  except  Mrs,  Mtlaor. 

Malvina  arofe  in  confufiom ;  and  gi 
to  take  her  work-bag,  vhicb  lay  oiii 
table,  file  inadvertently  touched  the  ii 
of  Sir  Edmond,  and  drawing  it  m 
fuddenly,  fhe  was  retiring  with  precif 
tion,  when  (he  perceived,  as  fhe  pal 
in  an  oppofite  glafs,  that  Sir  £dm 
f)refled  his  lips  to  the  place  (he  had  toi 
ed.  This  trivial  aftion,  which  no 
perceived  but  herfelf,  increafcd  her  ei 
tion ;  and  furprifed  at  what  ihe  felt,, 
was  endeavouring  to  inveftigate  kt  w 
Sir  Edmond,  paying  his  relpeds,  reti 
As  foon  as  he  was  gone,  Mifs  Meli 
faid,  I  cannot  think  wiiat  unaccounti 
caprice  can  attach  Sir  Edmond  to 
apartment,  unlefs  'he  finds  it  more  c 
modious  for  him  to  receive  vifitants 
What  is  your  opinion,  my  dear,  added 
looking  archly  at  Malvina  P 


MALVIRA*  189 

Mr.  Prior,  incenfed  that  any  one  fhould 
.  lecall  this  trivial  incident,  with  the  inten- 
[  lion  of  hurting  the  feelings  of  his  friend, 
replied,  with  more  franknefs  than  he  other- 
vife  would — Yefi,MifsMelmor,  he  ought 
to  find  it  fo,  and  I  think  that  you  fliould 
not  have  made  the  remark.    Thcfe  words 
difconcerted   Kitty  fo  much,  that  Mr. 
I   Prior  was  almoll  (orry  he  had  uttered 
ihcra:  (he  blufhed,  ftammered,  and  ta- 
king her  mother's  arm  (who  heard,  but 
did  not  underllaiid  their  purport)  they 
both  went  up  Hairs. 

Malvina,  furprifed  and  penfive,  fol- 
k)wed  them  (lowly,  without  hearing  Mr. 
Prior  wifh  her  good  night.    She  retired 
:  to  reft,  but  could  not  flcep;  a  thoufand 
different  ideas  obtruded  and  coniufed 
fcer  thoughts.    Mrs.  Burton  had  men- 
'  tioned  Sir  Edmond's  return.     He  was 
[  Aen  going.    What  could  the  fingular 
anfwcr  which  Mr.  Prior  made  to  Mifs 
Melmor,  fignify  ?    Did  it  not  intimate, 

that 
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that  (he  fometimes  went  to  tifit  'Sir  % 
mond  alone,  it  ceiii^^Alf  muft  have  Ml 
her  who  opened  the  door  on  the  evetil 
Malvina  went  to  (eek  her  Francib; 
fides,  Mc.  Prior's  anrwerwasTeiypmnkq 
and  though  he  was  fevere  in  bis  jin 
ments,  ftit  could  not  reproach  him  in 
being  unjuft. '  But  it  'caiinot  be  poflH 
thought  Malvina,  that  under  the  eyel]! 
a  mother.  Sir  Edmond  would  be  cwfiMt 
of  reducing" a  fimple  and  innocent  ^rl 
He  could  not  fo  far  forget  the  refpd 
due  to  her,  who  received  him,  withov 
reftraint,  as  to  dare  to  violate  the  facre 
laws  of  hofpitality ;  and  the  Aill  nior 
facred  duties  of  religion  and  honor  t  fill 
was  not  this  exaQly  what  he  had  betj 
defcribed  to  her  ?    That  he  was  a  mil 
which   no  confideration  would  prevei 
from  gratifying  his  vicious  inclinations.  ^ 

What  then  could  he  mean  by  tfadi 
looks,  fo  tender  and  fincere ;  were  tlM| 
ttfie  effe£l  of  artifi<:e?  The  voice^wbuf 
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emed  to  fpeak  from  the  heart,  was  that 
idied  ?  Ah!  "  all  thefe  appearances 
:re  falfe,  what  could  be  believed  ? 
hilfl  Malvina  was  the  prey  of  xbefe 
[Ireffing  rcfleftions — Sir  Edmorui,  du- 
ig  the  filence  of  the  night,  was  writing 
I  following  letter  to  his  irieod^ 

r  Edjnond  Burton  to  Sir  Charles  Weymard. 

If  you  wifh  to  pat  an  end  to  your 
tonifhmeBt,  crt  my  prolonged  flay  at 
is  piece,  come  thyfelf ;  and  when  you 
.\5C  ttheld  the  reafon,  if  your  wonder 
►ntmues,  it  will  be  then  only  at  the 
eathat  I  fliould  ever  quit  it.  Malvina, 
at  name,  whofe  very  found  foftens  and 
chants,  enflames  and  captivates  my 
:art — Malvina  !  that  angelic  woman,  in 
10m  is  united  every  beauty,  and  every 
rtue! — ^Oh,  Malvina,  thou  furely  would 
:  too  perfetl,  were  thou  but  fufceptible 
love ;  for  it  is  in  the  power  of  love 
one  to  adorn  that  whicb  appears  to  want 

not 


not  my  embellilhiiieni;  tntatM 
know,  Cbarles)  from  the  mere  cu 
of  wifliing  to  behold  thai  myft 
beauty,  which  we  coufld'iiofc  get  a  g 
of  the  iaft  time  yoa  ^aa  here* 

From  what  had  been  faid  of  be 
imagination  was  fo  raifed,  that  I  .re 
not  to  leave  Burton  Hall  again  till 
certain  whether  the  conqueft  was  \ 
the  pains  of  attempting  it.  But,  as  th 
began  to  appear  fo  tedious  before  I  h 
hopes  of  being  gratified,  I  amufed 
with  the  rifmg  attractions  of  Mifs 
mor,  by  way  of  gaining  patience, 
as  flie  attribttted^  the  quicknefs  i 
return  to  herfelf,  I  thought  prqper 
ceive  her  by  that  idea.  Kitty,  yoii 
is  handfome,  and  I  have  more  rea 
know  it  than  you.  I  will  alfo  ) 
you,  that  I  was  obliged  to  pay  h 
attention  above  a  month,  which 
me,  that  had  fhe  been  lefs  eahly  wc 
might  have  been  a  very  alluring  ore 
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and  I  believe  I  (hall  have  the  chanty  to 
tell  her  as  much,  as  a  recompenfe  for 
thofe  favors  to  which  I  no  longer  attach 
any  value. 

But,  what  are  all  the  pleafures  which 
cither  Oie  or  any  other  woman  can  be- 
ft(m,  compared  with  one  look  from  Mai- 
tina— not  worth  a  thought.    Mai  vina  has 
vcooght  a  wonder^  ihe  has  dhanged  me^ 
friend ;  Ihe  has  awakened  in  me^  fen- 
buons  to  which  I  have  ever,  'till  now, 
i^naftranger.    She  has  touched  thofe 
chords  in  my  heart  which  'till  now  have 
been  mute;  and  I  never  approach  even 
the  room  ihe  is  in,  but  I  feel  them  vibrate ! 
In  her  prefence,  I  am  another  being,  I 
fopprcfs  every  thought,  every  fentiment^ 
which  is  unworthy  of  her.    Her  pure 
breath  feems  to  refine  all  who  approach 
ber;  for  when  I  am  under  the  fiiade  of 
ber  looks,  I  feel  as  if  I  was  out  of  the 
reach  of  vice.    Oh!   Charks,  this  in- 
ttreftiug  beauty  fpeaks  much  more  to  the 
K  heart 


heart  than  the  fenfe« ;  and  I  .wolilt  n|b 
arpire  to*  her  lovey  than  -tirer.  iiiflUfl 
pofle£i  her  ;  lor  though  the.  »ttw6ttW>ii^ 
her  perfon  are  certainl/  enchantUigirii 
ihofe  of  her  mind  are  infinitely  move  ^ 
^dlnever  behold  hier  esprelSre, 
leoance^  without  faying  with 
^  ccMunnplate  that  majeftic  tentplc% : 
^  built  by  cfeleftiid  hands,:  iier  fovl- 
^:diy inijty  wbioh  inhabits  ityuid  ihe.^ 
* -is  not  unworthy  of  its  God/  : 

l  iam  as  yet: even  uncertain  if  I  jAMcI 
the  leaft  agreeable  to  M alvina^but  I  hijpi 
yes,'!  kritl  hope^  daring  as  it  is,  toigii 
heMibarcu  fil  IwelUknow  that  it  wiU  ttl 
a  long  '<Srneil^mconipli(b  )thi3;,-  cnd);4il| 
(he  If  ill  bejftiM  longer  before  flke:*;p((| 
eyer  cmSefs  as  maoh ;  trot  this  ymii 
HfiH-frtfitfe'ttie  iabove  all,  and  makiBcl 
contindttl  to  Ib^eiamd  prefer  heir  to  e| 
other :  for  in  'thislrefpe£l^  ihe  h^aiiiQU 

Itaft  rtCenUairM  to  any  I  faa;vc 

■  .  ■,.,f-,  .     .  .......  - 
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I  rather  fufpefl  Mrs.  Burton  had  fccret- 
ly  formed  the  deligii  of  preventing  my 
feeing  her  coufin,  fearing,  not  without 
reafon,  that  fuch  an  affemblage  of  charms 
and  perfeQions  would  make  me  difgufted 
vithher  favorite  Lady  Mary  Sumnierhill : 
though  I  really  never  took  the  trouble  to 
make  the  comparifon,  and  did  not  even 
ippreciate  the  little  worth  ihe  poflefles, 
fts  I  cannot  bear  to  think  of  a  union  wij^ 
^CT.  Befides,  the  unlimited  gratitude 
which  my  aunt  feems  as  if  fhe  would  ever 
exped,  by  chaining  me  with  the  promifc 
of  her  fortune,  which  fhe  thinks  will  give 
her  a  command  over  all  my  a£iions  and 
the  obligations  which  ihe  thinks  fhe  has 
conferred,  by  this  intended  marriage, 
are  fuch  a  burden  to  me,  that  I  wifh 
to  be  freed  from  them  all.  I  pofTefs  a 
haughty  fpirit,  my  friend;  and  all  the 
treafures  of  Solomon,  provided  the  wo- 
mei^  were  not  included,  fhould  not  tempt 
ac  to  part  with  the  fmalleft  portion  of  my 
i&dependence. 

:  M  K%  But 


But  I  mirft  inrord'^euV^MMpi  htM 
fdves,  that  Kitcy  ^ei  we  fltutl'^^ 
e^ifmefs.   The  licde4if^eYdn  Iq^^^ 
the  metis  promife'of  mkrritge'fts 
penfiMe  oHigartion,  and  hUperibiiflj^fll 
inaods  th^  peirFonnaxi^  dfit  ^  *  ■ 

This  is  a  prefumption  I  liave  libc^ 
a;cc  tfftoiDed  to     theib  kind  of  re< 
HjiM  I' am  Tt^ly  tonnthtiA  }]fy^k^  M 
"^tfAei  fear  is,  that  flie  wifl,  by  Tome i  * 
make  Malvina  acquainted  ?i^ith  h 
am  but  too  fure,  chat  if  Yhat^miailitcf 
man  was  informed  df  my  oonniBlbir 
Mifs  Melmor,  her  ideas  of  rcfthddtf, 
fo  ftrift  iaind  delicate,  that  if  tbt 
loved  me  herfelf,  (he  would  take  the  fflli 
of  her  rival,"  and  renounce  me -for  cMIS 
It  is  therefore  of  the  greateft  conlcqjdM 
to  me  that  flie  'ftould  be  kept  iej 
ignorant  of  all  t&at  has  pafled.  My' 
care,  therefore  is,  to  fend  fSXtf 
this  place  as  foon  as  ^clfE!Wt^PW§t^ 
idea,  in  a  cafe  of  fuch  nt£eff^»^ 


firing  the  afli-ftance  of  one  of  you  f 
But  I  have  hit  upon  a  more  decent  way, 
and  one  that,  I  think,  will  fucceed  much 
better,  which  i<thi$:  I  always  pretend, 
iathe  prefence  of  Mrs.  Burton,  though 
not  when  Malvina  is  prefent,  fuch  a  par- 
ticular attachment  to  Mifs  Melmor,  thaV 
ay reftJefs aunt . is  really  alarmed  at  it; 
aadin  order  to  preferve  me  pure  for  Lady 
Mary^  (he  is  very  bufy  in  her  endeavours 
to  fiadouta  fuitablo  match  for  her  pupil ; 
vUcIijwhen  (he  has  determined,  I  know 
ibe  viJl  inform  me  of,  and  I  (hall  then  have 
tbe  appearance  of  humbly  fubmitting  to 
licrvill, aod  in  concert  with  her;  I  (hall 
loake  a  point  of  going  from  hence  when  (he 
has  given  her  orders  to  her  ftupid  friend 
for  the  marriage  of  her  petulant  daughter, 
who,  after  my  departure,  will  not  have 
toy  other  refource,  when  pre(red  by  the 
threats  of  Mrs.  Burton,  and  a  hufband, 
but  to  fubmit  to  the  alternative  ;  at  lead 
Ihc  will  not,  I  hope,  think  of  following 
me,  though  (he  is  very  capable  of  fuch 
K  3  a 
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a  fch<ine^  tiQt  in  ]^vil»l>iN 
idle  «  fkittcyt  I  \AtStm  mdHft^UmA 
Burtohj'that.ihie  id«y«iGM<^  VMaottM 
over  htrj  and  as  I'  wifli  (bdt  hot  dwiWij 
circumftance  may  be  knowii  to  i^Mihl^ 
I  (hall  infinuafeto  inlyp  «fttlt)<  ihtr  fkf^ 
fake  of  Udy  MWty-iSUi&ilMillimVfM 
qui4liiiy,'U  ivilt  bft;  ii«ftflir^il|« 
hiftdi^  of  my  ambWH  i^tffbwitf  fMAlp 
Seduced  by  fiXch  a  fti0ii1^«(  ft«  %^itt4>tt«Mll 
mend  tihis  (ilenc«  t«i  M'^f*  ft£elrfrt»,i:iW  f) 
tone  of  authority  w<iicli  *  gel^eHrtly  aWiif 
fuch  weak  charades '''«ta<y  itna^j^^JAilt^ 
my  ))rttty  Kate 'i^ffi^fte^(%mK  ««»fH<«i9 
the  anger  of  Mri;J£i«jreo^b«)ieii|if  fli 
not  there  to  comfdTct'  b^ri^^flW '%fR 'B^ 
obliged  iofteke  «liffiMa<>A}d  •hide^lMf' 
ihaihe.*'  hThen !  'Oft'^^eeliftUl  MdVii^ 
I  lhall  return  (d^^off^'^hd  by  if^  f0: 
fevering  att'entlohs  of  -Ibve,  obtain  tfii^ 
blelSiig,  which,  if  I'  ^Uih,  wili  kife'^fil^ 
above  all  the  monarchi  bn  eii'rtb'. 
Charles,  when  I  coritemjjlati  Kei'-aiiiiafilf 
innodcnce^  that  beauty  \^hich  ia  VrithotiF 
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t  blemifh,  the  pure  emblem  of  nature  in 
ibe  firft  creation  of  the  world,  I  certainly 
feel  that  I  am  unwonhy-  of  her ;  yet,  at 
tbe  fame  time,  I  fwear  from  my  foul,  that 
lot  any  other  (hall  ever  gain  her. 
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^v«:::r-xs  confirmed— a  walk» 

Jr  vas  really  true,  tb 
NT  >  V       Ec         hci  feen  Malvina, 
J  -v>rn;  V  . .ir-ue,  he  had  attempt' 
V  ^:  t   ^.  -  Mr'ror,  and  that  he  hs 
*4^v.%w--   r*^.-  .".vrer  than  he  had  c 
V.    ra:  t\.— 'ady  had  deludi 
.     %    •  ."^r  >crc5  of  marrying  hii 
it  .r;:  Tneans,  indepe 

5.i  V         was  ihcrcfo; 
,  \:  •  fhc  might  I 

*     into  her 
V  -  v       c**4r.Vt:si  :o  go  to  hi 

undc 
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tbc  pretence  of  fettling  ibme  ar- 
ments  for  their  af^roaching.  union*, 
hcfe  frequent  interviews,  from  the. 
htieffiiefs.of'Sir  Edmonds  and  the 
idence*  of.  Mifs  Melmor).  were 
ifficiently.  gnarded,«had  been  fuf*- 
1  by.  Mr.  Prior,  who  ncverthelefs, . 
»was  confirmed  in  thefe  fufpicions,. 
ht  it  .would  be  reprehenfible  in  hiin» 
nit.his  doubts  to  appear,  and .  fear- 
at  Malvina,.  may  alfo  blame  him,, 
ited  impatiently  for  the  hour  of  her ^ 
1^  in  order  to  wait  oa  her. . 

found  her  .  at  bVeakfaft  with  her^ 
Frances. .  SurpriCed,  though,  not 
ledy  at  feeing  him  at*fuch  a»  .  early 
fl^  begged  . he  would  take  his  tea^ 
ler, .  and  never  was  there  fo  cool  an « 
tioB^  accepted  with  fuch  avidity^ 
BS  no  (boner . feated  by.  his  friend,, 
se  began  the  fubjeft  which  was  the 
ft  his  hearty  and  which  had  induced  t 
an.  early  vifit.   Though.  Malvinai 
K  5  had 


svancioss  confirmed— a  wali 


IT  vas  really  true 
before  Sir  Edmond  had  feen  Malvi 
a  moment  of  caprice,  he  had  attei 
to  gain  Mifs  Melmor,  and  that  he 
fucceeded  much  fooner  than  he  ha 
peQed;  for  that  young  lady  had  de 
herfelf  vith  the  hopes  of  marrying 
and  of  becomins  bv  that  means,  ind 


had  tfecehiiSiiea  ]^ot  ta  iMftVUi^elk^ 
Ties  relative  lO  fhait  affiiur|  >y«ti>^] 

fht  forgot  her  refoIatiom-^^ltk»i'<!n 
found  it  impoffible  to  co^al  «hy^^ 
thotights  from  Jier>  freely  ttfld  lli)^ 
opinion,  and  his  fufpicions.  Oh4ic!c(: 
vMch)  a  lively  blufh  •  ovfer^yMfid  ^ 
face^  aftd  Ihe  cried,  it  ft'^pdffibl6  4 
the  fevere  Mr.  Pridi*,  ean  bef  gtiitfy 
fo  much  weaknefs,  as  hot  to  hS^  witn 
and  repriinanded  this  yourtg")[>eifon, 
fpoken  to  her  mother  and  NTrs.  Buit 
on  the  danger  fhe  is  in,  and  above 
vhy  has  he  not  (hewn  hik  iadignait' 
to  that  bafe  man,  who  under  the  r 
of  virtue,  blufhes  nqt  at  the  coitapt 
of  innocence  ?-^Ah !  it  is  of  little^ 
may  fay  no  .nfe,  replied  he^  either 
warn  or  reprimand,  except  ^od  cci 
accrue  from  it.!  But,  when  my  w« 
make  not  the  leaft  impreffion,  it  is  I 
to  leave  it  to  Divine  wifdoih  asd  j 
tice,  who  endows  the  wicked  with  mal 
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as  a  felf-punifhinent;  and  intemperate 
pieafures,  as  a  chaftifement;  I  am  per- 
fediy  certain,  that  was  I  to  fpeak  to 
Sir  Edmond,  he  would  only  fmile  at  my 
ranonftranccs,  and  perhaps  be  more 
bdefatigable  in  his  purfuits.  Mrs.  Mel- 
nor  is  a  very  weak  woman,  who  only 
views  things  as  her  daughter  pleafes, 
nd  mrho,  if  (he  was  to  fcold  her  would 
feoQ  finifb)  by  a{king  her  pardon. 

Mrs.  Burton,  from  the  extreme  cool- 
Bcfs  of  her  difpofition,  entirely  devoid 
I    of  fenfibility,  has  ever  been  incapable 
'    of  fucb  a  weaknefs ;  and  for  that  reafon, 
imagines  that  this  fuperior  virtue  (which 
is  in  reality  only  negative,  and  fo  very 
\    ttfy)  is  the  higheft  excellence  in.  her 
charaEler,  therefore  that  all  women  fuf- 
pefted  of  wanting  challity,  fhe  regards 
i    as  a  fcandal  to  humanity.    For  this  rea- 
f   fon  was  Ihe  informed  of  the  conduft  of 
I    MifsMelmor;  flie  would  not  only  turn 
fer  out  of  the  houfe  with  contempt,  but 
jL  6  would 
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would  publicly  expofe  ber^  As  to  MiC^ 
Melmor,  herfelf,  (he  is  merely  a  pretty 
puppety  without  principles  or^  dclwK^^ 
though  file  does  not  wantiibr 
and  addrefs,  who  unites  ja  cok 
a  weak  head;  juid  'perhaps  ini^«ga.j 
with  Sir  Edmond  if  flie  thought 
w^s  Tufpeaed^  What  th^n  woud4ibec(B||M^ 
of  her  ?  Abandoned  ia  a  litde  tit  ^  '^^^ 
her  feduceri  another  might  foqa?!^ 
place  him;  and  there  is  no 
where  fuch  a  one  would  ftop,  as 
who  have  dared  to  uke  the  firft  ftcf 
fuch  a  career,  would  foon  give  hcs^llc 
to  another;  and  in  the  end,  fiic  peik^li 
might  be  tempted  to  proftitute-  hericKi 
and  thus  incrcafe  the  number  of  ikfib 
ihamelels  and  wretched  womep^  (Wfep 
have  once  blulhed  at  the  name  of  vira% 
but  foon  ceafe  to  blufli  at  all  !  IMf^ 
faid  Malvina,  timidly,  will  not  Sir^)^ 
mond  marry  Mils  Melmor  ?  Becauifr||^ 
would  not  fuit  him  by  any  means ;  Ik 
notwitbilanding  the  many  vices  ol^^Sti 

£4imoi|d|| 


ftfanod,  Jm  <;h«nAer  mi.  profpe&rare 
brilliant  and  bfe  po0eflles  ^.  nobility  of 
fiml,  and  an  pnergy  of  mind  that.  ia<  noc 
-tojr  common;  ,oa  tlic  aamivaji  MiCi 
Mdiiior  ia  trulf  incapablfc  of  the  leaft 
ekvaiion  of  mind.  •  I  liaye  already;  deli- 
KMd  to  you  all  tbffi  vicps.  which,  weakr 
yfigiiaU'mpbn  itfidfi.  and  there  is  not 
f  <Mr  fiility  vhich.  ii « can .  redeem ;  u 
fitaoty^and  mt  therefore,  arc;  hot  only 
idnttages,  I  am  much  deceived  if  they 
not  one  day  .  render  her  one  of  the 
•  nfk  deceitful:  and  dangfsrous  of  co^ 
fueuei.  Yet  do  you  not  imagine  that 
'Sir  Edmond  loves,  her  ?  He  pretends  as 
ttnch,  and  though  every  perfon  hero 
aqr.  endeavour  to  prove  this  to  me  as 
atnuh^.  I  c^ot  be. convinced...  Fo| 
the  human  heart  is  fuch  an  abyfs,  thaf 
tUiough  I  have  been  this  fifteen  years^. 
ttdeavouringg  itiicccfles  are  not  to  be 


Tot 
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Fot  my  own  party  faid  MaWina,  I  can 
not  believe  but  that  he  has  a  paffion  fo 
her.  Undeceive  yourfelf  then^  my^oi 
friend,  for  Sir  Edmond  is  incapable  o 
any  thing  ferious.  A  habit  for  dc 
bauchery  has  tainted  his  heart,  but  wa 
he  even  fufbeptible  of  experiencing  fud 
a  deep  attachment  as  a  real  paffion^  \ 
muft  be  a  very  different  woisian  indeed 
from  Mifs  Melmor,  who  could  produo 
fuch  a  reformation.  I  know  but  one 
added  he,  looking  ftedfaftly  at  Malvina 
\rho  unites  all  that  could  be  wilhed  fa 
fuch  a  purpofe.  But  as  the  diftano 
which  feparates  them  is  unmeafurable 
he  will  never  dare  to  raife  his  hopes  ti 
her,  becaufe  he  muft  be  truly  fetifible 
itbat  fhe  win  never  deign  to  look  dowi 
iipon-  him. 

Mdviha  bluflied,  Mr.  BiSor's  laft  feo 
tence  had  occafioned  an  uneafy  fenla 
tion,  and  in  order  to  conceal  it,  ami 
av(»id  anfwering,  ihe  arofe  and  went  cc 
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window  —  returned  —  opened  tome 
ks — then  clofed  them  as  quickly—* 
again  walked      the  window — Mr. 
r,  faid  Malvina,  -notwkhftanding  the 
iffive  cold,  the  fun  is  fo  brilliant, 
it  muift  be-  father  pleafant  on  the 
lers  of  the  lake;  I  fiave  never  .been 
and  have  a  great  iltelination  to 
a  walk  that  way;  you  xnuft  not  go 
c,  faid  Mr.  Prior,  will  you  permit 
ibc  pleafure  to  accompany   you  ? 
tainly,  and  I  am  going  to  afk  Mrs. 
tcto  to  walk  with  me.    She  went  into 
Ireffing-room  with  Frances,  and  they 
kly  returned  equipped  in  their  dou- 
'orred  robes.    They  all  went  down, 
on  entering  the  Taloon,  flie  per- 
ed  Mifs  Melmor,   feated  before  a 
,  and  Sir  Edmond  cloie  at  her  fide, 
^ering  to  'htT  with  gr^at  animlation. 
:  Burton  was  fitting  by  the  fire  with 
K>k  which  (he  pretended  to  be  read- 
but  was  iniirely  occupied  with  look- 
in  a  glafs  which  was  oppofite,  and 

which 


which  gaTeiunLaQ.4)pp^ 

all  that  was,fi^pg:bf(bi8A>  lMliM«4>4l 

mind  abforbod^^  flafuuQg^ thAr.fiitiM 

deftiay:  of.  Miii  Mdiooyrt .        ] . :  |« 

The  entrancOiOfrM^imi  9hMg94  Al 
di^oiuioi|.of  all  ;th^  j|i(Mgl«|^aif  .1^ 
as.their  efla^^f n|«9V!.  :$i$|4mMid»  /Sng 
f^l  that  his  parti^iU^^ 
l^elm  .h^i  given  MsLlvwa  ifeoiq:^ 
picioDs,  fclt^  rather>^  upcafy^.  .  He;  afj 
proached  her^  and  murqiured  a  few  AS 
pre£Bcms  o£  aftoniibni^t/ai)d.  pleafwrc^ 
this  unexpe&ed.vifiu  Mifs^^i[6ll&orfCrvt 
elly .  difa||>pouite4  an  incident  .wkid 
interropted.a.  converfation  th^Ci  WW  l( 
her  of  .  infinite  importapGef  &luted.llll 
vina  wit)i  an- expre^0A(of  :ang<^  vj^l 
out  condefcending  $a  -190^  ai  her^  ^  Mh| 
B^r(oa  yho  had  roi9ar|tfHi .  her,  WiifRi 
o»r^ ;  was  i€cre%  rejipc^d  ythait-  flie  m 
thus  roorti^e^)  and  jjeceivedj.  M«hiiil 
with  unufuaL  IdttdMfst!  . 
-  .  ^     ^   .    :  ^•;   'vM/'  .    g  ;i 
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The  walk  was  propofedi  which  Mrs. 
Burton  accepted  with  that  afFeded  com- 
plaifance  which  plainly  evinced  that  Ihe 
wifiied  it  to  be  confidered  as  a  favour^ 
for  which  Die  demanded  an  adequate 
return  by  Sir  Edmond,  with  that  eager* 
ych  which  the.  love  of  novelty  and  the 
)learure  of  being  near  Malvina  mud 
mfpire  in  fuch  a  mind.  Mifs  Melmor. 
accepted  the  invitation  with  a  carelef^ 
difcontent,  that  was  confcious  of  the 
irkfome  fitiiation  it  would  place  her  in^. 
^et  ihe  could  not  dcvife  any  probable 
Jxcufe  to  avoid  gcxing.  The  leaflefs. 
recs,  and  the  rocks  covered  with  ice> 
{littered  with  the  rays  of  the  fun,  and 
•cflefted  all  the  brilliant  colours  of  the 
ainbow.  The  fnow  which  cloaked  all 
be  mountains,  fhone  with  fuch  fplendor. 
Hat  the  eyes  were  alraoft  blinded  by  the 
ight,  though  monotonous  alpcQ.  of  the 
ountry.  While  contemplating  the  beau- 
iful  and  fubllme  effeO:  of  the  enllght- 
ning  orb  of  day.    Mr.  Prior,  as  his 

eye 


2  to  UAtVIKA. 

eye  wandered  over  the  (hov-cTad  car 

particularly  '  admlr^  'it^  js^^  '6n  } 
mountains ;  and  faid^  who  will  not  thi 
«ith  Me/'  dh  that  Ibblime  ki^ocati 
which  made  in  the'tnne  of  o 

O  thou  that  rbHeft^'abo^e,  Mund 
^  the  fliieW  of  my  fathers  t  whence  i 
thy  beams,  O  fun?— ihy  'everfalli 
light  I  —  thou   comeft  forth  in  i 
<^  awful  beauty — the  flara  hide  the 
felves  iii  the  fky  :  the  moon  cold  s 
pale  finks  in  the  weRem:  ware^  1 
thou  thyfelf  moved  alone :  who  i 
"  be  a  companion  of  thy  courfe  ?  1 
oaks  of  the  mountains  fall,  the  moi 
•*  tains  themfelves  decay   with  yea 
^<  the  ocean  ft  rinks,  and  grows  agai 
the  moon  herfetf      lofi  in  heave 
"  but  thou  art  tbr  ever  the  fame,  rejc 
ing  in  the  brightnefe  of  thy  coui 
When  the  world  is  dark  with  tc 
pefts;  when  the  thunder  rolls  and  : 
^  lightning  flies;   thou  looked  in  i 

«  beat 
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'  beauty  from  t)ie  doodj^  and  laughed 
'  at  the  fton*.*" 

While  Mr.  Prior  repeated  this  vith 
mhunafm,  Malvina  was  plunged  into 
.  reverie,  6h*recolle8ing  the  embarrafs- 
aeni  Sir  Edinond  appeared  in,  on  her 
nkrance  into -the  faloon.    She  certainly 
#as  not  dffended  at  his  attention  to 
Mifi  Mfelm'oiTy  but  why  was  he  fo  fearful 
df  letttng  it  Appear  before  her.    Did  he 
vilh  tb-eoheeal  it,  or  to  deceive  ' her  ^ 
Htf  haughty  ibul  revolted  at  the  idea  of 
bring  the  objeci  of  fuch  a  plan,  and  (he 
dcttrAin^d  by  the  coolnefs  of  her  be- 
havioAr  to  Sir  Edmond,  to  cortviAce  hint 
ir  would  be  iitipbffible  to  fucceed  with* 
her.   She  remembered  every  thing  fhe 
hid  heard,  and  all  fervcd  to  depreciate 
him  in  her  opinion.    She  drew  a  compa- 
rifon  between  him  and  Mr.  Prior,  much 
to  the  advantage  of  the  latter.    If  the 

•  Offiain's  Poem  of  Carihon. 


pcrfons 


refleaions^  could  hav«  gtitJKifbl»MK  ^ 
paffingp  in  ker  mind,  M h\  Brior  voii| 
h*.v«  Itcon  gmiificd,  .An<  SlflMM 
<^griiH4|{iwUl(^,  .flw  Uft^  iM 
€«iftYfr&ti0%  «and:rtdiiutodftlie^i^ 
•mropinipAs,  it  copftnm^itiw  MsaiA 
iMd  i^ccpOy;  fonn«d^;  WKn,  Ai4 
mpnflf  do,x^u<iiequire  jthafc  lit^flKMildl 

candour,  of  wbichr  yqu  ]>0^  {9t:n^ 
dots  it  not  oceafion  their!  being  .k 
^prel^  tQ  fl^crerti:  vrhp<4uifo|Mi 
fhfip,  and  keep  tbetai:f^^a:4iftance;ffipi 
all:  wJiio  poflefa  difcernment:  ao^.  rejBt 
uider.  a&d  who-  might?'.  p^ha^:j.faf  a 
fervice  to  them-;;  in  fgeakiag  their,  n 
fentimenti  ?. 

What,  interrupted'  Mr,  Fribr^ 
quicknefs)  when  a  rafcal*  in  power,  bi 

oau: 
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caafe  he  is  fo,  and  is  cidh,  fliall  he,  a 
defpicable  wretch,  fee  himfeir  received 
ty  the  man  of  integrity,  can  they  oh^ 
ferve  this,  without  having  reafon  to  be- 
lieve that  every  'thing  is  facriftced  to 
fortune?  If  tfiey  difguifed  (be  contempt 
which  they  really  infpire,  would  it  not 
iiDdoubtedly  plunge  them  deeper  in  vice, 
when  they  were  carrelTed,  and  confe- 
*qtteQtly  encourage  others,  who  but  for 
would  have  hefiiated  in  imitating 
tfccm. — No,  no,  thofe  who  have  felt  the 
tfignity  of  which  a  virtuous  man  is  capa- 
ble of,  win  never  prophane  the  charac- 
Icr,  and  thofe  who  dare  to  compound 
with  virtue,  gives  me  a  fanftion  to  think, 
they  have  never  known  it.    What  a  ter- 
Tible  condemnation,  exclaimed  Sir  Ed- 
mond,  fmiling.    Do -you  know  that  if  I 
was  to  judge  of  men  by  the  fev^rity  of 
your  maxims,  I  doubt,  I  fhould  find 
few  of  the  eleft,  and  wtr  fhould  run  the 
rifque  of  being  glorioufly  tired  in  Para- 
-dU'c  ?  1  acknowledge,  faid  Malvina,  thaft 

Mr. 


Mn  Prior's  principles  are  a  liule  ferfiVt  i 
but  he  bears  the  fimilitude  mifh  J^iflfr 
Sterne  mentions  in  his  Sermons:  ^ 
^  are  thehuQars  whp  ftrike  a  blow  •' 
<^  right  and  to  the  left,  with  great  adraft- 
nefs)  and  always  ferve  as-  au;xiliariea  4> 
virtue.*'  At  this  inftant  the  converfatiqp^ 
was  interrupted  by  the  app^^rance  oCcfla. 
man  on  one  of  the  heights  of  the-,  qiout— 
tain,    (ie  feemed  to  be  in  years,  ^nA. 
(lept  fo  cautioufly,  that  they  imagined>tbii& 
he  mull  be  blind.    Mr.  Prior  who  la* 
garded  him  with  great  attention  faid»  tl^r 
venerable  gait,  that  time-filvered  beanly 
the  cautious  uncertain  (lep,  and  th^t  ftaflf 
which  appears  to  ferve  him  inftead  of  his 
eyes,  indeed  the  tout  enfemble  of  thi3 
old  man,  recalls  to  my  mind  the  image  of 
Oflian,  fuch  as  he  was  in  the  4^ys  of  old; 
perhaps  alfo,  he  might  have  ftoodon  thai 
very  fpot !  Oh  why  have  I  not  my.  pencils 
here  that  I  mights  juft  take  that  fine  olf 
head.   The  unfortunate  creature  is  fur- 
•fptinded  hy  precipices,  faid^  Sir  f^mond, 


and 
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4ud  I  think  it  will  be  of  more  utility  to 
affifl  him,  than  to  take  his  portrait.  The 
focks  are  fo  flippeiy  and  he  cannot  fee* 
On  faying  thefe  words  he  flew  to  the 
mountain,  and  climbing  lightly,  though 
not  without  difficulty  on  account  of  the 
ice,  and  in  a  Ihort  time,  he  got  up  to 
the  old  man,  took  him  by  the  arm,  and 
leading  him  with  care,  he  wound  round 
(he  turnings  of  the  mountain,  which  ap- 
feared  to  lead  to  an  oppolite  dire6lion, 
where  from  the  great  diftance,  they  foon 
were  out  of  figlS.    Mrs.  Burton,  after 
wailing  feme  time,  and  finding  they  did 
not  appear,  took  the  road  to  the  caftle. 
This  fcene  had  not  been  loft  upon  Mal- 
vina.   The  generous  behaviour  of  Sir 
£dmond  had  pleafed  her,  and  as  they 
returned  home,  fhe  reflefted  upon  the 
theory  and  the  praflice  of  virtue,  and 
imagined  that  perhaps  they  were  not  al- 
ways united,  and  that  thofe  who  fpoke  the 
moft  eloquently  of  it,  were  not  the  per- 
hns  who  praQiced  it  the  beft. 

CHAP. 
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TnEY^ad  waited  'till 
Iiour  of  fupper  in  vain,  for  Sir  Edmo: 
lut  he  had  not  appeared,  every  one  i 
aftoniflied  at  his  abfence,  and  for  ) 
(irft  time  Malvina  did  not  return  to  1 
apartment  after  rifing  from  table.  ! 
vas  uneaf/t  and  foon  became  feriov 
fo,  as  ihe  found  night  had  advanc 
and  the  hours  fucceeded  eath  oth 
and  they  faw  no  ligns  of  his  retd 
Malvina,  could  fcarcely  fupprefs  \ 
fears.  Thc^^f^afon  being  remai^ka' 
feverei  the  ways  very  dangerousypcrhi 
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rfat  have  fallen,  have  loft  himfelf, 
able  to  find  an  afylum^  Why 
not  fend  fome  of  the  fervants 
ambeauxi  to  feek,  call^  and  affift 

K)ws  extremely  hard,  faid  Mr,  Priorf 
ben  can  we  think  of  fending  the 
>ut  at  fuch  a  late  hour?  -Why 
re  then  let  Sir  Edmond  be  cxpofed 
the  rigour  of  fuch  a  fevere  night  ? 
Malvina;  perhaps  he  may  have  had 
way  to  condu6t  the  old  man,  and 
returning,  the  darknefs  may  have 
ken  him,  the  cold  may  ftupify  him  ; 

at  this  moment,  he  has  not  even 
a  rock  tQ  flielter  hi$  head.  The 
tlfo  will  prevent  him,  if  he  could, 
feeing  his  way.  It  is  a  pity  that 
erous  a  being  fhould  be  the  viBim 
I  benevolence.  While  Malvina 
xpreffed  her  feelings  fpontaneoufly, 
is  agitated  ^nd  diftrefied,  the  tears 
ed  in  her  eyes,  Mr.  Prior  much 
L  affeaed 


4ffcaed'Bf .l)er  anticfyr  ins^m  iMKfj 
frid«.  I  am  sfad^  i»  ohcf  ufoa  mA 

vants,  and  myfelf  lead  dicm  to  feeK 
Edmond?  xoiukfceod  .to  giv<  me jr< 

.CMMMUldl*/ 

heart  any  to  di£lau  r  laniawsfa  dcoeV 
if  Sir  Edmond  would  ,  not  have  fen 
Jwie  meana  of  aififtiag  you  in  incl 
pwdicament*  IA^>»  frier  was  a 
ismetly  Jburc  ^Uus  Uft  rq^i^  t^M 
it  did  not  »|]ender  bam  tke  IdTs  feUaili 
to  £ulfil  any  of  her  wifiheif  and  twaa-.^ 
goin^  out  for  .that  pi£Q>ofe,.  when 
JBurton  pieiiEonted.  him*,  by  isymgiib^ 
not  been  for  the  vextraon£uiai|r  4P9i 
of  Biy  cottfint  I  ihould  pedba]^  haw«:^ 
more  .aftoniflied  to  ifacar  ;b€A<:iof  irf 
giving  ordera  ^^coneeming  rr^  livM 
iritbout  my  leave.  Bnt^  -okiIimump 
^fflMBdoned>  I  ihaU  e«€ttf«  it,  mift^ 

:..  J 
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objed  to  fuch  a  ft^p^  which 
lag  the  men  fo  mach  trouble, 
t  havd(hip«  they  muft  fuffer 
It  M  this,  and  all,  perhaps;  with« 
>f  any  fenrice  to  Sir  Edmonds 
'  very  naturally  conclude  he 
z  fo  imprudent  as  to  offer  ta 
Lte  as  this,  and  that  he  is  deter* 
lafs  the  night  in  the  cabm  of 
ineer. 

y  a  pity,  madam,  that  you  did 
.1  all  this  in  the  mottling,  and 
jierruaded  Sir  Edmond  that 
:  Aire  that  the  old  man  would 
ly  alone.  Thanks  to  your 
ggeftions,  madam,  your  ne- 
ot  be  in  any  danger.  My 
Hn.  Burton,  in  a  tone  of  rail* 
looking  at  hex  a  moment  in 
what  fervice  is  this  extreme 
fenfibility  ?  Have  you  not 
(hewn  that  you  poffcrs  it,  and 
e  not  any  occafion  for  farther 
L  2  prooft^ 
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proofs.  Really^  interrupted  Malviii}^ 
with  Tome  degree  of  warmth,  is  ic  Mrs* 
Burion  herfeMi^whq,  a  momaii.j 

could  harbour  the  unn^i^alvidMv^ 
any  oae  faiiilii jhtflmWa 

Good  IInra% 
Mrs.  Burtoiif  are  we  not ; 
that  there  are  perfons  who  reldom 
of  any  thing  eli'e  f  YcSf  without  a  doc 
fsfld  Mr.  priors  ^nft  I  VfSff  ot  cone 
why  Madpie^iQt  Soqqf  4ilte||e|,^v^ 
doubt  rtivtiniAg  «)^'  ^ftii^i^ 
difcourXci  which  Mrs*  Burton  had  Cu 
cient  penetration   to  dppreciatei 
much  offended  her,  and  ihe  ,>Kf^s^.i^£ 
point  of  reply  iug  to  it|  a^  if 
it,  when  hfs1m0f  prefeDce.Df  i 
felt)  that  to  iMr  iiigi|rf  voidd  |i 
fiiew  in  what  manner  flic  applied  it, 
unwilling  th^t  any  one  fhould , 
flighteft  idea  dtti  6ci  fe«eq 


MUUpeft^  -h  ippoorsy  my  dear  *Mak 

MtrU  aMre^HHifon  tiiiui  any  other 
9i^Jto^te'  uei^/JftK.  it  ii- impoiBbk 
■fcjhiip  (fffca'ititeiimy/  mepheir  equll 
ijri^lf;  it  jf^tetcA  Athttr  fbukge  t# 
Ak^yoo  (hoiild  di&ate  wbit  I  ought 
^lapi-iiiiMitniiaie  wilh'a  and 
aUcflilMf  v  rfefbU  which  wat  only 
l|liiilTlij1hfaifcapityi>^ 
kUtksi  widi  liloniffiment.  '  Certainly^ 
ii|iid;  *Mrt.  Bortbn^  for  I  have  no 
Acrfiicrifiee  ierofal  rpeMbfis  for  the 
^o£:jdHcs';  Jt  vat^  therefore^  from  a 
rrt  ofidhty'  alone*  that  I  gave  up  the 
Dft  «n(p>veij|iaiile:  d^fire  of  fending  my 
pte! lib  Code  fbn: Sir  Edmond.  And 
fev»  me^  my  idkbrl  Malvina,  that  not 
(lUiklgiUbuid'have  prevented  my  do* 
ftfav  hilt  that  I  felt  it  would  not  be 
BgiuRly. 

L  3  Mrs. 


Iflri.  Burton,  however,  had  not 
ihoitglll  of  'Any  one  of  thefe  particularj 
'till  thttiklca  had  been  pivcn  .by  anothei 

Tiiiftwi|temreafft£Mkdi^  Itifelfyl 
llai  wiJIph^^eiroii  why 
inoold  itt  |tef9  btt  ^oonfcn^ 

She  .icBl  Mrs.  Tomktns  to  bcd^  ' 
frmained  Jby  the  firc^anxieiy  kept, 
tmike;  mH  agiufion  pittnitte 
from  iulMBIrlllilU^ 
violence  erf  the  wind^  which  ihado 
cafinaetits  rattle,  Ihe  arofe  and  went 
the  window,  and  found  that  it  flill  fftor^ 
ed.  She  imagined  tUt  ^  ai  leai^ 
be  two  M^i«ep^itiM 
might  biPbuiied  hi  ii' where  it  drrftM 
The  torrents^  which  murmured  from  P 
diftance^  feemed  to  her  like  the  cries  dt 


£ftre(s:  (he  wept,  and  prayed  for  h» 
bkiy.. 

Malvins  had' been  fa  much  ufed  to 
nxieiy,  and  flie  knew  fo  little  how  to 
be  odierwife,  that  though,  on  thu  occa- 
fion,  (he  experienced  an  extreme  degree 
of  folkitude^.ffie  was  fo  far  from  attri- 
ItatiDgJt  to  -the  real  caufe,  that  ihe  had 
M  the  idea,,  but  that  ihe  ibould  have 
fitlt  jaft  ;  in  the  fame  manner  for  any 
^rperfon;  and 'that  Sir  £dmond,  in 
fubGiiIary  had  no  •{hare  in  her  anxiety^ 
Mfft  than  the  natural  degree  which  all 
in  afflidion  infpired..  There  are 
fcow  minds  which  are  fo  fulbeptible  of 
kifnaniiy,  that  it  evinces  itfelf  as  plainly 
u  the  nioft  powerful  emotions  of  affee- 
fHofid.  It  was  near  an  hour  after  day- 
brealC)  that  Malvina^exhaufted  by  fatigue, 
had  thrown  berfelf  upon  a  fopha,  and 
alight  flcep  had  juft  clofed  her  eye-lids, 
when  file  was  difturbed  by  the  gate-bell 
rcfounding  through  the  caftle :  Ihe  im- 
L  4  mediately 


Jljt4  .ilAJL,V<H4' 

.m^%e\y,  ^p^.  up,,  tnd  4Mr 
look  out  of  the  cafcmcDt  .which  fy^/t0 
the  court;  and  the  firft  perfon  (he  ftp 
^ai  Sir  £diiaond,  c<»vcre4.witfl:^|Ct^4iir'! 
ipunded  by  the  fewMtib  whot 
advanced,  ,  feemed  to.  qae&}fi#viM>iib.]# 
carneftnefa  and  aScQiosu       .  ..v>n 

3I1C  harried  back  to  bci  cbuvbt;^  I 
with  (e«T«^  tbsmk^d  Hf»ttfkM»m 
sfimm^^  A  fliontimc  aftprs  AeJ 
.geoeral  ftir  in  the  houre;.aiid9"aiiudAj 
copLfMilpn  of  voices,  fh^.coMlid  diftiQilpHft 
tl)of^  pf  Mr«*  Burtons  Mr..  Pripr^  :aipj| 
Mifs  l^elmori  .  She  .wj(he^t  thcHlgh  All! 
f$U  a  difagrepable  fenfation  at  the  idtami^ 
going  dpwo.  She  recoUeQed  th^  fidlfc 
citude  fhe  had  manifefiedi  and  itiiMM||| 
her^bluih  at  the  idea  of  appearif^  hekm 
fo  many  witnefles  of  it.  fiefideig  Qil 
feared  Mrs.  ittchnor,  and  her  daughu^ 
might  inform  Sir  Edmond  of  all  ,fl}C  |^ 
fuffered ;  and  though  ihe  did  nof  alli|f 
there  was  any  thing  uncommon  lit, 


^  wbtdyvot^ita^deaemti  might  think 
dillmiitly.  She  had  beeii  to^  that  he 
mr  pKfumptuous  ;  and  fuch  a  charaQer 

My^lka^w^iiiBrcipeatftcfafre  hith 

ai'^^^nn^ifr  fte^aVii  Tcfle&ihg  thu#,  her  door 
•MAddmlf  jftpencdv  and  Sir  Edmond 

Shditt  hfer ;  his  cloadis  wet  and 
hitf  (ace  paky  and  his  whole 
iHbl^e  evinced  fatigue ;  except  his 
^^^^Uch  were  briltiant,  and  animated 
lMi>:tJl  that  hope,  and  the  moft  lively 
Mtmtft  could  exprefi.  Ah,  madam  f 
4Mjij1ie^  may.  I  really  liope  they  have 
M  Mietei^ed  me.  Is  it  true  that  you 
iiRt  bfen  interefted  in  what  became  of 
oe?  That  yopr  generous  mind  conde-* 
(ceDded  to  think  of  me  ?  That  hope,  had 
UitfQd.4ajiii>a^ne  it,  would  have  made 
4l  fofgift  >lill  my  difficulties,  and  have 
tM4  iiMdeted  them  pleating^  Ah,  da 
*K  ffrr«ifc  id:  confirm  it?  Let  me  but 
» .  j  L  5  hear 


hear  fm  yeur-lipf f  M#  J^rUMll 
prefeat  ia  yotor  iKonghU^  «M|>  the  digl 

In  pnmoiiDdfig  theife.(midi^*iftG[;i 
ttken  the  hand  of  Malvina^  and  iaaoM 
eyes  on  her's,  with  an  ardour  and  ten^ 
folickudey  which  made  ^:h«r-i lklii|iiJ 
felt  fiirpxifed^  and  c(mfaledri  «U 'Help 
ingly  replied :  *  certainly  I  htve  ibott4 
der  fome  anxiety;  but  who  is  theiter^il 
has  not  felt  the  lame  P  The  night  | 
been  fo  tremendous,  and  you  walked 
faft,  that  we  feared  th^t  Sir  I 

mond!  cried  Mif3  Melmor,  as -fie  cm 
in  half  breathlefs,  I  am  tired  withTolfo 
ingyou;  and  there  was  noltheieaftt 
ceflSty  for  your  faying  much,  ta  'dht 
Madaine  de  Sorcy's  fpirits.  '  - 

Has  Ate  been  pathetic  ii^>tlie  tfeUnV 
her  uneafinefft^  But,  God*bteff  |BC^  I 
ded  (he,  obferving  Malvitia*s  bbd  kad  a 
been  occupied--*!  believe  Ibe  hna  net 

ha 
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^  ID  bed.  Really,  I  could  liaVe  done 
BO  more.  But,  good  Heaven  I  my  dear 
madam,  how  you  are  altered  ;  your  eyej 
tre  quite  heavy  and  dull;  you  do  not 
look  Uke  yourfelf.  Ah!  cried  Sir  £d- 
Bond,  tranfported,  and  looking  at  Mal- 
m  with  a  tendemefs  he  could  not  con- 
ceal, he  thought  that  Ihe  had  never  ap- 
peared fo^  beautiful. -  Malvina,  all  con- 
fcfion,  ftaminered  out  a  few  fentencei, 
.  %ing,  her  anxiety  had  not  been  partf- 
cvlac;  and  that  it  had  been  exaggerated. 

Mifs  Melrhor,  piqued  at  the  preference 
vhich  Str  Edmond  evinced  for  Malvina, 
endeavoured  to  revenge  herfelf^  by  ral- 
lying her  in  the  fevered  manner.  She 
^cd  to  imitate  her  pleafmg  voice ;  and, 
^ith  fome  delicacy,  threw  a  vein  of  re- 
diculc  into  her  difcourfe,  in  order  to 
lender  her&lf  more  amiable  in  the  eyes 
of  her  lover;  and,  perhaps,  Ihe  might 
l*vc  fucceeded,  if  the  hope  of  being 
tofed  by  Malvina  had  not,  for  the  pre- 
L  6  fent) 


^8  .MAtY3ir«#  % 

Jcnt,  .abforbtd;  all  *  liha  fii jlllilif  infii lijl J 
£diDond«  Heinterpretcd  tKr  ceikwail^  | 
meni^  which  becajme  everjr  moti^4MMI 
vifiUie  ;^and  ,bcr  bUiihet  cmUcdidHB  Mft 

f ionT^iq^py  gUdcf  istot  thie  lieaft^idiA; 
it  does.|it>t  wifli  to  receive  o^e,pUmbMk  ( 
at,  the.  price  of  ■qre%rilig  a  r]lft|a  M  |MU 
we  ]o?e.   He  tbere|E>Ke^eiKte«fx>ttfifiA^ 
conse^  th<^  joy  he  .ftlt,  ^a»A  hllflilwi^ 
from^^  her^  without  appearipg^M  ntH^f/l^ 
her  agitation,,  intreating  her  to  paefaMr 
the  liberty  he  had  taken  of  fo  abruptl|r^ 
entering  her  roonx.  .  .  ,  i'  • 

For  fome  ^  days  Mifs  Melmor  'took^V 
malicious  pleafure  in  teazing  MaltkMli; 
by  continually  recurring  to  the  fame  3iibi« 
je£l;  but  Sir.  £dmond  always  cluinge^ 
the  difcourfe,  with  fo  much  delicacyvdMjW  i 
Malvina  could  not  avoid  remaricingiiH^yfn 
in:  that  point,  he  perfe&ly  coincided  vidfiflj 
her.  One  day,  when  the  riim  fuhjifl  liwtl 
been  again  refumcd^  and  chance  had  Itfifij 

.T.^:  them  ' 
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hem  alone  in  the  drawing-room,  Malvina 
eized  the  opportunity,  when  freed  from 
licir  raillery,  to  afk  a  few  queftions  con- 
cerning that  day's  encounter;  and  if  he 
bad  really  walked  all  the  way  llicR  and 
back?    Yes,  replied,  Sir  Edmond;  the 
fnow  and  the  temped  increafing,  pre- 
Tented  my  reaching  the  cfiftle  *till  morn- 
ing; and  I  continued  walking  all  the 
time,  as  I  hadyloft  my  path.  ITacrificed 
the  pleafure  of  remaining  with  you>  to 
thii  of  helping  a  poor  old  man;  bat  I 
vould  have  rifqued  my  life  to  have  re- 
turned a  moment  fooner. 

This  was  not  faid  with  the  air  of  a  coin* 
ph'ment;  neither  was  it  meant  as  one. — 
Sir  Edmond  felt  what  he  faid :  yet,  the 
rccolledion  of  Mifs  Melmor,  preferved 
tfalvina  from  believing  him;  and  ihe 
ighed  at  the  idea  of  his  regarding  her  m 
be  fame  light  as  other  women;  which  fhe 
ould  not  but  think,  from  his  addrefling 
ich  unmeaning  and  ready  compliments  to 

hcrj 


her,  whkh  lhehadh«atKdtiini>ftefti<AR# 
The  figh  did  not  paHi  ttntKMiecd  ^>S 
Edmond }  he  looked  nt  .Mtfviins>irltl|iil 
Miiooas  tcndemefii,  aiid^Aei^<MlMd'^ 
devftldpe  her  lilence.  WhtftvU' A4)|f 
abforhs-youf  thoughts  ?"enquired  Sir  Ei 
mond^  Ah  !  if  1  eovld  hut  read 
heart.  You  wtiAA  haVe  rfoAing  to 
ki  it  but  moufiiHi^  and  forrow^  :Te(>IM 
Mai  villa ; .  for « tht  more  I  -  ktidw  of  'tt 
world,'  tlie  fti<»re  feverfeljr  I  ftil  the  K^i 
%hieh  I  have  fnfiained. . 

My  beloved  friend  pofleffed  a  fcM 
where  purity  and  candor  refided;  . 
might  fay,  with  truth,  all  the  virtuea  Bn 
taken  refuge  there;  for  fhe  was  aiJiviq^ 
teinple  of  goodnefs.-;— And  in  iofinglM 
like  £ve,  in  Milton,  I  am  dbafed  ftM 
£den^;and  feel  as  if  I  was  difenchatitd 
hy  painful  aomparifonstv.  Ah,  replied 
Sir  Edmond,  with  emotion,  are  yew  ttaji 
ignorant  that  there  is  another  Eden^  bti 
fideafiriendffiip?  and  infinitely  more  de 

lightfol^ 


Rghcfulyinore  cnchaming^as  much  above 
it     happincfs  m  fuperior  to  repofe.   If  I 
could  believe  it,  I  fiiould  not  be  the  hap- 
]ucr,  (incc  I  have  vowed  never  to  refign  > 
'myftii  to  ife. 

Abl  and  can  you  think  yourfelf  bound . 
by  a  vow  which  nature  tfevolts  at  ?  aflced 
Sir 'Edmonds   You  waa  wrong  in  mak* 
lag  ii^  and  wiH  be  ftill  more  culpa- 
V>\e  in  keeping  it.    I  break  it,  replied 
Malvina,  it  is  a  &bjeft  oa^  which  I  do 
aoeluiow  how  to  jeft;  and  therefore  it  is 
too  ferious  for  you.    And  do  you  ima- 
pne  I  cannot  be  ferious  ibmetimes,  ma- 
im?   You  are  certainly  the  beft  judge 
of  that,  Sir  Edmond,  replied  Malvina, 
fauling;  and  I  will  not  dilpute  it  with 

t 

If  it  is  fo)  a^ed  flie,  I  ought  to  con. 
gntttkue  Mifs  Melmor.  Mifs  Melmorl 
■Mcrrupted  He,,  aftonilhed;  why,  Mifc 

Melmor  ? 
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Melmor?  What  cftnccrn  is  it  of  hcrt?*  I 
do  not  think  that  I  need  to  inform  yw 
^  of  that.  I  fee,  xnadam^  replied  he,  gmf^ 
fyf  dial  I  hare  hccw  flaoderedilqr  .ibUfe 
one.  Slandered !  Sir  £ximQfldrr^WM 
in  fuppofing  that  you  was  very  natundty 
attraded  by  the  graces  of  a  :ofakMling 
young,  lady..  I  think  it  has  rathef  fB 
the  appeaiance  of  truth!  WithoiU  ViHt 
ing  to  derogate  from  an>i  cbanns:.lvlifi^ 
Mifs  Melmor  may  poffe&i  madanii'i^ 
muft  fay,  tbat  .if  during,  mj/t  lXifid«^ 
here,  if  (he  had  been  capable  of  -fiiM^ 
meV  I  fhould  hive  appeared  qontemptl^ 
ble  indeed,,  in  my  own  opinion.  2  im 
love  with  Mifs  Mehnor!  Ob)  Heaycwit 

my  heart  revolts  at  fucb  an  accufatiotb  « 

■  •» 

However  that  may  be,  added  Malvioti 
I  believe  you  are  the  only  one  who  doubt 
iL  I  (hould  be  very  forry  if 'Mjfa^Mel- 
ttior  believed  it,  madam;  though  iflfi* 
nitcly  more  fo,  if  I  thought  you  ifMf 

'did. 


lAttietf  ftief  Ittdautttoii  vCifch  you  Tiipf- 
.  iiiA  I  hiy^  fdr  lier?  No|-  £r;  and  I 
Uieft  I  fluNild  1101  bsve  thought  of  ii, 
tf  ttay  bodlf  htd  nM  men^ned  it. 
iftiiUr  every  body  b^'iniiduii^*— ^2  biit 
ntj  kildom  vith  thofe  whom  you  fee. 

^  -^Ib-Sii^mddod  Ihe,  it  i«pf  little  con- 
I  -IfliQBeef  4<ottly  wonder  why  you  Ihould 

dilf  ii,:<s  if  it  was  a  criioM^  iaveryn»- 

«a^faitinieA& 

Hifiii  MchnioBr  is  pretQr .  and  amiable  s 
keTichaiader  it  gay  and  live! y;*  like  your 
Ye^  inadaoH  interrupted  Sir  £d«> 
Mad,  I  know'  that  I  am  xiften  reproached 
vith  bdng  fo^  evea  to  folly  >  but^  believe 
K|  L  pofl^Bfa^a  mind  capable  ;«of  'being 
;  odierwife*    ^And  this  was  exaSly-  the 
nfinkf  thoogfa  unknown  to  ^falvina^ 
vhich  had  infenfihly  flibdued  her.  While 
Ae  thought  that  fte  had  nothing  u>;fbai^ 
IB  that  refpcQi  from  Sir  Edmond,  their 

difpoTiUQas^ 


Md  not  fmh^^ikm  \ 

jpy;,.w|ica  .Ujqf»&^^  that  (bCji 
^rcnfUx  .i^  ferjoiw}^  %ndy  from  bemg 
A^ghty  rharajftCKi        binvto  be  a  Qcihdy. 


Th^  mt  .of  tiny  erauig  £bc 
thoughtful  aod  abfwbedivud 
the  fame 

^itfuie. foif  bar.  frieod^thbii^ever  pieleiitr 
hidioftithat  poignancy  in  the  grief  Ihefeiq;; 
andtthDiigb  always  iQdulging...tbc  fiine 
EtnlimeM  a£  fnendiliify.ih«.  iii^ 
kuftif.  ;ii»t%  AJ 

Ae  ><bM^t.ttC  Sw  Maom&^  which  Jic 
moM  Ireqpently^didivthQttfh  flie  did  not 
yet  fblpfe£l.hevxOwau  heatt  d£.  fo^  great  a 
pxefereDcCtf  She  did.iiot:pef<ieive, 
when  .the.  miu$^^  IfMjiecply^ 


%j  (otTowj  it  is  more  lisdble  to  imbibe  an 
evil,  which  will  caufe  it  infinitely  more 
pain  than  what  it  has  already  expe* 
rienced.  That  at  the  very  moment  when 
it  ought  to  be  refifted,  it  ij  already  too 
htc. 

How  could  Malvina  derelope  the 
aufe  of  the  enchantment,  of  which  flie 
found  herfelf  fufceptible  ?  not  from  expe- 
ncBce,  for  fhe  had  'not  any  from  friend- 
ibip.Lady  Sheridan  no  longer  exi  Red;  and 
Mr.  Prior  could  not  replace  her.  He 
vai  not|  nor  ever  could  be,  that  fecond 
feif,  which  that  lady  had  been.  Befides^ 
m  her  fituation,  the  friendfhip  of  men 
generally  appeared  to  be  influenced  by 
interefted  motives.    They  did  not  poffcfs. 
that  delicacy  of  feeling  and  fenfibility,^ 
which  gently  forces  a  friend  to  tell  what 
(he  wifhes  to  difclofe;  which  can  pene- 
trate into  thofe  feelings,  delicacy  does, 
nat  wifh  to  acknowledge,  and;  fym-i 

palhifcj.. 


fta&figitldliiifli^t  ! 


.    Mr,  JPtteCiiiftA  Be vcr  imagined  it 

iif  tMiJiB0li4  0eir'«li»riftef» 

{lerfedly  oppofite  ;  that  the  iiiMe  be 
||cii¥OUi(ieii  to  deVelD{>e  thehny.  the  gKaee 
« |l«  fouqd  4)e  dil&milaniy.    One  w 

ono  tre^^d  yfkh  To  mooh'  frivolity^ 
the  .other  regarded  atJacred..  Sir. 
iDond  wifhed  oofy  for  pltafure:;;  MklvtlAi 
required  on\y^  zfft&ioru .  The  gratificfe^ 
tion  of.  the;-  momeat  was  ^quite  fuffickarit 
for  thevfurft;  but  a*  wholes liife  .would  htf 
(carc^ly.  enough  for  th^  ^MftaifMiyijaB^ 
didicaita  fenfibility;  pf  her  heart.:  ^IWhei* 
there  is.  ^oL  (he  kaft  co^^genMity; 
inind^  can  ihe  feel  an  attrajEiipn^  andrlMt 
one  whom  ihe  really  does  not  iindnl 
ftaud?   Thus  thought  Mr..  Ptio£ic  * 
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But  lie  was  not  fenGblct  that  if  love  is 
the  offspring  of  fympathf,  it  is  alfo  the 
cbild  of  contraft.  That  foraetimes  they 
are  united,  by  the  moft  indiflqluBfe  ties; 
vhile  thofe  who  appear  by  ipature  to  be 
fonned  for  each  other^  never  meet. 
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CHAP.  I 


THE  INTRIOUB  UNDERSTOOD. 

It  was  very  feldom  that  Sir 
Edmond  had  the  opportunity  of  being 
alone  with  Malvina;  who^  though  fhe 
did  not  feclude  herfelf  fo  much  as  ihe 
had  done,  yet  continued  to  confecrate 
part  of  each  day  to  the  education  of 
Frances;  and  whenever  fhe  went  down, 
fhe  generally  found  Mrs.  Burton  or  Mifs 
Melmor  in  the  faloon.  An  indiflPerent 
perfoD  was  fufficient  to  throw  a  reftraint 
over  her,  confequently,  the  prefcnce  of 

•^OL.  IK  JS  fuch 


•fuch  ^nterefted  obfeFven^  *fnull  ^ 
^rendered  it  difagreeablyarUbme. 
Teftlefs  ambition  of  ^Mf8. 'Button,  an 
fcrutinifing  jealouCy  tctf  Mifii  Mel 
who  was  continually  etching  the 
tions  of  Sir  Edraond,  and  malicic 
interpreting'thdfe  of  M^vina,  if  flic 
Xeated  by  chance  near^the  objed  of 
wifhes.  «One  look  from  Mrs.  Bu 
created  a 'blufli  on  the  cheek  of  MaW 
if  Sir  Edmond  feized  an  opportunit 
<:onverfing  with  her,  Mifs  Melmor  in 
diately  bent  forward  to  hear  the  repl 

As  Malvina  did  not  fay  any  thing 
(he  did  not  with  every  one  to  hear,4t 
of  little  importance  to  her  what  J 
Melmor  heard.  Malvina,  without  f 
penetrating  into  the  motive  which 
duced  her  to  wiih  to  go  down,  i 
earlier  every  day  and  retired  later.: 
never  particularly  avoided  being  «! 
with  Sir  Edmond,  yet  when  it  iiappei 
which  was  very  leldom^  ihey  -conve 
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lie  &mc  as  when  they  had  witnelTes  pre- 
fcnt;  only  we  may  fuppofe  there  might 
kivc  been  a  differenc  expredion,  and  a 
wrc  Uvely  intereft  betrayed^ 

When  alonfc  with  thofe  we  love,  the 
thoughts  may  fometimes  be  guefled,  with- 
out revealing  the  fecret.    But  the  fame 
countenance  will  endeavour  to  conceal 
^hat  expneflfion  before  a  third  pcrfon,  and 
'thtrefore,  the  prefence  of  thofe  who  have 
particular  reafons   for    remarking  the 
iflions  of  others  (in  fuch  inftances)  are 
generally  dreaded.     Sir  Edmond  was 
kowevcr  ftot  a  little  impatient,  under  the 
fcvere  reftraint  which  he  was  obliged  to 
ondcrgo  before  Mrs.  Burton,  and  the 
(eazirig  Watchfulnefs  which  he  continu- 
ally fuiFered   from   Mifs  Melmor;  his 
baughty  rpirit  being    little  accuftomed 
to  contradiction  :  it  was  at  this  time  par- 
ticularly painful,  as  it  regarded  a  woman 
whb  interefted  him,  and  the  being  com- 
pcHed  to  difguife  his  partiality  Tor  Mai- 


4  Mi^vvii^ifi* 
vina,  ^ecnne  9¥!CT^i4»fk(i^,9li^^pti 
.9,b\^i  and  he  rc)rQ)Tiitf.:;4fd/«t(l:lNi 
fel^  at  leaft^pf  t)iat;wjchffi  yl|$$ik1^ 
confcious  was  the.  s^ft  dailgiqMWk  yt  'r<t 

As  his  fote  MtcrttiQH  WM  IK 
vi6a*s  affeaioii,  in  cij^WJkO'j^^ 
soGft  efleoiM  ftejp  ^l^)b€^il«^]^li 
Mifs  Melporr  vffhmn  be-  fcriiNiJtofdhiWi 
jured,  withpvt  cpnGdiMH^ift^J^ 
leaft  concern  fpv  what  mighti  cttHfe  W 
it ;  or  from  the  anger  of  Mrs.  Biirii 
who  would  have  only  hiin  to  repr^ciM 
He  had  obrerved  that  thc|»tJfi5pn;l»«f1i 
pretended  for  Mifs  Metmpr,  inr- ibei^^ 
fence  of  Malvina,  when  Mrs^JhvHffiiij 
preieats  had  ma  had  the  tlcfired^^jil 
on  his  aunt,  and  therefore i  npWo|^|(l«li 
the  fuccefs  he  h^d  proneiffetf vhMRs^l^ 
thought  he  muft  deviie.  fo9^Wh^(|0|| 
geni»  in  order  to acconipUib  l^dV&IM 

His  behaviour  had  cauM  Miff 
nor  to^ffume  a  haughtinefa jf^d 


'H  bcr  words  and  a£lions',  which  a  perfon 
©f  Mrs.  Burton's  overbearing  difpoHiiou, 
vould   not   long   fupport;   while  fhc, 
proud  of  the  attentions  of  Sir  Edmond, 
not  dou-btAng  but  that  he  would  marry 
bcTj  followed   bis-  advice,  which  was 
never  to  acquiefce  with  Mrs,  Burton  in 
any  of  her  capricious  whims,  as  Ibc  had 
been .  accufiomed  to  do.    She  confe- 
<pieiitly  treated  bet  with  all  the  haughti- 
ntls  of  a  perfon  who  was  confident  of 
faccdk 

Mrs.  Burton  mufl  have  been  perfe£kly 
mietamorphofed,  if  flie  could  have  fub- 
mitted  .  to  this  arrogant  treatment :  Mifs 
Mclmor's  humiliation  or  removal  was 
therefore  oecefTary  to  her  exillence.  She 
did  not  particularly  fear  that  Sir  Edmond- 
would  marry   her ;    but    fhe  clearly 
perceived    that     was     expe6led,  and 
the  pride  which  this  idea  had  created, 
was  become  infupportable ;  ftie  therefore 
B  3  refolved 


6  OMNIUM 

,  V  •  ^        3f,Li    3-,  t> 
By  the  promife  otya.tniflnlife  feiii 
fbe  foon  fottiul  a  iiufliMiclii  n^h: 
thought  more.etijgibk  fiir  her^mnLi 

hadTomething  paiikiilac  la  tommkm 
tQ. .  hcck  iThh .  Kqoift  hmoiiimadia 
cooii^lkd  widi  i.  and^fiie  alMipilyiYioffli 

ia  th^  prefencc:  of  SbrfAmtm^fthm, 
defired  Mrs.  Melmor  would  immedte 
obtain  the  confent  of  her  daughter 
marriage  .ihc  ihauld  propoftr^ia&d  if 
refufed.  to  ^  oompiy,  .ihey  '  viufr  il 
of  them  inftaotly  quiti  the.  houfe.  \ 
£dmolHl»  thrnigb  he  hoped  to  ceapf 
advance  tif  his  fcbeme^  yeCi  dkt^ 
exped!thefacconiplifiiiDent  ofiitipm 
He  was^  in  xdnfequence^  fo  agreeably 
prifedal  Mrs.Burton^s  deelaratkmi^ 
he  afFeded  a.concerny  wliich  ftv  ptbtef] 
to  hide  by  covering  bis  face  .rwidi 

hi 
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^i;  hut  fecretly  to  conceal  the  joy  it  > 
occafioned. 

Ak  to  Mrs.  Melmor^  her  chiughter  had< 
alhred  her  that  (he  fhould  become  Lady^. 
fiunoR,  as  Sir  Edmond  had  promifed  to 
iBinry  her:  with  this  idea,  on  hearing 
Mrs.  Burton's  propofal,  (he  remained  as 
ifpetriSed,  VtiH  recolleaing  Sir  £d- 
was  iQ  the  room,  fhe  fixed  her 
'^kson  bim^  and  her  aftoniftment  \tx^- 
^afed  on  marking  his  filence.  Tho- 
^<>gry  difcontent  which  Mrs*  Burton  ^x* 
luffed  in- her- countenance,  united  with' 
^menace  fhe  hadjuft  uttered,  feemed 
to  have  annihilated  tlie  fmall  portion  of' 
Jtofe  with  which  nature  had  endowed  her^ 
'About  offering  a  reply,  as  her  tongue 
^ared  chained  by  fear. 

Her  friend  was  fo  little  accuftomed 
tofind  her  hefitate  whenever  ftc  fpoke  to 
her,  that  fhe  repeated  her  commands  with 
more  fcvcrity.    When  Mrs.  Mclmof  en. 

^  4  dcavoured 


8  MALVINA. 

deavoured  to  anfwer,  and  ftammeririgly 
faid,  I  thought  my  dear  Mrs,  Burtdni 
that  is  I  fuppofed,  in  reality,  I  had  ima- 
giixed,  that  you  had  defiined  my  daughlei 
for  Sir  Edmond.  '    .  '  . 

How  Mifs  Melmor  could  have  tiM 
ridiculous  vanity  to  fuch  a  pretetifionV 
replied  Mrs.  Burton,  difdainfully,  is  wkal 
I-aro  raally  at  a  lofs.  toconceivo  but  it 
is  ftill  more  Grange,  that  (he  fliould  .  hftvc 
fucc.eed^d  in  making  you  a  partnet^>0 
her  folly — Sir  Edmond  is  1iere,  and  if  il 
had  been  any  thing  more  than  an  idle 
fancy  of  her  own,  he  would  explain  hind" 
felf;  it  was  for  that  reafon  that  I  h^irC 
fpoken  to.  you  when  he  was  prefent :  bl|f^ 
I  think  I  may  venture  to  aiTure  you,  th«(^ 
he  will  never  renounce  the  advamageoo* 
union  which  awaits  him,  for  the  caprice 
of  a  day :  for  if  he  Ihould,  neither  hin- 
felf  or  youi  daughter  will  have  any  thiogi 
ip  expe£l  from  me* 

On 
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On  any  other  occaPion,  Sir  Edmond 
would  have  revolted  at  fuch  a  threat, 
bat  the  advantage  which  he  (hould  gain 
by  pretending  to  acquiefce  in  the  views 
of  Mrs.  Burton,  coincided  but  too  well 
with  bis  iecret  wifhes;  he  therefore 
formally  renounced  all  pretention  to  the 
km  of  Mifs  Melmor.  Why  then  did 
yoa  tell  ray  daughter  that  you  would 
her  ?  faid  Mrs  Melmor,  in  a  padion 
— vhydefire  her  to  vilit  in  your  own 
'Pvtfflent — was  it  to  abandon  her  after 
^ving  feduced  her  ? 

-Sir Edmond  was  confounded  on  find- 
ing Mrs^.  Melmor  acquainted  with  all  the 
^'r;  and  thus  expoting  her  daughter's 
fiuune  fo  publicly.    Mrs.  Burton  imme- 
di^tely  demanded,  with  much  indignatiooi 
what  was  meant  by  fuch  an  accufation, 
and  if  it  was  really  pofiible  he  could 
have  the  audacity  to  prophane  herhoufe 
in  fuch  a  manner;  and  render  it  an  afy- 
lum  for  hjs  intrigues  ? 

B  {  No, 


No,  noy  replied  Mriw  illclf^^ 
daughter.  hM:  not  any;tbrag  9s^s^pnb»fk 
her felf  wiib,  that  I  .^w^meoiik  Mi  Am 

Sir  £4iPoiid  for  Wiiig  pntind  hot/.  (H 
his  apartment,  thati/iicy.jnitf^ 
together  on  the  il8e|MDttiieMMfQtfilM 
tparrii^e,  before  bo  bl4;:obtituteA>|«iN| 
penniffion  to>  marcy:  :^fik^  ^  fm 
think  I  alfo.  have  resAihl^td  Uaorib 
faid  Mrs.  Burton.  You;  are .  coitv Wibidi 
that  your  daughter  has  .had  the  impa^ 
dence  to  vifit  Sir  Edmond  atooe;|  and 
yet  do  not  believe  Ihe  is   loft,  dia^ 
honored,  and  unworthy  to  bseathe::tBo 
fame  air  with  me  ?^  elevating  her. 
at  every  word  ihe  uttered..  Ahlgpafii^ 
God,  my  dear  friend,  iaid.MM).MchBO||||) 
trembling ;  I  afiiuoe  yoo  ihat  yx»a  t^ra|%t 
me,  indeed  you  do.   Yet.  penDit.aeiJ#| 
fay,  that  if  every  peribou  was  /xuhieift  Hf^ 
being  in  the  roMoi. alone,  with;  a^^nilatjl 
man,  I.  do  not  know  wha^  wcare  t»  diiidn 
of  Madame  de  Sorcy*  .:      .  \  mifl 

M 


violeBdy  agitated,  that  it  prerented  hisa; 
fim  ^peaking :  ivbea  Mrs.  Burton  faid, 
ii4iqdidifelM»1iw«««M«0'Heat«ii  f 
•iflaBiy^iMM^  «Mfiht<paffed!  thors'it' 
hiiHitoiihil  llMimi^f  ^onfln»  ona  of  my. 
"Wmiliiiaiyj-iitiUfc  niy'  Qye^.  fl»  i^iM- 
lM»lb«li«Bxila»br«itlimii^  No,. 

>Mlj^«b«»ft>fllMlt,  SWMNMlt'lMllWO  it>|i- 

ftJuaik lAwlatyi-affeitt  returncMl  Mt«v'. 

tli%iMadaiQa<d»-8t>rcy  isitvthe' 
^<iilg>lhji  -i  but  it' i*  tferfeia  tlM*  every: 
Mniii^Mr.  Aribii. goes'  ufPto^liar  roe'm,-. 
*lMs''iiBHay;i  at^teaft  tvO' heUrs?  and' 
ttyiyi^ttu  to  be  vcry-egreeelHtf  to-each  • 
idMr«  He  is  not  fo  haughty  when  with 
W^'lBftiptpefiB-  the  gemteneft"  which  is 
Itiimfpilwua  in^  taeN  bebaviou*^  wi41" 
•MiiFlribrilvftf'  ft««a%'  We  knowthere-- 
himUim^  tm»tt»p-  wl^MHi  water^j  and'  1  " 
iMfilloti'ba^flhcpfiredi  if  itfei^-  (ine> 
tiMHW»> hadi  alienated'  thc-heaft>  of^Sit- 
|iiyil>  ftbtt<.ny.4aughteft""Bttt  Uea< 
l»l»juf^andr  r  hopp^  K  *ikall  Klrc^  km^ 
Is'fa  ^  5  enough 
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enough  to.  fee  her  ufed  ui  the.  ftne  musf 
ner*  "  :  ' 

Mrs.  Burton  continned  filent  -Tome 
moments,  then  lighing  deeply^  flic  ex- 
claimedy  it  is  really  a  truth  then^  that  a 
virtuoM  example  has  not  any  infllicnMs 
I  had  imagined  that  in  my  prefence,  vice 
and  indecency  would  hare  blulhcd.;  and 
that  I  fliould  have  infpired  'thc  love  ol 
wifdom  and  morality.  But  I  obfenrc 
with  forrow,  that  there  is  no  defenci 
againft  general  corruption ;  and  tha 
there  is  not  any,  unlefs  I  fpeak  for  my 
felf,  that  I  can  believe  is  really  virtuous. 

Sir  £dmond,  who  cared  very  little  for 
Mrs.  Burton's  perfe6iion,  had  wailed 
with  the  utmoft  impatience  for  the  con- 
clufion  of  her  fpeech^  to  enquire  of  Mis* 
Melmor,  what  was  the  motive  of  Mn 
Prior*s  vifits  every  day  to  Madame  dc 
Sorcy's  apartment?  He  pretends^  Ax 
replied,  that  it  i^  to  give  her  fome  leflbM] 

is 


l^bfid  te  flijr  ptrt^  I  do 

^lobiMw.vhat  pftflbt  between  thei»t  I 
m^gDodjBV|ffi^f«dd  God  prefience  vat 
ftiEM^peildqgeUiWl^iqr  one*  So  fit  ap^ 
>fW|trpljiiri  SiiBdiiidiid^wkli  eghaiiMi ; 
>iAifut«u:ifa^^7fta'Wduld  iiotfoim  ftich 
inMAcd  alOtivet;  iuitie  ideied  totittecb 
te|t{«feiti<m.  o£i  'Madtike^  4c  Sorcy* 

4|bipmc^  h  W  hiftart  was!ioni:  irith  jealous 
^^  farit  ii  the:  misforttiDe  of  thofe  menf 
1|hefk|tre  been  moft  conyerfiuit  with  the 
nitaiand  deprived  ,pari  of  the  fex»  ta 
Wfttht:  Icftft  reliance,  oa  their  virtue.^ 

fiuf,  though  he  coutd  not  prevent  Hinr* 
ka^m  being  uneafy  at  MalviliA's  inti- 
•Mgr' '  with  Mr.  Prior*  yeif  -  the  idea-  diat  - 
0f:0lk€)i  &Qtild  have  the  kaft  doubtlof . 
h^^rwHi'«ifttpporuUe  fto  .  hsoB;)  !Mrs;» 
%Htpn  wat  akbniflifed  at-^  the  vehe^;;: 
Mpco  with  which  he  expreffeid.  hhnieif 
eMdie  oocafion-}  And  faid|  JL  dift  not  know* 
.tMwQndj  why  yott  (boiild  fpcftk  fo  highly  i 


1^  lAMivnmi. 
ofriiatois  4te;  Sdr<9fjxiwiflaBt'rAllM 

Brioi^flr  fttofljoiy  Mndersjlleir  MUthi  pioa 
e«u  fiibbu  tlutfv  Mi^  AAcUiQKii  syMy 

againft:  her  y  and  L>  tnMiltM^emmui  im 
fonB'  bor^  .timi«I  ^dfiiik;  f6i:  M  iM^pm 

Mrs.  Ntotnor,  l.fttiH^  fttafti^dli^  iigHidrii 
bwefor  you^andthe  tong-firfMitftrlpJv^^ 
bM' united  nov«r  divulgtf  tfais-  fliamN 
falitffhiF  ;  but  flie  maft^oft  tbisconditiMi 
cenfimt  to  obey  mo-  witbout  hefiiMiMy 
or  ihe  wHti  have  ta. repent  aU'ihe^  diyt' 
o£  her  life. 

Mrsi^  Melteor  afl\ited>1ierlHend<1ft  tiM 
mofr  fobmiffiver  mvuierof  ber  daugbl0fll< 
perfe&.obedieocei .  And';  Sir*SdiMfl# 
fearfal  {m^  with  teafon);  ofirMiftvMAH 
noirf  Teprdacbe«>  whenever  be«  ttiet«»IIM# 
dk«Hmiiied;)i  t»c  feave  thet  enftl*^ 
fm-M-poffibtes  and  immediate ^MliP 


gM«Mi!b<td»fideVk<tPOttWabfeM  him* 

4 ;.  t  > .  .  <       ■■  *-  •- 
'^ladled>«  Milk  «iitt->ait'>«nfreflfeii^ 
<<jliiiM<i1fty*;  tm- Aict  vMv-flKicjoi«ed^ 

JMNMdildv-  Tt-^vHW-tbtrefdM-agMied  be« 
MN»i|liMit  •Aat'irati       «luiig;<Ktf  •tlw 
^«[iMHlld)tnmf]^ra' to  l^fs  M^lfBoiv- 

ittfi./  jperienccd 


perieitped  ia  ifcc  >«t)ft>Mi||<rf,  MMi 
not  thutM  kad  M  jiicii  oC>«ny  ddiiii| 

depnvaiiont  whkh  fii^qwdiltAi^tj 
him  of  his  right.  He  wifii^;||»jN 
fole  objeft  of  her  thoughu,  ud  thai 
he«t  Cbottld  atone  M  :£pt  JwM^ 
would  have' been  j^Qw;  of  /JtMi)E>Si 
dan,  had  ihebeen  iiviogt  ^-He/VOiAdJ 
f^priQc^fl  I^iff  Ufe  to  b^ve  pADCtrated  i 
yioa'f  private  fentiii^ats<--rNeverUM 
from  ap-  inherent  pri^cnyiHrhieh  :wai 
creafed  by  thp'cppqueft  of  fO'maOy 
inpni  fpr  themo^^ii^beiiMff  in  doul 
the  affedion  of  a  woman^.he'difdauNC 
ftoop  for  it,  or  acknowledge  an  att 
m^ty  iAMthoBt.b9.1ica».4oiif<Mi^ 
being  r^Giproi;^:^hi>^evbr  jcia^ 
tormenti^)uin»  U  wpqld  n^tcr  jfmac  hk 
coQipla}pi  and  if  it  foiqixetisies  pttictec 
bofom,  it  was-  inyotttnitaiey^--ragainft 
indinaqwi.  »nd  only  in  jt^ot^  wm 
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whrn  nature  proved  more  powerful  than 

Tanity, 

Certainly  the  fentiments  which  Mal« 
vina  infpired,  bore  not  the  lead  refem« 
Uince  to  any  thing  he  had  ever  experien- 
ced; but  all  powerful  as  ^'t  Was,  he  would 
ncferhave  made  the  flighted  confcflion 
ofhitftffe8ion,  if  he  had  not  read  in  her 
^es,  that  what  he  uttered  did  not  offend 
He  therefore  waited,  though  im* 
patiently^  for  the.  moment  which  might 
e'dcidate  this ;  when  Mrs.  Meimor  put  a 
ftop  to  this  overflow  of  tendernefs,  and 
1^  determined  not  to  open  his  heart, 
was  convinced  if  her  accufatioh 
any  foundation.    And  if  he  found 
it  confirmed,  that  any  other  could  for  a 
otonent  leave  a  doubt  of  preference  in. 
tlie  heart  of  Malvipa ;  he  refolved  ta 
forget  her. 


CHAP. 


Xn*  ibe  evening,  a»  tb 
ali'fiuing  at  the.  iea^  table,  Mrs. 
occupied  by:  the*  pleafure-  of  h 
MtftMelmor,  by  tke  marriage  fh( 
edi:  at^5  the  ifime^  timoe  fiie  wa^ 
uoeafy  on  Malvina'a  account^  ; 
bious  in  what  manoer  to  aft  witfc 
to  her.  MrSr  Melmor  was  endra 
to  recoiled  fometbing  that  migli 
ter.   mone.   than    dwelling  < 


mfpt^iiiik.MMUu4'M  ike  1km  ^ 
^•^^M  «><  btt  ia  de4|i^:|«Miooi' 


1  <Miiie)r.p«eccl/  a*  he  told  «>iM|i#fpa)p«f  ufi 
[  K^iHiia,  ^hiok'  |itt  ^ira*ipfd«iiidiif|{:  coi 
*^i«tbMigh  ecitinlf  aihfoclMsd  hf-  bitf 
*ftG^pi  for  Mttlvhiii, :  y«»-:«ilMpp^-«|> 
<ki^«C>lo«irki9i  hciMS«ifAitk^  tear  'ofi 
■otpoffeffing  her  heart.  On<ih^cl|^pofite-. 
Jikof  the  table,  was  feated  Malvina,  by. 
^  Ifcll*}  fpU  fliewiag  -horTifdtM  prints, 
Wi»cxpl«iaing  the  diflhrcttt  (blfeftk  tO'. 
l|Ui44ir»ftl«lteot<^at  tvikhiiMi«i>'  negHii 
IMMbdUbg  <k¥eT  FtaAtitels  fliottldite  irtf 

Mbtd  ilk  i«fleaioM'{{  >  . 


maUFfl  being t^iife  y tf ungoft,  dfcw. 
l#A»<>llili}«  io^lcnkt^  the- 'When, 


t*tM»  thoa|^tfm|iMid  mehui^ 
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fhc  ha4  ^Qerjed  it  roundy  NfalviJia 
holding  thQ.  cup  in  ber  hand,  Mrs*  Bur* 
tpn.  addre^i^  Sir  JBdinondi  fj^  jmA^ 
not  mean  to  go  'ti)!  after  .  br^(|(k«:|||l 
morrow^I  fuppofe?  He  bowed.  Wbcf^ 
are  you  going  tbepr  alkM  MiA  Ali^^ 
with  quicknp&P!   $ptnie.  ^^!T''P^^>^4^!^f^ 
bufinefs  requircji  gy  jrttcn^iancS^  iyiKiirfii 
burgh.    Qbf  mama^  you  ha^e.-ibriMt 
mfik  cntd^liulcFiancesr  wtb  lem.  ImJp* 
^efl>  i|o4  ftaJtiBg  ,tbe  te».  JroiQ  hnf  IM  , 

t$ii  oa  ihe;f!bild^  .       v.  :  ^  iii^IJoq  JO#fc^ 

/Will  you  make  a  long  day. tliei<i 
quired  Mifi  Meiipor  ?  with  vifible. 
tioB.;  Yt^h  repljied  Si& .  £dinpivl^ifi|(i|||^ 
hi|  eyes-  on  jyi^vinay  I  Am  fi^t  ceiliil|| ' 
wbetbcr.I  fi|S||l»m^^  togMttf' 
England^    Ob  heiurin^  this,^.:  Malijiyk.i 
turned  palfei  and  ihe  felt  her  heart  flMk  j 
t€r«   Sir  fidmoiid  had  marj^csd.idliAcfe  j 
emotions,  he  wen(  jtfO  her  un4te  RmoMlr  | 
taking  her  (up,^  and  coaqhjpg  J 


1 


hand,  he  felt  it  cold  and  moid.  Such 
t (udden  and  lively  fenfation  in  an  rnftant, 
TCmoved  all  his  doubts,  tit  was  per- 
fcdiy  convinced  that  he  was  hetoved — 
lie  feated  himretf' by  her,  and  was  fiii- 
cerely  grateful  in  poflefling  the  affe6tions 
of  fe  lovely  a  woman. 

Malvina,  who  was  overpowered  by  the 
^ft  melancholy   fenfationrs,  continued 
iilent,  and  did  not  even  imagine  that  flic 
^as  obferved.    The  idea  of  his  depar« 
^ure,  which  flie  had  never  heard  mention- 
^>  gave  her  a  fudden*  fliock,  which 
>waketied  a  thoufand  painful  ideas,  and 
which  as  they  fucceeded  each  with  rapi- 
dity, file  was  fearful  of  inveftigating,  ^nd 
wiflied  to  •  remain-  in  doubt ;  but  flie 
Could  no  longer  conceal  it  from  herfelf. 
The  more  wretched  her  heart  felt,  the 
ftronger  was  her  convi£lion.    It  is  when 
the  mind  is  overibadowed  by  forrow, 
that  certain  truths,  like  a  flafti  of  light- 
ning, darts  from  tbe  darknefs,  and  throws 

a  gleam 


,1lj|lil^||ke  this  fla(hy  ftrik^l  coniriftion 
the  hea^.  Oh  \  fatal  light — impdrdonall 

veakntfs— Oh !  my  dear  Frances*,  Su 
.W/Cr^  the  jMii^l ,  fpoiUfti^Qus  expiefli 

felt  the  fatal  preraMMMOt  s^MMiW 

peating  the  laft,  flie  eagerly  pre  {Ted  Fran- 
cis s  to  her  bo  Tom,  as  if  to  prevent  tti^  in- 
ifttlion  ofany.otibex  knumcnt,.  ,  ,    r .  < 

cattTe  uf  thisMft  ad  ion ;  which  iet'rcfl  to 
kt^eafe  his'  aifeQion,  as  ic  made  him 

i  ftriejA^  I  ithfe:«Qit(^e<Ml9M}  IcmfiM^piA 


RU  .<iiw»tefe4  M  ribe  boAm^flindLllajr  dor- 
fmt^'tSi  ibU  crkncfil  iriBttwtit.liiifiMMA 
H  aliat  f«iflieffMlvdi«tf<lrhidrk)mK 

dicf  rgbki  ii^rflen«dib|r';«riiBt«, 

:  ■    '  . 

Hum,  «luk]ilalv{iiM»«lniia4  Staged 
fb  great  a  fpace,  Mift  MefaBorifaad  Mmain- 
edimlDOvtiable  iMltlialUiiifliiMeiit^  Hear- 
ing Sk^Sdflaood',»««^  1V»  England,  iflie 
at  )aA  -CKda^aed,  ^hat  '«aii  %e  the  bufi- 
4vlHch  cal4«  you  <fe  uncx^eBedly  to 
lb  gicst<«dtt«Kef  ;  .iSir.]£dinQnd  i»  not 
aocoMlaWft/tOijtott  fof  ki|-%£UK)nty  Kitty, 
ilttd  lifi«..B«floiH  inpenoufly-f-vhy  anil 
jflwaytiiibliB^d.lio  Kpntbaad  you  for  the 
To^enafii  '^f. ;  yimfqu^uowi  >  Whatever 
««y  beihcMiVea'wihidihiiw  detetarioed 
«e»  nlfiSifiASa  £d«o*d^«b  tUi  journey, 
tliqr  o«fbt  <tb  ':)be .  Vtiy .  pqwerfnl,  ^ce 
fonce  .iiM  to  leave  thhi  place  and 
<be  xta§i.  «Mi«hk  £ddety»  vhioh  would 
jtt  an  -fjyir-'rf**  foriny  ftay }  and  alfo 
»  to 


to  maikift  mtt^ilh  t  I^dck'i^ 
JCdmond,;  haftUy  !idMmipted  Mh^  ^ 
tori  (w1>o\feared  thiti  bM|i  Mft|vfii*« 
Mift.Mdmor  niighiJMChipfiihiei 
thcicompliineht^i:  To'  prevent  yiM^ 
dwelling  on  what  wci^fiiall  mokb^lf^ 
at  partings  would  it  not  be 
amufe  ourfelvet  with  a  fhtle^imlfitf#^'^\fi 
.        ;    "        ■  '  ^^i^aji 

Moft  wiltirigly,  replifed  Sir 
with  eageniefs,  in  .  the  hope  that  in  % 
from  the  faloon  to  the  niu(ic-ro^fli|  % 
might  find  an  opportunity  of  Cptmltit^flU 
Malvina.  You  mud  not  depilifd^fM^ 
.  ringing,  faid  Mif^  Melmor,  with  vexaM| 
for  i  am  not  at  all  difpofed.  VMm 
difpehfe  with  that,  replied  Mrs.  9Mi|| 
in  the  fame'titon^.  Mrs.  Kfclnof^fA^ 
fawnhat  her  friend  was  difplealbd^^  MM 
a  motion  w  her  daughtier,  to  nioCMlH 
there,  was  a*  particular  reaifon  For  ihi|4|| 
haviour;  liut  that  flie  Deed'«oi 
bepfelf  uneafy,  as  ihe  would  f6Q»WllK 
formed  of  it.   Dear  aunt^  (iud^SiV'^ 
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mond,  will  you  be  fo  good  as  to  let  us 
have  that  new  fcleflion  of  French  fongs 
vhich  you  received  this  morning  ? — See- 
ing that  flic  hefitated,  he  added,  in  a 
vhifper,  becaufe  if  they  are  pretty,  I 
Dull  intreat  you  will  permit  me  to  prefent 
them  to  Lady  Mary,    Mrs.  Burton  went 
^  bmediately  to  fetch  them.  For  ever  this 
deteftable  French,   faid  Mifs  Melmor, 
rifingfrom  her  feat  with  ill  humour.  Sir 
£dmond  approached  her,  and  looking 
tenderly  at  her,  as  they  were  at  a  diftancc 
from  the  reft  of  the  company,  faid,  in  a 
manner  which  could  only  be  underftood 
bj  hereof  what  confequence  is  all  this 
U)you;  cannot  you  remain  here  alone? 
I  lhall  foon  return.   Mifs  Melmor  im- 
igiKd  (he  underftood  his  meaning,  and, 
re-feating  herfelf,  declared  (he  would  not 
|o  witb  the  others.  Mrs.  Melmor  thought 
by  following  her  example,  to  fatisfy  her 
daughter's  curiofity,  faying,  (he  did  not 
fancy  muGc.    Sir  Edmond  was  delighted 
to  get  quit  of  both  of  them;  and  taking 
VOL.  II.  c  Malvina'a 


s6  •uHivivA, 

MsQiriRa's  filtinee  for  c6far<fnty  lie']^ 
tciittdhh  hand'tb  lead  bcr  'Cdi  IficihrfMNs 
mam,  but  beiAg  not  fbe  Iebft"ililj^ifftel 
to  fing,  tfnd  Tdmkins  jiaft  <lifehi«tfei1^ 
■to  take  rhmces  t6  bed,  Ke-'^oft  'W^.^ 
follow  the  cbild.  Sir  £diin<iiMf ^{Wrm- 
Itigber  iiftentibn,  c^^^'^dlMd  M^dMffli 
hi^ylhe  had  nofodner  fto^  ii^ikMPA^ 
felt  a  tremor  atl  ^er  %er,'  ai(d''4^lMjld 

moni's  attn>to  fuftain  herfelf.  I^e  'HfHitt- 
<r  ''"rly  guefled  the  caure  of  thi^^gltaifittlit; 
determined  nfot  to  give  Her  titiie^to  "ien^ 
jhfM,  «hd  Uk}ng'8dTsilitage'of'Mei''Hraiii& 
tiefs)  lead  her  tb/A8^tAufid:f 011^3;  '■f^ 
ces,  on  fihdirig  Kiir  hifbtKeiF'^d'^otifBlldt. 
her,  as  (he  thdtrght''lhe  ^duit^  tb^tikvli; 
^one j  *  begin  lo '  -ery  frilih  'ktie  dilb^ 
ia^ik.  MaiVirlaIhila'titly>(tihtiid'M^ 
ib  her  hnVeatier,  When  SirkMBhii 
iilg  to  Mr;  P^iorj'^fFhb  Wa^foRMff^^t^l^  j 
faid,  as  he  gav«i  him:'a()ii^r»'ftr'#N£| 
meats,  dcir  lir;'  wiH  'you-  <«tfaeiiMtai^| 
to  i^pcftTe  ithift'  dear ^ 'IBM 


!weetiDeais,  as  I  am  pofitive  yoxi  will 
[ucceed  belt,  for  Frances  loves  you  teiv- 
ierly,  and, you  are  the  only  perfon  here 
i4io  can  confole  her  in  the  abfence  of  her 
mother. 

Mr.  Prior  was  flattered  by  a  compli- 
nent  which  he  thought  might  render  him 
more  agreeable  to  Malvina,  immediately 
vent  back,  and  taking  Frances  in  his 
arms,  carried  her  up  ftairs.    By  this^;;.;^* 
tagcro.  Sir  Edmond  was  alone  wih  IvAdl- 
vina  in  the  mufic-room.    He  prevailed 
W  her  to  place  herfelf  at  the  piano,  which 
ihe  did  mechanically ;  but,  from  the  con- 
fafion  of  her  thoughts,  flie  could  not 
diftnguifli  a  note.    Sir  Edmond  opened 
tiie  part  of  Armida,  which  is  the  duet  at 
i^e  conclufion;  and  fixing  his  eyes  on 
Aer,  he  Tung  this  air  in  the  moil  plaintive 
!.ad  tender  manner.    Armida,  I  am  going 
to  leave  you".  Thcfe  words,  which  were 
fo  applicable,  and  the  tone  in  which  they 
were  expreffed^.fo  greatly  augmented  her 
c  2  agitatioui 
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agitation,  that  all  her  effbru  were  vain 
and  her  tears  betrayed  nvhat  Ihe  attemptei 
to  conceal.  Sir  Edmond,  on  obrerrin 
this,  feized  her  hand,  and  prefled  it  t 
his  lips  with  ardor,  exclaiming  as  he  hel< 
it,  ab!  is  it  really  true  ?  can  it  be  poffibl 
that  iny  departure  is  not  indifferent  to  th 
mod  charming,  the  mod  adorable  0 
vomen  ? — Ah !  what  a  fevere  punilhnieii 
fhould  I  have  confidered  it,  had  I  Id 
this  place  without  having  dared  to  exptel 
all  which  you  have  infpired.  I  have  bee 
a  prey  to  the  infinuations  of  others;  ahi 
poflefling  a  charaQer  naturally  ardent atti 
impetuous,  it  occaHons  inconfiRenCei 
which  originate  from  the  anxiety  of  i 
paffionate  heart,  who  only  wifhed  *^  b 
convinced  if  its  afieciion  was  returnqdr- 
Ah{  was  I  not  alfo  to  leave  you  with  a 
amiable,  virtuous,  and  worthy  man,  €a 
pable  of  appreciating  all  your  merits^  at 
who  is  permitted  to  vifit  you  every  At 
alone.  At  thcfe  words,  Malvina  looke 
r  Edmond  with  aftonifhment,  an 

the 
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then  faid)  have  I  done  wrong  in  admitting 
Mr.  Prior's  vifits  ?  You  cannot  do  wrongs 
he  replied,  with  vivaoty;  but  you  can 
give  me  infinite  a£Qd£tion.  Ah!  exclaim^ 
cd  file,  fpontaneouQy  from  her  heart,  I 
do  not  wi(h  to  affli£b  you.  Sir  Edmonds 
delighted  at  rhe  exprefltons  which  had 
cfcaped  her,  was  j-uft  going  to  anfwer, 
when  the  entrance  of  Mr.  Prior  prevented 

Malvina  was  fo  little  accuftomed  to 
difguik  her  emotions,  that  had  fhe  at* 
tempted  it,  (he  would  not  have  Qicceededy 
at  lead  not  from  the  penetrating  looks  of 
Mr.  Prior.  But  Sir  Edmond  was  fo  well 
verfed  in  deceit  of  this  nature,  that  it  was 
become  habitual ;  he  therefore  imme- 
diately  changed  the  convcrfation,  with-  fo 
much  eafe  and  gaiety,  that  the  mod  fcruti- 
nizing  obferver  would  never  have  difco- 
vered  that  the  moment  before  he  had  been 
affe£led.  Malvina  made  no  reply  to  all 
the  diCaj^reeable  nothings  which  he  ut- 
c  3  tcred; 
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tered ;  but  kept  turning  over  .the  lea 
Qf  tkt  mufic  book,  and  appeared  to 
looking  for  a  fong,  without  knowing  w 
(he  did.  Mr,  Prior  feated  himfelf  op 
fite  to  her,  and  looking  fteadily  at  i 
be  immediately  aCked  what  bad  been 
iyiatter--^¥hy  do  you  look  fo  pale  h  1 
queftion  occafioned  a  blufh.  She  .1 
bctd  -To  lately  developed  her  own  feelir 
was  rcarful  that  every  one  elfe  would 
netraie  them;  and  bccaufe  (he  was  exi 
lively  abforbed  by  one  objeft,  and  « 
gincd  the  thoughts  of  every  other  1 
direfted  to  the  fame  fubjcft;  and 
fuppofed  it  impoffible  but  that  they  n 
read  in  her  eyes  what  fhe  fo  poignac 
ft  It  in  her  heart. 

Mr.  Prior  having  waited  in  vain  fo: 
reply,  fancied  Mai vina  had  not  heard  h 
and  enquired  a  fecond  time  with  gres 
carncftncfs,  why  flic  was  fo  changed,  i 
what  had  occafioncd  it?  Malvina,  t 
qucftioned,  hallily  anfwcred  thai  fhe 

pcife< 
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peTre6iIy  well^  find  juft  as  ufual:  but  as 
&c  pronounced  thefe  words,  a  bhifl^i  of 
the  deepeft  fhade  dyed  her  'countenance^ 
(or  flie  bad  uttered  an  untruth  ;  Ihe  told 
it  Mr.  Prior  who  (he  regarded  as  a  friend ; 
and  Sir  Edmond,  whom  Ihe  could  not 
iective  by  fu^h  anfwer,  flic  included  in 

-  M  this  ipftant,  Mrs.  Burton  returned, 
MMalvina  appeared  in  hade  to  begin 
thcfqngi;  but  each  perfon  was  abforbed 
fcyihcir peculiar  ideas;  every  one  fcemed 
?|:jCrojji  purpofes,  and  fung  without  at- 
tention, while  the  reft  liftcncd  without 
picafurc.    They  were  on  the  point  of 
concluding,  when  Mrs.  Burton,  in  turii- 
over  the  fongs,  and  yawning  at  the 
&uie  time,  faid,  I  have  found  one,  which 
vas  written  by  a  woman.    Mr.  Prior  tak- 
ing it,  told  Malvina  fhe  could  not  con- 
elude  without  playing  it,  in  compliment 
to  her  countrywoman.  Sir  Edmond  fmilcd 
?Pprobaiion,  and  placing  the  fong  before 
c  4  her, 
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her,  (he  begahttt  as  fhe  would  not  dett 
him.  The  words  were  very  triflingt  ye 
(hey  made  fuch  an  impreffion  onMtYvini 
(hat  her  voice  could  fcarcely'be  heari 
Come,  faid  Mrs.  Burton,  I  think  yotrlia 
better  leave  off,  as  I  bbferve  jou  irf.£M 
in  a  humour  rof  mufic  thil  evtniD|fy'A^ 
never  heard  you  ling  fo  ill.  A  Tc%)^  nil 
Sir  Edmond  informed  Malyina  that'^ 
thought  very  differently,  aiiid  *^fii»of4*l 
Torward  as  if  to  read  the  fong,  hc^fiudf'^fl 
a  low  voice,  which  no  one 
Malvina,  your  Tinging  this  eveiitng  wii 
delightful,  as  it  gave  the  protnifif  of  fa 
premc  felicity,  I  was  going  to  Veave  yfll 
^vilhcut  hope;  but  one  word,  one  look 
can  raife  me  to  ecftacy.  Malvina*t  eye 
were  inftantly  caft  down,  as  fhe  was  tdri 
fcious  a  look  would  have  been  an  aiifwei 
btit  fhe  was  ignorant  that  her  {ilence  wai 
equally  fo— and  Sir  Edmond  conftmed  i 
as  fuch.  On  leaving  the  faloon,  MalriM 
overcome  by  the  fenfations  Ihc  felt,  beg 
ged  her  coufin's  pcrmiflion  to  retira 

whici 
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rhich  was  iqftanily  granted.  Ah  1  why 
rill  you  leave  us?  demanded  Sir  Edmond, 
mh  vivacity.  But,  if  you  {hould  nqt 
me  down  to  breakfaft,  will  you  permit 
me  to  pay  my  rerpe£ls  to  you  in  your 
quitment?  Malvina  defired  he  would 
BOt  give  bimfelf  that  trouble,  as  (hp  cei?- 
tii^  ^uld  go  down  in  the  morning.-^ 
S^.wvnt  up  to  her  room,  and  walking 
bdtily  backward  and  forward,  Ihe  trem- 
b^d  at  the  idea  of  inveftigating  her  heart; 

Ardie  tumult  which  her  agitation  pc- 
cafioied|  fhe  uttered  this  foliloquy 

Happinefs  is  departing  from  me — Why 
tm  I  fo  agitated  ?  I  tremble,  and  cannot 
CQoncft  my  ideas — Why  have  I  beheld  a 
being  who  has  fuch  a  fudden  power  over 
ttc? — Why  is  he  the  caufe  of  fuch  poig- 
Bant  fenfations  ? — Do  I  love  ?  no,  no ;  I 
dunk  I  do  not,  I  am  fure  of  it ;  for  do  I 
Hot  rather  wifh  to  avoid,  than  to  fee  him?^ 
Depart,  oh!  depart,  Edmond,  and  deli* 
▼er  me  from  thy  fight — I  have  beheld  you 
c  5  too 


'tfelfttg.   Then  paiifilf^ySIelt 

htt^a  n^c  evfeVy  tndmebt'?  perha 
mmifr^  yoke  of  ^fift%a  tct 
iSfcr  •  icieas ;  and  throwing  hcrfcff  W 

of  the  bed,  Ibe  exclaimed^  ah!  i 
l  l(cA,|i|CimiM  to  <6rirecraitp,my 
ftis'^chnd  ?— Did  mt  my  hclcv^ 

her  death  bed,  'tecfive  Iny^ti 
^itiinks,  that  from  the  t^iiU 
flic  "looks  down  upon  m6;  ^bo4! 
Ib^^know  mc  in  my  prefent  pti 
guardSfan  angj^l^  lau 
fyjrit)  behold  my  tears^  and  have 
6a  me — Shield  me  -fropi  this  wMki 
ifthl  it  is  certainly  for  my  irepole 
tbis  dangerous,  being  is  going  to  leav 
l*jS^ncy  i  bear  thy  fMreet  voice,  % 

r*  urns  me  not  to  tee  him  any  mprc^ 
iifd  obey.  it.  She  thr^w  heri^lt  \ 
jhe.  be^  hiid  in  filent'^'refledion^  ^  er 
Voured  to  overcome  her  TorrowV 

iio-'.f;:  i  '     :.  -  y?.^- 
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^CHAP.  III. 


IffltAtXOMS^    CONFIDEMCB,   AND  EXFLA* 
^  NATIONS. 

The  next  morning  Ihc 
'cuit^ed  her  refolution,  and  did  not  go 
ioyffi:  alfo  to  avoid  Sir  f^dmond^s  vifit, 
.flic  Icat  to  inform  them  (he  was  indis- 
Ppfcd.  He  deferred  his  departure  in 
.  vain  for  fomc  hours,  in  the  hope  of  feeing, 
.^r;  but  as  (he  did  not  appear,  he  found 
He  mijl  refolv.e  to  quit  the  houfe  without 
?g?in  be^iolding  her,  who  was  become 
4e  arbiter  of  liis  deftiny.  This  refolvc 
*;?s  not  executed  without  pain,  and  he 
.  c6  was 
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was  alfo  hurt  that  Malvina  had  not  ] 
formed  her  promife;  and  ftill  more 
that  (he  could  refift  the  opportunit 
bidding  adieu. 

Malvina  had  not  a  doobt  after  i 
had  been  faid  the  evening  beforey 
that  he  would  have  been  tempted  to 
her,  and  all  the  morning  her  heart 
in  a  conftant  flutter  ,  from  this  .e^pe 
tion  :  but  the  noife  of  the  carriage  rol^ 
through  the  court,  put  an  end  to 
cxpedation,  and  her  hopes.    She  i 
cicd  perhaps,  Sir  Edmond  had  imagii 
he  would  not  have  been  admitted,  i 
perhaps  had  left  her  a  billet.    She  the 
fore  expefted  every  time  that  Tomk 
made  her  appearance,  that  fhe  came 
prefent  one;  and  her  looks  were 
intelligent,  that  Tomkins  enquired  ei 
time  if  (he  wanted  any  thing.   At  h 
as  the  evening  began  to  throw  her  dal 
fhades  on  all  around,  flie  could 
longer  doubt  Sir  Edmond  had  depart 
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without  thinking  .of  her.  A  hopelefs 
and  gloomy  anxiety  took  poflefTTon  of 
bcrfoul;  and  notwithAanding  the  duties 
luhich  occupied  her,  Ihe  could  not  pre- 
vent her  thoughts  from  dwelling  on  him. 
And  he  who  had  no  motive,  had  departed 
as  if  he  had  quite  forgot  hen 

From  this  ihe  thought  they  muft  be 
very  differently  , affe&ed,  for  in  his  (ituati* 
on  how  differently  would  (he  have  a6led. 
Thus  thought  Malvina:  and  this  was  the 
fireproof  which  taught  her,  that  a  tender 
voman,  who  expeds  to  receive  as  much 
intention  as  Ihe  payS)  and  who  judges 
of  the  heart  of  a  man  by  her  own,  is  in  an 
error ;  and  that  dear-bought  experience 
will  fooner  or  later  convince  her  of  iu 

The  indifpofition  of  which  fhe  had 
complained  in  the  morning,  ferved  as  an 
^ciife  for  her  keeping  her  room  all  that 
^ys  and  the  fear  of  intruding,  prevented 
Mr,  prior  from  going  to  vifit  htu  Bui 

what 


Vent  hinirclf  IroiA  feciilg4i0r*' 
puffed  witlMMH  ^boMlfl^  iftitldM 
not  a  day  but  ' «h  ifft  fe)'l|iifi'-{}|N 
could  cotnpenfatc  this '-Idltff' end  vtl 
lie  fdt  that  eveii  t»  bttii(k^  ffciar'  &k 
with  her  wa«  a'  felicky.  *  '9uif  iio«pJ 
more  could  a  word  or  a  look  fro 
fyendbeftbw.  yet  ib  «M  *vb  fh« 
ati^med  at  tfaef  iw^qveoHt^ji^'fi 
•frieiidftipi  ••''•■  •i^r!;;.  v.-" 

Tlw'iiTtp6ffibitkf  of  1iii«>ipi«teiifii» 
'any  other-  •(entlmen(y-<||Mto>ndtd:'i 
Idca  ofdalfgetr  Hb'trowsi,  4tisift^ 
ttpjpeafcd'td  Rha  %fi  'inftittnoilitttible 
Vrdr^l)^  hot  itny  «ti  iMWh  I 

fubdiii.'  'Tbtfa'he-ftedd  fcailtfft,  «li 
tottering  on  the  brink  of  a  preci 
flfttAelftag'ihibg  t1t4t  66if'^t^itibgU  A\ 
Htfi  ibib  t<y  HIiav^hf>WhUdi4^  4iiiftf< 


'6MmU  aby  khih^  hky&di^4k6  'ft 
^ft>  of  Mam/  faair'&8v«¥''^dM«] 


imagiiui 
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imaginMion.  But  we  m^y  doubt  whether 
he  could  have  fupported  this  by  that 
itafon,  which  is  cvfer  fo  watchful  and 

quick  iighted,  that  its  inveftigation  fome- 

limes  creates  fear. 

It  appears  as  if  we  might  be  dazzled  by 
tkidea  of  ahappinefs,  which  is  fo  great 
that  it  defies  the  weaknefs  of  our  fenfes, 
'  and  yet  our  Ibuls  fear  as  much  to  reft  on 
tbe  enjoyment  of  it,  as  our  eyes  do  to 
gaze  on  the  fun.  Mr.  Prior,  under  the 
laaQion  of  his  vows,  looked  forward  to 
^^t  next  morning,  when  he  fhould  fee 
l>cr  with  aH  the  temerity  of  felf  confi- 
^tnci.  He  rofe  early  and  went  to  pay 
i>s  vifit  at  the  hour  fhe  ufually  came 
iwn  ftaSVs,  but  'all'  Vras  filent  in  her 
Apartment^  and  he  was  obliged  to  return 
te  higown.  .  At  laft^  after  the  clock  had 
truck  twelve,  as  he  pafled  for  the  feventh 
wr'ci^hth  l>y  ?ier  door,  which  he  46  much 
ikfired  to  l\pd  open,  he  met  Tomkins 
coming  o\!t;  'and  he  enquired  if  Madame 

'    »  dc 
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de  Sore/  was  up,  and  if  .he.tnig||l  gs 
Ab,  fir,  faid  Tomkins,  die  has  beea  CTcr 

fince  it  was  light,  up,  wailking  her.  r094^; 
and  the  dear  lady  has  flept  fo  little,  that' 
I  am  Ture  fhc  will  make  herfelf  ill.  For 
two  nights  flie  has  obliged  me  to  go  to 
bed,  .and  God  knows  at  what  hourfhe 
went  herfelf;  (he  has  never  ceafed  wee^ 
ing :  what  can  have  produced  tUa 
change  ?  Indeed  my  good  fir,  if  I  toS 
.always  to  behold  her  tjbus,  I  can.  have' 
DO  longer  any  pleafure  in  life. 

Mr.  Prior  made  no  reply,  but  went  fai 
to  Malvina,  flie  was  feated  with  her 
elbow  refting  on  her  knee,  and  her  hand 
before  her  face  in  a  melancholy  attitude. 
She  arofe  the  moment  he  entered,  and 
came  to  meet  him.  He  obferved  bcRr 
eyelids  were  red  and  heavy.  You.  arf 
not  well  my  friend,  or  ^Ife  you  are  muck 
afflicted.  Will  you  not  let  me  fympa* 
thife  in  the  forrow  that  opprefles  your 
heart  ?  It  is  true  that  I  am  a  little  india* 
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pofcd^  replied  Malvinaj  it  was  that  caufe 
which  made  me  keep  my  room  yefter- 
day,  and  not  admit  any  one.  Though 
1  wat  fearful  my  condud  might  appear 
mher  extraordinary  or  unpoUte. 

Who  could  have  thought  fo,  faid  Mr. 
hht?    Sir  Edmond  particularly,  re- 
plied Malvtnaf  but  fearing  this  might  be 
obrerved,  fhe  Hopped,  without  aflcing  a 
q^ftion.     I  was  very  uneafy  all  day, 
f^id  Mr.  Prior,  after  a  moments  filence, 
IhiI  the  fear  of  intruding,  prevented  my 
coning  up.    The  day  appeared  to  me 
tedious  and  very  long,  from  not  having 
feen  you — But,  dear  madam,  did  you  not 
pity  your  friend  being  deprived  of  your 
Pftfcnce?     I  believe  I  muft  open  my 
fccart  to  you,  Mr.  Prior,  replied  fee,  cer- 
tainly your  friendfeip  is  very  dear  to  me, 
and  you  muft  be  con>fcious  of  the  plcafure 
I  derive  from  converting  with  you;  but 
do  you  not  fear,  that  we  may  be  liaUe  to 

bave 


4%  HAWiMt 

/'£;i;i- '    . ?  iir.ihs  ^^n  bn 

looking  a(  ber,  yi^- MMftjRm 
can  have  given  rife  lo  fucb  an  esi 

Implied  Ikfoh#iicl>Mil»ftii  fvR^  cc 

ipiuil^ed  it-«4)Kibo>ha*  |old:  yo|i  fo.^ 
prail^d  qwftion  ratth^r  dirp^q^ertf 
luift^i'iih^  prqfeFi^drMiiiiiiiC  $k  £i 
tfttielting^an  unuutHi  frctinftaqtly  i\ 
qd^hiocL  f 

At  the.  memion  o{  3ir  llidffOBi 
Prior  was  ftruok  wkb  aftonj^meni 
isvmediately  excljkioted,.  abi^  wbai 
]|)aft:Sir  £dmoAd  to.  paf$  any  T^m9L 
yaur  donduft.  How  dare  lie  tei 
lhi%  9ind  ^fftito  what  ioiereft<^  me 
1^  llMltrmiK;  ftpendfllip  inuft  her  iftc 
|p(^fiig:h  a  man  as  he  is  ?'  The  air  < 
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tempt  with  which  the  )aft  fejalence  was 
uttered,  mad«  Malvtna  lecover  berfelf, 
andlhe  haAily  repUedii^whaieyelr  may  be 
the  cypinon  of  Sir  £dfnoiid  in.  odber  fe« 
Ipe&Sy  you  do  not  I  tfappofe,  think  him 
mcapahk  of  making  ai  juil  remark  ?  and 
lam  confidered  guilty  in  having  liftened 
10  it?    But,  replied  Mr.*  Prior,  fuch 
Uid  of  advice  mull  fuppofe.  there  exifti 
aiitiuimacy  between  him  and  you,  which. 
foahave  never  mentioned  to  me« 

'i  do  not  imagine  it  will  any^  longer 
nift,  replied  {he  with  an  air  of  confufion; 
You  do  not  believe  it  will,  oh,  Malvina  !^ 
you  are  not  then  certain?  What  am  I  to 
imagine,  what  ought  I  to  believe  ?  Can 
diii  be  the  caufe  of  your  melancholy  ? 
Of  the  diftrefs  which  I  obferve  you  in. 
Malvina  you  are  lilent,.  what  a  dreadful 
tonviftion  has  burft  on  my  foul.  Oh, 
Malvina,  dear  and  unhappy  friend,  take 
care  of  yourfelf  t  be\i^re  of  this  pierfiu 
^ousman:  ever  active  and  ingenious  in[ 
[  every 
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every  ihiftg4hat.ca»^  igriuify/  otilfM 
bitf  wiffiet^  lie  ImowMR  wkjswb^: 
Mr  CO  difcmoen  die  vifet  plinBt  ^^^^iMd 
the  moft>nnfullied  vsituei  ferinft 
we  lUie  bcney^  vhofe  melriligt'ifa^eiM^M 
charm  the  ear,  and  toacb  tlMi  heists  ^fteWn 

.'  I  now  pdtaeiEateiibfo  thci  eliiiefdl^^ 
whimfioal  nifl  iD]ftfte#io«i  condafty.  ii^M 
mitots  to  pleafe  and  lediice  .yoiaitaflj||3 
tions,  wkhoat  altogether  fdinquiliiill  - 
Mifs  Melmor.   As  he  knows  when  jmt 
are  prefentf  the  others  are  merely  non-lv^ 
tkies ;  and  when  he  cannae  Ste  MaUdin^ 
he  can  amufe  himfelf  wkh  Mifs  McImaC 
For  though  be  has  not  evinced  fb  mva)| 
eagernefs  to  be  alone  with  her.  fincenitt 
has  beheld  you,  yet  I  have  obfertt# 
that  when  you  are  prefent,  he  ^wajB^ 
changes  his  behaviour^  and  .  in  . 
^bfence,  Ihe  was  every  thing  to 
andhc  was  fo  very  particular  and 
oi  his  aueniionsy  that  they 
yaffionaiej  cveatoadoraiion*   i.is/n  nb^ 
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At  thefe  words,  Malvina  turned  fo  pale, 
HtM  Mr.  Prior  was  alarmed.    Oh  my 
dear  friend,  faid  he,  after  (he  was  a  little 
tecovered,  do  not  imagine  that  the  fear 
oflofiogyoiif  friendihip  has  occafioned 
BC  to  tranfgrefs  the  confines  of  truthf 
vitk  regard  lo  Sir  Edmond;  no,  if  he 
ni  HOC  incpnftant,  deceitful,  and  un- 
nonhy  of  pofleffing  fuch  a  heart  as 
yoar's;  if  he  was  but  formed  to  make  you 
hppjrj  or  could  he  feel  the  excellency, 
or  appreciate  fuch  a  charaQer  as  your's, 
I  would  with  pleafure  be  the  firft  to  lead 
to  your  feet,  and  offer  my  fervent 
flayers  for  your  united  happinefs,  though 
Toufiiould  from  that  moment  lofe  the 
remembrance  of  fuch  a  being  as  my  felf. 

At  this  moment  Mr.  Prior  was  inter- 
rupted by  the  entrance  of  Mrs.  Burton ; 
^l^agiution  which  was  yifible  in  Mal- 
vina, and  the  ferious  intereftmg  expreflion 
Mr.  Prior's  countenance^  might  have 
excited  a  fufpicion  of  foifacthing  partU 
^lar  in  a  common  obferver :  what  then 
^ullit  have  produced^  and  alfo  con&tm* 
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ed^  in  a  mmd  fo  little  indtDod  to  judge 
fatYorably  of  any  one.  She  ftood :  filciit 
for  a  moment,  as  if  deprived  of  the  ^cnrdr 
of  utterance;  tben  regarding  diem  fof 
fome  time  longer,  file  at  laft  ^s^claiided^ 
I  have  been  informed  of  this  ;  but  d-  dm 
regarded:  the  infinuation,  and  feomed  te 
believreitc  but  I  now  fee  fdainly  fthat  vl 
have  not  been  deceived. - 

And  what  have  you  been  told,  madami 
atiteirnipted  Mr..  Prior,  with  qincknefs? 
WHat  filfplcions  have  you  dared  to  Tom  f 
Sufpticionsj  repllied'-Mrs.  fiiirton,  difidain* 
fiiUy,  :a<rd'tiiey  not  confirmed  ;beyondia 
doubt^-^fromihe  fituation'in  wllichl  fob^ 
ferv^  you  .both  :  has  it  not  conrinced 
roe  of  the  fubjed  that  occupied  you 
^HMfnrely?'  Take  cdre,  Teplied  Mr.  Prior, 
rcifing^tiirVdioe,  talce;caTe,  .ii(iadd^ib,  itliai 
-yau^are  not  bialTedby  unitortfayrpaflioflas 
for  they  pervert  the  judgoient,  ^visil  (the 
confcidAce';  »and;the>virtiiesiof  "dielHeait 
are>env0lopedail  darknefsr'  ilVkeiieMliMe 


Prior,  replied  Mn.  Burton^'- ftgiii<4fn|; 
l&im  vith  a  look  of  the  utmoft  contempt ; 
how  taa|;is  h-Chat  yo«'liii(Te  'tjieto  «^ 

bfoHn  yott,  thait  I  -thfttk  it  is  ^tritfe 
hffidem  If  ybu'  Mifi^er  'for  yOflrfetf:  1 
db'MttifM^irie'tfaM  ycW  ^iU- pretdM  to 
Snfw*  Tor  thit  laW^.' ' 

Whh  regarird  to  myJcWi  'bit  rdpKed,  it  h 
<ilfely  im(na«erial,  what  j«fd{^h't  isTonticfd 
«fMe'by  any  on<e     thir'trdlrld';  -to  God 
iMhe'telMlgs  t4^)^'H^ht:  «H«<ifVcfD  is'nirf 
MUii^iciiiSfitt^h'fi^i^h'f^    it  alonle.  , 
BM4Uf'to  «hat(ktai«tbi(i  <«reattite,'i^hti  hif 
htt'k1ii*h  liHWe- tcKl)e«'hiW*y'the*1r-^ 
v^Mfe  Aiii^tod'^ftetaHi^fon'grjjiidgme;!  of 

iUl^ilifer  <«^aliilt  ^ilk^  ^bo  ji^fs'  ^ 
ftiogof  theferpent  in'JfBSifttMfgtir^latttl 
from  whofe  lips  flow  the  poif<fiinous  ex- 

mmM^rnhf^t^itt-m^d,  ^ou 
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ver  her  from  thofe  who  meditate  evil  is 
their  hearts. 

Leave  the  room,  fir,  exclaimed  Mn. 
Burton,  pale  and  trembling  with  ragei 
unlefs  you  wiQi  me  to  infer,  that  you 
have  a  greater  right  to  remain  here  thii 
I  have?    Notwiihilanding   this  thitttt 
Mr.  Prior,  appeared  undetermined  whe- 
ther he  M'ould  go,  and  continuing  in 
the  room,   evinced  his  unwillingncli 
to  obey  her  command.    When,  Malvina 
coming  forward,  with  a  gentle,  thottgl 
dignified  calmnefs,  which  reflitude  and 
virtue  ever  gives;  faid,  be  kind  enou^ 
to  retire  Mr,  Prior,  as  you  obferve  my 
coiriln  wiflies  to  be  alone  with  me.} 
retire  my  friend,  and  do  not  make  your- 
felf  the  leall  uneafy,  for  fuch  reproacha 
do  not  QV  f:rve  to  occafion  it,  not  even  ill 
the  flightc^iv  degree. 

Her  manner  perfuaded  much  men 
than  her  f  words,  and  it  almolt  produced 


the 


die  bm^  effcd  on  Mn.  3iuU»ii  ;r4o9gh 
ftefre(en4ed  to  cmtiomi^^Wvki'om^ 
jtjiM  h^kosLTt^ikt  W9M  donvincted  there 
^  no  lacafoii  Ipf  theiiu  T4ie  •oony lAjoii 
^^m:^tf9fp  Mf^^riVf,  and  p'^ufied 

<)lWnDa  iininqdiatc^  ^^red  an  cx^ 
phnujon  of  Mrs.  Burton,  of  the  ftrange 
idcii  9ie  entertained  concerning  herfelf 
44  Ijfr;   Prior.   Her  coafin,  raiiier 
^Mbftd^  faidiy  indeed  my  dear^  you 
\k  aOiired   that  I  have  never 
^PHHiiaged  ^llthe  fiLifpicioiifl  which  have 
^*l^gg^ft^4,  10  nie  concerning  you, 
liffCMfe  J(  cpuld  lkey<r  be  made  to  be«* 
%^  that  ^  relauoa  of  my  own  could 
k  fivlty  of  an  tmptrudeoce^    At'  the 
iWl^iiiq>r«dic»ce^Malifina'«  oomitfiAiance 
vafi  {uffurfMi  Mfiil^  a  blufii  of •  indigaatioSf 
aad  interrpfNting  Mtu  Burton,  wiib  a 
1ff$ot  9f^  ;S^.  of  aftoaiihsnenti  ^  £on« 
<^We4f  .wi^^ti^wr  }kw>t  may  devolve  to 
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me  fmn^  being  related  to  y6U|  mads 
I  J|iHlliwtnd«e4  be  depaded  Ib  my  d 
ofihibn  if  I  did  not  know  tlitt  I  ha^ 

right  to  the  etleeni  which  I  ought 
receive  from  you.    Let  mc  then,niadi 
hear  you  pardcularirc  all  the 
srfateli  you  have  fuppofal> 
^efiie  to  be  acquainted  from  wt 
have  origkialed,  that   I  may 

The  words  and  manner  of  Malvi 
ferious  and  modeft,  poflefled  a  poi 
fo  forcible,  that  Mrs.  Burton  could  i 
refift  its  perfuafion;  and  the  truth  1 
compelled  to  efcape  her,  ^diough  ' 
came  with  the  intentioik  of  Jejedi 
every  thing  which  couldi  remove  1 
doubts.  She  was^forced  to  confefe  i 
Mrs.  Meknor  was  the-pesfon  who>aceii 
her;  and  fubdaed^by  that  ^{M^ri^ 
which  .ifinocence  gave  MalvitaAi  (he^l 
that  (he  did  not  believ|ph||jtM>*^ 
jind  fliould  not  have  aii^il&fied  ^ 

\  11 
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1  {he  not  thought  that  in  future  it 
ghtbea  preventative  for  her  giving 

2  flighted  occafion  for  the  malicious 
;erpretations  of  the  world. 

I  never  confidered  this  callle  as  the 
>rld,  replied  Malvina  ;  or  certainly  I 
ould  have  been  more  attentive  to  ap- 
!arances.  I  had  not  an  idea  that  I 
ould  have  been  fo  feverely  judged, 
yr  pcrfons  under  your  obfervation,  and 
\  your  houfe.  We  are  never  out  of  the 
ach  of  evil  fpeakcrs,  my  dear,  replied 
[rs.  Burton,  and  I  am  much  deceived 
the  infinuations  of  Mrs.  Mclmor  has 
>t  prejudiced  Sir  Edmond  againft  you  ; 
id  who  can  tell  but  that  he  may  divert 
imfelf  with  this  tale,  in  the  world,  at 
our  expence. 

Do  you  then  fuppofe  him  capable  of 
ach  beliaviour,  faid  Malvina,  bUiIhing! 
I  to  myfelF,    whatever  may  be  your 
opinion  of  him,  I  flxould  imagine  that 
X)  t  he 
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he  poflcflcd  too  great  a  (hare  of  fetil! 
than  adopt  the  fame  ideas  as  your  friem 
and  if  he  did,  he  furely  muft  poflefs  moi 
honor  than  to  expofe  them.  Indeed,  ip; 
dear  coufln,  interrupted  Mrs.  BurtODi 
niufl  inform  you,  that  you  judge  mud 
more  favorably  of  him,  than  he  does  o 
you ;  and  aUo^^  me  to  fay,  that  you  mul 
be  particularly  partial,  to  attempt  tx 
cufmg  him  on  this  occafion.  He  whc 
has  dared  to  make  my  houfe  the  fcenc  ol 
his  debaucheries,  and  under  my  eyes, 
have  an  intrigue  with  a  young  girl  whoit 
I  protected. 

Perhaps,  interrupted  Malvina,  vitl 
<]uickncfs,  Mifs  Mclmor  has  only  beer 
condemned  from  appearances — becauC 
Ihe  may  have  been  imprudent.  Die  i 
believed  criminal.  Who  has  been  he: 
Vcufer?  Her  mother,  replied  Mrs 
i^iirton,  who,  deceived  by  the  artifice  o 
per  daughter,  believes  Ihe  may  ye 
■^innocent.   But«  when  convinced  0 


lid:  Ins4^     interviews  with  Sir'  Ed- 
toond,  how  It  it  poflible  to  think  as  fhe 
does.   If  he  knew  flie  Was  thus  accufecTy 
b  certainly  woiild  vindicate  her,  replied 
Malvin^,  timf  dly. 

^  IlMSin'  his  prefcncc  that  I  told  Mrs. 
Mehnor  her  daughter  was  rained,  and 
.  k  never  denied  it.    He  did  not  deny  it^ 
'  Rplicd  Malvina,  Irritated — ^Thea  he  at 
^caft  promifed  to  make  a  reparation  by 
Partying  her  whom  he  had^feducedy 
^fhthid^  he  would  have  becnj^^jljl^uilty 
^  Mifs  Melmor ;  and  it  would  certainly 
only  have  encouraged  vice,  by^  reward- 
^'^gthat  unworthy  girl  by  a  marriage  fo 
B^uch  above  her  hopes.    If  1  am  filent 
W  this  fcandaldus  affair,  it  is  chiefly 
from  refpeft  to  myfelf,  riot  from  any 
fauiment  of  pity  fhe  has  infpired* ' 

Thas  it  is,  faid  Malvirii,'  flie  will  have 
*cfited  your  utmoft  contempt ;  'yet,  yoii 
ttlaitf  yoar  kiridnefs  to"*  the'  Mti  \vff<< 
i>  3  ha». 
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has  ruined  her  ?  Young  and  incxperi 
ced,  (be  did  not  forerce  that  fuel 
fault  vould  conftitute  her  mifery 
life;  and  the  world  will  difewn  and  ( 
card  her;  while  her  feduccr)  who  pre 
ditated  her  fall,  and  who  glories  in 
di (honor}  will  be  received^  carefl 
and  diftinguilhed  by  every  one» 

You  are  an  able  advocate  in  the 
half  of  guilty  femaleS)  interrupted  h 
Burton.  Rather  fay  unfortunatey  cr 
Malvina.  Well  my  dear  coufin,  repl 
flic,  with  an  ironical  fmile,  whatever  r 
be  the  motives  which  induce  you 
f;entroufly  to  defend  them,  know,  t 
tlie  one  you  plead  for,  though  Ihe  \ 
not  obtain  the  reward  you  wiih  b 
will  not  be  condemned  to  th;  difgr 
which  (he  merits  :  but,  in  a  few  days, 
will  be  married.  Marry  any  otber>tl 
Sir  Edmond,  and  does  he  permit  it  ? 
will  be  rejoiced  to  find  that  fuch  a  c 
temptible  conqued  is  placed  out  pf 

w< 
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irly;  Jis  ke  is  sow  gone  to  Edinburgh 
10  facilitate  his  marriage  with  Lady  Mary 
SunifflcrfaiU;  and  it  is  my  intention  to 
]bin  him  very  Ihortly^  to  affift  at  a 
wuon,  which  will  place  my  nephew  in 
one  oF  the  ^ft  ftations  in  the  kingdom, 
"and  will  render  him  deferring  of  the 
brtaiie  I  intend  to  leave  him. 

Mtlvina-  had  received  fo  many  fuc- 
^dbre  Ihocks^  that  her  heart  was  fo  over- 
FQveitd  by  the  various  fenfations  they 
Woccafioned,  that  ihe  could  make  no 
^^ly.  Mrs.  Burton,  who  had  marked 
J^cr  change  of  countenance,  faid,  I  fee 
Ais  converfation  has  fatigued  you ;  but 
^fore  I  leave  you,  I  muft  inform  you 
thitl  do  not  intend  to  keep  Mr.  Prior 
*iQch  longer  in  my  houfe;  though  I  am 
ttntinced  there  is  not  the  leaft  reafon 
to  fofpeQ  any  thing  in  your  intimacy 
^th  him;  yet,  the  haughty  infolence 
^hich  your  friendlhip  has  made  him 
tfume,  renders  him  unbearable;  there- 
*  ^4  fore 
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fore,  I  think  you  will  have  no  objtfiki 
to'  his  departure^  Me,  madam,  replic 
Malvina,  aftonifhed,  are  you  notentii 
miftrefs  here  ?  Has  any  perfon  a  ligl 
to  difpute  your  will  P  But  I  belief,  if 
did  wifli  fuch  a  thing,  it  would  not  beo 
this  occafion  (recolleEting  that  Mr.  Pric 
had  informed  her  at  the  begimiiDg  i 
iheir  intimacy,  that  he  only  ftaid  wii 
Mrs.  Burton  per  force).  This  anfwi 
appeared  pcrfe6lly  to  fatisfy  her  coufii 
and  embracing  her  with  every  mark  < 
hncere  reconciliation^  fhc  left  her. 


)  c: 
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CHAP,  IV.. 


INTEKIOK.  mra  OF  SAOB  MMON. . 

The*  grief  and  aftoniflimcnti 
^ich  Malvina  experienced  from  the 
^viftion  of  Sir  Edmond's  intimacy  witli> 
Mifs  Melmor,  will  perbaps,  appear  father, 
^^rprifing,  when  w«  confider  what  (he 
'^ad  heard  from  Mr.  Prior ;  not  that  Ihe 
forgot  the  circuttftances  Ivith  which) 
Ilcbad  acqdaitated  her  j  but  in  fad,  fiie 
^  not  entirely  believe  them;  and  flat-, 
tetd  htrleff.  that: he  might,  be  mifinform-- 
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ed}  or  judge  erroneoufly;  andieonfe* 
quently  unjuft. 

She  had  therefore 
the  fubje&  fince,  as  (he  had  placed  an 
entire  confidence  in  the  tender  and 
paffionate  behaviour  of  Sir  Edmond  to- 
wards herfelf.    If  it  fhould  be  thought 
reprehenfible,  that  Malvina  (hould  have 
been  To  eafily  deluded  by  an  attachment^ 
which  herreafon  muft  have  condeinped> 
the  qnly  extenuation  which  I  can  offer 
for  this  feeming  paradox^  is,  that  it  ha» 
been  generally  remarked  (without  evem 
excepting  Clariffa)  that  many  women  ot 
the  ftrifjteft  virtue  have  a  partiality  f«r 
thofe  men  who  are  of  an  ardent  an^ 
paifionatc  chara£ler. 

Whether  it  originates  from  the  lateoCi 
hope  of  reforming  their  errors^  and; 
changing  the  adivity  of  their  paffionS|  by. 
leading  them  to  the  purfuits  of  virtue  j> 
or  that  the  equity  of  nature  requires  tb^ 

unig»^ 


imiwof  cotatnfts^  thirt  thet'e  may  te'no 
evil  vtfhodt  a  re&e'dy,  as  there  is  alfo 
BOfDod  whSimit  ht  altoy.  Sbcti  art  the 
vmderings  of  the  ^dntiiii  he^'  TbA 
of  Malvina's  followed  the  general  rule, 
for  thdugli'^tlie'i^orlid  could  produce  but 
fcv  tapben  that  would  bear  a  'compariron 
viA  ye^  itiCf  even  Malvinai  -was 
iHttiittorfad.  '  .  ' 

Itvould  be  impoffible  to  pourtray  the 
^choly  reffeQions  qf  Malvina.  She 
^ly  endeavourefl  to  attribute  them  to 
^fcgjret  Ihe  experienced,  from  having 
her  vow,  and  permitting  thcfe 
*v  fentiments  to  ufurp  its  place.  She 
endeavoured  to  gain  force  to  expel  the 
^ttcr  from  her  remembrance,  but  in 
*^tt,.and  the  moft  predominant  was  con- 
toiUaily  prefenting  itfelf,,  which  was, 
of  Sir  Ediiiond's  having  thought  fo 
^jhtly  of  her;  audbeingincjudcdalfo  by 
^  with  t|ie.  generality  oFworpch;  as  he 
id  wim  fd  much  deceit  in  her  pre- 
^  o  fence. 


ffiVJCf  W.  to  fciKl;,faitwtefb  ^o^fml 

WothfT;;  and  ^t  tlv^  &9HbMnV  Kfi^ 
in  fcduqing  Mj(i(kMqli^pf.  J ,  nlioIurL  ^ 

She  inight  perhapi  Itftve  .e^q]yGp4  ift* 
deceitrul  fophiftvy  of  If^HMS^  |^ 
tfor-his  couiuenance  ^)^^4^^4l>'V 
%xteftuation ;  for  wUen  tiiej^fiy^m 
laft  afylums  of  truths  when  they  becomi 
falfe,  then  indeed  ibe  heart  muft  be  oor 
rupted,  and  its  dep^^yity  incurable 
But  Sir  Ed  mend  was  not  quite  fo  per 
iidious  as  he  appeared ,  to  Malyinas , 
(he  was  not  entirely  deceived  in  him 
Her  reafon  undoubtedly  made  her  be 
lievc  it^  and  it  was  that  which  induces 
her  to  condemn  him;  yet,  notwi(h(Und; 
ing  this,  an  inftin8.ive  feeling  feemed 
convince  her  of  the  contrary^  apd  thM 
caufe  induced  her  to  loye.  * 

A  prey  to  fo  many  dffiferent  i«njj(fi<^ 
Ihe  more  than  ever,  regreued  tl^^^ffjCK 


lin^4ein«»t»u^rienflc,  inlidfinglMr 
it  U  gener^Uf^  founds  thftt 
.«^,pi4n  ^  ^flvre  of  onciforrow, 
iiiKe^ls  evfiTf  ollKi!4o  tlli»  heart,  4n(l  we 
.WHieihiii^  tHjit  our  (uffering*  iiaf 
k  more  acute.  She  thought  that  by 
>Uowiog  the  recolledions  of  the  paft  t» 
ptfi  h^  nfi94f  it.  ^  the  original 
««lq;4|f  t^Qilbrri^.  IvWdi;  oVepriielntd 
Wk,  .It;  was  aM<Q(  niore  oeolgenial  to  dweU; 

remembrance  of  the  paft,  as  Sir 
^illMidhad  deprived  her  of'^ery  pre- 
^fclisf^^lon,. .  Thaii  hy  Qyvt^to  the 
iec())le^QD;  of  hier  fxi4&(C  ibe  .  fought 
f9ikG^Uio«  fStom  i)eaycD|  as  tberb  itfa$ 
19  Wy  foY  bcr  vfoA  Earthy 

>  r  .A|[t«  Mifs  Melqica:^  fthfrihcai^d  the  pro* 
.  of  Mi;%..BunQni.  ifjfofAi  h«r  mother,, 
^thmvch.m^fc  trAltqui^ty  than  QQulcl 
Wve  been  expeOed.  The  fudden  de> 
fmai-^of  Sir  fiknond,  had  taught  her 
4m  4kf  ll»d  acting  m<»re  tjo  expea  from 
^^Itiiedoiii  of  itt«K  »n»  iaUiance  wa» 

certiunly 
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certainly  a  great  misfcfrtunej^  but  to 
find  another  who  would  inariy  bcir^liri^ 
foine  confolation;  and  Ihe  ple^d  bfcr- 
felf  with  the  idea  of  his  taking  her»t6 
public,  where  (he  would  be  fees  ta  fbck 
advantage*:  ■  v  * 

The  profpeft  of  drefs,  pleafare,  and 
conqueft,  foon  filled  her  giddy  imagiiit- 
tion  with  a  thoufand  fluttering'  hopei^ 
and  excluded  every  thought  of  Sir  Ed- 
mond.   But  on  refiefkin^  within  herfelf^ 
with  more  attention  than  her  habitual 
levity  would  lead  us  to  fuppofe,  (he  recoK 
leded^  that  in  order  to  polAfs  i  greaief^ 
latitude  for  the  gratification  of  herVanityi 
it  would  be  aneceffary  piece  of  policy  to 
regain  the  favor  of  Mrs.  Burton ;  ithd  ibt 
Hioft  certain  method  orf  fuc<ieeding^'irii 
by  an  entire  fabmifflodto  bet*  wilL'  •  - 

The  fall  of  her  tiopes,  by*  enfighieniiigf 
her  mind,  pointed  out  the  Caufe  h^, 
errors.;  and  (he  endeavoured  tb  '4bdid^f(' 
*  tneaci 
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means  of  repairing  them.  Thoughtlefs 
and  giddy,  yet  felf  intereft  taught  her  to 
form  a  plan,  and  gave  her  conftancy  to 
purfue  it.  It  is  thus,  that  when  folly 
is  guided  by  a  bad  heart,  fhe  has  fufficient 
difcerDinent  to  feize  what  is  mod  advan- 
tageous; avoid  that  which  is  gloomy, 
and  make  her  way  in  the  world. 

The  hope  of  a  brilliant  conqaeff  had 
ntade  Mifs  Melmor  arrogant;  and  ad- 
vcrlity  would  render  her  a  hypocrite* 
Siicconfeqaently  went  to  Mrs.  Burton's 
^P^rtment,  and  afTumed  a  timid  modeft 
^ifi  and  with  down  caft  eyes,  flie  faid, 
mother^  madam,  has  informed  me  of 
your  intention  towards  me;    and  you; 
will  find  me  ready  to  fubmit  to  your 
commands,  and  by  my  obedience,  expiate 
the  imprudence  of  my  condud.  But 
believe  me,  madam,  thoughtleffnefs  has 
been  my  only  fault;  and  I  have  never 
forgot  my  felf  fo  far,  as  to  render  my  felf 
undefcrving  your  kindnefs,  ?ind  the  vir- 
tuous 
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tuous  example  "w^hich  I  baveeverbd 
HI  you.  Mrs.  Burton,  foftened  by 
fubmiflive  introdu6lion,  was^  difiun 
by  the  flattery  fo  artfully  applied, 
was  fo  extravagantly  fond  of  adulat 
that  fhe  never  had  a  doubt  of  its  fincci 
therefore,  Mifs  Melmor  was  beliei 
For  in  charaftcrs  of  her  defcripiion,  1 
love,  refembles  a  voracious  animal,  wl 
devours  without  diftinflion,  every  tl 
which  is  offered  it. 

At  the  end  of  a  month,  Mifs  Mdi 
was  married  to  Mr.  Fenwick;  I 
Burton  determined  to  fet  out  for  B 
burgh;  and  Mr.  Prior  was  difmi 
from  the  caftle.  Six  months  earlier, 
would  have  quitted  it  with  rapture, 
now,  every  thing  was  changed  with  h 
when  he  was  to  leave  Malvina.  Ne^ 
tbelefs^  he  would  not  degrade  him 
by  any  folicitations.  The  firft  word  fi 
Mrs.  Burton  determined  his  departu 
bQ-continucd  not  a  moment  longer  in 

hoi 


lodlbylilNUi'Wlttt  1M  AiffieSetit  fMr:tfae 
lecefiury  prepuaiiodi  for  bis  dqikruire, 
mA  td  bid     adieu  to  Mslvina. 

WbaH  he  went  to  take  Ma  leave,  fhe» 
^dat  liefiutiim^  gave  kim  the  moft 
finiM^yrdtnire  irf  her  undieMble  (rhitdr 
l^  tofotne  tiaeafure  to  relieve  the^ahi 
11  octafioned  iHm  to  leave  hen  Off  (|mt- 
tittg  you,  faid  Mr.  ^rior^  I  feel  as  if  I 
'^^ngiifito  darkxKfsv  ianktinj^  foul  is 

low, itid  without  courage.  Ob!  Malvina^ 
^•aot  difregard  me  fti^  this  day  of  my 
^idion:  alait  on  leaving  you,  I  have 
Botftny  thhig  left  but  your  remembrance,, 
AM, your  letters,  that  can  confble  me.— * 
^  firft  is  fo  ihterwovctt  with  my  heart,. 
'tnm  Which  nothing  on  earth  can  ever 
h;  the  other^  1  requeft  as  a  favout,, 
■id*  urifl  -  depend  emirety  on  yourfelE. 
Vott  will  not  rcfirfe  me  f 

* '  Ah?  eonH4  Malvina,  from  a  refpeft  to* 
■iM'optfiton't>f  ahaughtfy  wom^ain  {and  a 
^jf  ^  depraved 
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deprived  man);  have  r«j<afe4,tk|t.jliM|l^ 
ing  prayer;  ibe  wo«id  no  loDg|^.1fMl&  , 
been  the  good.the  exceIleD9Q:tatUl«9:ifhi«  11 
always  forgot  herfelf  for'  the  benefit  ofr  j 
others;   and  in'  thist  flic-  gratyfitd^'ber  ' 
reafon  and.  her  heart  alAtbr  fa«ie  .j(M^  i. 
.  Wc  fliould'  ever-  give  niore  la^lberdvttM 
of  friendlhip)  than  io  fociaf-coifvertiiwdifi^ 
and  it  had  eves  been  her  idea,  that  pvdA^jj 
opinion  fhould  onty  be  tcgarded  ^vltii^ 
it  refpefied  fetf  alone;  and  ntttiM> ' 
brought  in  competition  with,  tbfr  ndU 
trifling  circumftance  tfcai^woidd  givf*lr 
jnoment*s  pain  to  friendfhip» 

Mn  Fenwick  was  a  writer  to  the  Sigii% 
at.Edinburghi— he.was  a  little  more  th|» 
forty  years  ofiaget  of  m  dark  cooqplMK 
ion,  (hort,  and  ibick*fet;.  wbimfieal 
home,  but  gay  in  company ;  a  bankrojft  i 
in  ideas,  but  poflefled  a  good  memory  i^'^ 
very  trifling  portion  of  wit,  yet  cduld 
.create  a  general  laugh  by  his  raeiiif^  ^ 
tclUng  tales.    He  flattered  all  the  woiH 


and  liked  oo^qne  io  iu  In  marrying  Mi& 
Mtlmor,  he  ^had  not  even  thought  of  her 
{crfonf  or  whether  her  difpolition  or  cha- 
rafier  would  correfpond  with  his  own; 
.and  as  to  rendering  her  happy ,  it  had 
Mver  entered  his  imagination*  Hut  what 
jm  of  infinite  more  confequence^  he  had 
ntordy  refleOed,  that  Mrs.  Burton  was 
tab|  rich,  without  children ;  and  that  % 
^  juiionwith  one  who  was  conneded  with 
|m might  prove  peculiarly  advantageous; 
mi  he  was  cpnfcibus  of  polTefling  ihofe 
Sulides  which  would  enable  him  to  draif 
vitii  mtereft  from  fuch  a  charaQcr  as 
,  Mn«  Burton's.  '  Some  years  preceding^ 
^Iko  Mrs.  Burton  was  in  the  zenith  of 
I  "tr  youth  and  beautyi  and  accuftomed  to 
f  tkmoft  refined  flattery,  (he  would  have 
:.  drfpifed  fuch  as  Mn  Fenwick*s;  but|  as 
Vr  age  had  forbid  her  to  expefl  it,  ihe 
fck  the  deprivation  fo  acutely,  that  fhe 
foadefcended  to  receive  it,  though  lefs 
ddicately  offered,  than  be  entirely  de* 
|livc4  of  it.   Mr*  Fcnvick  treated  bis 
4p.  ^vifc 
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wife  as  t  child;  her  mother  at  w  &te»tj 
and  Malvina  as  a  vifionatjr*  Hef 
ierved  all  his  praife  and  efieeifi  for  Mn 
BurtoHy  and  fhe  atttaEled  fo  much  of  ha 
regard,  and  repofed  fo  much  coiffidence 
in  hiho,  that  it  muft  have  been  an  enigiiu 
to  all  thofe  who  knew  the  artfulneft  d 
her  charaAer,  had  not  her  devotion  ti 
love  tonftantly  betrayed  her* 

By  difmifliug  Mr.  Prior  Co  fuddefliyij 
her  intention  was  not  only  to  be  revenged; 
for  the  fevere  truths  which  he  had  dared 
to  utter,  and  the  enthufiafilc  opinioC 
which  he  had  conceived  of  Malvina;  bul 
her  fecret  aim  was  to  infinuaie  to  Sir  Ed- 
mond,  that  this  fudden  rupture  proceeded 
from  no  other  caufe  than  the  fcandalooJ 
intimacy  which  exifted  between  Mr.  Prioi 
and  Malvina.  She  had  already,,  undei 
the  feal  of  fecrecy,  conBded  what  fc^ 
termed  her  difcoveries,  to-  Taflc  hei 
Eiaid,  and  Mrs.  Melmor;  and  this,  re- 
peated by  her  two  echoes,  was  whifptired 


«» every  tfine  in  the  ctftle.  But  this  did 
ttot  Ikisfy  Mrs.  Burton,  it  muft  be  con« 
teyed  to  the  ears  of  Sir  Edmond;  fhe 
(botlbre  determined  to  fend  Mrs.  Mel- 
m  and  Tafie  before  her  to  Edinburgh, 
irith  the  excufe  of  preparing  the  houfe 
br  Mrs.  Burton*s  reception.   Both  were 
properly  inftrudcd  in  the  information 
they  were  to  give  Sir  Edmond  of  Mr. 
PrioT^s  difmiffion ;  though  flie  knew  per- 
fc&ly  well  that  her  nephew  would  not 
WicTc  any  thing  fhe  afferted.    This  was 
only  to  convince  him  that  Malvina  was 
ffigmatifed  in  every  one's  opinion;  and 
'  Hicwas  certain  his  pride  would  never  let 
^  marry  a  woman  that  was  even  fuf- 

pcacd. 
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CHAP.  V. 


liBW  ACaVAIMTAKCBS. 


'I 

; 

■4 


It  was  the  beginning  of*  April} 
^hen  Malvina  fet  out  with  a  party  (to  not 
one  individual  of  which  Ihe  was  very  par* 
tial)  for  Edinburgh,  a  place  the  was  not 
very  anxious  to  vifit,  «nd  where  fcc 
might  meet  the  perfon,  who,  more  thin 
any  other,  fhe  mod  feared  to  behold.  She 
however  determined  to  accompany  Mrit 
Burton,  from  the  convi£Uon  which  ber 
reafon  offered,  which  was,  that  the  idea 
of  a  beloved  objed  is  much  more  dao- 
geroQs  at  a  diftance,  for  then  we  embet"* 
hfkM  according  to  our  wifliesj  but,  whctt.^ 


tikntf  we  beholdFli^  it  tally  She  ^ 
ugined  that  whenihe-flioold  witirefs  Sir 
Idmond's  aitentiom  to  fa  many  women, 
adalfo  his  union  with  lady  Mary  Sam- 
Kiiully  Ihe  fbould  dien  have  nothing 
Dore  to  fear  on'his  aceoam.  Such  were 
^vina*s ' jdeasJ  When  paffion  endea- 
mirt  tolfiiAl  4  pretext  for  its  weaknefs, 
Ke  imgination  4$  always  ready  to  offer 
Aitpbut  of  all  the  fubterfuges  to  which 
it  "IS  mjft  liable,  that  is  the  rood  to  be 
fearedi  which  bewilders  it  fo  far,  as  to 
occafion  us  to  lofe  ourfelves  by  its  delu* 
It  is  of  lefs  importance  when  it 
<%ly  yields  itfelf  to  fancy,  than  when  it 
cdeavours  to  jnftify  them;  and  the 
^fs  of  its  delirium  is  lefs  to  be  feared 
das  the  fophifms  of  its  logic. 

On  the  third  day  of  their^  journey, 
Mn.  Burton  informed  her  companions 
^'they  ihould  ftop  that  evening  at  a 
^  St.  Clare's,  whofe  manfion  they 
Id  have  to  |>afs.  I  formerly  knew 
*  thii 


MALVIMA« 

this  lady  at  Edinburgh,  fhe  continuedi^ 
at  that  time  a  very  advantageous  marria^i 
introduced  her  to  the  great  vorld.  She; 
is  now  a  widow,  and  having  nearly  lofti 
all  her  fortune,  ihe  has  retired  into  tkj 
country,  and  refides  with  her  father<— 
I  cannot  fufficiently  praife  her  for  ibdv 
fortitude  (he  has  evinced  in  her  mi$for« 
tunes,  and  alfo  for  the  ufe  (he  made  of 
her  liberty.  But,  I  have  lately  heard  flic 
has  commenced  auihorcfs,  and  this  in- 
formation has  IcfTened  her  very  much  in 
my  opinion;  for  I  think  that  a  woman 
who  has  once  given  herfclf  up  to  this 
purfuit,  will  never  be  any  thing  in  future 
but  a  pedant  or  a  belle  efprit. 

I  rather  coincide  with  your  opinion  in 
this  refpeft,  replied  Malvina:  nature  has 
impofcj  fo  many  duties  upon  women,  that 
it  apfiears  the  time  which  they  muft  dc- 
||M|||^fhe  public,  muft  generally  be  at 
^^^^Bj^ce  of  neglefling  fome  of  thenu 
^||ie  time^  a  mother  JDhould  h»v€  a 
^k^^  iniiid 


vcH  iBformed^lb^t  (he  may  inftrufil 
iiildrens  bm  ihe  .pofieffioD  of  anyt 

fcience  will: sever  compenfate  for 
il  which  her  iieg|c&  of  them  will 
onr>  While  flie  is  .  perhaps  writin|^ 
iicatioiit  Ave  kayes  her  children  to 
ire  of  meroeiiaries;  and  while  &e 
ting  a  difleitadon  on  the  importance 
filling  her  duties,  it  is  another  wha 

perform  them,  for  her.  The  con- 
lion  continued  feme  time  on  this 
&;  and  in  the  evening,  they  arrived 
c  houfe  of  the  lady  who  had  given 
0  iu 

Jvina  beheld  a  woman  ftili  young, 
:  manners  appeared  fimple,  and 
converfation  not  the  leaft  above 
is  generally  termed  coitimon,  which 
lot  in  the  jeaft  coincide  with  her 
of  an  authorefs.  At  the  firft  intro- 
onflie  appeared  cold  and  didant,  but 
e  courfeof  the  evening  ihe  became* 
.aifable.  JiSaWina  received /e vera!  in- 
^  ^  ftance^ 
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ftances  of  her  partialhvy  which  zp\ 
to  be  oflFered  from  hdr  heart.  >  Wh( 
vas  from  fympathy  or  gratitude  otk 
part  of  Malvina)  fhe  could  not  afcetia 
but  ^(he  felt  a  preference  for  Mrt. 
Clare ;  and  the  next  morning  (he  y 
her  at  a  very  early  hour  in  the  paric 
where  they  converfed  with  an  i«ii 
which  does  not  often  refult  from  fotrai 
fient  an  acquaintance. 


Mrs,  St.  Clare  mentioned  her  prcdi* 
leQion  for  ftudy  and  retirement ;  and  her 
partiality  for  the  country,  and  all  tte 
pleafures  it  afforded;  but  never  men- 
tioned her  licerary  purfuits.  Malvcna 
ventured  to  mention  the  fubjefl.  A 
deep  bluih  overfpread  the  countenance 
of  Mrs.  St.  Clare,  and  hefitating  for  if 
moment,  file  faid,  I  amibrry  to  find  how 
very  difficult  it  is  to  prevent  the  world 
from  being  acquainted  with  our  follies; 
«very  one  is  fo  eager  to  know,  fo  capable 
in  their  own  opinion  to  difcern,  and.  (b 


lieady  to.idftiiilMitfadniilHtt  I  hfk 
doftCerojcd;  At  :ihat^ !  tk«n  I  am:  to  find  thH 
ytittihoold  hay  e  Ifeen  pit^udidtdMgwA 
n^^  before  ydiitbaAfecn  igie.^  Jt  reqiiiret 
flDlyfloJuiMr  jiouvtoiiAdlr^  repliftd 
Ifoivia^;  aofd  X  hftte  iiliwiid/ reproftche^d 
myfelf  for  k.   Ah  !  do  not  endeavour  4o 
deny  it,  faid  Mrs.  St.  Clare,  for  you 
^  vould  not  be  the  woman  I  think  you, 
if  you  have  not  difapproved  my  condud, 
unlefs  you  had  been  acquainted  with  the 
motives  which  occafioned  it« 

If  I  dare  take  fuch  a  liberty,  replied 
Malvina,  you  perhaps  might  attribute 
my  enquiry  to  curiofit^ ;  yet  believe  me, 
-Irhen  I  aflure  you,  that  the  intereft  you 
'^Cfe  infpired,  is  the  fole  caufe  which 
di'fiates  it.  Your  eyes  have  already  in- 
fonned  me  of  that,  replied  Mrs.  St. 
Clare,  fmiling,  and  there  is  no  occafion 
to  add  entreaties  to  induce  me  to  gratify 
you.  If  it  is  perfeQly  agreeable,  we 
will  retire  into  the  garden;  we  /haJl  be 
■  •41.  '  •  Icfs 


kfj  liabk  to  be  interrupted  Uitre. 

liiifipii^     «to  ?tlif  fao#afidf 

plejtfare,  and  £h«y  went  io  the  flinift 
^here  the  firft  budding  blofTomsi'  i 
pate  verdiuCi  btdjoft  begw  to  ikl 
•.tree*.  '  't' 

Hi  I     Via    »^^4lri  i    1  i.M  JJ, 


ohaf;  Vt 


.1  MUST  dnw  m  veil, 
^  Utu  Su  Olare,  over  {bme  particM* 
^  IMrhicb)'  on  my  retiring  from  the 
1  Vorid,  has  taught  me  to  love  folitude* 
!  Wcare  too  litde  acquainted^  for  you  to 
\  4wl  any  ple»fur6  in  hearing  my  refolu- 
f        4nd  il  is  almoft  intruding  in  me  to 
'peak  on  fuch  a  fubjeQ ;  and  though  the 
Preference  which  induces  to  this  confi- 
^Hce  would  jicqaire  fome  hours  to  ex- 
plaipitiij,  yd,  if  I  relate  fome  of  the 
S  particulars, 


78  MALVINA.  . 

particulars,  it  will  .l)e  only  to  juftify  tny* 
felf  from  an  imputation  which  you  have 
already  heardyajind=-  the.  xircumfiancei 
from  which  it  originated^  can  onlye^* 
cufe. 

You  muft  imagine^in  this  retiremciit|1(^'^ 
ought  to  have  fufficient  ^eifure  for 
amufement)  withour^faildreny  and 
duties  to  perform  that  intereft  me.  Dif^ 
gulled  with  the  wgrMf^.^pd  all  iu 
fures ;  never  could  the  remembrance 
it  afford  a  gleam  of  fatisfa^ion,  or  occ^i^ 
one  moment  of  my  retirement.  I  had  bitfc 
few  friends  with  whom  I  kept  iip  tii-iifoi^ 
macy,  and  was  never  troubled  with  thc  lft* 
trufion  of  vifitors.  I  was  therefore  to'fiiid 
refources  in  myfelf,  and  endeavoured  ia  j 
a  variety  of  ways  to  employ  that  feifu^M^'^j 
which  each   day  became  mcwe  inftf^^' 
portable  to  me.  .....       -  i» 

I  alternately  changed  them  ( fromr^'Av^ 
fine  art.s,  to  domeftic  .cares  j 

rural 
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rural  pleaTures,  to-  ferious  reading;  and 
I  thought  na  more  blame  could  be  at- 
tached to  my  pricing  a  few  things  which 
pleafed  my  fancy,  than  in  finging  or. 
playing  an  air,  or  painting  a  iandfcape.. 
Vet,  I  muft  acknowledge,  1  found  this- 
Mw  employment  very  feducing ;  it  was- 
<Ielig)itfui    to   pourtray  with  my  pen,, 
thofe  imaginary  pictures,  the  reality  of 
vhich,.!  bad  ibught  for  in  vain  in  the 
^orld.    And  if  L  indulged  myfelf  iu. 
^Iiai  which  moft  pleafed  my  tafte,  it  was 
^flfixnc  meafure,  giving  both  a  proof  of 
i^stndaifo  that  I  never  prejudiced  any 
I  really  think,  that  whether  a 
Ionian  writes  a  romance,  learns  a  fcience, 
^r  works  with  her  needle,  they  are  all 
"^arly  equal,  provided  flie  lives  in  ob- 
fcuriiy. 

Ii  is  not  the  employment,  but  the  ufe 
^liich  is  made  of  it,  that  ought  to  be 
^nfured.    If  fhe  can  amufe  her  friends 
tale  which  fhe  has  plQurcd  with  her 
E4.  pen, 
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pen,  no  one  has  t  right  to  cbndemii 
if  fhe  (lops  there :  bui  when  ihe  per 
it  to  be  printed,  fhe  then  publickl] 
knowledges  the  value  (he  thinks  it  me 
and  from  that  moment  (he  muft  dq 
upon  the  critics  feverity,  without 
pteafure  which  (he  had  received  1 
the  indulgence  of  friend(hip.  Befi 
in  laying  a  work  Open  to  public  inf 
tion,  not  only  the  book,  but  the  au 
muftfubmit  to  their  fiat. 

If  a  woman  mentions  the  foibles  ol 
fex,  they  are  attributed  to  herfelf ;  i 
paints  their  virtues,  (he  is  taxed 
arrogance;  and  it  is  univcrfally  fupp 
that  (he  only  delineates  the  pa(Iion 
her  own  heart,  and  thofe  (ituations  \i 
(he  has  peculiarly  remembered, 
many  dangers  does  a  woman  court,  y 
(he  undertakes  fuch  a  purfuit;  an( 
(hould  poffefs  an  uncommon  dcgrc 
temerity,  to  attempt  it* 


.  If  ALVINA.  8i 

Oh!  Heaven,  faid  Malvitia,  you  ap- 
pear to  know  and  feel  the  inconvenien- 
cei  attending  it,  fo  fenfibly,  that  I  will 
defift  from  enquiring  the  caufe  whick 
ku  induced  your  undertaking  this  pur- 
hit;  for  I  am  convinced  it  muft  be 
vciy  extraordinary ;  and  I  fhould  con- 
demamylelf,  in  requiring  you  to  reveal 
it  I  perfeBly  comprehend  your  deli- 
cacy, replied  Mrs.  St.  Clare,  and  it  places 
neqtite'  at  eafe,  for  I  have  gone  too 
fir>  by  wifiiing  to  explain  the  motives 
rfny  condud,  which  relates  to  a  fecret, 
fc  very  particular,  that  not  one  being 
living,  aot  even  my  father,  is  privy  to 
k. 

That  a  fufiicient  my  dear  madam, 
interrupted  Malvina,  let  the  fubjca  be 
bnded-  in  oblivion;  only  inform  me, 
♦by,  inftead  of  writing  romances,  yoir 
did  not  exercife  your  pen  on  more  ufe- 
fiil  fubjeds  ?  Becaufe  thofe  were  mod 
congenial  to  my  mind,  replied  Mrs.  St. 

E  5  Clare, 


&mUf  l  wtr  it«t*  dipftble  '0f  any  oebcr^^ 
and  1  iheughi  MmtoMs^^eie  oieft' 
culatcd  for  wc»me%  at  they  Jiegm  la 

them  as  foon  as  they  arc  fifteen.  Tl 
in  fome  meafure,  realize  them  at  twentyi!! 
mA  baving  nothing  bett«r  ta  employ  j 

belicTei  dMt  iPiiM^^  few  exccptioM'.^ 

great  writers^  who  have  diftinguiftcdl 
themfelves  in  this  line,  women  are  ibc| 
inoft  proper,  for  undoubtedly  liey  tm^ 
)imtm  ^idgi3kaif  •  anifoi^biid.  ^n4  40^ 
neate  all  the  ^^MxmBiailS&c^  oi  fentimemf  i 
which  is  in  fome  degree  the  hiftory  of 
their  lives;  vhile  it  is  aak«Kbf t £q^|; 
to  write  their  epifodes, 


'^llC&i  MA  Malvina^  fot  limji( 
talents  only  to  the  knowledge  of  it* 
fcribing  affeBion,  and  you  do  not  iina* 
gine  that  we  can  i^tain  any  thing  htgber^? 

be  a  fr€tet»M|ettl|^>liirf^  to 


uAtmwAi  m 

tapxchietr    But  «t  the  time,  I  do  not 
luowone;  for  .thofe  women  whofe  per^ 
^doDs-  ue  not  fuffidcntly  penetrating, 
t»r  vho'  cannot'conneft:  tbeir*  ideas,  can 
mierpoffieirs^nins^  This  truth  which 
laibcen  demonftrated  by  fads,  has  been 
iferibed  to      -  fauky*  education  which 
%»receive%*  For'^how  often- 'do  we  fee 
Miltoni  of  the^^ovefl^  parents,  of  the 
Wvcft  extradiony  furrounded  by  pre-* 
jvdicesy  withbui  any»  refources,  and  as* 
uvofarmed'asNWomen,  raife  themfelves 
^tbi  force  of  ' their  genius,  from  the 
PUtcft .  obfcurity ;  enlighten   the  age 
'l^live  in,  and  fearch  into  the  iminenfity^ 
^fuiurity.    Not  one  woman,   that  I 
l^veever  heard  of,  has  ever  ftept  in  fuch 
^original  path* 

But,  replied  Malvina,  from  the  mo- 
that  women  only  write  to  difplay 
*cir  talents,  would  it  not  bfroore  com- 
^dable  to  relinquifh  it,  and  confecrate 
Acmiblvcs  to  the  cares  and  duties  of  their 
z6  fex? 


ittt  iirtffWTfl^i 

h^t  remember,  I  d^iBiot.iillow my 
JUnitf  but  thofc  who  ait  ia  a  fimilar  fi 
ijjpn  with  myfelf  J  and  ihofe  will  be  \ 
ftw  io  number*  As  mivcs  and  mod 
iifiJ|iia}tes..iMiillltdteitliif^  pw 
nnt^fiTTi  lini  lirmmrtitir  ni\  tiiefr/ A 
trill  not  permit  tfactn  W  caplojr  tl 
time  in  works  of  imagination  ;  occiip 
kk  Ihe  ^jrevof  f ormijag  ^&|mnds  ofital 
they  Ihould  leave  others  the  power 
amufing  them,  and  recoUefl,  that  i 
fame  hand  which  can  form  a  (latue 
marble,  fhould  not  amufe  kfelf  m 
toys. 


CHA 


ITAtVfKA, 


CHAP.  YII. 


CtmiOSItT  not  OfiATlFI^Di 

In  fa  plcafing  a  converfa^ 
^  Mrs.  St.  Clare  had  nearly  forgot 
dut  her<  vifitors  might  be  waiting ;  and 
file  had  remembered  them,  ftie  was  of 
charafker  who-  would  have  negleded: 
when  in  confer fing  and  liftening, 
^  Malvioa,  of  whom  ihe  thought  fa 
^\y.   But  Malvina,  who  cou^d  never 
^gct  any  one,  and  who  thought  that 
^iHl&effrfhoald.  oblige  the  miftrefs  of  a 
^ly^  afiWell  as  politeneCs,  to  intereft 
j  K  . ,  herfeH 


hprieir  in  thefe  little  altentioni  whidr 
were  neceflary  to  her  friends;  -and  ihe 
intimated  to  Mrs.  St.  Clare  that  it  ficew^ 
late,  and  perfraps  Mrs.  Burton-mightibo^* 
furprifed  at  their  long  ab fence;  ftfe  ac-- 
quiefced  immediately  with  Malvtna^  and 
I  hey  returned  ta  the  hoirfe: 

They  found  the  party. all  aflcmbled  iw 
the  parlour;  and  they  had  been  waitiof: 
fome  time*.  Mrs.  Su. Clare  madei  a  tri& 
ling  apology,  with  an  air  of  coolnefsy 
which  Mrs.  Burton  received  in  the  fame 
manner,  adding,  without  doubt  Madame 
dc  Sorcy  had  found  it  very  agreeable,  at* 
{he  had  detained  Mrs^  St.^  Clare  entirely  * 
to  herfelf.    I  candidly-  confefs,  replied'* 
{he,  that  your  charming  coufin  is  the  caufe ' 
of  my  negligence,  and  I  have  ta  thanlii4 
her  for  reminding  me  of  the  iime,  or  I'^l 
might  have  entirely ^forgot-royfelf  in  htiA\ 
company.   But  I  imagine  .it.i»  not  necei^*; 
fary  to  explain  this;  fuch.  happy  fncMhul 
as  you  are,  that  have  the  felicity/of^ 
^  .  knowmg 


Inoviog  her,  as  (he  defcrves,  will  not 
b  iftoniflied  at  the  efiFed  Madame  de 
Sorcy  baa  produced  on  me  ? 

This  eulogium,  which  was  pronounced 
vi(h  energy,  ferved  to  i ncreafe,  indeed 
of  diminifhittg  Mrs.  Burton's  ill-'humour* 
Bot  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fcnwick,  attentive  to 
tTcry  thing  whieh  they  confidered  plea- 
b|  to  her,  and  coinciding  with  her 
Ofimoa  on  every  fubjeQ,  the  converfa- 
ibon  became  conftrained  and  tire- 
^one.   Ennui  appeared  in  the  counte- 
ttce  of  every  one;  and  Mrs.  Bt^rton, 
vho^had  at  firft  intended  to  fpend  a  fpw 
with  Mrs.  St.  Clare,  determined  .to 
liepart  the  next  morning.    Mrs.  St.  Clare 
endeavoured  by  every  perfuafion,  to  dc« 
ttia  them,  not  from  the  pjeafure  (he. 
iood  in  their  fociety,  hut  only^tbat  {be 
Bight  enjoy  Malvina's  fome  time  longer^ f 
tat  all  her  efforts  were  ufetefs — Mrs. 
brtonperfifted.in  going,  and  gaye  as  a 
Mmi  for  her  quick  departure,  that  h^r 
5l|f:»-  impatience; 


ifiafle  of  angoifii)'  and  I  havc'oiifciwd 
Skewife,  that  they  irfemblc  eack 
oilier  in  many  relpeds,  befides  ibofe 
Jon  bive  mentioiied.  Not*to  their  dis- 
llviDtage  I  hopct  faid  Mrs.  Barton; 
r  ktve  ever  poffeffed  the  applanfe  of 
votld,  therefore  no  one  can  fi^x>lc 
fiie.  Mr9w  Burton  £d  not  nake- 
fidrdier  enquiries;  and  Milk.  SL 
chttiged  the  converfation. 

If  toanfient  as  this  difeontfe  had: 
I  it  a£e6bd  Malvina.   What  wonldT 
;  have  given  for  a  folotion  of  Mrs. 
ire^s  evaGve  anfwers.   ^ow  inach 
^ed  to  be  alone  with  her,  that  (he 
\  have  an  opportunity  of  introducing 
3jei^;  but  how  coutd  (he  dp  .  Ais^ 
Mir  giving  her  caufe  to  fufpeCl  the 
.  Ihe  took  in  it  berfelf?   In  Ihbrl, 
confequence  was  it  to  her^^  to 
sft  herfelf  in  the  union  of  Sir  Ed- 
and  Lady  Marjp  Summcrhill;  oc 

to 


MALVI3IA. 

io%;3i  to  develope  the  infinuatioiuof 
N!ii«Sl  Clare! 

Had  fhe  not  detennined  in  her  awi|| 
r^isd,  that  a  man  of  fuch  a  charaflef 
c.d  not  dcfcrvc  to  occupy  hec  thougbtiV 
though  vhiic  thinking  this,  Ihe  leIdo||k!] 
thought  of  any  thing  eUe».and  it  aSP€||U 
cd  as  if  flkc  felt  a  pleafure  in  lecoUcAUH 
bxs  vices,  that  (he  migjbt  have  an  ezcvM| 
for  continuing  to  remember  him;  affP 
preferred  painting  him  in  the  moft  odioitf> 
colours,  than  entirely  to  forget  biou    .  ) 

Kotwithftanding  all  her  rcfolutionai  r  . 
fecret  inflin£k    prompted  her  to  feck 
every  opportunity  of  being  alone  ifid^ 
Mrs.  St.  Clare^  but  in  vain,  for  MrSij 
Fenwick)  curious  and  intruding,  ncTC(, 
left  them  all  the  day,  and  (he  was  oblige^ 
to  retire  in  the  evening,  without  having, 
fati^fied  tbofe  fiirmifes  which  gave  fuch. 
pain  to  her  heart. 


The 
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The  M^t  movning  fte  ^it  at  her 'win^' 
<bv  it  dajr-breftky  impalieritty  Waitihg; 
dtt  time  which  wbuld  aflenible  the  family 
Agdftef**  -  As  Tobn  as  fluf  thought  her 
it^)earijrice  in  the  paHoiir  would  liof  be 
eeftSleftd  litigular,  Ihe  went  down,  but 
Mfd^helt^atitiifettinjg  it  iii  order,  afid 
ttl7^-  6fofe  fiot  up.   She  th^fefore 
IMM  iiftorihie  gardeh/and  waUed  Mar' 
^anhour  (rather  impatiently)  before' 
W  friend  joined  her.    I  icnow  that  you 
I'M  beeti  an  early  tifer,  faid  (he,  and 
thiii  to  thfe  amiable  and  inte^ 
eagenefs  oF  yobr'  reiepUon,  and 
thbfe  particular  looks  of  ^  furprile,  I 
Miteked  yefterday^  ahd^youf  expreffive 
Mgh  filent  wi(h  to  f][)eali  to  me ;  alt 
th  iHows  me  10  Imagine  that  y oil  have 
Hielhiiyg  to  (ay  to  me— anl  I  deceived'  in  • 
Jf'conjeauresf  '     '  -'^ 

Thii  qiteftion  prevented  Malvinafrom 
iking  the  fd  much  defired  iinquify/ 
irs»  St.  Clare'i  remarks  convinced  her 
':i   ■  .  tha^ 


that  if  ihe iateiTogated>h^r;  jn  *f!t%«lit'l i 
Sir  £4mQ9.4f     yop^.-))f.:1^  ll 

£erred  continuing  filcnty  ra(her  iha  t 
expofe.  hferfelf  to  this  furpicioa.  rSt 
therefore  replied  in.,  an  .;Cy^v^  mmn 
and  qntered  intp  onC;pf  tbpGv4ifa8ra«lW 
Goover(«t:ioos  witere  fpffiiljft  o.p5^ 
Other  M>}§&  but .  that  .iNhieli  M^MM 
the  hearts.  *; 

'  They  iverc  foon  joined^  by  Mrs» 
^icky  to  vrhom  the:  pleafitig-  ideaa>c 
leaving  the  prcfent  fociety,  aitd  porfaq 
arriving,  ^t.  Edinbucgh^  ,that.  day,  hi 
aM^akened  eacly  for-the  fkft'  time  v^Im 
l^cw.  She  eagerly.ha^ened  to  th^mi  |hi 
they- inigljt  he :  fponer  rea^dy^tto  ftiQW 
Mfsr.  Qar?  very  cafily.  pfMI»l« 
into  the  mind  o£  this  lady,  apd  thougl 
i(^only  natural  at  her  age,  that  (he  fhoni 
b^  fond  of  pleafure.  Therfe  MCt^ 
dpubtj  (he  added,  buw  the  nrntriagC'^ 
Sk  .£dcnoj:id  will  prod^e  ballj  asd  jia 

tertainment 


Ml  dF'«T«fy  fiiAd;  and  yoil 
•erfof&l-adVftiitagei  fufficiem  M 
9f  llfe:  lti6ft^1Mllitot'or6aine 

■i.  ....  -i 

bat  is  till  I  ^iOi,  Taid  Mrs.  Ten^ 
:h  giddiners  ;.!  fhall  notbe  fatii* 
OQC  i  1ee^}plfe  *  laH  .ttid'  .wioineii  an 
ih;  panic lilariy  -  'tllat  *odiolH 
try.  Why  do  you  ^i{h  to  do 
d  Mrs.  St.; Clare  4  Do  you  envy 
honor  <of  having  fixed  Sir  £d- 
J  do  not  know  that  "fiie  has  any 
0  be  .proud  of  futh  'an  honor^ 
^rs.  Fenwicic,  from  the  manner 
•be  laft  mentioned  her  to  me,  I 
rinced  -that  her  fortune  is  the 
ffi  which  attracts  him. 

your  fuppofition  very  erroneous, 
replied  Mai vina,  fharply,  for  of' 
lUlts  with  which  Sir  Edmond  is 
ed,  I  have  never  heard  him  ac- 
'  being  int^eflcd )  and  it  appears' 

10  • 
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to  me  on  the  contraryy  |hat  a:9fb^!fQMi 
rofiiyjs  the  peculiar  tcajCiPr  k»  ciMM 

t^r.  Do  yo}iMmyfi^WrJi^r4mliM 

Mr^.St.  Clare,  rather  amaze^r  Qm  ]ifM 
doubt  it  ?  replied  Mrs.  Fenwick,  ironic 
callyj  from  the  maaner  in  ^hidk  Qif/taf 
drawn  him,  (hould  you  not  hav.e;  gu^flM 
i t.  y^ai .  dqne  by  a  f ricn4  ?T-y»f  ^  kAl^^ivai 
de  jSprcy  knows  him  very  jwell  i  [tlMj 
ha.ve  pafled  nearly  three  months  togediel 
this  winter,  at  Mrs.  Burton's. 

But  the  ouly  thing  which  aftonifhes 
me,  is,  ibat  notwiihitanding  tlie  cbann^ 
of  this  lady,  and  the  diftinguiftied  regard 
ilie  has  for  him,  and  the  peculiar  faisicy. 
which  he  has  for  women,  that  (he  di4; 
not  fix  him  for  one  moment  ferioufly^* 
Is  it  not  true,  my  dear,  that  he  was  only* 
jetting,  when  he  fpoke  to  you  of  love? 
at  leaA  he  told  me  fo.  -  Mrs.  St.  Clare 
pretended  not   to  obferve  the  diftreb 
which  Malvina  appeared  in,  at  this  aC;^ 
count;,  and  addreffing  ^}Ais.  Fen^ricki^ 


(befikidi  I  am  fure  he  could  not  have 
dired  to  Tpeak  (6  her  in  jeft.  Sir  Edmond 
awftknow  her  better  -  than  to  feel  at  his 
\  eife  near'  Madame  de  Sorcy;  and  he 
on^t  to  have  felt  that  the  general-  lover 
of  all  .women  Ihould  never  be  her's. 
Her  charaAer  reminds  me  of  thofe  verfes 
lh?e  read  in  fome  poet — I  have  forgot 

Wht,  (hall  I  fu|>port  fuch  a  degradation, 
Among  a  crowd  ?  iliall  I  difpute  for  my  lover? 
No,  y  heart  difdains  a  frivolous  admirer, 
He  who  does  oot  know  fo  pure  a  feotiment. 

The  manner  in  which  Mrs.  St.  Clare 
^htd  tbefe  lines,  gave  Malvina  plea- 
'we  (I  am  very  fond  of  poetry,  faid  (he, 
»|Iad  to  change  the  fubjeft)  particularly 
[uit  ii  fpoken  with  feeling  and  animatioa 
[•HI  if  then  mufic  to  the  foul.   If  you  ap- 
f  prove  them,  replied  Mrs.  St.  Clare,  looking 
^.tther  attentively,  I  will  repeat  you  a  few 
aore  lineS|  which  lyill  pleafe  you  dill 
a6re. 

On 


1^6  If  ALiriNA*  • 

On  hearing  thefe  y^rfes,  MidvlMi  c»i. 
Iperienccd  n  j>«<:^lia^f9ll(Mi9ft<«f  r^ifab 
^oppr^Qi  her  heart,  wfdiowi  danAg  Mi j 
fearfrh  into  the  caufe,  or  know  why . 
felt  it.   She.  foand  it  was  impoffibk 
^fw^r  Mrs«  St.  Clare ;  and  at.  lhey  wc 
near  the  houfe,  Ihe  haftily  eiiter»d> 
From  that  mpmept^  her  hofteb. 
melancholy,  flie  looked  at  Malvina : 
the  moft  tender  foHcitude,  and  fcarcelfl 
paid  any  attention  to  what  was  addrefled 
to  herfclf. 

Breakfaft  being  finifhed,  the  carriages 
were  brx;>ught  into  the  court-yard,  and 
in  a  few  minutes,  Mrs.  Burton  rofe  tB 
go,  as  :they  were  all  ready.  Mrs.  St* 
Clare  took  the  opportunity  <of  4bej| 
taking  leave,  to  approach  Malvina,  ,wli^ 
ftood  motionlefs  by  the  fire,  and  preiting 
her  in  her  arms,  fhe  whifpered,. 
I  have  guefled  right,  how  I  jHty  yoo, 
how  much  do  I  regret  the  not  hav 
fpoken  to  you.   Why  cannot  you 

fci* 


Tent  to  remaia  helre,  it  would  perhaps  be 
aQ  afylam  againft  the  dangers  vhicb  you 
do  not  forefee.  Yet  jnft  now,  probably 
i{  might  appear  whimfical,  or  capricious : 
bot  will  you  proiQife  me  (if  any-^Aing 
hoidd  occur  that  may  induce -you  to 
ict?e  JBdinburghy  before  Mts.  Burton 
^afet  to  quit  it)  that  you  will  come' 
berCt  And  wait  her  arrival  ? 

MaWina  afTared  Her  ihe  would;  and 
returned  her  many  acknowledgments 
For  the  intereft  fhe  exprefled  in  her  weU 
fkrC)  and  bidding  her  a  laft  adieu,  fhe 
was  hurrying  to  the  carriage,  when  Mrs. 
Bl  Clare  faid,  with  an  air  of  confufion, 
Ihave  one  more  favor  to  requeft,  which 
L  that  you  will  not  inform  Sir  Edmond 
Ibatlhave  ever  mentioned  him;  and  I 
ktieat  you  will  not  queftion  him  on  any 
■iDg  relative  to  me  ?  Malvina  promifed 
■conform  to  all  (he  required,  though 
Bcompanied  with  a  look  of  aftonifhment, 
■Ucb  might  be  tranflated  that  Ihe  con^ 
mi  9  fidered 


tiradi  md  if  tliey  were  |aet  vifi 
1%  hidf  k  gone  CKit  ^widt  ]hi^«.  Fen 
tfepKed  thfe  ittwda  but  Madame  de  Sow 

iMjfeeli^? 


IfQfain  call  another  time*   Certaiidy  i 
Vina  did  not  defirc  to  fee  him,  as 
idea  of  it  only  had  occafioned  a  tremor; 
and  ihe  would  have  undoubtedly  avoided 

fhe  was  at  home,  and  alone;  what  cddi 

fhe  furmifc  from  fuch  behaviotffl 
Could  file  now  doubt  of  his  indifference; 
and  did  it  not  ap^pear  that  he  wiihcd 

•  r>  !  • 
What  infuppor tabic  wretchcdi 
that  inomcnt  opprefTcd  her  heart; 
part  of  which  ^arole  from  the  conyif 

four  lUf  hAm^  imBm^,^ 


She  wept  hitterly,  but  fudden* 
criiig  herieir,  and  wiping  away 
k|  flie  exclaimed,  ah!  Sir  £d- 
Ni  4if  ye^r  deiign  by  pmtett^ 

ne  your  viSim,  and  enjoy  my 
vcfs,  your  intctrnuii  has  not 
^0SipHQicd|   for  1  am  perfe£lly 

loVtoA  (bon  *ft^jr  rcturtcd,  ac- 
id by^  a  young  gentleman  of  a 
afiiig  figure^  though  there  v^as 
g  forbidding  and  contemptuous 
^nner.  On  feeing  Malvina,  he 
I  furprifed^  and  faluted  her  with 
[>eft.  This  lady,  faid  he  to  Mrs. 
is  certainly  the-amiable  relation 
>u  have  mentioned;  I  am  certain 
•  will  be  charmed  with  her  ac- 
ccs.     My  coufin  will  be  much 

by  fuch  a  favor,  replied  Mrs. 
looking  at  Malvina,  with  an  ex- 

which  defired  fhe  would  con- 
F  3  firm 


lOa  MALViNA, 

firm  the  afTertion  ;  but  not  receiving  my 
aniwer,  ihc  added,  with  fome  afperiiyi 
4mi<j^q<|  ]ioi  kaow^  it  U  mf 

SumiDerhiUt  who  I  lam  .^M^^l 
introduaiigta  youf 


Ai  I  hope  umm^^m^^f^mm 

tb^  entertainment  my  uncle  is  preparingf^ 
faid  Lord  Stanhope^  and  as  I  make  n9 
doubt  the  honor  of  dancing  with 
i^lm^Mfyfiitd^  mdf  I  be  {wtmiite 

'l^f^  ihu  I  may  iigt  be  anticipated^ 
a  rival  ?    Excufc  me,  my  lord, 
Malvjaa,  but  a$  I  do  not  intend  m 
qoent  any  cnterlainiiients  during, 
ftcift  ftfty  I  lli^  malte  «f  > 
Gannot  therefore  accept  your  veryj 
invitation.    On  faying  this,  fhe  refpcft' 
fully  bowed,  and  left  the  room.  Whim* 
fical^  perhaps^  replied  Lord  Stanbo^ 


fOB^  TOO  diuft  prevail  upon  her  to  ac^ 
f»mpany  you  to  my  uncle's — abfolucely 
yott  muft.  I  wiOi  to  be  acquainted  with 
fach  a  woman.  Heaven  confound  me, 
iflhave«vcr  (een  one  who  interefted 
me  fo  much* 

Yott  do  my  coufin  infinite  honor^  my 
lord)  replied  Mri.  Burton^  and  I  promife 

nic  all  my  powers  to  engage  her  to 
«ccpt  your  very  flattering  invitatit)n, 
bat  though  (he  U  naturally  gentle^  yet  (he 
i<  very  opiniated  in  feme  particulars, 
siuch  makes  her  appear  rather  unpo^ 
lifted,  and  her  difpofition  rude.  So 
«ttch  the  better,  interrupted  Lord  Stan- 
itope,  lau;ghing,  I  know  nothing  fo  fe- 
eing a»  thefe  fcornfiil  beauties,  Vhen 
«t  know  how  to  tame  them. 

Take  care,  my  lord,  faid  Mrs.  fiurton, 
(he  is  not  one  of  thofe  that  can  a£led 
upon  in  that  manner;  .'(he  is  a  relation 
af  my  own,  and  a  woman  of  condition, 
F  4  which 
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which  ought  to  place  her  '%eyoild 
reach  of  any  but  honorable  MteB!] 
Go,  go,  Mrs.  Burton,  replied  Lbfd  S« 
hope,  with  an  air  of  fuperiority,  wb 
is  never  foTnragreeable  aa  when  it  wil 
to  appear  affable ;  only  give  me  an 
portunity  of  feeing  her  frequently,  1 
I  may  appear  as  amiable  to  her,  as  ft 
handfome,  and  then  I  am  at  liberty ; 
know,  and  who  can  ai\fwer  for  the  futii 
perhaps  I-  may  be  deftined  to  double 
alliance  with  your  family.  But  I  c 
jure  you  to  go  to  her,  and  endeav 
to  prevail,  that  I  may  have  her  anf 
before  I  leave  you. 

Mrs.  Burton,  ready  to  facilitate 
w^ifk'es  of  Lord  Stanhope,  and  eh 
with  the  hope  of  contributing  to 
aggrandizement  of  her  family,  hurrie 
M^bvina.  You  cannot,  my  dear, " 
'M9k  Burton,  drfpenfe  with  appearinj 
my  Lord  StafflFord's  entertainment; 
tfroin  being  introduced  to  the  cham 


crea 


oettBse  wBo  10  foon  to  cdnffcitute  one 
ist my  fmily.  I  have  a  prerentimcDt  in 
year  hrotf  fhat  ibe  will  be  anxious  to 
commence  an  acquaintance  with  you. 

Milvina  wiflied  to  excufe  herfelf,  by 
in^ating^L  that  entertainments  neither 
ttled  her  tafte,  or  her  filuation. .  But^ 

!  I  entreat  that  you  will  not  refufe  me,  re- 
fKed  'M#s.^  Burton,  for  I  have  promifed 
fcpyou,  and  Lady « Mary  will  expeft 
yoiu  If  it  is  your  earned  defire,  inter- 
nipted  -  Malvina,  perhaps  I  would  ac-  - 
Wicfce  to  oblige  you;  but,  to  fatisfy  Lady 
Mary  j  whim — You  have  refolved  then 
to  difoblige  mc,  replied  Mrs.  Burton,  . 

fcaftily  ?  and  I  obferve  that  you  conceal, . 

ttndcr  the  veil  of  gentlenefs,  a  very  per- 

tcrfc  difpofition.    It  is  very  unfoFtunate, . 

ihe  continued,  and  clafping  her  hands, 

that  one  ntfver  can  prevail  or  obtain  any . 

Aing  of  fome  people. 


It 


iVhich  thTS 
ions  that  ibk 
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It  II  becaufe  ikefc  kind  of  people 
replM  Mglvinat  that  are  (q  d^mtm^ 
in  their  f$fi|ibUfyi44»pJA<¥^^ 
immedialcljr  ,lo- 

obliging  entreaty.    Mrs,  Burton  wsftl 
pfifed  at  the  manner  in  which  thii 
fftjid;  for  flic  was  unconfcious 
vatw^  beari  wis,  ftiftrcflied 
iii0n4'«  ^oda&i  a9il  tbe 
noticed  Ski  Lady  Mary's  f^te,  had  gives 
a  degree  of  arperity  to  her  naturally  iVeet 
difporuion.     So  far  from  offending) 
hid  »  wntrary  effed  on  Mrs.  3ti 

tefiKtiNsthe  fooneft  overcome,  wben 

meet  wiih  rcfiftance,  and  fubmit  to  ft^ 
rity^  when  gemlenefs  could  have 

Mrs.  Burton  again  made  ufe  of  everf 
perfuaGon;  and  Malvina^  forry  that  fhi 
had  appeared  tU-humoured}  was  coaIV 
quently  obliged  to  yield  ^o  her  coiiit|| 


jfiifdiir'i^dnrar  not  to*  take  place  for 
d^days,  MalTina  obtained  penniflion 
ttpiTf  the  intennediate  time  [without 
*ffming  in  public.  Her  reafon  for 
tliis  was,  not  merely  to  gratify  her  own- 
ttfte  for  retirement,  and  her  duty  of  at* 
tending  Frances,  but  rather  to  fatisfy 
fenlation  of  pride,  by  letting  Sir  Edmond^ 
kov  that  (he  did  not  earen  wiOi  to  fec^ 

forfcveral   days,.  Mrs.  Burton  and^ 
Wrj,  Fenwick  were  continually  from* 
kofflC;  they  never  faw  Malvina  but  at 
tibk,  and  that  time  was  generally  em*- 
P'oyed  in  converfing  of  what  they  had' 
^n.   Mrs^  Fenwick  in  particular,  was 
Bcverttired  of  fpeaking  on  pleafures  fo 
congenial   to  her  tafte.    Malvina,  who* 
bd.hoped  by-  hot  mixing  with  the  world,- 
4at  flie  might  have  enjoyed  the  fame- 
repofe  at  Edinburgh  as  (he  had  expe- 
HCRCed  at  Burton-Hall,  perceived  at  the 
(sd.of  a  few  days,  how  little  the  folitude* 
r  6  oil 


ef  a  city  was  to  be  compared  with 
of  the  country.  There,  her  diftance  J 
fociety  occaiioncd  her  entirely  to  forg 
It,  or,  if  noeiiliieraii  n:yfm  mly  lo  ip^ 

ktcd  fanfcif J  that  flie 


^  a  cilyi  renileff  at  Ikbte  to  faave 
taMHtwUitf  di^iirbed,  by  lieariltg  of  ( 
liAfut  plcarures,  and  obfcrving  the  un- 
iMttking  giddinefs  which  they  occaGon 
Sfaaiffijliifiiig  prailtoiifccy  give  rife) 

unearmefs;  and  wheiI'm  bQBr  the  fomd^ 

of  mirth  and  rejoicing  around  us^  oiif 
folitude  appears  only  a  namd^  and  ibc 

tbalils  ifieiltifc^^fifie  and  tra^foM.- 


The  hours  had  ccafed  to  paft  i0hh  i 
Bfnal  rftpidity-^^with  M«lfmaj  herocea 
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pitioM  ibid  loft  their  charms^  and  Hhe 
could  not  mbftiaft  herfelf  from  the  noife 
tti  harry  which  furrounded  her.  Not 
a  perfon  entered  the  houfe,  but  Ihe  lis- 
tened attentiiiiely  to  hear  who  it  was. 

Fancying  fhe  knew  the  fiep  of  Sir  £d« 
MDd,  her  anxiety  prevented  her  from 
fiuag  on  any  other  idea,  and  ihe  could 
■ot  hear  him  come  up  ftairs  without  a 
teiaor;  in  Ihort,  the  fear  of  meeting 
^  and  the  uncertainty  Ihe  was  under, 
«i  account  of  the  motive  which  kept 
^  from  wifhing  to  fee  her,  accompa- 
lied  by  a  defire  to  know  if  he  had  ever 
mentioned  her,  was  the  continual  fubje6l 
rfher  thoughts.  In  thefe  moments,  (he 
fcquently  regretted  the  lofs  of  Mr. 
^or.  It  was  from  him  that  (he  became 
acquainted  with  many  particulars  reia- 
ive  to  Sir  Edmond,  while  Mrs.  Burton 
wd  Mrs.  Fenwick  feemed  carefully  to 
iToid  mentioning  him  in  her  prefence. 

As 


poffibly  avoid  it.  Soon  after  this  < 
mination,.  fhe  was  fent  for  by  Mrs. 
ton  aixl  Mrs.  Fenwiclc,  to^  affi-ft;  i; 
choice  of  fomc  ^head  drefles,  wbicl 
milliner  had  brought  for  their  infpei 
Not  having  any  plaufihlc  motive  fo 
Dying,  fhe  fent  word  ibe  would  va 
them,  but  as  foon  as  &e  had  givei 
pronvife,  the  idea  of  meeting  Sin£di 
created  fuch  an  agitation^  that  ker^ 
tenance  appeared  changed ;  a(hami 
feeling  fo  much,  (he  wifhed  for  more 
to  collefi  hcrfelf^  but  this  was -vain 
the  more  fhe  reflefied  on  this  inter 
the  more  her  agitation  increhfed  < 


If^VIMA*  ail 

^.Itiflbe  wai  psflSing  through  an  adjacent 
com  10  go  to  Mrs.  Burton,  Ihe  obferved 
a  vomao  who  appeared  to  be  in  the  mid- 
dling rank  of  lile,  and  mrbofe  counte- 
oifice  was  very  prepo(feffing,  weeping 
bitterly..  She  inftantly  went  to.her,  and, 
vitb  an  air  of  infinite  goodnefs,  enquired 
4e  caiUe  of  .Jier  afflidion.    Ahl  ma* 
^  faid  flie,  I  came  here   with  the 
Iwpe  that  Mrs.  Burton  would  have  aflifted 
K«  I  was  told  (he  is  benevolent!  but 
lays  ihe  has  done  fo  much  for  the 
fooF— and  Heaven  knows  I  did  not  come 
^  alk  charity^  I  only  intreated  her  to 
to  my  Lord  Stanhope.    And  what 
bafiners  can  you  have  with  Lord  Stan* 
bope?  aiked  Malvina.    Ah!  madam,  you 
Ve  very  good  to  wilh  to  be  informed  of 
k;  if  all  the  perfons  in  this  houfe  had 
iiich  a  heart  as  your*s,  I  (hould  not  have 
been  repulfed  with  fo  much  harflinefs. 

Have  they  all  treated  you  equajty^tt^ 
iaid  Malvina^  with  ifome  uneafinefs^  fear- 
ing 


11$: 


ing  Sir  Edmond  was  of  the  nuTDbf 
Mrs.  Burton^  madam,  rang  the  bell, 
reprimanded  the  fervants  for  pcrmi 
ftiif  ttf  fo^M^It^tdffi£m^%  ymugi 
HMto  ^  wis^  ct^liifed  in  *  eboofing .  C 
without  deigning  to  look  at  me^  ray  J 
Stanhope,  to  whom  I  willied  to  adi 
myfelf,  repulfedme  with  haughtinefs, 
ling  me^  thfe  ^ii'i^F  Mtiiige^i^cq^ 

room,  when  a  young  gentleman,  * 
blefs  him,  came  up  to  me,,  and  -  1 
put  this  in  my  hand  ((hewing  a  note 
ten  pounds)  afked  for  my.dire&ion^: 
promifed  to  take  care  of  me.  Well, 
good  woman,  faid  Mai  Vina,  her  heart 
lieved  by  this  laft  fentence ;  has  not 
geherofity  oF  this  young  nian  eafed  y 
difthefs  ?  Certainly,  madam ;  bat  I 
notknow  when  I  (hall  fee  him;  and  a 
to-morrow,  we  muft  be  fent  away^  h 


X  mean — who  will  fend  you  zH 


W 


m^A^M  t  let  ready  fitrnilhed 
ill  a  home  which  belongs  to  my 
lopCf  ahd  it  is  fituated  in  a 
|iKft^^  ef  the  town ;  I  have 
pisisi  ft.  livelihood  by  it,  and 
Ht  up  a  large  family.  —  For  this 
I  my  lotti's  fteward,  Mr.  Bingham, 
ili  lei  me  renew  the  leafe  of  this 
«ifteiv|ne  to  quit  it,  that  he 
'hnt  it  fot  Ids  nephew.  But,  as  I: 
l^&e  hopes  aF  tf^ntinuing  in  it,  I  have 
^  at  the  expehce  of  mkny  repairs,. 
*§fcK  they  refufe  to  pay  me  for;  fo  that 
^w,  both  myfclf  and  my  poor  childrcov 
*3lbc  ruined. 

Be  comforted,  my  good  woman,  faid 
^Ivina,  affe€lionately ;  fince  Lord  Stan- 
^>c  IS  with  my  coufin,  I  promifc  you, 
Aoagh  I  fcarcely  know  him,  to  fpeak  in 
yottr  favour.  Mrs.  Moody,  much  af. 
feftcd  by  fuch  kindnefs,  took  MalVirii*i 
fcrnd,  and  prefled  it  to  her  lips.  Juft  at 
dus  inftant,  Sir  Edmond  came  out  of  the 

room 


iriiCfC,,Mf%  Burton  was;  and  f! 
ing  Malvina,  he  ftarted ;  but  recoveri 
Jumfeir^  he  only  bowed  with  much  cop 


Mai  vina  remained  motionler^ — To  ina 
dilfarent  thoughts  and  renfauons  ^ 

«hiflg  elf«L.;  Itumitot  merely)^ 
indifFe fence  which  ftie  remarked  in  1 
behaviour  of  Sir  Edmond,  but  a  pel 
liar  degree  of  unpolitenefs^  which  1 
could  noi  account  tor.  Not  to  fpeak 
her^  and  to  leave  the  room  at  the  ta 
he  knew  fhe  was  coming  down  to  M 
DuTton.  Wa«  trhere  not  a  degree  of 
Coience  in  fuch  behaviour  ?  And  did 
Qjot  appear  as  if  he  wifhed  her  to  in 
^ne  that  he  had  authority  to  treat  1 
a$^  he  pleafed?  And  what  could  ba 
given  him  this  licence  ?  And  was  it  i 
degrading  in  her  to.  allow  him«  to  {H 
jQeive  tbjttt  flie  would  put  up  with  it  ?; 


ReOejW 


fteicAiqt  tfaui  pafled^  (he 

Rcdlefiedf  with  feme  confufion,  thofe 
Aomenu  of  kindnefs  (for  ffae  termed 
Aem  lb)  when  fhe  had  lei  hixn  perceive 
Ac  intereft  (he  felt  towards  hkn.  The 
diffatisfa&ion  (he  experienced  on  her 
kiTidg  diftinguiffied  him^  and  alfo  in  bc- 
iig  deceived  by  the  pretended  preference 
vUch  he  had  endeavoured  to  mskc  her 
iippofe  he  had  felt,  while  at  Borton-Hall, 
^ttenuttly  prefled  upon  her  heart,  and 
^••fci  it  with  bitiernefs.  Certainly  her 
mdaiiiy  had  not  efcaped  the  foperciiU 
OQieyes  of  Sir  Edmond;  and  might  Oie 
W  joftly  fear  that  he  had  made  a  jeft  of 
*tf^And  it  wai  certainly  [to  undeceive 

that  he  aQed  at  prefent  wiih  fuch 
tBarked  coolneik.  What  an  agonizing 
Uea,  for  fach  a  delicate  and  dignified 
Kind  as  Malvina's  I 

^  She  remained  abforbed  by  thefc  dis- 
^ffing  fenfations,  when  Mrs.  Fenwick 
•ppcared.  ~  Ah  !  what  are  you  doing 
i"  there? 


Hie '  ei£cl&lii(fdft-^I  am  come 
fcNbli  you — we  have  been  wailing  Hofl 
for  yoii.   Thefe  words  rccalkd  MaM 

''*You  witi  never  bq  iiMa  to  gucf^,  m 
itm,  if  yott^'vtei^W'tff  fftrfififtf  y«ti 

ii^diiM 

Madanie  Ae  Sbrcy  to  nWk«^a^^*wMll 
fong.  Will  yoLi  believe,  that  I  found  hi 
tete  a^t^te,  in  the  anti-thambcr  If ilh  tli 
crying  old  woman  who  carhe  to  pUg^ 
us  a  little  while  ago.  That  does  not  fw 
^rifc  me,  replied  Mrs.  Bunoti,.irohieaH) 
for  I  have  long  know«  that^y^  cdufl 
has  a  pfecuUar  regard  for  fufch  kitrf  c 
people..  ^  '  ^ 

Say  rather,  madim,  replied  Malvini 
with  a  little  afperity,  iHat  if  T  do  ife 
any  pleafure  in  itj  I  am  perfeftly  # 
tain  Iifliall  not'  deprive  ah^ .  one-  hcf*^ 


Aidiaibljcitjr.  :  You  certainly  muft  ima* 
ginci  replied  Mrs.  BiKton,  colourings 
%t  there  is  no  perfon  .but  yourfelf  who 
Isoowi  how  to  liften  to  the  complaints  of 
the  uohappy  P  Is  that  the  requeft  of  old 
Moody,  that  Madame  de  Sorcy  is  fo  par* 
<icttlarly  interefted  in  ?  interrupted  Lord 
Sunhope.  If  that  is  the  cafe,  fhe  could 
llp^htve  chofen  a  better  advocate;  and 
W&ediately,  without  knowing  her  wilhes, 
I  will  give  orders  that  all  &e  re- 
^Buaihall  be  granted. 

Bat  I  tliought,  my  lord,  replied  Mai- 
(he  bad  explained  to  you  all 
^  (he  wifhcd  to  obtain.  Faith,  k  may 
^  fo,  faid  Lord  Stanhope;  but  may  I 
^ic  if  I  liftened  to  one  word  fhe  faid  to 
IDC;  for  thefe  old  figures  make  fuch  ugly 
faces  when  they  are  crying,  that  I  always 
tarn  away  when  they  begin. 

Good  God!  my  dear,  when  will  you  have 
jdone  with  that  tirefome  conference  ?  faid 

Mrs. 


Mrs.  Fen  wick  >^ome  and  took  at 
there  charming  things;  fliewing  her  re-* 
ircral  head  drefTes. — Here  is  a  cap  for  l 
ball — is  it  not  encbajiting?   But  jptttt^ 

^vtdg  lieK  one  in  a  very  iMiitlifte. 

Malvina  took  it;  and  ihongh  fo  mi 
occupied  with  different  thoughts, 
rnhk^^iOiiBim^^  mi  bei 

ti!fNl  ^^g|^^        &e  g»w  it  fo 
ful  an  appearance,  that  Mrs-  Fenwid 
was  mortified.    Certainly,  faid  flie,  mak' 
ipg  like  wife  £ome  alterationa  in  ane  af 
life  taps,  yAtftMHHifc  !iftl<if  mdcrity 

Irjil^lte  fern  fa  the  patty  to-inorrow« 

.  What  party  ?  enquired  Malvina.  Vh 
bpMe^f  IkoiMed  a  trip  to  the  guljilivof  Edkl^ 
buf^,  iatd  Xord  Stanfaopei  that  Mn, 
Fenwick  may  view  the  Tea;  and  I  hope 
I  fliall  be  permitted  the  honor  of  tateing 
you  in  my  phaeton,  I  &aU  go  with  fO% 
UU  ,  coufi! 
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coafio,  faid  Mrs.  Burton;  obrerving  that 
Ac  beliuted — ^Malvina  then  replied  that 
file  would  go  with  pleafure ;  and  vent  to 
the  milliner  to  make  choice  of  a  hat. 
UtL  Fenwick,  leaning  towards  her,  faid^ 
k  a  whifper,  you  are  to  go  with  'Lord 
Stanhope,  becaufe  Sir  Edmond  has  in- 
fifted  that  I  Ihall  accompany  him  in  the 
^ton'  in  which  he  ukes  Lady  Mary; 
tod  he  appeared  fearful  that  they  would 
im  have  oflPered  you  a  place,  as  he  cer- 
tubJy  feemed  averfe  to  have  you  with 
iim.  Was  it  not  whimfical  P 


No  really,  replied  Malvina,  with  an 
iflumed  calmners;  he  has  many  reafons 
U>  think  your  fociety  more  agreeable  than 
ikiine.    And  what  are  thofe  reafons?  en- 
*^red  Mrs,  Fenwick,  with  an  air  of 

1 cilery. — It  certainly  does  not  proceed 
.^om  any  value  that  I  attach  to  them,  or 
\'^uy  alterations  on  my  part  to  pleafe  him. 
I  Ic  believe  the  hand  which  has  fo  elegantly 
ged  this  ^hat  (returning  it  to  MaU 
1*  vina. 
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Vina,  with  an  air  of  en^  y)  is  muclb 
occupied  than  I  am  .with  that  cwcem 
If  you  prefer  this  to  ihe  oiherSy  filil 
Malvina,  who  pcnetrat^j^er  thougbcd 
you  had  beuer  take  iqBPpT  yon  ittn 
that  I  ihould  alter  your's  more  to  your] 
tafte,  I  will  do  it  withg^^alnm?  I 

•  Ah!  you  will. oblige  me  inftiiitclyf  Uim 
Mrs.  Fenwick,  eagerly  >  peaHy^  Qiy  dearJ 
you  are  extremely  kind^.  Malvloa  fntiH 
ed;  and  while  fhe  was  employed  in  pl«iH 
ing  Mrs.  Fcnwick,  Lord  Stanhope  ip| 
proached  [her,  and  kifling  her  hand  win 
the  greateft  refped:,  fai(p|t  k  the  Frapctl 
alone  who  can  give  a  Sn4iA|$||g  giawlU 
all  they  touch.  And  it  is  fml]f,^9;]||H 
lifh  who  are  inviolable  in  adbering  wl 
their  word:  is  it  not  fa,  my  lord? 
Malvina,  fmiling. 

I  underftand  you^  madam,  repUed  |M 
•and  you  {hall  fee  that  I  have  not  forgcil 
.your  petitioner.— And  idkji;^  a  fhect  or^ 
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paper,  he  wrote  the  following  words 
vith  a  pencil — 

^  I  defire  that  Bingham  will  fulfill  all 
tkc  icrangements  which  ard  moft.  agree-. 
iUe  to  Mrs.  Moody,  relatiVe  to  the  boufe 
wiuch  lite  rents. 

-I  ■      .  Stanhopi.** 

Wili  that  fatisfy  jrou, madam?  faid  Lord 
Stanhope,  prefenting  her  the  paper.  Me, 
aif/ord,  faid  Malvina,  blufhing;  but 
ttrtaioly  it  was  from  the  kind  inten- 
tim  of  ferving  tand  relieving;  the  goodl 
I  tHMlier  of  a  family,  and  not  to  pleafo  me, 
4aD:  yqu  have  written  this?  :  On  my: 
hmKX  .you  deceive  yourfelf  by  fuch  a 
i'Aqipofition ;  for  I  candidly  acknowledge  i 
i  thought  only  of  you. 

*  iWhal-!  my  lord,  in  performing  fo'gobd 
to  adion,  da  you  relinquifli  the  fweeteft 

Kard  that  can  be  oficredt^to  the  heart; 
fiUeni  'fatisfa&ion  of  giving  joy  to 
i'fgf^QU  o  this 
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this  poor  familyy  iHio  Miev«<^  ll 
felves  ruined;  and  who  wUI,'!^yfi 
tercefliony  be  rendered  happy  for  1 
May  I  die  if  ever  I  trouble  nyfelf  1 
fuch  afiairs;  but.yim  ^>eak  .of  it  vil 
inuch  animation^  that  you  almoft  in 
me  to  wifli  to  think  in  the-  fame  mai 
if  I  bad  tiiney  but  I  have  not  a  moi 
to  fpare;  and  I  have  even  forgot  n 
while  with  youy  that  I  am  expe6to 
take  a  .  ride  on  horfe-back.  What| 
already  two  o'clock?  cried  hcy  loo 
at  his  watch  Ah,  good  Heavens, 
I  (hall  be  rated !  I  muft  make  fifty  t 
fand  excufes,  and  be  extremely  fbrr 
the  fame  time,  faid  he,  with  a  gay 
and  kiffing  the  hand  of  Malvina^  he 
tinued,  to-morrow,  ladies— remembc 
morrow* 

Malvina,  in  a  few  minutes,  Wei 
fee  if  Mrs.  Moody  was  yet  in  the  |r 
but  not  finding  her,  (he  immediately 
Tomkins  to^r,  with  Lord  StaiA 

€9 
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>itierj  who,  on  her  return,  gave  To  lively  a 
>ifiure  of  Mrs,  Moody*s  joy,  and  alfo 
hit  of  her  children,  that  Malvina  was 
digfated ;  and  (he  alfo  humbly  requeft- 
i  that  her  generous  benefaftrefs  would 
dl  on  them  at  that  houfe,  which  flie 
nd  to  her  interceffion. 

Malvina  did  not  hefitate  to  comply 
th  her  wifhes,  which  were  perfe&ly 
reeaUe  to  her  own ;  and  the  fame  even* 
jf  as  foon  as  her  coufin  was  gone  to 
play,  Ihe  fet  out  for  Mrs.  Moody's, 
her  arrival,  the  good  woman,  as  foon 
he  firft  eflFufions  of  her  gratitude  had 
fided,  faid  to  M|ilvina,  ah!  madam, 
piece  of  good  fortune  never  comes 
le;  for  the  moment  before  you  arrived, 
id  a  vifit  from  that  good  young  gen- 
lan  —  Sir  Edmond,  interrupted  Mai- 
l:  I  do  not  know  his  name,  madam; 
utme  to  enquire  in  what  he  could 
t  me ;  and  was  much  furprifed,  I  as- 
G  t  fure 


this  poor  familyt  who  ^mi  Lord  Stai^ 
felves  ruined;  and  «)•   ^  m^a  #w  jmM 
terceflioi]»  he  rafr  ,  ii$nfl|[PhHMH| 
May  I  die  ilmmf^Sttd  t^  knos^  by^riS 
fuch  affairi;  l>*;;,imcd  it?     I  told  h^T 
much  anitna^*        n  to  one  of  the 
me  to  wilh      5.  Button  s^WjuchfVl 
if  1  bad^       quick&eiif  Biit^  Ii 
to  tpar  ^f^f  Utmkii  ifom  Hkno^  1 . 
vliil    "^fimc.  him  it  was  tiie  bcft^  aii<i 
J^ak    ^icdf  the  liandfomell.    Tt  can  be  d 
a^        dian  Madame  de  Sorcy^  . replied  t| 
^^^^^lemaif  (perfaaps)  madam,  ihatriappl 
0me)  as  be  appeared  to  be 'very  wtUta 
^Minted  with  you.;  and.  l':aiii:^dMuBA 
is  Attached  'to  yoo ;  f6r  'be  idcAtiiiOBdd 
My  good  creature^,  lifteouto  ^mo) 
ever^yoa  ar&afBiAed,  infota; 
Sorcy  of  it,  and^fte<wilL'eoiBBMiD/y»fMl 
If  any  unfortunate  porfotL  Is  lifl  -d^ftril 
apply  to  hev,  and  ibe  will  Yelic4e.llidi 
in  (hort,  if  you  wifh  to;  eiiprcfs  iiiJ^ 
word  all  thatiis^good^-genenKiii; 
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""Qthis  world|  name  Malvina 


^  ^      madaniy  I  fancied  he  had  tears 
/%     .yet  as  he  uttered  this,  he  appeared 
4mch  affeded.   But  do  not  mention  a 
iitir.ik^l  bas;  pafled,  faid  (he,  when  I 
that  I  expe£ied  you.   But  as 
'iirdik'had  requ^fted  this,  he  flev 
ich'fuch  precipitation,  that  he  did 
me  time  to  thank  him  for  his 
lA  he  bad  brought  me  more 


<  was  Malviw  i  to :  conclude  from 
^ariutai?  )VhatWjas  (he  to. think  from 
ii;|mufe»:  Sir  Edmond  had  beftowed 
er?-«^Did  diey  in  Che  leaft  coincide 
ftlile  evident  ptopfs  iihe  had  obferved 
viflitog  10  tiToid  her?  JBut  with- 
ifliiog  to  penetrsLte  into  the  motives 
^Cbis  whimfical  conduft,  and  too  proud 
roondcfcend  to  trouble  herfelf  concern- 
imi  as  he  did  not  appear  to  wilh  it ; 

G  3  Ihc 


flic  therefore  left  Mm  I^S 
enquiring  what  it  wa^^l^H 
'htTf  or  mcniiomog  hu  mtsm. 


The  next  morning,  before 
quitted  her  roomj  fiie  heard  the  nq 
karriJiges,  which  appiafCll^i#blHMi 
houfo;  wh€»  ftei^piog  ti^tht  wtnddfj 
obfcrV€d  the  two  phuettins  of  Lord 
hope  and  Sir  Edtnond^s,  jufl  em 
Mrs.  Burton's  court-yard.  She  i 
HiiMly  ^mt^wii,  M  ii  il«  Mil 
the  ftairs  (he  met  Sir  Edmond,  wfa< 
giving  his  hand  to  Mrs.  Fenvickj 
faid,  as  he  hurridd  ii\ray,'%e  muft^A 
firft,  to  take  Lady  Mary;  bin  d6 
haften  to  make  your  appearance;  for 
huHfibie  adorbd  Lord  Statihdpe is  ih 
for  you.  Sir  EdtnondV  •tftcr-*tl 
bowings,  added,  what  he  imendM  i 
be  thotight  coolifefs,-  was  in  wMtf" 
pique.  '  '     r:f  -^r 


r:  ikt  ;»1k>  itev^inot  be  one  to  fbch  a 
ia  payiDg'Uier  Jai.  vows^  my  Lord 
Sitahope  faboiits  only  10  the  general 
mic.  IfUviaa  did  not  wait;  to  hear  the 
•fWida&ia  of  tUi  ieiUence,  \jfvtt  bowing 
illlMri..Feiiwjck,  .ihe'efiiered  the  faloon. 
i|h|pBg  jtfae.nde*  fhe  1m4  no  opportunity 
L«lf<^K^      Edmoiidy  JK>r  of  being  in- 
FL^Mlibced  to  his  intended  bride,  as  not 
I      of  the  ladies  choofe  to  quit  their  car- 
-mi^  to  walk.    Malvina  abiblutely 
;.;4cttmiined  to  banifli  the  idea  of  Sir 
i:jfii^ODA  from  her  mind,  to  endeavour 
!  bjlp  smufe   herfelf   with   all  around. 
Dot  permit  herfelf  to  think;  Ihe 
ii.f9^  herfelf  to  joiii  in  the  conver« 
fvNoD,  which  fo  much  delighted  Lord 
^^ksshope,  that  he  involuntarily  (aid  in 
>!!Ai^r,  to  Mrs.  Burton,  really  I  am 
bVUm  than  half  a  fool ;  and  if  this  fancy 
v^Botinues,  I  (hall  jiot  4>e  very  unwilling 
'to  refign  my  liberty. 


But 


«|8 


.:Bttt,  notmthaandiiil^the  >ipptfa 
^Nkly  uia  aflumedf  lio  ttaBnhef^Smn 
;it  14  certftm  hdi  iiODdMilDUMj|vi 
i4>endeavoar^o  diffipate.theffaDieinfa 
of  Sn.  EdflBondi-  >  the  liqpe»  i 

.citing  bis  felMoY^i^d  jealodfy  - 
accounted  AS  nothibgf  YetM«br|iii 
■feffed  bi  pure  «nd.Defiaed  a  oiiiHiy v 
:cann9t  hdlierer  tfais  cottld4>e  thelnu 
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CHAP.  IX. 


:  t  THE  BALL, 

f 

The  deftincd  day  at  laft  ar- 
^'^ed,  on  which  the  ball  was  to  be  given, 
Perhaps  Malvina  was-not  extremely  forry ; 
^nd perhaps  alfo,  without  being  confcious 
it,  fhe  had  employed  more  pains  at  her 
toilet  than  ufual. 

As  flie  went  dojvn  to  her  coufin,  fhe 
'darned  from  Tafle,  that  there  was  a  great 
I'calof  company  affembled  in  the  draw- 
''^g-room;  but  as  (lie  knew  Sir  Edmond 
not  there,        entered  without  the 
c  5  lead 


J30  malVika-  ^ 

Icaft  cmbarraffmcnL     She  obfcnfcd  fc- 
veral  gentlcmeo  nandiog  near  Mm  Buf-j 
ton's  chair,- iliti^^  Bm 
on  the  cntraiice  of  Malvioa,  all  eyti  iffC^ 
fixed  upon  her,  and  (he  excited  general 
admiratim.   Her  drefs  wa^,  neither  rkli 
or  particular ;  a  fimple  robe^f  crape  con 
fiitutedallfaittoraamentsj  but  in  bet  lir 
and  oiannelft  fhere  i/m  an  nude 
grace,  and  'k  tafte  vhich  cannoc  be 
quired,  which  is  very  fcldom  well  htS 
tated,  and  h  iimilar  to  an  artificial  com^ 
picxion,  when  compared  with  the  btooffi 
of  nature.      '  '* 

When  Mrs.  Burton  rofe  to  g^Of  Lord 
Stanhope  offered  his  hand  to  Malvina'tt^ 
conduQ  her  to  the  carriage,  and  took  tki^ 

opportunity  of  reminding  her  of  ijie  F^^^^ 
mife  ihe  had  given,  of  accepting  himfcL* 
as  a  partner  for  the  evening.   She  bcggccJi 
he  would  excufe  her  from  dancing,  par^' 
ticularly  as  (he  did  not  know  any  qI 
Scotch  dances.   On  enterii 

bly-rooB% 


liiMlSih^  BurtpnrpUced  hcrrdf 
Wf;  iU^..M^Xf  intrpdaced  MaU 
f  V^flfiMiiri  -Hw*  ladyfiiip.  wa«  nctr 
I  i/mm*  Af.  ^  ^  9f  .thp^e. regular 
.  llmnllft,^  HK^h  pofle^  neitlier  jcxpret- 
i  the 

any  iqbereft  in  the  poffeflbr.— - 

Pv^l^M^OfBtuU^  pi^riy  amounted  to  rude- 
F*  ^|ia,Arn  .t»hbg  her  hand,  wiih  much 
I  ^lti|i|Bit|ry  ihe  told  her  ihe  was  delighted 
tofieber,  and  Ihould  rejoice  to  be  ac« 
.  foiinted  with  fo  charming  a  perfon : — 
ttriafier  thi&i  never  exchanged  a  fentence 
Wlfhiier  the  remainder  of  the  evening. 

i 

i  "  '■■     ■  ^  ' 
.  Malvina/  fujrounded  by  a  brilliant 

.  nek.  wtlh  whom  ihe  was  unacquainted, 

llrit.not  the  lead  interefted  in  any  one 

Aiti/cpaipored  it;  and  was  tired,  thougii 

iMd  Stanhope,  was  inceffantly  near  her, 

swi  prodigal  to  exceis  of  his  attentions. 

lathe  boa  obfctvi^d  that  Ibe  anfwered 

c  6  wiiU 
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with  referve^  to  all  his  complimenttfl.  He 
then  endeavoured  to  amufe  her,  hf  re- 
lating feveral  entertaining  anecdot^f  of 
the  different  perfons  who  pafled  hefoit 
them ;  and  as  this  was  a  converfatKNiw 
which  he  mod  excelled,  he  by  this  iBbais 
obtained,  for  a  few  moments,  a  fiiint  finiie 
from  Malvina,    Notwithftanding  Ihe  itu 
fo  difTatisfied  with  the  ball,  yet  flie^^ 
not  evince  the  lead  deCre  to  leave  it; 
V  hen  every  thing  changed  its  appearasoe 
by  the  entrance  of  Sir  Edmond. 

He  \vent  up  to  Lady  Mary  with  a  gal- 
lant and  eafy  negligence,  wbifpered' a 
few  words,  which  (he  appeared  to  lift«n 
to,  \\'ith  vifiblc  pleafure.    Then  turning 
towards  the  place  where   Mrs.  Burton 
was  featcd,  he  perceived  Malvina.  But 
it  was  not  the  melancholy,  pale  Malvini, 
whofc  negligence  veiled  her  charms.-— 
Now  ihe  appeared  with  all  that  dignity 
and  elegance  fo  natural  to  her;  the  lights, 
the  heat,  and  the  agitation,  had  animated 
(i^-  he 


..■•IMiVJWA.  {-1^3 


aiditfyjihiT^liil-  of;.tegaging.  Lady 
IMljir  |gi-<dliMe  friAihim;  as'ibe  .had'  in- 
#liMi«>faefjHift«ndjr  inkrMtcid;  Malviia 
iMMmoir  W  Und'fte  the 


|Mb4ittfriflec|rit#  Abfenre  .tth^ryt^Au? 
Ac^tMas.  bwtt)  jit  4hf  •f^pp^.time,  by  t^e 

tteitiic«fipr«9Vfay^Uy  ««/!)ver^;4hi|t 
ifrAci  [M.dtttrokinffl-  ^v-.  ^wce  '  at.  al|, 
|i<:«a»  .already  :effgag^,.to;  .J4or4:  Stai)- 
npeir/  BiiCf  'replied  3ir;.£diAond».  ali<Hr 
K  to  hope,  furveying  her  with  the  moft 
lM«c.!»nxiQty«^i^if  l^mt  Sllmhope 
taabi{.tfab  hi|ipf  i4ovt«^!ivhaiil  y«U(thQ» 
ito^ftbat  afterjfupper*  whelk  :fhef  it$ach 
Micea  corameaice,  which  are  As  '  «hange> 
Me.^  ihofe  vha  come  from  that 
fl'fc  /    .;  country; 


m 

couDtiy;  that  then  i^'e  may  be  permitied 
to  change  partners,  Malvina  gave  him 
a  look  of  difdaiDt  without  replying.  He 
added,  you  are  tikiti*  wiHitittpw 
tranflate  it  at  a  refufal,  to  the  cmly  hope 
I  had  indalgvcd  of  afpinng  to  the  favor 
of  your  hand,  for  oue  dance  only  ?. 


At  Sir  EdttiMidlf^  npUcd  Matfilv 
apparently  fo  univerlirily  diltlAgatOiejl 
{forcing  a  fmile)  he  has  not  an  idea  it 
ever  be  othervrife :  but,  that  1  may  not 
*£>llow  his  examplCi  ^  agree  to  dautt 
trith  him^  juft  at  I 
perfon.  And  at  tH)^ 
plied  he,ratherpiqlfi^  *I  fltall  eall 
you  for  the  firft  country  danee? 
Vina  bowed,  and  Sir  Edoiand  teft  bcr. 

rn^W  , 

It  fliould  be 
Edihond  had  quitted  S««Dti-Hall, 
tated  againft  Malvina,  from  being 
bious  of  her  affefiion;  but  as  he  coo- 
fided  in  the  virtuei  of  her  heart,  ha 


tonfifA  to  \he  abinent 
behold  her. 

^.  INhce  Uif^M  JMiatbitfgh^  Jibe 
ijwiiwi  nhii  uMM  p\fi9k  bim»  tibw  up- 
fh^ihiBlftrtliii.aiid  'if  frofn  h»bit  he 
Ltd  their  jCQolpwy,  yet 

^lieart  was  fo  cnlirdy  pcicupic4  by 
er  ftjjeaiDill  be.  vif  ttXjiioe  pains 

bis  niad  fMli|j«B«ly»  tbifi^d 
l  ibiiigto  fay  to  them.  His  friends  were 
bed   to  obferve  luin^i..lp  Aftea 
liboogbifuU  apd  Jcmetuncs  ^qielancholy. 
bapulddt'  1^      ilQ . gloomy!  .retire, 
em  in  the  mountain^  whscb  tbcjr  jfup- 
»red  had  undermined «  his":  iptrits  and 
iety^  and  their  conjcfiures  were  not 
ritfaout  foundatloD;  bat  be  eoiild  have 
vide  tb^  jAtyi  yifhhth  thdy  vete 
ly  uo  ^faeftdlr  i  ibr. .  he  bad  :beeQiDe 
bippy^fiiif^  lje:haditkuslk>ft  bim%)& 
. '   .  ' 
{e  was  in  love !  ^  f  wit h  jifbat  iiew]cfaaniis 


to.hia.   He  Ibvedt  lakAlodtof^ 
the  caCs^obf  Wilac  iiinijii  tMwaftjiiiiii 

all  the  gratifications  of  £elf-love; 

Dbuld  he  fiddfb^flirddAiMclifli'hnu^ 

by  (be  ilma^eiio£-  Mafanil^'fi  ^Mbi 
tfmiabte  ottly :  aotttdedi  fait  ^MmIm 
he  tbottglw  flwyd^AfiUrfB^iilf  -qH 
iriiidlrcrmfflifdieKu:'}  >rri  5>ctf(di 

All  tliat  the  worldf  coold  prote 
.  perfedibn,  in  hir  cpnion,  was'the  poi 
of  Afalvina.   And  though!  be*  waa 
-tafit  frdifti  Isr^  «yet  jie  (watf^etn  ividt 
:faw  becievery  wbere^  uriihoute^er^ 
ifeparated  &om  hep*«         is  it  is  the 
xefs  of  devotion  t6  fee  Cod  in  lib  thil 
fduf  of  psi&oni^    to  ifee  revely:  tfaini 
the  peiifcin>we  love.  ■:  ¥L6  m^mmQ^Sm 
'    its]>aff6d'!^xjf  Mrs.-  'Mihnoifr;  nriM 
Edinburgh,  than  he  haftened  to  in{ 
^liatfdlf •  of  ^dat  had  ^ 'pa&^d  (dlfriHg 
^abfefice  slt  BurtmUalfcC'  :<>'  i  r  rirfi 
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The  old  lady^  after  having  acquainted 
him  with  her  daughter's  marriage,  added 
fome  reproaches  on  his  behaviour  to  her, 
accompanied  with  many  particulars  of 
Mrs.  Burton*^  anger.  But,  continued 
ihe,  this  violent  paffion  foon  found  ano« 
llKrobjed;  and  the  mifcondufk  of  my 
||hMigbter,  was  a  mere  bagatelle,  when 
CDmpared  with  the  indifcretions  of  Ma- 
dame deSorcy.  Indifcreiions  of  Madame 
^  Sorcy,  interrupted  Sir  Edmond,  in  a 
•nge.  How  dare  you  fay  fo  ? — What  an 
iafamous  falfehood!  Oh,  dear  me,  re« 
plied  Mrs.  Melmor,  this  is  no  fecret^ 
everybody  will  tell  you  the  fame.  It 
Iras  a  fad  difafter.  She  was  obliged  to 
ftiid  away  Mr.  Prior.;  and  if  it  had  nc^t 
been  for  the  great  refpeft  Mrs.  Burtbh 
has  for  her  own  family,  I  do  not  know  if 
her  coufin  would  not  lAvc 

"  At  thefc  words,.  Sir  Edmond  abruptly 
\A  her,  affuring  hef,  he  did  not  believe 
«e  word  of  what  ihc  had  aflerted.  But 

in 


jvbo  beingi&tthfal .(»  die  imiM}l 
reqeivefl,  >.C9DtfiniMNl  .<llfllvJN|fl 
imox  had  been  reladng^.^  IiftolHMl 
,  in  addition^  that  Mrs.  3i|tXoik:lli 
.prifed^Mr.  Prior  9t«d  Madb»Svdfi 
in.  a,  tender .  tfiffiT4..t«tc*  .^Thtt  jfl 
/orhid,  Mr*,  ]E|nor  Jitr  iKWfi^  ,M 
.feverely  reprimanded,  chd«4]fl|^1 
forgiven  her,  on  her  promifing,'  a 
paratioD,  never  more  to  fee  Mr, 
■but,  that  file  ceirtainly  confoled 
by  writing  to  him.  Tliis  is  an  ui 
ed  fa6l,  Ihe  added,  for  I  have  a 
taking  one  from  her  pocket,  wl 
been  this  inftant  delivered  for.  b< 
vhich  is  from  him,  or  I  am  mi; 
ceived. 

Sir  Edmondf  ai^moft  ^  annibil» 
what  he  had  heard,  and  (hocked 
cecolleQed  Mr.  frior'a  hfmd  wdi 
the  fupejrfcriptipn  of  :the  lettec  J 
viiia«   Hm  .wind  lM.c»n»  :^  prey  < 


•liflifiWA.  <X!B9> 

iMfeetfiP  >Tlie  M«ileat  or  tliis 
^milMi  »^mu6b,  at  the  idea 
|pia«i^4eGCif>v*  by  a  t^omlui  j  hh 
rwa»  voiaded,  and  tearing  herfirom 
Rl8wni|be  fwme  not  to  think  of 
iff  IflMikii  ''nffblved  «o  lAafcie'  httr'leel 
Itiftitf  'l^  ttMNcUjpt,  and  convincfe 
l«<fte  ni^kingcrpoiMradafly  poir- 
m  fail  hoin?  and,  that  if  he  had 
i*)r  thing  to  -the  contiairy,  it.  was 
jMroin  habi^  iMl-IVo»  any  partial- 
tffeiencc'         ■  :  '  i 

efiefoi^9  while  he  did  not  fee  her^ 
tftined  Ms  -anger:  but  the  firft  look 
!eivcd  ftom  Melvina,  his  refolotioii 
I  though  he  had-  the  forte  to  avoid 
i|KAtui^y'  of  fpeaking  to  her  :  alfo 
«ifca  Mi^^Moodf  hvltted  on  her 
kMedty,  hid  afiififted  him  extreme* 
Ub  ItitI  {lerfifted  in  his  deter- 
io«;''^hen^  on  entering-  the  ball* 
;  thb  MkMl  h»  beheld  Maltiikt 


of  this.iiiMertftipgriVQiiita^ 

him  likeiiti  Qleanciil.lhocKpltad:«i 

herfeU;  .«U  ihe  itforid;  wto  fSm^ 

.  .  .But  tbe.  fepuTfive.^iGAlfoCi^Qfv^N 

and  las  foon  .wfcfr  htti  -^Uiucd)! 
J4elmo£*s  uiforatatioR:  dpulhod  to  hii 
mory^  and  caufed  him  to  repent  b 
ib.  eafily  Corgot  hb  iWgei:,  He 
afhamed  of  his  weaknefs,  a$.  it  iiitgki 
bably  convince  Malvina  of  the  \ 
fte'y^t:hadrov0f  him,  9XA  delei:iiHiK 
txtirpBAc  Cach  an  idea  fjrom  his  mine 
pretended  t<^  h^ye  eqtirely  loft  tfe 
membrance  of.ibc  engagieineMt- l^i 
made  to  call  upQn:^r  :  ;>  aD^.Lbem^ 
the  country  ctar\ce^.  beg4h|  ine^^i 
diately  pafled  before  hjsr»  aiui.  ofiirtlii 
hand  to  Lady  'Macy^  ^vhitfh  Ae.'M 
accepted  uanda^  tbey  wf^t..tO;tAko 


I  ui  air  of  triuiDpli.  But:  ihis  had 
thd  leafi  efFeft  on  Jbcr,  and  Ihe  regard* 
bemiifith  a  look  of: cool  indiiFereneci 
:h  entirely  di&ou/aged  faim;:  asid  in* 
ly  accepted'  the. !hand  ofi  a  young 
ch  gentleman  .  with  whom  fiie  had 
converfing^ 

le  figure,  and  particularly  the  grace 
ilvina,  Toon  attraded  tne'atc'cntion 
il  the  fpeflators and  if  iier  dignified 
and  modeft  deportment  had  not 
red  an  awe,  they  would,  havo  jc- 
k1  her  praHes  aloifdii  Lady  Mary 
iid-hiil . .  was  fooai  defcried ;  -  iand 
;h  her  feif^loye  was  cruelly  Iwound- 
rest,  Sir  Edmond  twas  niortificd  :be- 
expreflion.  The  fuperiority  which, 
ina  difplayed — when  he  wilhed  to 
ileherv  fb^:  triunupbe^;  and  in  the 
:nf  ilhch  lunaninvous  appMuia^ivhac 
It  could  Ihc  experience  at  his  in- 
Knce,  " "  ■■  ' 

;!■:  ■■  ^i-     < :  *  • 

1  '        ^  .Abforbcd- 


Abibrbed  by  fqckr 
not  hear  one  kWMM^ot^tM^^ 
partner  laid  to.  hiw;^  ihU 
quite  contrary^  andhiaa^atiaiti 
fo  violently,  thatihe  iriiked  die.i 
dances  concluded  a  thouland  .tioieibili 
this  inftanti  the  Marquis  .(rf.  Wc 
a  young  jnan  u  nmch 
his  wit  and  figikve^^  ai  by  his-nudq^! 
up  to  Lady  Mary,'  and.fiud,  «ith'; 
agitation;  in  the  name  of  Heaven,  i 
can  you  inform  me  who  diat  cl 
creature  is  ?   Is  fhe  fallen  from  He 
to  epchant  us  all  ?  Ah !  if  diis  is  tlietl 
(he  has  defiinedus;  I  feci  thkt  H 
already  fobmitted  to  her  empire  { 
fat  from  refifting  it ;  I  only  defife,  i 
ceive  it  from  her.  . 


Sir  Edmond,  who  could:  not  fa 
the  idea,  that  any  perfon  ihould  i 
have  the  hope  of  obtaininj;  tlie 
Malvina,  replied  to  Lord  W< 
enquiry,  very  dryly,  by  informing' 
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hat  Madame  de  Sorcy  lived  very  re- 
ired;  that  this  was  her  firft  appearance 
D  public;  and)  that  confequently  ihe 
vMild  be  very  much  diftrefled  by  the 
icbtof  fuch  a  conqueft  as  Lord  Wey- 
BMth'a. 

^  You  are  pardcularly  acquainted  with 
ber  tfaeaP  faid  the  Marquis.   Yes,  my 
•id;  I  have  pafled  above  two  months 
widi  her  in  the  country  this  winter.    Ah ! 
itplicd  the  Marquis,  that  is  the  word 
lews  I  ever  heard  in  my  life;  but  it 
loes  not  fignify,  I  fhall  make  the  attempt. 
Ob  frying  this,  he  left  them:  Sir  Ed- 
Mod-  followed  him  with  his  eyes,  and 
pnrceived  him  ftop  near  Malvina,  and 
■ppeared  to  addrefs  a  few  words  to  htVj 
iriiich  (he  anfwered  by  a  bow.   He  trem« 
bkdy  left  he  fliould  engage  her  to  dance  . 
irith  him;  for  he  was  very  fenfii)le  thata 
iht  attentions  of  Lord  Weymouth  were  > 
K&ttch  more  likely  to  fucceed  than  thofe 
^  Lord  Stanhope;  and  he  had  the  mor* 

tification 


144  ^ikt¥knA^ 
tiiication'  to  fee  tlieiii:  {Ull4t«ilp*  fbf 
next  country  danc^ . 
. -/i  .'  .  .'■  '  .  i  . 
Jpr^m  that  moM^  Wt  i 
fo  fXrrcme^i  thUctei 
his  dancing;  and  yttf  he  hftd  ;iottb& 
force  to  leave  the  fpot  where  ffie  vai; 
th9i4gl%b.ut%heiBomtiitberQfie|  he  ih  aught 
fa^  couit)- h^verffiMUiKMad  0ier  foi 
HeimAfhedgllM 

dtefidby  her  graces,  yet,  he  cOufi 
pardon  her  fbr  appearing  amiable  in  i 
eyfa  o£:  arty  )Q^t^  Ak  ^w^iu^. 

hei  teiQptedi  ti^  go  to^tenijad^e 
berupardonr  ahd^thc  favt>r  of  a 
ilieftts.coaVetfatio»i  thM  be  might  expb 
thc.tnotives  of  Ws  condufti  but  the  fe 
of  r  aj  ftfufsil  prcventfcdi^liiau,  £of 

not  pemiit  Jhim  lii'ilt&itift  jfa  Ai^it 


7Cff£  •  fij  .  . 
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When  tlie  dance  was  condudcd,  he 
followed  her  to  her  place,  and  ftood  di- 
rcftlyoppbGte  to  her,  as  if  he  wiflied  to 
prevent  any  perfon-  from  coming  near 
her.  Whether  Malvina  had  been  accus* 
tomed  to  praife  from  her  infancy,  <»r 
vhether  (he  was  abforbed  by  a  diiFerent 
DbjeQ,  I  cannot  altogether  determine; 
bnt  it  was  certain,  that  flie  had  not  heard 
my  of  the  flattery  which  had  been  bc- 
ioved  upon  her,  andfeemed  to  be  quite 
qoorant  of  the  admiration  fhe  had  in- 
laired.  It  was  the  (irft  time  that  Sir  £d- 
nond  had  ever  feen  a  woman  infenfiblc 
a  fuch  an  inftancc* 

Notwithflanding  this  had  excited  his 
Umolt  aflonifhment,  yet,  he  did  not 
loubt  a  moment  of  its  fincerity;  for 
here  was  fomething  fo  natural  and  in- 
[cnuous  in  her  countenance,  that  on 
ccing  her,  it  was  utterly  impoflible  to 
lave  a  doubt  of  her  candor.  She  was 
itry  much  oifendcd  at  the  condud  of 

VOL.  11,  n  Sir 
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Sir  EimanAf  and  dderawMA 
if 9  by  treating  hitn  (iii  futwe^ltoidktl 
moft  diRant  contempt;  anAyn^Ml^: 
her  fortitude,  to  conceal  the  .pais  1 
ejtperienced  from  it:  and  flio  ib.ftrfi 
ceeded>  as  to  deceive  every  perfianJ  :i 

But  while  all  the  women  inhq  .fi 
rounded  her,  were  witneffea  of.  I 
power  of  her  charms,  and  rather  enfi 
her,  Malvina  was  refle£ling  that  if  I 
retirement  appeared  fo  infuppoitahle 
Edinburgh,  the  world  was  infinite 
more  fo,  and  (he  had  no  refource  li 
but  to  accept  the  kind  invitation  of  M 
St.  Clare,  and  that  as  foon  as  poffibl 
She  had  nearly  determined  upon  tl 
plan,  when  Mrs.  Burton  intimated  h 
wifh  of  retiring,  and  Malvina  ima 
d lately  arofe  to  accompany  her.  4 
Lord  Weymouth  advanced,  with  tliei 
tention  of  offering  his  hand^  Sir  I 
mond,  who  obferved  it,  and  who  was  a 
mafter  of  himfelf;  by.  a  motion^  «i  A 

d 


-«  jaiM)!^^  feiaed  ihe 
I  oihUmBMfMd  jfitMng  it  wiihui  bir 
I  fli-«-i^lcafl^  cried  bct  no  perfon  IhttL 
t||«^liiis>:r^9  fooner  Iu4  thefe^  words 
«la|Md  l)i«y  diaii  ifae  was  petrified  at 
^lltMlybotb  &|d  iod^fiM  Mal« 
tini,  who  was  e^pially  forprifedy  went  oir 
Irtefolutely,  reflefting  whether  (he  ought 
ilfp  or  leave  hisu  They  both  reniained 
matu  apd  ISfmnd  ihemfelves  in  a  pain- 
^tt.^diftrcffing  fituation. 

A|  the  1>ottom  -of  the  ftairs,  they  en«- 
rfVBBtered  the  crowd,  which  obliged 
^[keili  to  keep  back  a  little^  ootil  the  car^ 
:^^|ies  could  draw  up.  This  circum* 
!||pBce  ^aded;  to  render  iier  fituation 
Bffttc  irkfomet  In  vain  did  they  endea* 
vmnr  to  forget  the  pafi,  ^nd  to  increafe 
^Iwir  diftrefi-fthey  might  jread  it  in  each 
Miers  looks*  At  laft^  Sir  Edmond  could 
logger  command  the  agitation  he  was 
ppder,  and  prefling  die  Jumd  which  he 
ilgld^  ]i»  faid  in  a  wbirper,  ah!  why^ 


MALVIPJA. 

why  am  I  ever  feparated  Froni  J 
iMt^lNlj        coitlil'  Mi^penetrtte 

as  m  condniiatjbti  df  his  capricfocft 
haviour,  witlidrew  her  hand  Willi  cvi 
dildaini  and  turned  her  head  «fi4lr|^) 
out  4Aiak)ng  bim  any  reply*  ^•'^ 

•  riiyl£dmond,  wounded'  4lSS  ^ 
WtS^Mtus  lookf  made  no  attempt  to  rc 
her  hand;  and  only  laid,  yotir  triu 
has  been  complete  this  evening,  mad 
and  every  time  you  appear,  yoii  will 
doubtedly  gain  new  cohquells.  I  : 
in  a  very  fhort  time  leav'e  Edihbu 
replied  Malvina,ahd  Ido  not  in  ten 
frequent  any  other  entertainmciTts.  T 
faid  he,  with  eigernefsj  does'  ndt  1 
Burton  fta^  all  the  feafbn '  ih'HhJs  c 
That  I  belilevc  is  her  intehlfb^i';' 
mine,  is  to  leave  it  as  foon  -9:^ 
And  will  you  then  return  agaiti^c^ll 
glooiny  mountains  ?  Noi^e[*Hed;^l 
^ifia,  I  (hall  not  go  to  aiiy  dj^attde.  ' 
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mond  faid  it  certainly  would  evince 
leaefs  in  my  enquiring  any  farther. 
Ivina,  tOfayoid  any  more  queftion^^ 
:ed  her  paflage  through  the  croM  d, 
joined  Mrs.  Burton. 


■  3  CHAP. 


THE  fiXPLANATION  IKTSRBUm 


The  next  mornin 
:ipina  finding  herfelf  alone  at  b 
with  her  coufin,  acquainted  her  ^ 
determination  of  leaving  Edinbui 
paffing  fome  time  with  Mrs^  St 
Ah,  what  has  occafioned  you  t< 
partial  to  that  woman  ?  faid  Mrs.  1 
and  from  what  unfortunate  whi 
that  you  do  not  like  to  remain  wb 
are  f   Malvina  was  that  inftant  g 


afircr,  vlim  Sir  JEdmond  entered  tbfc 

Lord  SuSbrd  and  my&lf  are  come  to 
hetk£dt  wth  you^  aunt,  laid  he  to  Mrs. 
Borton.  But,  before  we  feat  ourfelvet^ 
k  vilhes  to  have  a  little  converfatioA 
mh  you,  and  will  attend  you  to  your 
inffiDg^room.  Malirina  immediatelf 
mfe  alfo  to  retire^  but  M«s.  Burton 
fmrated  ber,  that  ihe  might  hear  more 
tficr  intentioni  by  faying  to  her,  you 
Maot  at  liberty  to  leave  us,  for  Lord 
hiriiope  intenda  to  give  a  fuperb  ed^ 
Mimment;  and  it  will  be  utterly  im^ 
MCble  for  you  to  avoid  snaking  your 
nieainnce  there.  I  afiure  you,  madam, 
•plied  Malvinav  yoi)  muft  difpenfe  with 
ajr  compliance,  and,  if  you  knew  how 
tde  pleafure  they  afford  me,  you  would 
•tprefs  it  any  farther. 

Did  ever  any  one  bear  of  focfa  caprice  ? 
c(laime4  Mrs.  Burton,  and  addreSng 
H  4  Sit 
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Sir £dmond — As  I  fuppore  yoa- mufti 
remarked,  as  well  as  myfelfs  the*  ^ 
particular  aUenuon^  which  my#J 

&aiilidpe.iial  faM  iiijii  I  llffi|ljH 

^/fmquent  hiati  lie  hiA  givni  te^i 
mhsoft  fure,  that  he  would  not  d 
if  he  did  not  mean  to  become  text 
and  yu4i  knuvi  what  a  very  honoi 
alliaftl^  tturould  beitft  <ni£<toiU]^^ 

deavouring  to  fee  u re  ftich  a  conq 
by  appeasing  at  an  entertainment, 
is  given  entirely  on  her  account,  11 
fo  fidiculous  and  ebftinatc  as  to 
aU  n)jrven&reaties,  and  is  d^terHiinc 
depart:  and  who  do  you  think  i 
, going  ;to?  Why^  np  other  than 
eccentric  and  vulgar w'oman,.  Mrs 
Clare. 

Mrs.  St.  Clare,  repeated  SirlJCdoa 
with  an  exprelSon  of  forrow,  whic 
couiki  not  diiguife..  It  is  tOr  Mhl 
Clare  then  that  «yoa  are  going  ?  aix 

intii 


I 
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^58 


imimate  whhiier  ?  No,  replied  Mai  vina, 
L.koaw  Tery.  liule  of  her,  but  her 
chanBer  plcafes  me*  Befides,  it  is  not 
neceflkry,  was  it  otherwife,  that  her  fo- 
ciety  fhould  be  fo  very  pleafiiig,  to  be  in 
my  opinion  preferable  to  all  the  amufe- 
menu  which  I  find  here.  I  obferve, 
ttdded  Mrs,  Burton,  with  vifible  ill- 
'hai&oqr,  all  ihe  reafons  which  I  have 
jpcoated  out,  have  not  the  leaft  weight 
ivUiyou. 

/  If  it  was  poffible  for  me  to  believe 
^  had  the  flighted  foundation,  faid 
fMilvina,  that  would  be  a  ftill  more 
^powerful  inducement  for  my  abfencc. 
yihiij  exclaimed  Mrs.  Burton,,  the  idea 
of  fecuring  the  aflfeSions  of  Lord  Stan- 
hope, of  mailing  him  your  own,  and 
.'i>eibg  called  by  his  name.  Does  not 
joiit  foul  afpire  to  fach  a  hope  ?  I  have 
iK)t  the  leaft  ambition,  replied  Malvina; 
aad  if  I  was  at  liberty  to  make  a  choice^ 
R  would  heft  be  a  title  that  could  gain 


my 


jny^rMstaibe*   But  as  I  hare  devoted 
mf  dayi  io  ibe  fibild  of      .frieod^  tbe  . 

fulfillitig  ttatfcjUyMm  iiliMn  i  tfi  in  ij 
world,  and  fblitl  iMi*   '  ^^-^^  -fc^lM 


I  htfc  hoi  any  pacitnoe  witii  you,  laid 
Mrs.  Boiton,  iter  thii 
l5olarity, 

but  as  I  n^lft  attend  JLord  Stafiwdj 
fhall  leave  you  vith  Sir  EdnMMly-lil 
hope  he  ^ill  endeavour  to  point  out  titf 
abfurdhy  of  fucfa  'TotDaadic  fincitiyihHt 
delicate  refinematt,  vhicfa  yioii<  cftif 
too  far.  I  charge  him  to  oideiuilMrdll 
office,  and  iball  be  veiy  imppjy  tif  4^ 
can  fucceed:  on  laybg  tkia>  &m  kftSil 
room,  > 

I  do  abt  think,  fidd  Mahina,  as  Mr 
asthey  \i^re  alone,  that  ycii  trill  bdoM' 
^ypurfelf  entitled  to  fpeak  to  tM  on:  filth  ^ 
a  fubjeS,  particularly  as  it  wouId,!'IV 
nfSdeis*    Fxir;ch8rai6terS|  vbscfc 


.Am  opinioa,.4»r  nader^ 
liMiaoaaBy  poiHU  Natjcpi  re* 
lieB  fitt^  fidMad,  iocxkng  at  Ikt  ftet<% 
<-tAla«9  diope  4rM  A  ^ment  Bsben  I.  ooce 
Ntlieved  yov  thou^  ^ihcrarife.  At 
befe  AdUtiina  Unlhed  lb  idecpt 

hiitstR 'vw.-cHMi'viRaod  itbtt  .flic  .>iiiidcr» 
hmihim^maAAw&iBgiatair*^  be 
ddedi  I  had  determined  to  xefiiie  the 
Hd  of  Xady  Mary  Summerhill,  in  con- 
nliftion  to  tfH  die  ibUcrtatidais  of  my 
Wly3  ^when  a  union,  wbicb-  'was  not 
fciyniti  40  floy  lieait,  appeawd  io  me 
te-moft  heaTy  «of  all  chains.'  I  have 
WiJetefted'ivwrriagef  of  xoovenienoe, 
4  I  believe  you  wiH  allow  that  we 
bk  alike  on  ^is  fiifajed.  fist  there 
B'Mjhbri  ttwk  OBcarer  and  dearer  |o 


[i4i'paiiUe,  laid  Malvina^  4!bat  yea 
lerelMBd  the  hand  of  Lady  Mary? 
hUm  tkareD,  ^hat  wiU  Mt«.  fiun- 
B  6  tosk 
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ton  tfaink  who  came  to  fidn 
purpofe  to  fee  the  marriage  celelnldkr 
And  do  .fon  Cerioiifly  belicra  iltA 
Sir  Edmpnd^  withiapiiareiit'i 
ihoiild  I  doubt  H,  nepUed  Mali 
ing,  when  thei e  are  manjr 
confirm  it«.  But,  replied  hc^ 
this  fubjeQ,  there  are  a  :thoiifimd'. 
to  perfuade;  but  one  only  whioh/ia 
cient  to  deftwy  it^  .  ji^ 

Mai  Vina,  who  felt  moch  -Ah 
the  turn  which .  the  conTCrfitti^; 
taken^  got  up  with  the  intention 
tiring  ;  when  Sir  Edmond,  takiogj 
her  handsr  faid  with  uncommQn 
lion.  Ah!  I  conjure,  I  ent>rea( 
will  not  leave  me?   Hear  me  only  I 
one  moment  I  and  when  you  have 
the  confeflion  of  my  faults,  grant.^ 
your  pity,  for  the  torments  which  I 
endured^  and  do  not  refufe  to  hear'.i 
explain  the  infamous  accufaticm 
ihey  have  dared  to  fully  you  niikh  A 


good  God  I  rcxclaimed  Malvipa^  fliocked 
at  what  flic  had  heard — I  did  not  imagine 
tbit  any  thing  concerning  me  could 
give  you.  uneafinefs^  ot  that  any  one 
fliould  trouble  you  vitb  my  concerns. 

All— every  thing  reminds  me  of  you, 
cried  he,  vith  energy^  in  the  world,  as 
▼ell  as  in  retirement.  The  idea  of  you 
accompanies  me  every  where ^  my  eyes 
3trccYer  in  fearch  of  a  refemblance  to  the 
brm  of  her  I  love ;  and  the  whole  uni- 
verle  appears  to  be  animated  by  that  len'- 
latioD,  which  abforbs  my  heart.  Oh! 
pardon  me,  continued  he,  on  perceiving 
that  ihe  had  turned  from  him,  to  hide  her 
£ue  with  her  hand — this  confeEQon  can* 
Mi  offend  you  >.  never  was  there  one 
more  true,,  or  involuntary.  I  do  not, 
tannot  refift  the  peculiar  afcendcncy 
vhich  you  have  over  me;  it  friiftrates 
all  my  intentions,  and  diflipates  all  my 
fufpicionS|  and  forces  the  truth  from 
ny  hearts 

Beloved. 


hnn  dared  to  let  its  voice  be  heard  agiiiilii 
ytott  ;  and  the  bciig^  wha  it 

a 


Heamsii  OA  viUiefi!i  fimn  the  mom 
again  beWd  yoTi§it  ha*  IrtJtn  obliicrai 
and  1  fiiould  bluii  to  explain  it  ro  j 
StoulSnpt  fnA  pmitf  i]irMalYiiu& 
e^^fclfisd  ft  ^IbSk  to  lib  DC^IUteliS 
^hat  he  alluded  to?  Bat  fbe  liU^lw 
occafion  to  vindicate  bcrfelf;  for  tlic 
itmocence  and  candor  of  ber  couatt^ 

nance  was  an  emblem  of  her  heart.    '  ^'  * 

i    f  #  . 

At  this  moment,  Mn.  f^^ck  enteftft 
In  her  ufual  giddy  manner,  and  prefentafl 
Malvina  a  letter,  which  had  been  jtift 
recehrcd.  A  flafli  of  lightning 
not 

•pcmef^  eficEl,  than  the of 
hand  writing  had  on  Sir  EdTtrond,  ft 
■was  from  Mr.  Prior — from  that  man 
ivbtfm  Malvina  honored  with  hziisva^ 


:ftfy  m  qpfvfidon  to  ker  c^ofli^'aod  cbe 

CflifiM  of  the  world.  Incenfed  at  tkis 
ap|iueDt  obftinacy,  he  could  not  attri- 
iMf  itl  to  tnyvtfaiiig  bdt'  43ieinoft  deleft- 
•Ue  fliotvvM.  TIm  defire  of  Tevetige 
mtgam /kindled,  aod^  white  his  bofom 
miiiia  fajr  fige»ifor  the  gntification  of 
moNA,  'be  went  to  Mrs.  f  en- 
tid^  and  Altered  m  « ^roi ce  loud  enough 
■^ke  heard,  the  moft  tender  and  flat« 
tsAigientfaDeiits  he  cooid  difaik*of. 

•  -Malvina  wai  lemmg  with  her  head 
fiipported  by  her  haMl^  protewiing  to 
Rad,  but  father  fiioeked  ai  the  impas- 
icmed  looki  of  Sir  £dtnondy  ^  liftened 
nth  inconceiveable  aftonifiiment  to  his 
DMVerfiilicm  with  Mrs.  'Fenwick,  and 
ll  eMMOie  furprSfe  it  ooca&oned,  pre- 
liMied  the  pain  (he  woi^ld  otherwife 
kne  ifelt  frem  iu  Scidi  unparalleled 
kmkmliiefs  appeared  to  her  beyond 
fliMief :  flie  faw,  but  could  not  com- 
Itknid  it|  and  iras  quite  overcome, 

withoui. 


withottt  ^  pmff  of  MfiflM^lM 

!  'f  ■  -id  ,''-JA  'i!:^'o  l« 
Sit  SdmondyVhoQbfirbrtdtbtfd^ 

•  ditation  in  wfaick  fbt  t|i)peandlo  kfi 
cd^and  attribaiiag  it  toithe  lettdr, 
file  had  in  her  hitfid|:l\ii  .nga:  IM 
at  Malvjba's  reveitet  andivft^dcltt] 
to  excite  her  atteotiMt  M  the  ni 
offendiBg  her  i  add  continued  hii  f 
marks  of  preference  to  Mrs«  Fe 
But  the  more  his  animation  inci 
the  more  abforbed  Malvina  becami 
while  file  was  fuj^pofed  to  be  thinl 

.another!  ihe  was  at  a  loCi  for  id< 
under  ftand  what.fhewitnefled*. 

Mrs.  Melmor  and  Mrs.  Fenwick 
alternately  going,  oat  of  |he  rooo 
returning  inflantly;  yet  nothing! 
roufe  Malvina's  attention,  whicl 
tinned  fo  long,  that  it  appeared  fin 
and  Sir  Edmond,  who  could  not  : 
prevent  bimfelf  from  en^cayourii 


;Anfdfe«rJdba%  took  tker:  o^^oitMdif 
(vhaotiirAhooghi  Jio'one  obferved  him) 
to  IwMlrer  tho  back  of  Malvina*i  cbair, 
tter  appears  to  havfrclaitned 
attention.  •  Gracious  Heaven, 
pihiiftLd  Malvina^  at  if  Ihe  had  been 
t  awJomed  from?  a  -  deep  fleepN— y on 
i'seiiudad  me  'thltt  I  havjfi/iti  .for 
L  entirely  forgot  it* 

AftiEdanoid  ihth  ^olrferved  that  :the 
had  nevetf;beenr.opcjn<d;:,.  and  bt 
,  Ab  l  wfaov  ims  t^^^  hBippy^  the 
being,  Whiob  fq  entirely  occu- 
IM  y oarjitttntioni  I  .WM  ftrnch,  re- 
ified lhe,»loolui|g  at  hi«h  in  comenv- 
flUiRj^  ,Sot,  I:  Gjinnot  account  for  the 
ig^f -ik^faUehood  the  moft  uniform, 
ited  fPith  franknefs  and  candor,  and  all 
energy  of  femiment,  to  the  *moft 
pUble  licmtioufnefs.  I  have  bebn 
le^ng  upon  jthis  unheard;  of  jnedley 
contrasiotiea;'  the  Jocpmpvefaenfible 
Ifrmblagp  of  i  w)iidi  ^onfoundetd  all  my 
k  Ideasi 


ijooarnfutly,  how^madi  dhici^piMHiHlii 
mke  me  fufkr  tdi  the  iigiiffjF  UMftli 
^ilt]r  of  towaidi  yom  Xidjir^Aqtr:!! 
^nd  to  aeeofe  or  {MinUh  fom^  ftofftflii 
^fdainf ttl})^  ¥oi»  da  not  ddnE  otwaii 
thy  your  mgfory  yet^.f£I  IwdllMMhti 
^rtimity  of  «xflainfliig  iu/U^mati 
motives  :  ^*it( 

f  can  difpenfe  ivith  Bot6,  intsrniiN 
Malvina;  I  have  not  the  ieaft  cufiei 
to  be  acquainted  with  theai^  as  viufl 
kave  feen  it  quite  (ufiBdeot;  aad^fii 
this  ffKMnent  I  relinquifli  die  idea  of  d 
eomprehendkig  yon.  Qn  frying  ikkfi 
quitted  (he  roomi  and  returaed.io'l 
chamber,. 

The  moment  ihe  was  atonei  fte  fci 
into  tcaris.  The  more  energy  Sir  I 
mond  had  ufed  in  his  exprefliona  to  h 
the  lefs  could  fte  pardon  him  for  havi 
counterfeited  it ;  and  even  foppofio||  H 
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lelnd  not  deceived  her,  and  that  bit  be- 
Iiaffov  had  been  the  effe6l  of  thought* 
^eibefs;  fbe  felt,  that  from  henceforth  it 
'^vonld  be  impoffible  to  place  the  leaft 
confidence  in  a  man  vrhofe  fentiments 
coald  change  every  moment;  and  per* 
hafi  the  moft  painful  feeling  which  her 
tibrt  could  reproach  him  with,  was,  that 
"khad  placed  it  out  of  her  power  ever  to 
%cHcvc  any  of  his  proteftation5«. 

*  ■Ifcmthelcfi  mortified  at  a  prcpoflfeffion, 
^Mcrie  reality  fhe  could  not  conceal,  (he 
^fenfeffed,  that  aH  ihe  viees  of  Sit  Ed^ 
Mnd  could  not  diminifh  this,  (b  much 
U  the  fight  of  hiin  augmented  her  par* 
iility  ;  therefore^  to  exelode  it  for  ever, 
kwas  rieceffary  that  fee  Ihould  abfent 
terfelf  irom  his  company.  \  She  then 
fced  her  determination  to  fet  out  for  Su 
Clare-Hall,  in  two  days,  whatever  might 
ht  Mrs.  Burton  s  remonftrances  againft 
k.  In  the  evening,  when  fhc  retired  to 
^  chamber,  ihe  found  a  letter  on  her 

tabki 


uhle^  the  Iiwid.writi»g  dl^filiffM 

fcfaiy  unknowD^to  |i«i:<r{CMIing.r'3 
kinsy  (he  eHquifcd  of  )fVfi  ftomrl) 
it  came  ?   Slt^  repliod,  thit  s  ftifnge 
:had  brought' ity  and  ch^igfsd.j^errti 
. lii^t it herfel£--ta her  loV^f^ 

.    .  .  i.  ".. ; 

'  Afalvin^  at  a  lo^  io^guela'  at  4B1 
ihor;  and  before  Ihe  opened  it,  lo 
at  the  ^c^lf  but  there  wai  no  cyphi 
it — ^when  flxe  had,  before  perufin( 
.coilteiits  ihe  faw,  at  the  conciufio 
:  the, fourth  page,  the  fignature  of  £di 
.  Bu.rion.    Shie  felt  her  cheeks  glovj 
>»^f  Mvt.yr^s  uncojo^monly  agiuted. 
.certain  whether  (he  ought  to  read^it- 
,  fh^  had  run  oyer  tba  firft  page,  and 
-nearly  got  to  the  end  of  the  letter^ 
fore  Ihc  had.  concluded  to  peruic  ^] 


lUi'.j::,,  ,1  ••...^r.-.j       Untl  ^n:  v 


'ilr  Edffmd Bwkmto  Maiame  di  ScfK^i 

'VYOU  fcft  me  over. 
Jined  by  your  indigQation^  and  truly 
sd''  from  my  repehjtance.  ■  Words 
s(  inadequate  to  exprefs  -^bftt  I  have 
srcd  from  that  momenti'-^^he  new 
todftence  which  I  have  derived  from  you 
kipo  novelffor  roe  to  defcribe^-r^Till  this 
ily  I  nits  i ignorant  that  thef  e  wer<  pains 
jbd pleafures  :  alinoft .  above  -  hurnan 
ipiogthco  fvpport.  It  is  certainly  only 
Imftif  who  can  oqcafion  me  to  feel  the 

firft, 


^66  ilALVlKA. 

firfty  and  conceive  the  hope  of  the  Im 
But  my  vtces  s&d  your  fevcfiiy  m 
iHspe  4a%.— TUi  bopc,  wUA  \ 
bfeOfHtoe  inf  greatcfl  puzuQmieat  f 
having  had  the  temerity  to  encouray 
and  then  finding  it  vaniihc^  as  an 
phantom,  ,^ 


^  1%  I  bf  .it^^Hiieil  to  ml 

'  that  it  was  the  vii^tutc  of  my 
%vbich  has  rendered  mc  guilty*  Olil  1 

hope  ?  Do  not  imaginei  that  from 
bemg  fo  foUcitous  of  gaining  your 
feftioiH  that  I  l>elievedjaiiyrelf  Worth] 
fuch  a  bleffing?  But  if  tite  beiog  a 
be  deferving^-^fao  is  to. obtain  (t^lM 
ticit/?«^What  mortal  can  hwt  the  | 
ftiwpdOA  to  afpfre  to  you  ?!  Obi  MtM 
I  km  but  too  fenfible  of  aU  tbtl){] 
pdieU*  I  heboid  my rid6*4^dr  tbeft^ 
diftanire  between  us  ia^  imaasdfis^fqBl 
love  you^  and  tbi»  word  brmga  imf 
i6  yov^   Deign  tio  guide 


m  new  creature,  that  I  may  uttite  all  fhat 
can  pleale  you.  There  are  no  effbrtt 
irhich  I  would  attenpt,  nor  any  proofs 
vhich  I  would  not  undergo  to  dcferve 
you. 

^  My  errors  are  innumerable  I  ac« 
klLDOwledge — many  guilty  flames  have  pro* 
rSmcd  my  heart;  but  the  image  of  MaU 
vmifaas  purified  it. — Will  fbc  then  deign 
to  accept  that  heart  which  is  exclufively 
entirely  her  own?  from  ihkt  mon^ent  it 
nay  become  more  worthy  of  cher  ac* 
ceptance,  by  humbly  endeavouring  to 
imitate  her« 

1  One  word  from  Malvina  will  per- 
.htm  wonders — ihe  can  transform  my 
^,^es  into  virtues.  I  could  do  any  thing 
F  by  her  commands— yes,  every  thing,  ex- 
^  <cpt  ceafing  to  love  her.  Oh  I  Malvina, 
^iKift  amiable,  moft  adored  of  women,  do 
-  aatftjcft  my  vows,  but  believe  that  fuch 
[  %faflSm  as  minoi  with  you  for  its  objeftf 


lejca] 

fo4 


h  ibfioitetjF  mow  capable 

ccpoMjr  vtftuous.     Ah,  Mai 
pardon  a  being  who  had  the  itt 
before  he  had  acquired  the  Ic^ft 
over  your  hearty  for  daring  to  be  jc 
^BrI  the  Bea  of  Mf .  WnM^  0F 
Utrr  whom  you  ba^e  {If|!fii(te4 
iildlimherable  a  friendfhip,  purfues 
torments  me.    It  is  already  too  muc 
(upport  the  idea  of  being  indiflTercc 
fo^i^  bprio^let  tfMLher  pfcfcmd,  ii 

tt^p^h  ^  and  I  am  uncertain  to  1 
jtei^l^  revenge  mi^t  force  iiie. 

iUvteli  you  pofic&  fimch  I! 
^tj%  Aiid?^  fenfilflttfjf^ii  laviiNf 
another*  AK!  what  intolerable  ago 
has  this  occafioned  my  heart.  Ma 
liope  to  obtain  my  pardon  from  tb^ 
tie,  the  gei3tof0tt«:Mifm^^ 
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liif  ^D  -  dTercom^  her  anger.  If  I 
ii'.biic  defcribe  (but  that  would  be 
]ffiiik)aU  I  hve  fuffered  from  what 
k^4bfelmor  acquainted  me  with  re- 
ne  io  Mr.  Prior's  being  drfmifled  from 
toaJHalU'-OD  account  of  bis  aiFedion 
you;  and  alfo,  that  it  was  returned 
MaWina.  Gracious  God!  could  I 
rlnuretbelieved  this  ? 

*Oh!  Malvlna,  on  the  evening  of  my 
laitnre,  when.  I  could  not  longer  con- 
i  what  I  felt,  and  I  dared  to  let  you 
ceive  the  pain  your  intimacy  with  him 
afioned  me,  did  you  not  anfwer  me 
t  maimer  and  with  a  voice  which  al- 
jfa  penetrates  my  Ibul  ?  and  which  you 
ne  are  capable  of,  in  words  which  are 
{raven  on  my  heart-^*  Ah !  I  do  not 
kto  affli£t  yoii/  This  was  fufiicient  to 
c}ttde  fbr  ever  all  {hat  the  infmuations 
^bluttny'  could  fully  you  with.  But, 
ilvina,  are  we  always  juft,  and  cool, 
lU  y         I  when 


nond  ^ 
iauto  ■ 
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neareft  aod  deirelt  to  the  hea 
MaWina,  the  penitent  Edmond^ 
deferve  your  forgivcnels, 
worthy  oF  you,  by  theiremor| 
fviCcii^^i  you  J  knev^the  ^rc 
betrayed,  fiol tibe  pall  (ccsm 
hilated  from  my  exiRence  ;  and 
begin  to  Hvc  tincc  1  have^ltf]^ 
loved  Malvina.  ^ 

You  have  enlightened  my  da 
changed  every  thing  around  me.' 
I  have  called  pleafure  and  love, 
feel  did  not  deferve  the  name; 
mind  is  exalted  and  enlalrged  liiice 
tunate  moment  that  my  heart  ba$ 
temerity  to  afpire  to  fo  fuperior  « 
can  I  then  dare  to  fufped  fuch  a 
Oh !  Malvina,  whatever  may 
4:rimes,  and  the  ii\juftice  I  may  ba 
guilty  of  towards  you,  you  ihjU) 
quainted  with  every  thin^«  '  . 
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^  You  muft  knoW)  that  when  I  at  lad 
e  credit  to  Mrs.  Melmofs  inforina* 
I,  I  determined  to  renounce  you  for 
r«-that  I  even  endeavoured  to  hate 
i;  and  I  fhould  have  had  a  fecret 
iTare  in  your  knowing  it,  if  I  thought 
vould  have  given  you  pain.  But^  on 
If  appearance,  all  my  refolutions  va- 
led,  and  my  love  feemed  to  increafe 
m  the  facrlBces  which  I  impofed  on 
ieU.— And  I  had  only  to  behold  Mai- 
»— to  believe  her  innocent.  But  this 
ming,  when  I  beheld  that  fatal  letter, 
eemed  to  freeze  all  the  ardor  of  my 
Ii  and  I  was  no  longer  mafter  of  my- 
I  had  recourfe  to  a  blind  and  foolifh 
enge  to  allay  my  torments,  which  has 
r  terminated  in  defpair. 

At  fuch  a  moment,  how  defpicable 
f  appear  in  not  making  'a  diftindion 
ireen  Malvina  and  all  the  reft  of  her 
To  have  the  vanity  to  think  I  could 
d  hcr^  by  affeSing  to  appear  gay  and 
J  2  frivolous 
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frivolous  with  another  woman,  i 
what  have  I  gained  by  this  painfu 
fimulation?  an  anfwer,  which,  fcvc 
it  was,  was  infinitely  lefs  painful 
your  contempt;  and  the  look  with  % 
it  was  accompanied — Malvina  hata 
defpifes  me, 

"  Malvina,  perhaps,  believes  tl 
have  deceived  her,  and  therefore  t! 
mc  unworthy  of  her  notice, — She  d 
and  flics  me;  yet  I  have  no  rig 
complain,  as  I  have  undoubtedl] 
ferved  it. — But  at  lead  do  not  doul 
affcftion — my  love  is  my  only  coi 
tion,  and  my  only  merit,  for  by  I 
fliall  live  in  hopes  of  foftening  her. 
alone  can  make  me  attach  any  va 
my  cxiftence. 

Edmond  Bur 

When  Malvina  had  finiflicd  n 
this  letter,  fiie,  for  fome  momenU 
■  irfclf  up  to  the  moa  plcafing  id 
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fbt  imagined,  that  if  Sir  Edmond 
jtooid  once  experience  a  perfeft  detefta- 
4»n  for  his  former  pleafures,  he  might 

f erer  renounce  all  thofe  pernicious 
yn  which  had  fo  long  led  him  in  the 
rcry  paths  of  vice.  That  perhaps, 
lier  account)  he  might  as  it  were 
l^ia  to  live;  and  the  purfuit  of  virtue 
liold  conftitute  his  happinefs.  She 
Biy  pardoned  him  for  the  caprices  his 
Bbofy  bad  occafioned. 

&hl  what  infinite  pleafure  would  it 
Ve'me,  faid  fhe,  if  I  could  be  inftru* 
b^tal  in  faving  fuch  a  mind  from  vice; 
irain  thofe  pafllions  which  are  now  fo 
lUeot,  to  goodnefs  and  purity,  by  that 
ider  and  delicate  fentiment  which  con- 
ibtly  leads  to  the  praElice  of  every 
tuc^  And  it  is  really  myfelf  who  am, 
it  appears,  called  upon  to  undertake 
I  accomplifh  the  glorious  tafk  which 
to  be  rewarded  by  the  love  of  Ed- 
od.  And  dare  I  deliver  myfelf  up, 
I  3  without 


^AbcNVllufiiiAg,  tmlie  lentlmiiiij 
force  me  onward,  mod  imiiiphs 
iDCf  in  oppofitjon  to  myfelf^  and  ¥l 
till  this  mom£ot9  Ims  produced 
forrow  and  iitfborfe  ? 


Ml 

reetiill 
dutv.f 


O  God !  why,  a!as,  cannot 
fclf  from  it?  But  my  foul  feetnS 
to  the  remembrance  of  lu  dmyi^ 
itA  vows,     Clara,  iny  faclpvcd  M 

a  voniw^ho  could  li 
to  a  tyrannic  paOioB.  At  this  mtii 
J  recolleft^  vith  terror,  when  dclivi! 
her  into  my  arms,  thou  faidft,  be  J 
]^'flti8#fer,  Malvinai  let  her  always 
wi^you,  a  ftr^ger  to  any  other  a^ 
fUy*  AM  I  may  impofc  a  feTere  dut] 
yon,  but  it  is  not  from  fuch  a  o* 
M^lvina  that  I  exa^L  a  common  facr 
Qarat  I  wHl  l^eep  thii  j^romUbi 

every  connefilott 
in  the  lead  invade  its  rights^ 
m  iif  4i»y  iiMicpcndcoce,  or  divi^. 
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cnt  I  will  fupprefs  the  inlrufibn  of 
^crj  pleafing  idea. 

Oh !  Edmond,  at  the  moment  when  you 
ivc  fliewn  yourfelf  moft  deferving  my 
:ccra,  muft  I  bid  you  adieu  for  ever  ? 
It  if  I  wilhcd  to  avoid  you,  when  I 
>ught  you  perfidious  and  inconftant, 
w  much  more  urgent  are  the  reafons 

my  flying  from  you  at  this  moment, 
ten  I  have  proved  your  affeflion  and 
cerity.  It  was  infinitely  more  eafy  to 
ift  it  before  this  confirmation  of  your 
demefs.  But  now — Ah!  I  will  depart, 
hout  lofing  a  moment;  and  be  parti- 
arly  careful  to  conceal  this  fecret  from 
I,  which  would  only  add]  to  my  grief 
I  betray  my  weaknefs. 

*  *    .  *  ■ 

Aalvina  therefore  refolved  to  fet  out 

St.  Clare-Hall,  the  following  day, 
lOUt  feeing  Sir  Edmond,  devoting 
felf  a  ViQim  to  a  faftidious  delicacy, 
ch  her  friend  would  have  been  the 
I  4  lall 


inch  circumflances.    But  flie  im 
vas  the  diflates  of  duty;  and 
•  idea}  her  determination  \vas  iai 

^fity  to  condemn  llalvina,  otig 
49^ber  fuch  an  example  does 
ifisenlly  occur,  and  fetdom  exi 
Blinds  that  poflefa  it^  moSL  ^ai 
mems  of  virtue. 


iff 


CHAP.   XIL  ^ 


^^g,  on  bearing  Sir  Edmcftid  was  belowf 
L^e  ftaid  in  her  room  longer  than  ufual ; 
greparing  to  go  down,  when  ihe 
fiitt-Uddtfigi  Mfsi  BurtoTi  gmd^^ 

iTioa^i  apartment  liltli  liw^ 
incc  indamedj'aiid  CTrcry  feature  dU^ 
^Joricd  by  rage, '  M  .   ,  .  . 

i*4./  I  lu  f/u  9<ir  y^^^i ••t^tfc^ 


I  ifis  ignonnt,  Tatd  {he,  to  i 
Ibould  attribute  the  fingular  behai 
Sir  Edmond;  but  ifj  what  Mrs- 1 
htf  acquainted  me  with  is  true^  i 
dilobediaice  it  die  tfkSk  oCyour  i 
1  Iby  1  atf^  eitf^  lai 
iSeived  you  in  iny  bfiQfeH4  !irl|%< 
^  my  anns  to  welcome  an  ungrateful  t 
who  e^er  fince  llie  has  been  here 

detvotffcd  to  iillfffi  tffli^N 

1110ft  mkm  mikfl^'  miA !  mm 

his  given  the  fitiifhmg  ftroke 
whole,  by  engaging  my  nepbew 
fufe  the  honorable  ekibtilhilieiiti 
I  bad  gaiofiiiifkii^         »  i 

It  is  unfortunate,  extremely  n 
nate  for  me,  who  have  been  fli 
myfelf  with  the  hopes  of  fuch  a  m 
liance;  and  wlieti  1  had  excited 
»«ifi»$lt4t>  aoeoii^Ulbii^  to 
mf  proji^  Tftni&i  by  the  infini 
of  a  woman,  who,  tmdcr  the  appe 
of  cwdoti  uicft  aU  the  arts  pf  coj 
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Oh!  good  God,  madam,  exclaimed 
Malvina— of  what  is  it  that  I  am  accufed? 
that  you  have  thus  loaded  me  with  fuch  a 
torrent  of  reproaches,  before  you  know 
whether  I  have  deferved  them  ? 

Oa  not  imagine  that  you  can  deceive 
nealfo?  replied  Mrs.  Burton,  with  ve- 
hemence— I  know  you  now,  and  all  your 
intrigues  mc  difcovered.  It  was  not  fuf- 
ficicni  to  attach  Mr.  Prior  by  your  wiles, 
Edmond  muft  atfo  feel  them. 

It  was  very  plain  to  be  feen  at  the  ball 
Aat  you  particularly  endeavoured  to 
ecUpfe  Lady  Mary  Summerhiil;  and  it 
was  obferved  yefterday  morning,  th'at 
hy  an  affeQed  reverie,  and  fentence  only 
half  articulated,  with  a  peculiar  expres* 
fion  of  countenance,  that  you  attempted 
to  infpire  Sir  Edmond  with  that  fpirit  of 
difobedience  which  he  has  juft  now  map 
mfefted. 

16  All 


4fib  ' 

All  file  preliminftfiia'verc  fiEUled,  and 
Lord  Stafford  wfti  oa  the  point  of  ob* 
tainiiig  the  title  for  me,  which  1  have  To 
much  dc fired.  Lady  Mary  was  readf  to 
give  bet  €c»ffiMl^^««^dingly  I  iuvaiii 
Sir  Edmond  to  attend  me  ^sfiotfiiog  ii 
my  clofct,  and  infiltiieil  him  wh.it  hii 
been  concluded  ;  afid  alfo  ihat  he  vat 
expelled  to  perfotfii  his  promife*  In^ 

my  propofals,  and  ablbiMil; 
hand  of  her  lady  {hip. 

OgMfeM  It  ««NitfS  Ite  to 
m  tliii«l  ivhen  the  heart  is  not  intereftcd 
How  ridiculous  to  hear  him  talk  of  lovcj 
vho  has  ever  made  a  jell  of  fuch  a 
timent^  to- think  <}f  facrificiiig  fitcll 
fl&iMtii  mii  Mor«Ut'^)jlt!Mteii^ 
feotiment^  aod  any  one  may  obferve^froa 
thii4Bfiip«e  iHil/,  that  he  had  been  in* 

Jlucnctd 


fen*. 


mi 


fiumofi/ii  hy  MumMmxe  woxnans  ^lio  only 
•yeftcHpday.dcfipifed,  wi^ji  w  air  of  indif* 
Jkfcoftf.tht  suurked  atten^ipn  of  fuch  a 
.i^uui  as  *  I^d  St/uihope.   But  it  is  of  na 
«piiif  qaence,  ibe  continued  (without  giv- 
ing  Malvina  an  opportuqity  of  fpeaking) 
who  has  inftigated  him  to  this;  if  I  fait 
M  viDj^projcQs,  I  4tall  fucceed  in  my 
«W9Ci('   Frpm  this  moo^t  I  ihall  give 
^llut.ifixtnnc  to  another . which  I  have 
kidietto  always  ireferved  for  h;m.   As  to 
yoUf  inadam,  you  lhall  leave  this  houfe  > 
for  all  the  civilities  I  have  fhewn  you,  I 
kiTC  bten  recqmpcinfed  by  your  having^ 
Mcafiqned  coiitu.l^Qn,  (Drrow,  and  difobe* 


il, had  .determined  t;oi  fet  o£F  to-morrow, 
ni^ed  MjiJlviDa,  9a}fply ;  my  plan  has 
rllfen  ^unifQrm,  and  whatever  may  have 
the  jcjyilities  you  allude  to,  the  mo- 
of  my  departure  will  be  the  molt 
«gRea|>lc  of  any  I  have  pa^ed  with  you. 
yttf  if;  I  do  not  condefcend  to  vindicate 
i  myfeli 


'  mm 

maUcioafTy  circulated  concemi 
the  intereft  of  Sir  Edmond  fo  fa| 
gages  iTiCj  that  1  folctnnly  declare 
my  intention  of  leaving  tbu  pUoe 
ttl       hitB  lllbllE* 


Thus,  madam,  if  the  fcmitnents 
fufpca  he  poffeffes,  and  which  has 
deted  him  culpable  m  voiir  ppioiiM 

Yes,  madam,  replied  Mrs.  Button 
ganKng  her  with  a  look  of  anger)  ai 
was  leaving  the  room,  I  fee  very  clei 
by  your  readinefs  in  defending 
your  careleffnefs  in  what  regards  y 
own  juftification,  how  very  dear  hei 
you;  and  alfo,  how  certain  you  art 
your  power  over  KM  ^'Mt^V  do  nol  l| 
gine  your  triumph%  «in%kte! 
may  even  reach  him,  and'  knevkig  4 
you  are^  he  will  cf|juiift|»iyilKr«id 
iDgly,  ^ 


Aluf  faid  Malvina,  ufoon  ai  Ihenftta 
reliered  from,  her  prefence,  what  evil  is 
itihai  flie  vift^  me  ?   Is  it  not  fufficient 

I  tbtl  have  for  ever  renounced  Sir  Ed- 
Wmd?  But  muft  Ihe  endeavour  to  de- 

'  prive  me  of  his  efteem;  and  may  Ibe 
Bot  very  eafily  fucceed  in  that  attempt? 
%  my  abfence  he  will  be  furrounded 
%  there  who  are  my  enenm^s^who  wHI 

'  te£tate  my  ruin — ^who^Ji^ill  then  vin« 
Aciteme.  His^  heart  wRt  no  longer  an* 
her  mine,  and  he  will  no  longer  believe 
tbat  virtue. 

Oh!  cruel  Mrs,  Burton,  why  have  I 
^evcr  known  you  ?— and  what  can  I  have 
■  done  to  excite  fuch  invincible  hatred 
^|What  Ihe  had  done,  was  to  be  her  fu- 
.jperior  in  every  thing.  She  was  as  con- 
Ipicuous  in  her  figure,  as  her  mind  was 
;exalted,  and  no  other  was  noticed  when 
near  her;  and  this  was  entirely  the  ef- 
it&  of  that  genuine  fimplicity  and  un- 
tfluming  modefty^  that  ihe  paid  no  at- 
'  '  tcnuon 


ihoul 

I 


tendon  to  the  praifci  (he  recmeds  ^ 
dcrpifed  fuch  empty  dtftijlQiofis,  I 
perfons  whom  fhe   couAt  noi  eRi 
.g^lui  vifible  fuperiomy  Mrs.  BurtOQ 
^  cpofcious  of ;  and  fiom  being  ^ 
^  tfcat  her  as  fhe  deferved}  &e  |H 
hatred  to  Mah  ina  Jncrcafe,  without 
poflibility  of  finding  any  thipg,  t< 
^her  for,  withjuAice, 

WtLbout  ptrfeftly  compfeSeQi 
reafoTis  Mrs,  Fen  wick  had  conccivec 
inQinSlve  diHike  to  Malvina;  fhc  fou 
every  occalion  to  fpeak  againft  her^  : 
vas  encouigu«4]JK^^    the  adyice  of  s 
hafband.   t^tff  hm  both  determk 
.for  feme  time  to  ruin  Malvina  if  p 
fible,  and  alfo  Sir  Edmondj  in  the  o 
nion  of  Mrs,  3urton;  at  leaft  fufiicien 
to  depriv(|^|^  ^C.^^^i  ^^^^l^i  ^ 
confidence^  .  2y,U£^  artlficji^ii  they  I 
gained  an  afcendency  in  the  houjt;  |( 
guided  by  his  advice,  Mrs,  Fcnwick  fii 
prevailed  oa^ j^r^£ui^Loo^lo  fend  awj 
-  *  -^^^  *  Malr"^ 


vina»  hoping  by  this  means,  in  a 
*t  time,  to  gain  as  much  influence 
-  her,  with  refped  to  the  deftiny  of 
Eldmond,  that  he  might  feverely  re* 
the  having  abandoned  her, 

^hile  all  thefe  plans  were  proje£lingi 
v^ina  was  preparing  for  her  departure, 
gh  undetermined  where  Ihe  fhould 
ler  refideoce;.  but  retained  her  firft 
ition  of  vifiting  Mrs.  St.  Clare,  and 
n  there,  refleft  what  would  be  raoft 
ble  for  her  future  deftination* 

K  did  not  make  her  appearance  at 
er,  but  as  foon  as  fhe  heard  all  the 
y  were  fet  out  for  the  play,  flie  went 
n  to-  the  garden.  It  was  large  and 
ary.  She  fougjht  the  moll  retired 
,  that  (lie  might  indulge  the  melan- 
y  reflexions  which  her  fituatipn  pro- 
ed.  But  notwithftanding  all  her  en* 
/ours,  the  idea  of  Sir  Edmond  would 
ade  on  her  thoughts*    She  wept  on 

their 


their  apimatdiltig  fef ftraii0%  and 

with  regret,  when   fhe  imagined  hov 
bitterly  he  would  reproadi  her,  on  bear*  . 

of  ]ier  depaf tuK*  Ultefig  bii  Uim 
horn  ber  hs^^mj  m^h^h$  ^k^^M^  hat 
iearsr  Ihe  faid.  Ah  [  it  did  not  defem 
fuch  an  anfwer  as  filence  and  necjleftj 
but  whatever  may  be  the  ill  opiniDA 
takf  have  of  me  In  fumivs  on  my  appcj 
itlfii^fiUtiaita  ferei«^l4bttllaika| 


Oh  !  Sir  Edmonds  continued  fhe,  hoi 
ing  her  hanu kerchief  to  her  eyes, 

jflcite  hut  read  li»^*lKart:  but  I  & 
iWdier  fay,  why  ciumot  I  conceal  frooi 
myfelf  the  diftrelfing  conflitls  I  have  cu* 
dured  in  order  to  Airget  you*    Jufl  a» 

noifl^  flidte^^  iiart,  and  turning  t& 

ferve  what  had  occanoned  it,  flie  pef' 
ccived  Sir  EilinoncI  at  her  feet.  Th^ 
unexpected  iight  of  him  occaiioned 


M 


t>  ntter  a  faint  cry ;  and  alarmed  alio,  at 
be  idea  that  he  might  have  overheard 
er,  ihe  wifhed  to  Oy  from  his  prefence. 
tat  the  firft  ftep  (he  advanced.  Sir  Ed- 
Dond's  letter  fell,  and  on  (looping  to 
ake  it  up,  the  vind  blew  it  towards  him, 
le  caught  it,  and  returning  it  to  her,  he 
iMind  it  was  ftill  wet  with  her  tears.  Oh, 
GodI  he  exclaimed,  is  this  an  illufion  ?  Is 
lib  Malvina  whom  I  behold,  and  is  it  her 
y/^om  I  have  heard?    Is  it,  Malvina  who 
poflcfles  fenfibility?  Malvina,  who  really 
lof et  ?  What  unexpeded  happinefs  f  for 
tkc  obje£l  of  her  preference,  who  is  now 
before  hen    On  uttering  this,  he  fur* 
^ed  her  with  that  look  of  eloquent 
filence,  which  infinitely  more  than  words 
'xprcifed  the  excefs  of  his  felicity. 

Ah,  I  am  ruined,  interrupted  Malvina  I 
aalf  terrified;  where  fhall  I  fly  ?  Where 
my  weaknefs  ?   Ah,  what  do  I  hearp 
^claimed  Sir  Edmond,  with  impetuofity. 
me,  hide  yourfeVf. — Can  I  beKeve  it 

poffible  J 


iflt  MAtVlNA. 

pofljble?  I  who  adore  you!  when 
lovemej  what  power  on  eanh  Qiau 
j^^  ffpm  mt  f  £kfot«I  t^ad  an  id 
tendtf  f«y|j}bility,  1  would  ]| 
contendfd  for  you  with  the  whole 
¥f|rfe;  and  now  thy  heart  acknowl< 
its  attachment,  when  1  have  hean 
cG^feiBon  from  ypur  own  Up$, 
jp|oii^  to  ]foiirf^/  the  tw^t 
I  experiencc/wyftn^^ 

No,  Malvina,  from  henceforth 
are  mine;  t  am  interwoven  in 
deftiny;  I  muft  in  future  tread  in 
path  of  life ;  I  will  never  leave  you  a 
Fly,  if  you  wifh  it,  to  the  end  oi 
world,  there  alfo  will  you  find  mi 
(hall  follow  you  every  where,  claim 
every  where,  and  you  will  beholc 
at  your  feet,  as  I  am  now,  loving 
to  madnefs.  But  Malvin?.  loves 
Malvina  is  mine:  faying,  this,  whil< 
his  knees  before  her,  he  folded  his 

r( 


-immd  ilier  with  the  mbft  prbfodhH  re- 
Jfpeft;  and  though  in  this  deltrium,  he 
my  dared  prefs  lus  h'ps^  to  her  robe, 
irom  ain  tnftlniEdve  iieTicaCy^  which  proved 
4qrond  all  he  could  have  uttered,  that 
lie  now  loved  for  tht  ilifft  time  'in  his 
$le  ;  as  it  was  a  degree  of  refpeHFol  awe 
iehad  never  before  felt. 

^  Malvina  wept,  but  continued  (ilent. 
What  could  (he  fay  ?  What  more  could 
ihe  add  ?  Sir  Edmond  had  inadvertently 
heard  the  confeffibn  of  Her  afFe£iion,  with- 
out her  wifh  or  knowledge.  She  was 
now  certain  of  his  adoration,  and  his 
paflionate  determination  of  never  leaving 
her,  thoOgh  flie  blufhed  to  have  her 
fecret  known,  yet  {he  could  not  wiQi  to 
recall  it. 

Sir  Edmond,  intoxicated  with  the  plea- 
iurc  of  an  attachment  which  had  always 
l^ecn  fo  dear  to  him,  and  folding  the  ob- 
m  his  armS)  certain  of  being  beloved* 

He 


MALVXMA. 

He  wu  now  enjoying  a  few  of  ^ofe  jno- 
ments  which  afforded  the  fweeteft  and 
moft  refined  pleafure,  and  which  are  fo 
feldom  ever  realized  in  the  coorfe  of  our 
exiftence.   He  was  aftonifhed  at  finding 
his  eyes  bathed  with  tearst  when  he  wat 
fo  happy;  and  for  the  firft  time  in  hil 
life,  found  they  were  produced 'by  the 
effed  of  thofe  exquifite  fenfations  which 
he  never  had  an  idea  of;  and  preffing 
Malvina's  hand  to  his  heart,  exclaimed, 
Ah !  I  now  am  convinced,  that  if  there 
are  a  thoufand  pleafures  in  life,  there  is 
but  one  kind  of  bappinefs ;  as  that  which 
I  feel  at  this  moment  is  fo  pure  and 
tranfporting,  that  perhaps  it  is  not  even 
in  your  power  to  augment  it.  Oh,  my 
beloved  Malvina,  condefcend  to  deter* 
mine  my  fate,  and  by  confenting  to  unite 
your  deftiny    with  mine,  confirm  that 
confei&on,  which  my  love  dares  not  again 
intreat  from  your  delicacy. 

Malvina 


Malvintwas  confounded. by  this  fud« 
4ai  propofidy  vhich  hdr  .heart  perhaps 
accorded  withfl. though  it  appeared  irre- 
concileable  with  her  dutf.  Shewasheil- 
lltiiig  for  an  anfwer^  when  Ibe  heard 
InBiebody  cough  near  theni}  and  ihe 
VIS  certain  it  was  Mr.  Fenwick.  This 
iundiajteiy  reeaHed'hedr  to  the  world, 
^lich  ihe  had  forgot*  She  then  recol- 
h&ed  with  terror,  that  flie  was  in  the 
||oom  of  the  Ihrubbery,  and  almoft  in 
Oe  arms  of  Sir  Edmond.  Leave  me,  (he 
iKlaimed,  I  have  been  here  too  long, 
Md  my  inexcufeable  imprudence  will 
Inthorife  all  their  malicious  fufpicions; 
Mmiplete  their  triumph;  and  perhaps, 
Inbitter  .the  reft  of  my  life. 

Why,  interrupted  Sir  Edmond,  with 
Ittkknefs,  will  you  value  the  opinion  of 
I  ridiculous  and  misjudging  world, 
Irhich  can  never  underftand  your  charac- 
ler  or  your  adions  ?  I  who  love  you 
toly,  wilh  to  live  for  you  alone.  Of 
^  ^  what 


what  confeqdence  is  their  Mle-ttilkef 
Ob,  Malvint,  before  Hea'MM^  'Vlto'^fai 
behold  and  judge  our  intc^^tioni;  Ohffef 
that  this  beloved  band  -^ftiali  1ie  *«riM; 
«hd  then  let  the  ftorfli  rage— CMitm 
affe&you. 

Ah!  ^xolaimed  Mal^aa,  liim]^ 
'towards  the  hbufe;  in  the' diftrefs  'my 

'  mind  is  in  at  this  moment,  you  tnuft  not 
•  exaftany  promife  frotn  me?  I  am  not 
perfeftly  my  own  miftrefs ;  for  does '  hot 
the  child  of  my  Clara  claim  all  myatteo- 
tion?  Did  I  not  on  the  death  of  mf 
friend,  give  her  my  folemn  promife  never 
to  engage  myfelf?  Ye«,  Sir  Edmond, 
let  me  fly,  and  endeavour  to  forget  you, 
that  I  may  not  have  toaccufe  the  memory 
of  that  beloved  friend,  as  being  the^bnly 


|^*'I>eareft  Malvina,  >ftid  Sir  'Ed- 
^Viofid,  'flopping  her  a|bi*ift  her  Inclhh- 
^*^Bi  touft  fuch  cflWfiddttitions  aliWy»*j 


"obAacle  which  feparates  me  from  you. 


UALYIIfA.'  19g: 

lie  mw  Cray  dther     But  loTe  wiH 
its  pover,  aid  oveitHlvw  fuch 
It,  And  evicn  foftea  -Malvinau  Whf 
fott. leave  me?  Yoa  wiA  todepait 
m;  «nd  you  mifft  go  >€o  rMni* 
Clare's,  ito  that  Mrs.  St.  C^an^s,  whofe 
ra  are  for  ever  cloCed  iagainftr  me.  In 
of  Heaven  change  *  an  SnflieiUfoii 
zh  will  drive  .me  to  .deTpv^...  jBut 
is  it  that  you  require,  replied  MaK 
violently  agitated  (and:altempting 
irforward)  I  really  cannot  ftay  here 
longer,   I  will  not  Aay  another 
vith  Mrs.  Burton;  and  at  ^prefcnc 
ve  not  any  other  afylmn  bu«  Mr^. ' 
kiClare**  houfe ;  &e  is  the  only  woman 
^Iknow.      ■  ''I"; 


feH,'Nfal.ianav  replied  he,  I  do  not 
Hftilo  dppofe  your  defign,  and  howevor 
liferable  yoiJr  aMcace  ^uMl  make  me,  if 
t  cin  be  at  peace,>i  will  ndt  muniiur.  Btft 
that 'J  may  atdeaft  'be>  permitted  td 
\  you  once  more,  that  I  may  amieipMle 


you  of  all  that  agitates  my  o 
you  confcnt  ta  ftop  a  few  hours 
jrow  at  Falkirk  ?  where  1  will  m 
There  I  can  explain  my  fell  wt|b : 

litBi  yoaf  fcruplej;  ami  when  I  leave 
tnay  it  be  with  the  flattering 
it  will  not  be  for  ever. 

IMttding  tone;    and  detaining  her' 
Iccond  time,  fearing  an  interruption 
the  voices  which  they  heard  at  a  111 
'  M&s^^s  fof  if  y Oil  deny  me  fo  fimf 

miflivet  but  emplc^  focccg  mAi 
violent  means  to  fee  you.  But  wl 
I  fay  ?  Malvina,  pardon  me,  I  am 
I  will  relinquifli  ihr&  nfli  ititeiid| 
you  a»  u  Ulimy^  ftuhmikA 
l£pqr  fte|liil|||f  is  dear  to  you,  do  i 
pronounce  . i:  fe6Uilp  which  .1  wi 

fit  i  .11 


UALVINA.  195 

^Woa,  trembling,  alarmed,  and  over- 
come by  folicitations  which  were  conge- 
r  Bial  to  her  heart,  promifed  Sij;  £dmood 
^lovaitfor  him  the  next  day  at  Falkirk; 
r^d  then  flying  from  him  with  the  rapi- 
of  an  arrow,  flie  pafled  Mrs.  Bur* 
4oo  and  Mrs.  Fenwick  on  the  ftairs,  who 
^^trt  going  up  with  Lord  Weymouth, 
without  either  faluting  or  feeing  then* 
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>^  M>!.      *         j/.sfi  f.Hi  r  ill  v>l  i\%v  ni 

J  IV.    /f.  ;^  ir,  IV.  lo  V^*'J 


▲  DUEL. 


The  ladies,  aftoniflied  at 
this  fudden  appearance,  were  at  a  lofs 
to  account  for  the  caufe;  when,  about 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  after,  they  faw 
Mr.  Fenwick  enter  pale  and  agitated. 
He  had  met  Sir  Edmond  in  the  gardeni 
who,  furmifing  that  he  might  make  fome 
malignant  reports,  injurious  to  the  peace 
of  Malvina^  feized  him  by  the  arm,  decla- 
ipltl^  ring 


^Mbjbik  hmiXj  cfaatiEhcAiggefted  the 
^ttefi:  (ufpicion,  or  utfetrd  one  word 
%uiift.  Maduad  de  Sorcy,  iie  fhould 
At}  dne  fey  ef  eft  marl^s  of  bis  -  refenunenc 
-Mr»  Fcnwick,  teirified  at  fucb  a  threap 
readily  promifed  to  be  filem,  that 
femigbt  be  relieved  from  the  prefence 
tf  8b:*£dinond)  whofe  very  looks  made 
fcb  tremble.  .  • 

hvaitt  did  Mrs.  Burton  and  bis  wife 
^BKlioii  him  on  the  caufe  of  his  agita- 
was  yet  under  the  dominion 
^ks  fears,  much  more  than  a  -  regard  to 
proinoiiie,  therefore^  he  would  not 
ttt  a  word  tranf^rp  while  Sir  Edmond 
Viuia  the  houfe.    He  foon  after  heard  ^ 
liAni' talking  below^  and  the  houfe  dodr 
tong-faftened  foU  the  night,  the  fervants 
Wie-  intreating  him  to  gt>  up  to  their 
iltrisfs.    Mts/BurtOD,  ever  fufpicious, 
llihnediat^t'wenl  to  the  ftaircafe,  and 
9itvating  her  voice,  (he  faid,  by  what 
:hance  is  it  Sir  Edmortd,  that  yoii  Ire 
K  3  heie 


htn  at  this  late  boor  ?  What  66tM  ^«r« 
induced  you  to  come :  bere:«iiiUBr,l''fiib 
abfeDt,  and  aficr#ards  leaver  Ihcihoofe 
nvithout  wifking  to  Tee  me  I:  TaU;  tut 
you  do  not  accule  me  of  any  iodifoM- 
tion,  faid  Mr.  Fenwick»  running  MUf 
to  the  ftairs,  for  tbefe  ^kdie•  can^.irilDel 
that  I  have  never  mtotioned  one  !*0Ktf  lai 
vrhat  paffed  between  us.  •  :  rr  t 

And  for  your  own  fake,  I  hope  ^oa 
will  continue  to  be  filcnt,  faid  Sir  Edmoadf 
coming  up  ftairs,  and  giving  him  a  funottf 
look.    Wbatmyilery  is  all  thisp  alked 
Mrs.  Burton.    What  has  pa0ed.  betwett 
you  ?   And  what  right  has  Sir  Edmopi 
to  threaten,  or  give  Uws  to  any  perfoa 
in  my  houfe?    You  fball  hear  jall^  cried 
Mrs.  Fen^wjick,  'going  up  Go  her,,  followed 
by  Lord  Weymputh — I  will  inform  yoih 
dear  Mrs.  Burton,  of  all  I  have  learnt 
Jfrom  Jenny,   which  accouMs  -  for  tb( 
diftrefs  of  Madame  de  Sorcy,  and  the 
aHjgerof  Sir£dmond« 

They 


MALVIMA, 

^nfi:fcen  both  together  in  .tbis 
Mn  Fcnwick  went  to  walk  them 
d  he  WM  fo  unfortunate.  As  to  in^ 
a  charming  t£te  k  i&ic.  Ah  1 
flafh  of  conviflion  burfts  upon 
1  Mrs.  Burton  ;  I  can  np  longer 
)ut  that  my  unworthy  relation  bM 
red  my  boufe,  aqd  I  will  thii 
JO  and— 

cried  Sir  E^ond^  retaining  her 
!  t  no  perfon  here  will  have  the 

to  difturb  that  lady,  or  even 
I  breathe  a  fufpicion  that,,  can 
er  fame.  What  it  the  meaning 
i  infolence,  faid  Mrs.  Burton, 
ig  with  rage,  and  endeavouring 
rom  him  ?  Is  it  proper  in  you  to 

prevent  me  from  going  where 
in  my  own  houfe  ?    Let  me  pafs, 

me  gO'  and  fend    away  her 
^our  fliameful  licentioufnefs  has 
iged  to  fuch  audacity.    Neithejr  - 
'  any  one  elfe  are  worthy  of  h^r 

replied  Sir  Edmond.  Know^ 
4  iViU 


too  MALinirJift 

that  while  the  breath  of  UiRMilitaMttil 
bofomy  1  will  defend  her  fiom  your  iw 
nefs,  and  reiiderthe  rageof  ftiiiice 
tent.         ^  ^ 

WUl  yoUj  LdrdWeymouthi  pertai 
woman  to  foe  treated  thus  in  youf-| 
fence  ?  faid  Mirs.  Burton,  addreffing  i 
felf  to  him ;  will  you  vm  releafene  fi 
the  hands  of  a  madman  i  Do  not 
▼ancea  ftep^  tSf  Vdrdf  exclaimed 
£dtn6hd,  on  ydur  Rfe  do  hot^  or  ] 
flitiU  repent  it.  f  never  yet  put  up  wi 
rtir^afj  replied  Ebhd  Weymouth,  hau 
tiiy,  aitd  I  am  not  in  a  difpofitioB 
(lumber  over  your's. 

I  am  ready  to  Tupport  it,  replied 
Edmond,  drawing  his  fword  with  < 
hand,  and  holding  Mrs.  Burton  with 
other;  happy  to  have  th^  opportunil] 
fighting  with  a  man  that  he  confide 
father  as  a  rival.  Lord  Weymouth  part 
tlie  ftroke  of  his  adverfary,  and  gi 

finotl 


fcd,  were 

fcene ;  when  the  room  door  was  fudden- 
^y  n^nekt'irtik'^UiV^ixk  VuSied  itf  pale 
^bd'  <firotee<h" '  and  'thiew  hcrTeyf "  bc- 
«Werthi'c<iiiittatiitfts.-      ■  • 

■•^'^idj^/^ftiiaftejViidly,  ft  ihiJirntVer  be 
ttd'ibiijlildo^  wtis  ihtid  piri  iny  jiccdtint; 
6l1  faVetrtfe  ("roln  'TucH  a  httiribl*  idea? 
fill  IT  my  foTtb'Ws,  thy  teiirk,  cannot  re- 
^'ioV]tt  me  fan  \hi  Ri^ft  byyou'r 
Jrafc?  "On  faying  this,  Ihe  advanced  be- 
fefe'^r  £dmond,  and  to  dfcfend  him, 
prcffeitticd'heifeWf  to  itt  *^Wt>W  'of  Lord 
Weymouth,  who,  ftruck  wiih  her  cou- 
rage, affd  alio  furprlf(i(l  at  the  affion, 
[fe  bvfef come  by  that '  beauty  whicli  the 
Sjteddn 'knfl*  aiftrftft  ot  "lier  mind  had 
"Wflcifed  ftill  more  mtereftin^.  He  in- 
fcfftty  thirew  doW  hisTWdri  at  her  feet, 
ijin^  All,  madam,  xi^ho  can  refift  you, 
'hd  cid1>eh6ldY<^^>  irtd  not  obey  ?  It 
1  itf  your^ower  ttr fcalni  rage,  commafid 
K  5  '  i\\e 


the  paffiooit  «h1  attrajEt  tflf  ^if^ 
niirauoo    <:T«ryjQiic«      « i    -  -^I 

Malvina^  faijd  ^ir^EdqioiMls.  vi(^^ 
mixture  of  jeidoufy  and  U^cnidiiij 
this  your  place?-- bi]ig|it  }if^^|Ut.|^ 
phane  your  angelic  purity,  by  €oi|l| 
near  beings  who  wiih  to  fiiUy^yqiir  j| 
nor  ?  Mine  is  not  in  ihev  kj^^pivgif  jj 
plied  flie>  haughtily;  ,and  wbcQ  I  N| 
no  caufe  to .  reproach  myfelf,  I  do  A 
fear  it  from  any  one  elfe.  Do  not  t 
hibit  any  of  thofe  aflumed  airs  of  hau^ 
behaviour,  faid  Mrs.  Burton,  who  fi 
now  a  little  relieved  from  her  terror* 

Neither  do  you,  madam,  interrapll 
Malvina,  with  a  dignified  air  of  enef| 
any  more  affront  me,  whom  the  lawM 
hofpitality,  at  leaft,  fhould  have  allovjl 
you  to  treat  with  refped^  Your  bdhj 
viour  to  me  has  been  uniformly  unluid 
you  have  endeavoured  to  diftrefs,  wife 
you  ought  to  have  proteded  me^^And: 

Idifdd 
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dain  to  mention  particulars,  it  is  be* 
c  I  leave  you  to  the  remprfe  of  your 
confcience. 

Uive  heard  you,  madam,  and  not 
ine  that  I  wi(h  to  remain  apftl^er 
ent  with  you;  for  I  (hall  th^.J9QX-. 
more  fafe  any  where  than  in  ,||iis 
t.  On  faying  this,  fhe  called  t()  Peter, 
ted  him  to  order  a  chaife,  and  defire 
kins  to  bring  Frances. 

t  what  is  your  intention,  Malvina  ? 
Sir  Edmond,^  alarmedj  where  .  can 
;o  at  this  late  hour?  and  what  will 
tie  of  you?  That  I  am  a  ftranger 
plied  flie;  but  I  am  abfolutely  de- 
fied to  go— -and  Heaven  will  dire£k. 
r  the  bed.  Dear  Malvina,  faid  Sir 
•nd,  I  .cannot — will  not  fufFer  you  . 
K>fe  yourfelf  to  danger;  at  lead  per- 
e  to  accompany  you  ?  No,  fir,  not 
you  or  any  one  elf^  (hall  accom- 
me ;  I  wiih  to  fly  from  thi:»  deteftcd 
K  6  place. 


Wtil  vou  allow  me,  madam, 

y  ou  to  my  I 

b^%««i^tl  as  y4i^^4lll%ti  fiti 

dfefife  1  will  give  you  my  hi 
I  will  rtbr  enter  tlie  faotiie  itf^Ult 

A  thoufand  thanks,  for  yc 
ol)Ii^iftig'  lnt^fiti6n,  iniy  lord,  f; 
vfnat;  ^iut  I  ionfcfs  if  I  was  to 
pifetfeftor  frbtn  hfere,  ytn  woul< 
tHd  'fyerfoit  I  fliould  fclea.  ' 
better  take  pity  on  Bfer,  Taid  i 
^ck,  addreffing  Mrs.  Burto^i  J  1 
tidn  is  diftreffing,  and  you  late 
gbaa.  WeH,  faid  Ihfc,  to  fti 
inferceflibn,  and  on  adcotint  of  1 
nijr  own  relation,  1  confent  16  jf(i 
to  pafs  the  night  here. 


•^Wif^iW^.  lies 

iW^iSb  jMge  Arue  *y  •yottrfelf  f  <ttiM 
Malvina,  with  contempt)  and  'kian  y<Mi 
think  me  capable  of  accepting,  as  a  favor, 
ftKt  i  %iiV6  Vej^aea  iV6to9M^j(i^s  ? 
f  *ftall' lUeiiVe  AiuNM',  to  ffift^lhiK 
fliirliti6Uri  fhdfe  cam,  witMltit 
Miaf^^fiitfjtagHi^y  ftotlp'tt  i^'ydur 
^Maiild  tdttitaatidif '1^^  lem,'  at  the 
AttRrifinfc,  tiitlA:  a\«  tfffat^Etbli'r  <Whiebttib 
Mniiih  vft  diattjgfr  Catl  dtsbafc. 

Ai  to  you,  Sir  Edmond,  and  Lord 
'^ntodtli,  ad^  Hj^",  wltK'feiicrgy and 
<Abg  a-  hand  dP  eatth-^if  1*17  flnwtitm 
ifi  tifc  leaff  fliffefts  ybti,  il^*e  ttit  the  brfly 
jMfttf  i  cannot  'fiippdrt,  'anil  give  iiie 
ftitit  Wotds,  that  ydu  iriVt  hot  rcrievr  a 
ftXtt^  df  which  bnly  thb  idea  fiabs  tiie 
16the  heart  P  *  Malvina,  as  flie  fpoke,  had 
finething  fd  itffitdtng  in  het  voice,  and 
b  fweetly  intfsrefting  in  her  look,  that  it 
hi  IfUpo^ble  to  refill  her  iiifreatles. — 
Hr  Edibdnd,  and  Lord  WeylnOuth,  what- 
m  regained,  acceded  to  Het 
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withes;  and  immedktdf  ^Otii  Jl 
to  obey  her.  ■ 

fisar,  being  iit(b|fp&^  To|||l 

ready  in  the  carnage  with  Franc 
iDftanily  followed  them,  leaving 
Burton t  and  all  t^c  red,  petriBed, 

fowttowi^s  the  power  of  ^qfi^ 

Sir  Edmond,  however, '  prevai 
Malvina  to  allow  him  to  lead  her 
carriage,  ahd  fnatcbed  that  oppor 
to  enquire  where  ihe  meant  to  go, 
he  fhould  mpet  her  the  next  day  i 
kirk?  I  {hall  endeavour  to  go 
where  for  the  prefent,  (he  replied; 
promife  to  w?iit  for  you  there« 

As  foon^  ^  they  had  left  thf  houl 
Edmond,  out  of  refpeS  to  her,  a 
prevent  all  fufpicion^  did  not  leav< 

Bu 


s  for  fome  hours  after.  He  had 
d  the  ill  treatment  by  which  a 
ble. vanity  had  been  capable  of  af- 

fo  gmdhr  i:  ibeing;  But  Lord 
»uth  could  not  conuin  his  refent* 
rhen  he  fpoke  to  the  ladies ;  but 
i  he  confidefipd.as.  a  deteftable 

to  whom  he  did  not  condefcend 
ange  a  fentence— and  he  left  the 
the  inftant  delicacy  would  per- 
Qi  to  fly  from  fo  deteftable  a 


CHAP* 


Uik^  t[  •nrttt  iuu^il  ^i*M*.    '  ' 


OKB  DAY  OP  HAPPIMBS8. 

Cy  the  afliftance  of 
guineas,  Malvina  eafily  prevailed  oi 
driver  to  convey  her  immediate! 
Falkirk,  where  ihe  arrived  at  midi 
and  alighted  at  the  beft  inn.  She  ii 
diately  put  Frances  to  bed ;  and|  co 
ous  that  the  recolleQions  of  the  eve 
and  the  thoughts  of  the  enfuing 
vould  banilh  Morpheus  from  her 


^ibeifpeiied  ber  windDV,  whicAi  ftt*^ 
nted  a  bcaotiful  view  of  the  comttvf^ 
id  gav6  way  to  the  vaiioui  fenfitions 
id  refledions  which  her  prefent  fituation 
larally  created* 

r 

She  beheld  the  firfi  beams,  of  that  day 
pear  which  was  to  decide  her  future 
ftiriy.  Little  Frances  continued  in  a 
eet  fleep  till  late  in  the  morning;  Mai* 
la  was  uaeafy^  and  agitated,  liftening 
the  found  of  every  carriage^  fearibg  it 
ghi  be  Sir  £dmond~«nd  ftill  more 
rful  that  he  would  not  come.  She 
itemplated  the  fweet  repofe  of  her 
U  with  a  heavy  figh,  and  envied  fhofe 
nquil  flumber«,  which  (he  was  inftapa« 
6f  enrjoying;  wh«n  Sir  Edraond  fud* 
ily  prefcuted  himfelf. — I  am  come  very 
t  (faid  he)  but  the  fear  of  ekpofing 
t  to  the  flighted  fufpicion,  determined 
to  come  alone  $  I  therefore  came  part 
he  way  on  foot;  and  though  I  walked 

very 
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very  quick,  yet  I  obferve  I  have  loft,  to 
my  forrow,  fome  hours  of  thai  ineftiiwa- 
blc  day  which  you  had  coofentcd 
grant  me* 

It  is  far  from  its  decline  yet^  faid  Mai— 
vina,affeaed  by  feeing.  Sir  £doitad<»Vfer— 
heated  and  covered  with  duft,  and  moi^ 
fo  at  the  motive  which  occaConed  it|  w0 
have  time  fufficient  to  be  together  rand^ 
as  you  appear  to  be  &tigued«.  it«  wiU  Jm9 
much  better  if  you  take  a  few  mwyci# 
repofe,  and  I  will  fee  you  afierwtrdi^. 

Malvina,  faid  Sir  Edmond,  feating  him-^ 
felf  by  her,  and  taking  her  hand,  whict» 
he  preffed  between  both.his— When  I -bcir 
hold  you,  whcn^  I  am.  with  you,  not  bj^ 
chance,  but  by  your  own  confent;  whcP 
I  have  no  reafon  to  fear  the  intrufion  of 
th^malicious  to  difturb  thofc  fwect  mo- 
ments, can  yon  believe  it  poffible,^  that  I 
'  jrould  volunurily  lofc  one  of  them. 


Afrl  let  tK  ekijojr^'wiibmit  iacerrupj^ 
AoDi  the  felicity  of  contemplating  the 
Ittftieb  of  my  hearty  the  confidant  of  my 
ifbaghts,  and  %ht  arbitrefs  of  my  deflSny. 
pkivhofe  gentle  pity  is  moved  in  my 
iibr|iand  ^irilofe  generous  and  exalted 
gpb&aefs!'cai^  dead 'add:  form  me  to  all 

rTBlves  which  can  pleafe  her*  - 

P  Slop,  Sir  Edmond,  intermpted  Mal- 
Ibi  turning  afide  her  face  to  conceal 
lb  rmodon^  tbofe  epithets  do  not-  be- 
to  3ne.  The*  refped  which  I  owe 
■f  friend,  the  laft  promifes  which  I  gave 
Wf  oa  her  death^bed,  makes  it  my  duty 
^itnounce  you«— Do  not  fabpe  to  in- 
pice  me  ta  forget  it.  Befides,  that  is 
fjftthe  only  objeddon  which  can  feparate 
pibt^Do  I  not  know,!  tthat  as  you  have  fo 
Piteroufly  refigned:yottr  fovtune  in  favor 
if  your  fifter,  that  Mrs.  Burton  haslre- 
ferfcd  her*s  for  you  ?  Do  you  think  it 
NBblb  that  I  ever  could  confent  to  be 

the 
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the  caitfe  wUcb.  VMld  chfriM  yM 

it?      .   .         if  ;  lo  ijfll  |t! 

:  •  !  :.  :  ll  .r  :  I  ,1?'  '.w  l^jiI' 
Hcbr  me,  MtlvHuii  repU«4  ^fariiufl 
an  energy  which  he  cfndC9.vouce<i.  to  ■ 
derate^— when  I  am  nctuMod  ifra0|jifl 
ttuiftjconcern  the' futUre^happinebiiri 
life,  I  mafti  biniOi  all  SlftidiovK  andd 
perftitious  prejudices,  and  only  c 
deltVoor  to  follow. ioatifttc,  and  Itfteil 
truth.  It  is  true  that  I  have  given  av 
a  part  of  my  fortune  to  my  fiftcr,  » 
it  is  a  facrifice  which  will  ever'  afford  i 
the  utmoft  gratificatron,  becaufc  it  I 
contrtbuted  to  herhappinefs,  but  I  Ik 
indeed  think  it  a  ftiU-  greater,.  Jf.  it.  1 
alfo  oontributed  to.  gain  me  a  fliare 
your  efteem^r^Yet  do  not  appreciate^ 
too /highly.  :  Ai  frpm  .ithe  flight  Tali 
which  I  fet  upbn  riches,  it  gives  me dc 
concern  than  any  thing  elfe  might. 

As  to  Mrs.  Burton's  fortune^  loc^ 
paid  the  lead  attention  to  fuch  a  concefl 


mi  boftfcioW  k  >fifat  ^rfly  'to  be 

wHI  ttfeIfC¥e^  thai  Frotii  ih«  t)ttrii]^ 
"Vffeaien-  ^ivfakb^      lial  infpif ed, 
kMg  renoiAited  alV  cbiHi  to  foch 
ige¥^  M  'cah  dAly'  be^'acquiW  M 
(if  tr^  afid  lionorl 

Sir  Edmbnd,  replkd  Malvina, 
ileafed  with  Aielr  a  congeniality  of 
nt,  I  alfo  wiflied  to  fpeak  to  you 
e  'yoiKhful'meVi-^thofb  tranfient 
!^ht  fok  rtcolteftion  of  ilfhich 
b  frrghteh  flfnd'«kt^  'womait 
i^fdare  to  Iravelan^ffeaionforyou; 
t1  jHacfc*<frrors  inay  -be  '.conquered  j 
hhlYth^d  fo  Tmich  ftrehgtfa  ihin'd 
!tain  thofe  m>ble'and  g^rcim'iefi- 
;ifi:  a  wbi*d:wherc  'tlky  ferc'^ilt 
ten  obliterated;  yet^  without  d^- 
5  theiD)  you  may  ftill  preferve 
hirtdn's  favor,  by  relinquifliing 

. « ■ 
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me.  For  Atf  both  flMHB 
mkI  wiU  Men  to  trathftlrMh  jmtSM 
being  offended  and ;  all  4hii .  ;iMM 
requires  for  her  kindaefii- 
uiMte  yourfeif  to  a  betutiftiL  avd  o 
young  lady »  yfhafc  fiivot  nid  piPt 
may.  raife  yoi|' tp.  tbe  .ffirft  mnk 
kingdom.   Thefe  are  qei  yo^  qi 
timents,  Malvin^^faid  S^r^ldpiondy- 
ly,  I  cannot  believe  that  you  woti 
vife  me  to  facrifice  the  "woman  vf 
lovcy  for  her  whom  I  do  not  ? 

For  a  Ijttle  drofs,  and  a  few  vain 
can  you  convince  me,  that  if  you  ' 
my  fituatiop,  fimilar  motives  wou 
duce  you  to  a&  ijti  fuch  a^mannei 
therefore,  your  heart  would  repulfc 
with  contempt,. why  have  ^  deferve^ 
degradation .  in  your  opinipn,  as  u 
gine  that  I  was  capable  of  yieldi 


I  acknov 


MALVINA.  115 

I  acknowledge  my  injuftice,  Sir  £d- 
mond,  I  have  done  you  an  injuiy,  by 
fuppofiag  I  could  convince  you  by  thofe 
aiguments  which  make  fo  deep  an  im* 
^reflSon  upon  common  minds,  replied 
Malvina.  Alas!  why  did  I  even  think 
of  fuch,  when  there  are  others  fo  much 
vore  powerful  ? 

There  are  not  any,  cried  he,  with 
vdour,  which  can  or  fliall  feparate  me 
from  my  beloved  Malvina !  And  furcly 
tbere  are  not  any  which  fhould  induce 
her  to  leave  the  man  who  adores  her, — 
*Afa(  Malvina,  I  think  you  will  approve 
^  the  plan  I  have  fixed  upon;  and  if  it 
does  meet  with  your  approbation,  you 
vill  anticipate  the  pleafure  of  which  fuch 
•  pcrfpcftive  gives  the  idea.  —  I  have 
>  paternal  eftate,  which  is  fituated  a  few 
■iles  from  Glafgow,  on  the  banks  of  the 
%de,  in  a  moft  pleafant  and  fertile 
country. 

The 
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•  The^manioD'ift  large  mdjtmamaikinmm 
tnd.'die  Jandf  bctonging  Jta  ihe  elblB# 
bring^  a  sevcnue  ^ito  Aiffi&ifpt  fof.  dl 
the  neceffiuiet  of  life.i  Uof  ynu.  think 
jroii  cou)d  iive  there^  MaliripA?  iWilf 
you  xronfent  to  unite  your  delliny  wfth 
mine,  become  my  .  wife^in^.  fneiidy/iaail 
the  fovereign  of  my  exHttaccff  "^"Ebeit 
we  may  forget  the  world,  and  never  once 
regret  thofe  vain  and  tranfieni  pleafareiy 
which  I  have  but  too  often  fo^and  iir 
111  five.     There  I  fhall  bave.  oo  other 
delire  but  to  pleafe  you ;  all  my  ambitioi 
will  he  to  imitate  you,  by  adopting  thoft 
fantiments  which  are  fo  dear  to  you.-^ 
There,  when  guided  by  yoiuy  virtue  will 
become  a  pleafvre  to  me. 

:  And  M  w«,  togetheri  yifit'ihe  cottage* 
of  the:  poor,  our  only  -dilpiue  -will 
urbd  lhalli  do  themoft  g^ody  andatt  otf 
Tivallhipiwill  be  in  virtue,  and  l^ve  lo)r 
each  other.    Ah!  it  will  be  there  ab* 

forbed 


lif  vif  love,  tnd  my  haf^pfneHfi 
knoving^  feeing,  or  loving 'any 
T^u^ieding  that  you  are  the  fourctf 
^>»y  affe£Uoni9  my  though ts>  and 
tad  dfiall  my  afiioot.  * 

^JMit  Malvina,  do  not  therefore  reje£l 
lies,  my  wilhess,  and  my  teairs. 
no  other  idea  of  hapi^raefs  buf 
'is  infpired  by  you,  not  the'ieaA 
rfor  life,  unlefsyou  will  partake  k 
me.  His  agitation  prevented  him 
I  ikying  any  more.  The  tears  Tolled 
bis  &ce,  and  the  energy^  of  his 
and  difcourfe,  animated' 'I)y  bis 
gave  him  an  eloquence  which 
^  nearly  fubdued  Malvina ;  when^  to 
idc  her  difirefs,  flie  turned  her' head 
Ide,  and  chancing  to  caft  her  eyes  to« 
Ittiia  Frances^  (he  ran  and  took  her  in 
fer  armi,  faying,  come  my  b;eloved  child, 
^  ihield  me  from  the  mod  powerful  of 
Miiiceni;  let  me  preis  you  to  my  bofom, 
Irit  I  may  fortify  my  courage.  And, 
'>tw,.  11.  X  ah  I 
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ah !  recall  me  tofolEU  the  prawfeiii 
I  made  .to  thy  Mgel  noilier. !  jhA 
my  heart  from  beioig  ovcitcani^.kf 
own  wifliesy  and  harden  it^  iCit  jbpofl 
againft  the  inlinuatibnf  of  an  objeft 
much  beloved* 

No  Frances,  no,  aried  Sir  Eimt 
rather  lend  thy  innocent  voice  to  i 
m$  in  my  endeavours  to  touch  thel 
of  this  infenfible  woman.  Tell  her, 
her  confcientious  fcruples  lead 
aftray^  and  deceive  her.  Tell 
ihe  did  not  promife  thy  nxother  to  re 
free,  but  while  it  conduced  to  her 
pinefs;  for  her  duty  rather  prefc 
that  ihe  ihould  give  me  her  hand, 
her,  that  you  will  alfo  become  the  o 
of  my  care,  the  child  of  my  heart, 
my  adoption ;  and  that  my  days  flu 
dedicated  to  you  as  well  as  herfeIC 

And  you,  Lad^  Sheridan,  faid  he,  fii 
iOn  one  knee^  and  raifing  his  hanc 
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[[^'?nrir  H«Mreil;  if  it  it  pcrmiued  the 
in  the  ethereal  regions,  to  read 
hearts  of  thofe  on  earth;  you  then 
■flBkh^  a  witnefs  «f  the  finceriiy  of  my 
Ahi  bkffed  fpirit,  difpofe  the 
)Kvt  of  your  friend  to  Jiften  to  thenif 
ipdjoor  dear  infant  (hall  be  the  folemn 
igp  between  us.  OhI  my  dear,  good 
cried  the  Ijttle  creature;  what 
^'ftlU.be  cry  fo  Ibr  in  ihis  manner  ?  Is  it 
"^littiife  you  have  been  fcolding  him? 
jMyfee  then  how  he  begs  you  to  forgive 
fim;  I  will  kneel  too,  and  beg,  and  then 
foa,who  are  fo  very,  very  good,  will 
Hhrdy  give  him  what  he  wants  ? 
\ 

\  Ah,  what  is  it  I  bear,  (aid  Malvina, 
Igonized;  Clara,  my  tenderly  beloved 
^^Hvra,  thy  daughter  feems  to  fpeak  for 
|r  Aee!   And  can  it  be?  Am  I  then  at 
;  liberty  in  ^reality  to  give  my  hand  ?  And 
I'  {00,  added  (be,  permitting  Sir  Edmond 
l^'  tq  take  her  hand;  you,  who  poffefs  fuch 
*[j|9wcr  over  me*   Ah !  I  am  not  perfeftly 
IS  confclou^ 


0 

|tte  M  A  LIT  [  HA. 

Confcious  vlieilicr  I  ain  in  an  illufio 
or  blinded  by  a   ruperftiiious  prefeuli 
iDCTt  which  leads  me  wrongi  or  deceivtf 

tfadr  iiii|t!»d|f^i^&ps  ratal,  import 
itny  longer  ;  and  if  I  am  noi  gu  - , 
diiit  yielding  my  band  to  yotli  I  docQi 

U  It  h  then  mine,  neally  mine^  cri^dlll 
Vith  tranrport.  Thou  beloved^  and  ht( 
of  women,  whofe  very  fir  ft  look  fubdue^ 
mci  and>  reodtred  ihee  titi!^  Afbitrefs  # 

alone  taught  nie  to  know  love^  I  ffCi  k 
prefsher  to  my  heart;  fhe  loves  mCj  fliC 
belongs  to  me  !  His  happincfs  was  tofl 
great  to  allow  htm  to  fay  any  moie« 
«l6U>^a9aw4  idl  ii  uniUM^  ^  y^e  on^ 
tfjUfiUMittsiyuble^  fucb  a  fcetie.  ' 
M&tiAii»titfk{fiirienccd  in  fuch  a  fcenes 
feemed  as  if  they  had  once  belonged  I© 
beings  of  a  Wgber  order;  or  thai  ihef 


dtcpi|D.idetf^  of  tbc  felicity  which  is  u> 
^  the  cjberns^  ]ot  of  the  virltuous  iiv 
licif  en,  ' 

.:.Sir  Edniond  did  not   wifli  to  leave 
if  he  couU  have  avoided  it. 
JiejBtmatied  her  toiname  the  day^  the 
.  VPVnt  yhoi  file  would  blefa ,  him  with 
kler  luuid;  but  fhe  denied  him  in  a  tone 
Stint  convinced  him  that  (he  would  be 
obeyed.   It  is  my  defii^e^.  £ud  ihe^  that 
fc>  the  fpace  of  one  month,  you  will 
;  •Mm  and  partake  of  all  the  pleafures 
:  WKi  enjoyments  of  the  fafhibnable  worlds 
L  IBd  after  that  time,  if  you  can  leave 
ika  without,  regret,  and  are  not  alarmed 
^tthe  idea  of  being  deprived  of  th^em 
fiftcver,  you  will  let  me  know  it  Ed* 
IM^,  and  Malvina  will  believe  you. 

'  She-tffalb^  you  will  not  abufe  the  con** 
Kdffiee  fhe.  places  in  you,  and  that  the 
^ility,  with  which  you  might  do  fo,  will 
tl^  moll  powerful    inducement  for 

■  ' .  ^  3  .  yo^^ 


JIN  A. 

you  to  ai/oid  it.    From  fuch  a 
ihe  one  I  have  menuoned^  and  a| 
that  has  convinced  mci  Ihoald  I 
become  ymr  ifiki  efutftl^wi 
account  of  ^mt  }a»ppiiler#  at  mj 
As  I  do  not  wifh  to  owe  the  fad 
nyhich  you  intend  to  make  for  mf 
to  the  feelings  o(  ibc  moment,  | 
your  ddibente  4iidN|i«iii»^^ 
deter minatiofiy  ltfbfth>^Qitl|^  OAly  ^ 


It  fliall  be  fo^  Malvina  V  I  will 
youl  Not.  that  I  have  a  doubt  < 
own  fenttment;  ever  being  different 
what  they  are  at  prefent.  But 
would  I  not  undergo  to  obtai 
blefling  to  which  I  dare  to^fpire. 
tainly  I  am  unworthy  of  you  at  pi 
and  I  (ball  be  more  capable  ^Ls 
ciating  the  felicity,  when  i  ksijrW- 
deferved  it.  Yet,  how  tediojus,  bofl 
ibme,  will  this  long  month  app^ar^ 
abfcnt  from  you !    You  !  vho  are 


1^. 


f ;  to  a  wMnan  who  detefty 
VK^whomajr  prejudice  you  againft  me. 

•'Wim  tetfon  has  (he  to  hate  you? 
[iMKBded  Malyina;  how  can  you  have 
Afcryed  fuch  an  epithet  from  fo  amiabld 
iM'jiitefdfting  a  womanP  Alas  I  Mal^f 
iNii^  I  am  nor  at  Kberty  to  inform  you? 
Iwihe  particulars.    I  cevtainly  havif 
Ijittred  her  greatly;  the  pjirt  I  have 
Mkd  with  regard  to  her,  is  not  quite 
itakiifable ;  but  I  Ihall  render  it  fo,  if 
^Nbulge  the  fecret  which  I  have  fwonv 
MKep,  as  Mrs.  St.  Clare  alone  has  thar 
Nvilege.     And  yet,   Malvina,  fbe  is^ 
iMacquainted  with  all  the  motives  whichr 
Hght  plead  as  an  extenuation  of  ray  con^ 
i«fti  Though  by  irevearmg.this  royftcry 
'oyouf  (he  may  ruin  me  in  your  good 
^hion  igpftead  of  which,  could  I  dare 
t&inf<)rm  you,  I  might  hope  for  your 
bida%MM:e.   But  it  is  no  matter,  I  will 
Aidtliy  the  confequenccs. — And  the 
^Mtrr  of  Malvina  will  rather  prefer 
L  4  the 


the  fear  of  being  judged  goHtf^t^tlPi 

difhoDQrof  being  To  in  reality.  -      ^  . 

.  .Dq  not  alarni  yourfelf  by  any  feaViof 
that  kind)  replied  Malvina^  i  never flfi 
my  confidence  by  halves^  and  I  tfaeiefiHi 
prcrmire  to  avoid  any  converraiioii 
tHi^t  Tubjea,  which  Mrs.  St.  <SM  nlr 
think  proper  to  relate  to  me*'  iittKA 
therefore  wait  till  you  are  pe'hnitled  tor 
itiform  me  yourfelf.  Ah!  Malvina,rai4fa0f 
much  afFe£led,  what  being  in  this  world  it 
there  that  could  be  fo  defpicable  asi  td 
abafe  fo  generous  a  confidence,  thit 
even  in  this  extreme,  cannot  be  tended  a 
weaknefs,  as  it  proceeds  entirely  fnm 
the  purity  of  your  own  heart.  Thit 
conviftion  alone  would  ever  deter  me 
from  deceiving  you,  even^was  it  fo,.thit 
1  could  not  obtain  you  witliout 

Excellent,  amiable  woman,  reft  aflured 
fuch   a  confidence  will  never  be 
fttl.    For,  by  raifmg  me  to  thyfelf, 

Malvina, 


^f|d«p||^yoll  Ii«vc  placed  me  in  foexalu 
^'i  fimattiaWf  that  I  cannot  defcend 
ridiQut  debaftog.ioyftlf.    And  by  that 
icred  altar  which  I  have  raifed  to  you 
ioy  heart,  I  vow  to  comibunicate  all 
Jf  tkm^U,  or  rather  never  to  form 
qr  which  {hall  give  me  caufe  to  bluih. 
Ii  llalyina»  added  hie,,  wieh  fome  cod. 
fioQ.;  fince  I  have  thns  laid  open  my 
ML  tor  yoo^^imaj  I  not  'afk  why  you 
lit:  been  fo  anifbrmly  fi]ent  upon  a 
kyefi  which  I  am  almoft  fearful  of  en- 
irjog  into,  though  it  fo  much  concerns 
Itlpescc?    you  have  ever,  concealed 
■r  corrcfpondence  with  Mr.  Prior  from 
1^^  which  has  caufed  me  many  mo* 
Bti  of  real  pain;  indeed,  I  fliall  not 
le  my  prefent  felicity  without  an  allay,  • 
byou  have  defired  him  to  relinquifb 
privilege. 

Ikit  confeffion  rather  aftonifhed  Mal- 
ta^ but  taking  the  letter  from  her 
llet4>ook,  and  looking.  Aeadily  at 
'i  i  L  5  Sir 


Sir  Edmond,  you  bail  bea^if fllltt 

caufefor  uiicafiDefs,  t^dM-f^ 
ing  ihe  paper  flie  rdud  iAm  AlltMtt 

My  fitnation  becomes  evei 
more  wretched.  *  ThediftreGllrliic 
hold  my  parents  laboor  under,  rei 
heart !  Ahs  til  is  id  Tttfa  that  I  faal 
eveiy  poffiblie  means  to  affift  am 
fort  tham ;  but  eirery  thing '  wl 
undertake  falls  in  ita  fuccefs;  it 
as  if  the  vicious,-and  impiety  alon< 
permitted  to  profper  in  this  wor 
they  daily  accumulate  riches,  n 
may  keep  my  heart  pure  to  » 
pofe.  *For  verily  I  have'  cl 
my  heart  in  varn^  and  walhed  my 
in  innocency.'  Alas !  I  am  a] 
and  diftrefied  even  to  agony 
days  glide  without  hope,  an 
nights  are  pafTed  in  forrow,  ai 
eyes  can  no  longer  behold  co 
We  live  folitary  and  negleQed, 
mifery  and  defpair  feem  to  difpute 


P  '    .  .  MALTItf  A.  •  M7 

'if^lHtir^  dyium;  and  I  jhould  foon 
fSnkviier  their  united  efforts,  if  it  was 
iMtibr  your- letters,  which  for  a  moment 
mil  my  attachment  to  Ufe.'' 

^ISnf,  interi:upte4f  Sir  Edmon^,  with 
^||fc,f4perity ;  this  man  owes  what  hap- 
iMifit  he  does  enjoy  to  you  alone  ?  It 
llllieia  who  form  all  his  comfort;  he  re- 
MWMnyour.  letters,  witb  eiQOMoii,  calls 
^n^Jus  dear  Malvhia,  and  •  perhaps  pure- 
m^f^  imagine  himfelf,.hU  heart  may^ 
^ITc  fbpned-^  hopes,  wliich  thefe  marks 
IMfifffiif -friendfhip  will  but  fcrve  to  in^ 
LjnMie;  and  yet  you  wdo  not  even  offer  to 
flfclift,  but  are  rather  ftrengthcning  his* 
jl^k^^by  confiantly  granting— . 
'h:;  ■  .         *  • 

M.3top,.foij.|ieaven's  fake.  Sir  Edmond^^ 
j^t^jcd !  Malvina,  haftily ;  and  :  relief  a 
.  fOvcntupon  the  mifery  of  t^is  Udfor*- 
tKpate  being,;  ivho  has  no  other  comfort . 

tOf  but  the-  fympathy  qf  a  friend*  - 
"tA^ihall  I|  at  fuch  a  time,  TiefuCcto  hear 

hiss 


r  "  m  HHH^ 

*  4iis  forrdwl,  liM  |>er{iaips  endeavour  ta 
^ootb  tbeip i  hh hui m&mlf  the ii&en 

lieticefortli  t#lii  «t]r  diMBor  andt|«l 

40  not  wifh  to  render  me  hard,  unfecli^| 
itbd  ungrateful,  but  make  a  generoui  ufid 
1>F  that  power,  and  rather  faf  ibal  ym 

irr^feAl-'       foothing  cenfotatioit  fofl 

unhappy  many  who  feels  comforted  aitfi 
relieved  by  th^m.  And  do  not  fo  fU 
iiijiirc^tther  yourfelf  or  me,  by  todiijid 

kail  tendfendy  or  ebnDefirait  'iljtll'^tlnl 

It  is  not  you,  Mai V ma,  faid  Sir  Ed- 
mandy  wbom  I  SMe  the  flighicft 
^^J^  But  when  I  am  c^tifetous  that  { 

afty'ctherin  the  world  but  myfelf  dares 
til'  iovt  you,  to  think  of  you  with  rapturej 
aiJd  perham — and  that  ftill  you  do  not 


r?filMt  !vpoii  A  fubjeS  that  a)anQt 
Lembftierff  Ay  cxiftcnce  !  Perhaps, 
iIicdr<MalviD49  i  was  imprudent  in 
fpttng  thff:i;friendOiip  of  Mr.  Prior? 
l¥qM,  I  Ihdidd  have  refle8ed  that  not^ 
kftanduig.hia  yeligip.us  and  Tirtuoun 
riAer»  land  fiinntion,  his  fex  alone 
uid  have  4ct9Fr94  .  mc.  from  forming 
intimacy  with  him.    But  to  defift, 
.  at  this  diftrfkfling  mpm^nt,  would 
Oiily  incrcafing  hi^  mifery,  and  per- 
I  drive  him  to  a  ilat/c  of  delperadoni 
he  will  immediately  ^ndade  that 
I  entirely  obliterated  from  my  memo* 
and  perhaps^  we  may  both  \ft  (brry 
he  confequences»  > 

Da  make  me  tremble,  Malvina,  cried 
uloKHid,.  for  I  certainly  do  not  wi(h 
d^oe  that  good  man  to  fuch  a  (late 
fpair ;  but  to-morrow,  when  I  return 
ikiburgh,  I  will  make  it  my  bufinefs 
id  out  a  iituation  or  employment, 
li  nuy  be  fo  beneficial,  ^  to  place 

both 


both  him  and  his  fiunity  abore  watt 
And  when  I  have  been  fo  fbrtanate  ai  to 
accompliih  thiS|  my  own  Malvina— I  im*  [ 
derftand  youj  laid  flie,  and*  V  pnmift 
from  that  moment  to  defift  from  any  fi# 
ther  correfpondence  with  him.  But  ii 
the  mean  time,  yon  (hall  read  all  the  101^ , 
ters  whicb  pals  between  as.  ■  -  \ 

No,  replied*  he,  if  t  had  any  doubtij 
I  would  have  mentioned  them;  all  of 
anxiety  proceeds  frotti  the  tender  maa^ 
ner  in  which  he  addrefles  you,  and  froffl 
his  writing*  lb  frequently.    Believe  me^ 
ray  only  lore,  I  do  not  require  more 
from  you.    On  your  affedion  alone,  I 
vill  perfeftly  rely,  for  your  relieving  roe 
as  foon  as  poffible,  ffom  an  idea  to  which 
neither  reafoa  or  pity  can  reconcile  me. 
You  will  alfo  believe,  Sir  Edmond,  that 
this  generous  reliance,  will  make  evcrf 
line  I  write  painful  to  me,  and  every  word, 
which  from  kindnefs  and  humanity  I  am- 
forced  to  adopt  to  Mr;  Prior^  make  me  wiir 

for 


for  like  mofflcnt  which  will  put  an  end 
to  it 

Sach  were  the  tenm-iipoi?  which  ihey 
ftpanted,  though  not  before  they  had^ 
^▼iouQy  given  a  mutual  promife  to- 
write  and  even. fee  each^pUier^  if  any  un- 
breieen  citcumftance  '  fhould  render 
fiich.a  ftep  neceflary. 


CHAP, 


•..'<  Ti  ll     >•  -  »i<. 


T  Sf 


now  LITTLE  AEE  THE  HOPES  OT  UAFFUflH 
TO  BM  DSrSMDED  UFOtf. 

Mrs.  St.  Clare  was  as  much 
furprifed  as  delighted}  to  again  hthxMi 
Matriiia,  aiid  mt  m  littte  plcftfed  tk»i 

fil^^  IttiA.  iili&ionate  marks  of 
fatisfaOion  it  gave  her  j  I  fhould  be  too 
much  flatteredt  faid  Ihe,  if  I  could  hope 
iliat  ytm  liave  thus  gratified  me  front  i 
diflike  to  p^bUc  life  «Eiljf ;  m 


roodoeCi^ibr  retiienieiu  is  not  bviog  iki 
ttjr  other  ouife.?  .  j  - 

I  I  bad  the  power,  of.  expreffing 
acknoivledgmentsy  faid  MalvinA,  and 
ktt  l  could.  fay«  that  my  fuddeo  appeaT*- 
tDce  was  only  prompted  by  the, great 
Blereft  whicb  yon  have  tnfpired.  But 
Us  would  be  an  untruth;  for  I  really 
•d  not  the  choice  of  an  afylum,  and  in 
hofitiiation  ux  which  I  was  redilicefl:^  the 
Ar which  yon  had  fo  kindly  made^  waj 
ikoDly  one  I  could  adopts 

Ahl  what  is  it  I  hear?  What  is  Mrtw 
lurton*s  houfe^  as  well  as  tho&  of  her 
nmeroQA  acquaintance,  no  .  longer 
roQr*s  ? .  Are  they  not  happy  to  receive 
mi  I'haw  left  Mrs.  Burton  for  ever,; 
Ukd  I  do  not  defire  to  behold  her  again^ 
^idMalvina.  You  have  left  Mrs.  Bur^ 
^then?  replied, Mrs.  St*  Clare,aftonrfli« 
There  muil  have  becnt  fome  very 
^erfiil  motive  to  induce  you  to  take 

fuch 
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fucli  a  ftepf'  My  dear  friendj  rcptic 
Mmlvuia,  affe&iooaielyf  do  not  alk 
ir  foMi  the  pecti^  fttimtioiiiyoii  I 
iMte  wCf  I*  Ihoiild  be  fmfdto  deitf  ] 

any  thing  J  but  under  the  prefeni  at* 
cumftances  I  have  promifed  to  remiin 
^lentf  whatever  U  m^y  coft  my  bcift| 

pdlkaltSu^fl  in  foar  iriAmfLhmi 

That   is   fufEcient,   returned  Mrs, 
Clare;  I  have  but  too  often  myfelf  bccij 
UugKt  by  experience,  that  fram  rearootj 

fckeetimest  from  pluttcukr  circumfta 

forced  to  appear  whimfical  and  myfte-' 
riotts*  TbcEefarcj  ray  dear  madam,  a»f1 
per&ftly  uoderiland  your  :wiftie% 


'  * The^  fallowing  i  dip  4|«ired  wiib 


umom  'M libdity  to  mjof  the  TMitty 
''JMUvin.'  Anjfl  MalTiiia  waoi  vpcirfedly 
Mhiftf  to  difpofe-  of  her  tinfie  af 
ift  agreeable,  without  fearing  to  meet 
f  of  thofe  inqaifitive  looks  which  feem 
fHiyiire  how  h  has  been  fpent;  or 
ife-  foamal'  and  conftrainod  f  attentioAa 
MiioUig*  your  to  tafwer  them,  how^^ 
k^ffidiculotu*. 

MM.  Sti  Glare  IpeAt  )larC^  the  day  in 
MUra  apartment}  atid-Malvina  occu^ 
part  of  her^  ki  'attc«idiDg  to  the 
iOKioirof  her  littte  girt,  in  reading  and 
Mlimes  in  the  indulgence  of  the  mod 
^htful  reveries  in  the'  pleafant  gar«« 
is  of  St.  Claro-Hall.  It  cannot  be 
igined  that  Malvina  had  all  at  once- 
'got  the  vices,  to  which  Sir  Edtnond 
s  addided.  She,  on  the  contrary, 
(fuently  recolIe3ed  them,  and  all 
kk  had  iiappened  at  Burton*Hall.  For 
nigh  he  bad  not  ibfolutcly  acknow- 
Iffed  his  intrigue  with  Mifs  Melmor,. 


yet  the.  had}  fu^kifiSdmXtV^  \ 
from  having  .ttnfi.&rkbai:  Aankm^^ 
that  prttdcDQe  andbhcteor  fimbMioil 
be  moree}^pUcit» 


But  the  fcmiitieftt  VfhUk  li<>i»gpi 
herhfiftrt|;plMcid  him  in.  fiiOhr 
vi^w»  tjiftt  ibci^iKkUi  cud  y  k]f  MlMill 
vices  as  tranfient  weakq«fl«lit.v;fWi 
fomedmes  had  heard  of  thofewhoi 
fr^e  frool  f^he  ;«|roia  f^s  Sin 
Mfho  were  aMb.xl^.YAid  jiif  his*>efti 
ties.   But)  in  th^  i$idfl  of  thefe  rel 
tions,  if  (he  bad  been  told  thai  he 
been  wiie  and  peferved;  ia  his  youthy , 
vould  have  undoubtedly  faid  that 
a  chara&er  could  not  p6flibly  err; 
caufe  fuch  a  one  was.  jendowed  by 
ven  with  fuch  an:  exalted  mind,  that! 
could  repulfe  every  idea  which  could  id 
the  flighteft  manner  degrade  it; 
Uicrefore  could  never  enjoy  a 
which  was  not  allied  to  virtue. 


Fov^^flow  ^fteen  dxyu  had  Malvinsi 
i^toi^dalge  tien^clerhers  wiAoiic 
IMndidfoiiy  4ind  if tthout  Uufliing^ 
lough  Jbe  was;  not  happy,  ifhe  tbosghi 
It  flic  was  going  to  be  fo,  and  the 
ifaK  fcene:  was  cmbcllifhed  the 
|qNof  fiepC'  whicb*ilhinuned  Jthe  per« 
HBipre.  She  coirid  not  yet  ^njoy  that. 
lUKjr  which  happinefii gives*  but  that 
^i/dMfftiiJdan  of  the  heartf  which  exift« 
0^  k  ibc  expedaTibnr  of  it.  *  Sonietimes 
ir»  Aeughts  were  ah  forked  by  the  cer* 
Id^  of  being  beloved  by  Sir  £dmond| 
it  (he  alone  was  the  objeft  of  his  attach- 
Mty  was  a  plea&iiie  whkh  harmonized 
W'Soml^  and  vibrated  to  her  heart. 

I>asing  th&  filence  of  night,  her 
Mights  ftill  reverted  to  the  fame  ob*^ 
ft«and  when  Ihe  did  recdfea  herfelf, 
mmovAd  forget  that  (he  was  beloved 
^rihe  pleafufrr(h^  Sound  in  loving;  and 
:  fuch  moments  (he  felt  happy  in  the 
In  ^  Che  affe6lion  flie  bellowed.  For 

this 


devour  gencMos. 

a  retiMi(filb^  pleafii&e  iftU 
AUacbttieBt  to  MLi 


Bfitt  liet  theaft  tndkilged  ibe  fao] 


him.    After.  MsliJ^lAoi 

albne,  under  thefe  plafing  illufic 
delightiul  hopes,  Malvina, 
parenily  far  from  bftppy»^  jr^et^M 

was  flie  now  to  be  deprived  of  them. 

The  month  of  trial  was.  now  f 
elapfed)  and  MalvxAa.  flattered  hi 
that  it  had  ferved  only  to  ftrengthc 
EdmoAd  in  his  refolauoi^  of  gira 
everything  for  her  f^ke«i  S)ie 
with  a  b]ia(]^vi>eg^nito:^uiupaie'  ih 
ment  when  .he  wofiM;  rotwil  Wt4c^ 
her  a^  hi^.own.  When  piM  ncRmil 
ihewas  at  breakfaft  >^ith*fMr9>iStifi 
two  letters  were  brougl^t  to  boti^li 


iier  hcittt  con* 
wM-iram      Edinoiid.'  The 
itwwBBitom  hord  Sheridan. 


:  Silt  M  "hit  lordlhip  feldom  or  wtr 
pvoie  bat  a  few  linet  of  mere  enquiry 
jftpteming  his  daugbcer,  aod  politeneft 
Ihherfdff  (he  wm  net  under  the  nece^* 
pqi&rof  .cqpening  his^  trat  at  .  hi^r  leHurei 
therefore  laid  it  on  one  fide  till  ftie 
■^perufedihe  one  from  Sir  Edmond^ 
pliiih  was  at  follows^ 
t 

-  ^  Though  Mrs.  Burtoui  ever  fince  my 
pHvn,  has  been  made  acquainted  that 
ppo  was  the  only  objeCi  of  my  tender 
llQcdion,  yet  fhe  could  not  refill  from 
fitcmpting  a  laft  e£Port,  yefterday,  to 
fptkc  me  back  to  Lady  Mary  Summerhill, 
informing  me,  that  her  fortune  was  to 
||€  the  alternative.  In  anfwer  to  which 
jiiropoiali  I  pofitively  declared  to  this 
^]H^itip*t  woman,  that  I  moft  willingly 
ljlH>nnuf  yd4li  her  benefits,  that  the  hand 
[i5i  o£ 


•4t  JML^4»» 

of  Malvina  was  all  that  I  covettuf 
that  we  both  ftiould  be  happy  with 
"wi thing  to  receive  my  thtog  (torn  ' 
Thefe  ^md$  tiftlited  her  to  the 

Then^  faid  fhe,  if  you  were  ho 
to  come  begging  at  my  dooff  I  won 
QOt^'Rmaifi  out  «Df  hmd  to  Ikve  7 
frbiiiliilfeiy^^  IHA, 
to  tMl^eHfiit  tihmimf§^  i0hom  j 
are  going  to  racrificc  my  friendfhip  a 
fortune.    Go,  and  receive  from  her 
the  tender  affeftion  which  Mr,  Prior  i«- 
ceived  from  her  before  you  did.  Boi 
fiiould  you  reach  the  altar,  do  not  imt' 
gine  yourfelf  fo  fecure,  but  that  I  mi* 
find  means  to  feparate  you.     I  lha 
putiifh  you  for  your  infolcnce  and  co 
tehipt ;  and  when  you  are  feparated  / 
ever,  you  wiil  repent. 


Ah  !  I  (hall  not  be  long,  faid  I, 
ing  from  fuch  a  fury,  who,  not  Cim 


to  psk^ilBi  %om  her  t 
pye>  wooVd  vJ&i  to  poifon  my  bappt- 
k£i^  by  for  ever  recalling  the  idea  of 
ipMf  aiuchment  for  Mr.  Fribrt  and  lhat 
Kiedlif  mofiiciie  wh^  ftii- fiilrffi&# 
mjHi  botli  in  i  Ibmnf  igitatiiiti— if  hen 
your  IbfTOwa  were  fo  flfiaJt^WoA 


Cmelf  birbtfovi  womut  thip  ifii 

^ind  her  maUcioui  heart  enjoyed  the 
Fof  tormenting  mc.  Oh  J  my  gentle, 
dear  Malvinag  conies  and,  by  your 
ice,  banifli  thefe  fatal  ideas;  and 
I  hive  falfilled  jmir  iNlffiVtiandsi  I 
know  that  fm  mm  mf  &mi  The 
&cnt  which  was  propofed  by  yourfelf 
irrivedi  though  Mrs.  Burton  will,  V 
I  ien0bl^  employ  all  .ihe  arts  fhe  ii 
affiled  of  to  ftpaialft    ;  yet,  if  ^  it 
tfoe  that  you  lov  e  itke»  and  my  repofe  is 
dear  to  you,  delay  not,  my  Malvina,  to 
come; 'and  let  the  ineftimable' giftN>f 
:'voL.  II.  M  yovir 


f aiiriiiii#^«4ft]^  of  an 

twelve  mh^4i*Qm  Mrs^  Clai 
Ilhall  impatiently  wait  For  you.  It  i§ 
thence  I  have  feiit  the  exprcfs,  whic 
certainlyj  in  a  few  hours,  bring  ba< 
lead  a  licie  from  my  Malvinai  which  I 
^0ice  wttboat  agit9|| 
J|ti|H  hope  to  Bnd 
cqrjfenting  to  fix  to  morrow  as  ihc  \ 
tdnate  day  which  is  to  unite  our  i 
tinies.     If  Malvina  can  hefitate ;  but 
Ihe  knows  me;  and  fince  I  am  dear 
her,  fhe  will  not  difappoint  me.  1 
to-morrow — what  (hall  I  behold!  4hat< 
in  which  flie  is  to  pledge  her  faith,  i 
receive  my  folemn  vows,  that  I  will  nc 
loye  any  one  but  her.   In  {hort^  to  I 
come  for  ever  happy. 

Oh !  Mai  vina,  by  the  love  1  bear  ]^ 
haften  to  me;  I  am  writing  this  ^  0^ 


ght,  diflt  tpif*0%ptefi*  tMf  ^et  dot  at 
ly-break;  and  I  fliall  wait  his  return,  a 
Ky  to  all  thofe  tumultuous  agitations 
pkb  exbauft  life  by  the  excefs  of  our 
pfingSf  and  ivhich  t  could  not  exift  un« 
jltt  if  the  'hopK^  which  created  theni) 
pn&d  deceive  me»** 

na  read  this  letter  fereral  tmica 
|iAottC  knowing  what  ftep  to  take,  or 

Eanfwer  to  return  Sir  Edmond,  when 
was  informed  the  roan  who  had 
{ht  it  was  waiting  for  her  infwer, 
lid  that  he  intreated  (he  would  be  as 
|aick  as  poffible,  for  the  gentleman  who 
fait  him  was  in  fuch  hafte,  that  he  had 
Ikeatened  him  feverely  if  he  did  not  re- 
lam  at  the  appointed  time,  and  pro* 
Mired  to  reward  him  handfomely  if  he 
yu  punQual. 


Thefe  words  fur   *fed  Mrs.  St.  Clare ; 
^  fixed  her  eyes  on  Malvina,  who  in- 
u  a  ftantly 


l^ntly  t^Sth^s  dow%  aiul>bttt0i« 
diftrefled  by  Sir  Edmond's  m%U 

impatience  of  his  exprcfs^  and  ihi 
ticiilar  looks  of  her  aTniable  friend, 
haftily  fnatched  die  firit  ihcci  of 

ike  cmld  fiD4.Jind  4;BN«d  ft  ^ 
which  [he  would  lyVftliCiWi<injiM 

fuHng*    She  was  quite  agitaied  IM 
had   given  it   the  mcffcnger, 
^  voice  was  fo  |remelou9jJ^e.mgl^J| 

When  he  was  gone,  her  diftrc 
creafed,  on  being  alone  with  Mi 
Clare.  Malvina  was  fenfible  this 
wanted  an  explanation;  but  how 
Ihe  do  that  with  propriety,  after  th 
mife  fhe  had  given  Sir  Edmond  i 
mention  their  prefent  fituation?  Y< 
remembered  that  Mrs.  St.  Clare  obi 
her  very  attentively,  but  remained 
as  if  expe£tihg  her  to  fpeak  on  th 
jecl.  Fearful  6(  difobliglng  her  b; 
Verting  on  any  otber^  and  not  dar 

m 


I  departure,  fearing  Ker  en- 
1^  Malvina  continued  filent,  and 
r  fbe  rebained  fo,  the  more 
fhe  tdte44^te  became. 

at  laft  beckme  fo  opprefled  by  her 
and  Ixtuation,  that  (he  breathed 
\  difficulty,  and  her  eyes  fixed  on  the 
Mrs.  St.  Clare,  afFeaed  .by  the 
sfi  ihe  obferved  her  in,  endeavoured 
tcall  her  to  hcrfelf,  by  thofe  intereft* 
[  attentions  which  the  heart  prompts  us 
jt.oflfer;  and  was  jtift  holding  out  her 
Ibid  to  take  Malvina*s,  who,  in  or- 
jikr  to  avoid  it,  immediately  took  up 
dord  Sheridan's  letter  which  (he  had  laid 
B  the  table,  and  haftily  broke  the  feal, 
I  order  to  conceal  her  embarra(rment, 
nder  this  pretended  employment. 

She  had  no  fooner  perufed  a  few  lines, 
MO  every  other  idea  vaniflied.  A  fud- 
cn  palenefs  overfpread  her  countenance, 

cold  chill  enervated  her  whole  frame; 

(he 


ihe  fek  ;her  ftrength  ffil  hu^ 
fcarcely  reached  the  GoncfiifiM  of 
cruel  mandaW  which  ihCiiMA-w 
band,  vheA  (he  fiiok  under  thcr 
preflure  of  the  Ibrrows  it  aimo 
and  fell,  without  fenfe  or  mod 
to  the  arms  of  Mrs.  St.  Ckre^ 
murmuring— Ah  I  it  is  dpne-^my 
mond^  ve  are  ruined  for  ever«. 
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■  '  1 


SI  A  JL  VINA. 


CHAP.  I, 


IJUrATIOir  OT  THB  PBBCBDmO  CHilTER. 

Mrs  •  St.  Clare  was  nioft 
bly  affefted  at  the  fituation  of  her 
ble  companion ;  (he  inftantly  ufed 
y  method  to  recover  her,  but  finding 
ser  endeavours  ineffedual,  (he  as- 
1  in  having  her  conveyed  to  her 
abcr.  They  laid  her  on  the  bed,  and 
c6iitinued  for  fome  time  longer  in« 
oi.  iiu  3  fenfibk} 


t  ^  MALVINA* 

renfible:  at  laft,  after  Mri.  St.  Clarc% 
repeated  cflFoits  to  recover  JiO^  llie  Jlid 
the  felicity  to  fee  her  o]^ii  Mi^^eycsy  apd 
giving  a  deep  figh,  ihe  coDtinued  fiimc. 
Mrs.  St.  Clare  prefled  her  Jn  her  mmi 
and  her  iilent  tears  fell  oa  the  hct  ct 
Malvina. 

Calm  your  agitated,  fpirits,  my  dear 
Malvina,  faid  (he,  in  the  fofteft  accentSt 
a  little  repofe  will  be  neceflary ;  I  will 
^  leave  you  for  a  fhprt  time,  but  do  not 
let  it  be  long  before  you  recall  me.  Ah, 
madam,  I  wifh  to  open  my  heart  to  you; 
little  did  I  imagine  how  much  you  watto 
be  pitied — Ah!  how  infinitely  do  I  feel 
my  friendChip  for  you  increafed.  Mrs. 
St.  Clare's  difirefs  augmented,  on  faying 
this,  to  find  Malvina  remained  filent; 
therefore,  fearful  of  increafing  her  pain- 
ful fenfations,  fhe  retired. 

•  As  foon  as  Malvina  found  herfelf  aton^ 
Ihe  looked  mournfully  round  her,  and 

perceiviDg 


dng  •Lord  SheridaD*8  "letter,  ihe 
td^  l^d.  piifhed  it  from  her;  but 
fitor  took  it  up  and  K-perafed  it, 
I  with  the  idea  th^  (he  might  have 
ftrued  it,  or  that  fome  hope  might, 
rom  it  on  a  fecond  pemlSU. 

(Ori  Shcridanto  Maimc  dc  Sony. 
^  MadaM| 

As  I  have  juft  been  informed  that 
I  on  the  point  of  marrying,  with- 
(king  to  inveftigate  the  motives 
have  induced  fuch  a  determina* 
(hall  not  even  enquire  why  you 
emained  liknt  on  this  fubjeCl  in 
r  letters,  neither  will  I  reproach 
th  the  imprudent  and  public  man- 
which  you  have  feparated  your- 
m  your  refpedable  relation,  who 
obligingly  received  you  in  her  fa- 
md  who  is  fo  extremely  dillre (Ted 
*  firange  conduct. 

*ir  "Ilhall 


4  UALVIMA. 

I  {hall  only  obfcrve,  that  u  yoQ 
have  thought  proper  to  invalidate  the 
promife  which  you  ihade  your  friend,  I 
have  certainly  a  right  to  retraft  from 
mine.  I  therefore  inform  you^  that  I 
do  not  intend  my  daughter  to  be  brought 
up  in  the  fame  houfe  with  fuch  a  man  u 
he  is,  whom  you  have  fclefted  for  your 
hufband  ;  nor  (hall  flie  remain  under  the 
protedion  of  one  to  whom  I  am  a  ftraiiger. 

^*  It  was  to  you  alone  that  Lady  She- 
ridan confided  her  child ;  .and  from  the 
nioment  you  refign  your  liberty,  flie  isi 
from  that  inftant,  no  longer  under  your 
direftion;  and  I  (hall  then  exercife  my 
authority. 

You  will  be  fo  obliging  then,  ma- 
dam, the  moment  you  are  united,  to 
place  my  daughter  under  the  care  of 
your  rcfpeaable  relation,  Mrs.  BurtoOf 
who  has  confented  to  take  the  charge  of 
her^  until  my  affairs  permit  me  to  feni 
^     '  for 


MALVINA,  5 

r  her.  Without  vifliing  to  give  you 
B  fligb*tell  offence,  allow  me  to  Tay, 
at  we  muft  not  always  rely  too  much  on 
»pearances. 

Your  friend^  when  on  her  death 
pAf  bathed  by  your  tears,  confiding  en- 
rely  in  your  friendlhip,  and  complain- 
g  of  my  want  of  affeQion,  little  ima* 
oed  I  Ihould  be  more  faithful  and  at* 
jative  in  fulfilling  all  the  duties  which 
le  wiflied  to  her  child. 

I  am  with  refpe6:» 
Madam, 
Your  obedient  Servant^ 

Sheridan.^' 

P.  S.  It  will  be  quite  ufelefs  for  you 
i  give  yourfelf  the  trouble  of  anfwering 
is,  as  I  am  on  the  point  of  departure 
Ireland,  and  (hall  continue  there 
uing  the  Sunmier. 

B  3  Malvina 


^•^Hrfvifva  was  aftonifhed  at  ih 
as  fhe  had  not  an  idea  he  won 
laken  the  troubi 

gaiii  ao  anfwer, 

any  p^nicnlnrs  relative  to  his  dat 
which  file  had  informed  him  of;  : 
negligence  in  this  particular  was 

ilarmed,  at  the  idea  of  a  marriage 
fhe  fuppofcd  to  be  fo  perfeflly  indi 
to  him,  that  Ihe  did  not  think  it  ne 
to  inform  bim  of  iu  But  from  this 
it  was  plainly  t6  be  fecrr,  illlat  the 
proceeded  from  Mrs.  Burton;  a] 
was  convinced  it  was  to  her  Ihe  ' 
debted  for  this  misfortune. 

She  was  not  deceived;  for  the  n 
Jhe  left  the  houfe,  Mrs.  Burton* 
diately  wrote  to  Lord  Sheridan^  a 
quainted  him  with  it,  that  ihe^ig] 
bim  in  her  intereft.  She  thereft 
Cnuatcd  every  thing  which  flic  •! 


e 


^^owri^fl^ 

of  a  few  lines  m 


t  |MjQdice^»  bim  againft  Malvina; 
umknr  ttie'inaft  of  friendlhip  ta 
deferi^ed  the  imprudence  of  Mal- 
cbildaft,  alf6' her  being  fo  ex- 
If  obftiiiafe  Md-eonceitedy  as  eafily 
ileluded  by  it, 

I  in  your  power,  faid^ihe,  in  her 
to  Lord  Sheridijn,  to  prevent  this 
tune  from  overwhelming  both  her 
as  my  coufin's  only  objedion  to 
irriage,  is  the  child  Lady  Sheridan 
ed  to  her  care;  therefore,  by  in. 
tg  her  that  you  will  take  it  fromr 
'  Ihe  perfifts  in  fulfilling  this  un« 
f  unit>n,  you  Will  not  only  fave  the 
of  your  wife  from  rCiin,  but  the 
tmily  in  ScotUnd  frSm  defpain— 
fi  as  a  father,  th^  fli  another  con* 
ion  which  onght  to  Aicourage  you 
\  proceeding,  which  is,  the  intereft 
dlLii^ter  demands.     For  if  my 
(hbuld  retrieve  the  good  opinion 
(he  has  fo  nearly  loft — as  Ihe  has 
B  4  been 


2 


been  the  occaGon  of  a  duel,  and  quitted 
my  houTe  in  fo  piibUc  a  matinef^  fhc 
then  inherit^  urifb  my  willf  fait  of^ 

leSfea  of  her  owii,  if  file  iwiJ) 
marry,  will  become  tl|e  i^liMiti 
your  child. 

m  immmS^  fmnm^  had  fo  much  ix^ 
pat^  it  by  riot  and  debauchery,  thai 
the  refidue  of  it  was  fcarcely  fufficienttd 
pay  hii  4cIK9<  ^  Hi^tConfcien^  frcquddj 


torturing  idea  of    having  ruined 
daughter.    Under  ihefe  circumfta 
itbitk  oppr#|R|d  ibii  mind,  it  wl 


i^ftantancoiilly!.  coincided  with  Mri^Bii^ 
ion'3  fchcme,  in  order  to  foothe  his  rt» 
isorle;  thereforci  he  wrote  in  ibe 
liriiii  file  wi&edi  apd  ?lii«b:  jo  milMf 

,  ,  ilil 


M 


JIA1.TIJIA.  J9 

r4i  I  cried  Malriiut,  ihedding  a  toi rent 
Etdis^Tdo  HOC  fcar^  my  beloved  Ckrs, 
U  tlqr  child  (ball  ever  be  placed  under 

uworthy  a  woman's  care  as  Mrs. 
trtoo's.  For  if  her  unfeeling  father 
lifts  in  hb  intention  of  taking  her  fron 

wife  of  Sir  fidmond^  never  will  Mai- 
a  accept  that  title,  for  Ihe  will  have 
itiide  fufficient  to  renounce  all  that 

loves,  rather  than  deviate  in  what 
owes  thee» 

3k  I  Edraond,  dear  and  much  loved 
pond,  an  eternal  feparation  will  take 
ee  of  our  intended  union;  and  in- 
id  of  the  happinefs  which  you  expeded 
n  my  lov^  I  fhall  plunge  a  dagger 
ihy  heart  by  this  fatal,  change.  Un- 
fff  Malvina !  wretched  Edmond— how 
iftly;  have  the  days  of  hope  and  joy 
Diftrefs  approaches  like  t4ie  dark- 
b  of  night,  and  heavily  clouds  our 
ificDce.  Adieu,  fweet  and  flattering 
iiQcras;  through  whofe  brilliant  me- 
u  B  5  dium 


diimrlkid  beheld  Aig  fiiiAiWMi  rfihr 
puMfii  cnUghtca  the  pcrlptttvc  ^-i^ 
ftuuiie  horiaou;  -  Adiea  ta  Amm^  feHciif^ 
nvhicli  I  had  >vaml)r  iotagiiiod  ^ 
near  xealizing-  Thou  haft aMr  fl«d  fioai 
Hie  fer  ever  t  Bur  I  have  feaeM  tti«|^ 
in  what  manner  to  appreciate  it«  ' 

How  doe»  my  dear  MaMnft  find  ht^  . 

feir^  faid  Mrs.  St.  Clare^  opening  the 
door;  may  I  be  permiued  to  come  ioy 
will  my  prefence  be  an  intruiion  ?  Mat 
vina  made  a  fign  with  heft  hand;  Mrs. 
St.  Clare   approached,  and  prefling  it 
between,  both  ber's^  looked  at  her  in  the 
tendered  manner,  and  faid,  do  not  be  the 
leaft  alarmed  at  the  idea  o£  my  making 
any  enquiries  concerning  your  fituation^ 
this  morning;  I  too  well  know  there* 
are  feme  chords  ot  fenfibility  which  cani* 
not  be  touched,  without  their  vibrating 
through  the  whole  frame ;  and  I  rcfpeft 
your  forrows  too  much  to  penetrate 
ihfeir  fource.   But  let  me  hope  my  ami* 

able 


Mtrkjim^tAmt^m^  dfrtftne  m^Lf 
bvft  ^wmf  yckifrs'tcGmFe^  and  U»t  I 
Mf  bbtara  ^iun:  cODfideocey  I  would  noc 
viih  in  your  prefent  wedi: Aate; 

vUl  dflr  }kM  fayi  rt^ed  MaU 
ftriti  What  ?  do  you  iiope' from  time? 
Vo^noivaw'  i  mbft  leave^  you^  for  him 
irikt  expedt  me.r  You  leave  me  ?  You 
wexpefted?'!  When  ate  you  going? 
Hi'vheft  (hall  I  fee  yott  again  ?  Alas  t 
Ud'  not .  know;  my ielf^  replied  Malvina, 
Nbpiag*.  .  I^ave  been  indulging  the 
io^*  tfast  when  I  left  this  place,  the 
Mbotiog  retreat  to  which  I  was  goings 
Wild  baTett:6mpeniated  for  the  regret 
^tfvbuld  iiaye  £tlt  on  leaving  you,  my 
{riend.  ^  But  all,  every  hope  is 
Mrifliedy  one  moment  has  deprived  me 
f  theik^  I  MK  a^  wanderer  without  a 
Mi^,  wkbOQt  a  prottftor;  I  know  not 
Mrot^ght  la  direft  my  fteps.  I  am 
icbMu*  Wbetl^  I  am  to  leave  you,  or 
letfaer  I  may  not  return  and  expire  on 
a  6  your 


yourbofom!  But  where  do  you 
morrow?  denianded  Mr^.  $L  Chn 

*Ah!  exclaimed  MaWina,  A&f 
lieve  be  lA^ould  not  imagine  that  i 
toexpofe  bis  griefs  Mil^ifOitHitl 
tiikif^t ifcmiKfr  vitb  Iiie.wfi«ii4 
Who  h  this  perron  ?  mflced  Mn.  Si 
In  the  name  of  Heaven^  of  whom  i 
Ipeaking?  Of  him  wbo  poffeffet 
afFeflion)  cried  Malvina;||Df  hi 
occupies  all  ixiy  heart.  Has  he 
nounced  every  thing  ifcMr  mc ; 
titles,  and  the  world?  and  when 
pe8s  to  receive  my  haad^  wiU  onl 
from  my  lips  an  exe»ial  adieu,  wli 
only  terminate  with  life.  Yojiali 
terrify  me,  Malvina,  replied 
Clare,  more  and  more  ^agitaioA 
<]uickly  inform  mtf  I  coiqctt^ff 
me  who  is  the  happy  hieing  dtal  fi 


MbftiiMf  rJ»  k  not  Sir  EiU 

to  hm  J^f^  iTf  rdky;  ?  exclaimed 
i  ^irfl  Hi  .4«gT«-  ?f  /cnihuBafnu 
^:|TC9fMlto);^  ivhich 
e.?  Yei,  ]t^  !• .  ^  alone  whom  I 
I  wbo.iiitt4e¥er.poffefs  my  hearu 
5  been  .thijie';£dmpnd9  my'  life 
ATe  been  a.  continued  blefling; 
»;if  I  nmft  ii^  future  Uve  without 
lee  more  ratber  let  me  fink  into 
LCon^ 

^hat  have  you  fatd,  dear  unhap-^ 
rtunate  woman  P  exclaimed  Mrs. 

in  an  agony  of  tc;art,.  It  it  to 
man^.tbat  the  gentle,  the  tender 
baa  given  ber  heart,  is  to  this 
IS  wxeicb  that  Ibe  wiihes  to  unite , 
elic  mind;  and  is  it  to  Sir  Ed- 
irtpn  ibat  fhe  wi&es  to  go  to* 
?  N09  Malvina,  you  ihall  not 
0  duty  ought  to  carry  you  there, 


my  bCldVA'mU'RIllNCMl'  'Iflfl 

acquaint  you  witR*  eVcfy* 
k  yet  lime  for  it  ?  To  ybu^  wi 
reveal  this '  fataV  *  fecrci^.-^Ya 
the  (hades  of  death  fthtniiid' 
you^n  bcfWd  iKeV:olfitfiv& 
-^ofes  the  fwefet  eo^Aiptendti'W 
days,  who  was  mowed  dow^ilh 
of  life,  by  the  vile  feduAii 
Eiriiotild.:  '     '  '  ' 

T  do  nor  iAitk  to  heM  of ' 
thing,  Taiif  'Malvintf^  rfflng  t 
fome  diftante  from  Mrs. -Se* 
have  promiTed  that  I  If odtd  nbt 


^vdiAiMr^  look  from  Sir  £d4 

d  maketnc  difcredit  ihem  all* 
lagine   that  you  can  prevent 

MQb<  to  alleviate  and  urge  him 
tf  in^  the  painful  trial  whicli 
ty  compels  me  to  perform.  I 

Iromi^  E^inotidi;  yM,  thar 
Mie  nie  io-.Imi)wv«  her  wba 
rk)  to^ib;9tUlift  him*  ^ 

^  Adbimdi  nnerrtipted  Mtk. 
atfiflgf^^ew  ybo  ttally^  borm 
bM^vby)%bat  iktality  is  iiy 
faittatiRg  *arfis  mt|ft^  ever  Arike 
Heai^fl  anA  deavdi  to  my 
tas  it  not  (biBcient  to'  have 
r  of  a  fifterv  without  adding, 
of  Malvina 

This 


This  was  utcegii  tfii  f : 
and  atFcfling  manner,  that  it  toM 
foul  0f  Malvina ;  and  ihe  wai  : 

amt  of  MiSt  fiti.  Claffeff viil^ 
pre  fled  her  to  bcr  b  orani|  a 
mingled  their  tears  in  filence  1 
and  each  feared  to  interrupt  it 

However    alamied    Mrs.  S 
was    at    the    fymptom ,  with 
paffion  had  infpired  Malvkiai  (] 
that  it  was  in  vain  tQ(  attempt  to 
it  by  reafon  :  the  knowledge  flic 
Sir  Edmond  octafioned  her  t< 
her  fair  friend  as  his  iVti^im ; 
confidered  it  as  her  duty  to  en 
to  (ave  her  if  poflible*    For  this 
(he  wasicomfident  ihe  muft  iife.i 
forcible  means,  by  powerfully 
upon  the  imagination,  and  toucl 
heart;   fhe  knew  this  was  4l 
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Tobable  way  of  accomplifliing  what  flie 
lefired. 

She  therefore  no  longer  attempted  to 
ifluade  her  from  going,  but  only  re- 
[uefted  permiffion  to  accompany  her  the 
lext  day,  part  of  the  way.  A  facred 
iuty,  faid  Mrs.  St.  Clare,  calls  me  to 
flift  a  friend,  which  lies  in  your  way, 
rhere  I  Ihall  ftay  while  the  carriage 
Bikes  you  to  Kenrofs ;  and  fince  you  are 
ietermined  to  leave  Sir  Edmond,  you 
an  reiign  your  little  charge  to  me ;  and 
re  can  both  wait  your  return  at  the 
ame  place  where  you  will  take  leave 

Malvina  thought  this  arrangement 
lerfedly  agreeable;  it  was  therefore 
bgreed  that  they  ihould  fet  out  the  ^xt 
Boming  at  eight  o'clock. 


CHAP. 


^  UNSXPECTBD  MKBTlNa^ 


Though  Mn.stc 

was  perfe£lly  fatisfied  with  the  plan 
had  fbrteed)  yet  file  viu  ndier  aktfi 
a%  tbe^etf^6t  it  might  prodiioe*  on  I 
y^iMi  Thi^  an^friety  prevented  her  I 
fleeping  part  of  the  night;  and  li 
with  the  fun,  {he  ftrolled  into  the  gaU 
to  reflcft  more  maturely  whether 
couJd  confcientioufly  juftify  herfelf 


Itcf  file  WB9  about  to  take*  But  all 
Iritfe  reiieBioiis  only  fenced  to  - confirm^ 
^  in  the  goodne£i  oF  her  intention; 
id  (he  ahxioufly  wiihed  to  fet  out* 

The  dock  had  ftruck  eight,  and  Mai- 
ni'  hot  appearing,  Mrs.  St.  Clare  be- 
ttie  oneafyf  and  going  up  to  her  cham- 
r/flie  found  her  feated  on  the  bed,  ia 
B  fane  drefs  that  fhe  had  worn  the  pre* 
ding  evening ;  (he  appeared  motionlefs,. 
th  her  eyes  caft  down.  Her  counte- 
nee  had  no  longer  that  fweet,  gentle^, 
&  penfive^  expeeffion,  which  added 
afins  to  her  whole  appearance.  In* 
id  of  this  ihterefting  tout  en  femble^ 
t  appeared  opprefled  by  a  gloomy 
^efiion^  vhicb  had  altered  'her  in  a 
9ft  furprHing  manner.  The  ravages 
the  paffions  are  totally  different  from 
t  tender  regrets  of  friendfliip;  and 
ey  too  often  leave  the  traces  of  their 
tigtefs  on  the  countenance  for  life.— 

Thejc 
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They  imdenii^  the  (ipAt-jGipi^ 
volcaoQ,  which  conftimcs  wUfc^^gi^ 
and  creates  fq  frighffiil  a.v^i^rlAll^ 
cold  hand  of  death  caai^Mf  cstt^ 
it.  Malvina  had  pafled  the  nif^^ 
anticipating  all  the  diftrcLfiiL 
which  (he  expe&ed  to  undergo  i 
log  day.  Thu8»  (he  had  alreaidy , 
nearly  as  much  as.  the  evil  IbCn 
hended ;  and  her  deftiny  wu 
heavy  forrows  yet  to  come* 

Oh!  why  was  Ihe  not  one  of  tb 
beings,  whofe  inadive  mind  never  dif 
into  the  future,  who  never  knew  vl 
refledion  or  prefentiment  meant?  h 
who,  w|ien  it  is  day,  never  think  of  i 
morrow,  or  remember  evening  till  tb 
fee  it  dark. 

Mrs.  St.  Clare  taking  Malvina's  M 
condufied  her  to  ths  carriagCf  and  ff 
ting  in  after  her,  (he  took  Frances  OiHl 
lap.   She  was  fometimes  tempted  10 1 

praH 
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Mtcli  lieifelf  iiair  deceiving  Malvina; 
It  tU^  next  motoent  flie  was  pleafed 
Ml  Ae  idta  of  ikving  het.  Mrs.  St. 
|be  'iks  abfbrbed  by  heir  own  reflec- 
ybil^  het' melancholy  companion 
Idwing  the  iittage  of  Sir  Edmond, 
his  defpHtr,  'ainl*  e Very  other 
t'  that  could '  depreiji  her  mind, 
ftke  her  lofe^ 'Ae-  remembrance  of 
prefent  fituationi  or  where  (he  was 


^4Rer  they  had  travelled  near  two 
if^fhe  at  laft  noticed  that  they  were 
Mtin  the  fame  road  which  led  from  Mrs. 
Pl  Clare's.  Stupendous  mountains  en- 
pKoned  them  on  every  fide,  and  the 
Stftfage  roHed  through  a  gloomy  and 
faiitary  glen.  Where  are  we  going  ? 
ipiiilltd  Malvina,  haftily.  To  the  houfe 
KNbtntfdned  to  yo«,  replied  her  com^ 
iiyiMH  a  little  agitated ;  as  ft  lies  out 
m  Ae  great  road,  we  were  obliged  to 
Uteri  crols  one  to  reach  it. 

1  few 


mi 

Kill  deui^  me 

lofid^  iriU  be  wailing  ibr  me* 
{^||^  Mrs.  St.  Clare,  mournfuUy 
nf^l^ay^hlai;  Itt  turn  to  day  expcricii^ 
a/ew  of  tliof«  .tcupic^ts  whidi  |^b>f 

Peaveii,  in  its  juflice,  wiU  tomt 
Hialtc  him  feel  what  he  defcrvcs.— I 

t  will  get  OttI  of  tlie  citTiagei 
t  M  oblfg^  w      4m  AKtlg 
guide  Of  ^m^M  l»fP<>*«  ^ 
{hall  prevent  me  from  gg^m  lo  tbciH 
happy  beiDg  whm  cxpcGU  ne,  ^ 


^bo  not  mk«  ^foyifl^f  ^Joift  J 
•Ify  my  dear,  ra^^||^^l^:P«te,,|i 

preffing  her  agitation;  this  ^ad  U  n 
Xo  ,miich  <Mi  of  yoij^  ^ay  as  you  imagio^ 
JlPl^jdif  hopfi:  I  ibal^^^i^  at^  U  not  m 

Vina  believed  her:  in  abotji*^^ 
olaaliottf  ^SWP^§i9^ 


s«5 


^ Jbe  noft  loneljr  fituadcm  ima« 
Hl^^yrhilc  tbc  horfcs  wefc  reftingi 
V^Bulare  defired  Malvinsi  -to.  remarl^ 
boofi;,  tl^at  it^  might  know  it  /igam 
^  retyrn  ; ,  an^  taking :  her  arm  with- 
VittiDg  her.  reply,'  they  went  towards 
>ck.  which  vas  very-  fteep,  and  it$ 
I  wre  decorated,  with  feftoons  of 
ili^Iei^  and  a  variety  of  wild  flowers^ 
Ii  partljr  concealed  a  finaU  door^ 
with  great  art  in  ^he  rock*  Mr% 
lire  put  her  hand  under  aprojcding 
I  to  reach  a  String  which  belonged 

>n  after,  a  Utile  child  about  fevcn 
old,  opened  the  door,  and  faid^ 
Mrs.  Cecilia,  how  good  you  are 
ne  jttft  now-«-iny  poor  mother  is  fo 
ill,  that  we  think  flie  is  going  K> 
Oh  I  my  God,  let  us  haften  to  her, 
ilrs«  St«  Clare,  rufliing  in  with  fuch 
Illation  that  ihe  forgot  to  fatten  the 
She  was  foon  after  met  by  a 

middle 
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miAlltf^'aged  woman,  wlio,  11|u|^f 
hands  to  Heaven  on  beholdiMH^P^k. 

Clare,  faid,  bleffed  be  the chMtewhich 
conduced  you  htrtf  madam;  my 
poor  miftrefs  has  been  fo  extremely  ill 
all  night,  that  (he  believed  berfelf  dyings 
and  requefted  that  we  Ihbuld  fend  for 
a  prieft  to  be  with'  her  in  her  laft  mo^ 
knents.  We  luckily  met  with  one  at 
Kenrofs,  and  he  is  at  prefent  with  her. 
She  is  rather  better  now,  and  I  will  go 
and  prepare  her;  for  your  arrival  will 
rejoice  her.  That  is  very  proper,  Mary, 
replied  Mrs.  St.  Clare j  fo  agitated  Ihe 
could  fcarcely  articulate  a  word.  I  will 
wait  in  the  next  room,  and  you  will  ac< 
quaint  me  when  I  may  be  admitted. 

Mary  went  inftantly;  and  Mrs.  St. 
Clare  taking  Malvina*s  hand,  led  her  to 
the  cafement.  Do  you  notice  this  dis* 
mal  retreat  ?  faid  Ihc — this  gloomy  foli- 
tude-;  but  infinitely  lefs  fo  than  the  foul 
of  her  who  inhabits  it.   Would  you  not 

imagine 
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that  every  thing  wat  moiftened 
^Mif  and  that  the  very  air  was  inu 
InaAsd'irith  grief  P  Do  you  not  hear 
'  groins  of  that  unfortanftte,  who  is 
^ps  now  expiring  ?  Do  you  guefs 
^  this  dying  viQini  is  ?  It  is  my 
ir,  my  friend,  (he  who  lives  in  my 
n.  Do  you  know  who  is  her  mur- 
if,  and  the  father  of  that  child? — 
t  Sir  Edmond. 

hi  why  did  I  not  expire  before  I 
i  it?  exclaimed  Malvina,  with  an 
lifed  fhriek,  and  (inking  into  a  chair, 
ly  deprived  of  life/  At  this  noife, 
>or  fuddenly  opened,  and  a  man 
ed  into  the  room,  crying,  it  certainly 
her  that  I  heard,  if  I  may  believe 
fenies?  It  is  her,  it  is  Malvina, 
m  I  behold.  By  what  ftrange  faulity 
I  that  I  find  you  in  this  houfe  of 
iming? 


c  Edmond) 


done,?  cxclumed  Malvimt 
bad  aot^rceived  the  entrance  o 
Frior;  alai^^ou  have  then  deccivcc 
What  name  U  that  you  bave  luk 
^oned,  afked  Mr*  Prior?  ^^■MM 
gerfifliouf  man  be  yet  dear  to  you. 
I  have  not  a  doubt  but  it  is  the  lu 
the  Almighty  which  has  cooduEed 
to  her;  whofe  forroi^j^w^^ 
•  will  give  yoa  &  iiMi^ef^^^ 
charaSber  of  Sir  Edmoad* 

Ah !  Mr.  Prior,  it  is  not  now  a  p 
time;  whatever  Sir  Edmond  ma; 
my  lot  is  ever  to  love  him;  an 
crimes  cannot  tear  him  from  jny  1 
Unhappy  being.!  fhe  continued,  v 
fource  of  remorfe  has  he  accumii 
t>n  his  head ;  where  will  he  find  a  ] 
liand  to  foothe  him  under  hi  SiTj 
Mrs.  St.  Clare  to  Mr.  Prior, 
peared  much  aftoniihed  at  what  Ml 
liad  inadvertently  juttered.   Since  I 

unexpcl 
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liMffe^dly  met  To  ellimable  a  charac 
^1  vbo  alio  pofieflc,s  the  cfteem  and 
Q^deQce  of  this  interefting  creature, 
fcmaiD  wiih  her;  and  like  the  angel  of 
peace^  fpeak  comfort  to  her  foul.  Pre- 
tent  her,  if  you  can,  from  rufhing  into 
tlvai  fatal  gulpb,  nvhich  will  in  the  end, 
» o?€iwhelm^her.     Endeavour  to  fortify 
htT  mind,  atid  roufe  it  to  that  noble  love 
of  virtue  3  which  a  fatal  paflion  feems  near- 
ly to  have  annihilated.    I  am  going  into 
the  next  room. — I  am  going  to  wipe 
|¥ay  the  ^ars  of  another.    Oh!  may 
rina  never  have  reafon  to  &ed  fuch 
i  or^faiW^r  repentance. 

Mr,  Prior  permitted  Mrs.  St.  Clare 
to  depart  without  returning  an  anfwer. 
oitlieD,  looking  fteadily  at  Malvina,  who 
.  appeared  ab{brbed  by  grief;  after  a  long 
'*lilence,  he  exclaimed,  Was  it  in  fuch  a 
fimution,  O  Heaven,  that  I  was  to  be- 
H^ldimy  friend  again;  giving  way  to  an 
a|upfuly  paffion,  without  bluQiing  at  the 

fe\c&iow 

'A  A. 


fcleSion  of  her  heart,  and  daring  publicly 
<6^avow  ifc  ;  who  has  mi  jeyea^ 
to  beltow  on  a  fri^nd'^l 

Is  it  then  really  true  that  tbc  friend' 
Aip  of  a  vomaH  is  bnlf  tb't'^^tntom  of  i 
lew  days  ?  which  blooms  only  like  a  tfoVi 
er,  and  which  is  alas,  a^^  foon  withered^ 
and  which  flics  like  the  Oiadows  of  tbc 
iietd;  to  render  that  mind  a  prey  ic 
angoilbj  #M&i  ,decp  afid  tAtdiangiiii 
fenfibiUty»  imt^j^zHcf  (ii^ance,  aod  km 
impalpable  things  can  never  alter,  Aftt 
Malvioa,  why  arc  you  filent  ?  Arc  yot 
even  a  (Iranger  to  pity  P  Alas !  I  onljf 
|is|ipOflsi  a  patnfdr  itxiftenee  by  iHt 
hope  of  feemg  you  again;  and  I  not 
behpM  yoii  in  a  Ctuatioh  wtaUh  icni^ 

M'^'^iQdldfiNini'fifV^  tne  fay  ?  replM 
Milvlnfe,  with  glootey  Calmncrs.  I M 

mm.  ^ 


>f  frieiKlfltip,  or  an7  thing  elfe : 
t  not,  knQW  that  all  is  deftroyed? 
id  has  deceived  mc.  What,  ex- 
1  Mr.  Prior,  with  quicknefs,  bc- 
le  is  falfes  do  you  ippagine  there 
t  any  who  are  iiDcere  ?  and  that 

is  cabbie  of  friend(hip»  becaufe 
y.arc  deceitful  ?  Ah ! .  M.n  Prior, 
[  have  loft,  all  the  happinefs  I 

in  this  world,  of  what  confo* 
;  is  the  reality  of  any  other  ? 

Malvina,  what  have  you  aflerted  ; 
indihip  is  from  henceforth  indif- 
to  you,  and  y:ou  no  lonjger  efteem 
Yti^  I  (hall  ho^e,  jfaid  he,  raifing 
ids  towards  iHleaven,  I  fhall  find 
,  in  thee,  O  .my  ,9^^  *  9^  '  deign  to 
oyitx  on  me,  and  ^ pity  me ;  for  I  am 
ed  of  comfort,,  and  .  my  foul  is 
'  affliaed.  '  Ah!* Mr.  Prior,  faid 
la,  forgive  me,  if  Ihav^^.bepn  the 
m  of  a  njioments  pain ;  but,  added 
reffing  both  her  hands  upon  her 
c  3  heart) 
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heart,  there  is  not  any  room  here  for  con* 
fidence  or  belief,  or  any  place  to  love 
any  thing. 

Oh!  dear  Malvina,  faid  Mr.  Prior, 
feizing  one  of  her  hands,  and  l)athing  it 
iviih  his  tears;  ah !  why  will  you  thus  tor- 
ture me  by  thofe  words?  JBut,  no, no, 
1  will  not  believe  you;  your  unhappy 
friend  cannot  have  become  quite  a 
ftranger  to  you.  A  merciful  Creator 
adapts  our  forrows  to  the  ftrength  vc 
poffcfs  to  fupport  them.  Ah!  do  wc 
not  rather  fear  thofe  only,  which  are  in- 
fupportable?  replied  Malvina,  with  the 
mod  melancholy  tone  and  manner;  yel 

there    is    neverthelefs.   She  had 

fcarccly  pronounced  thefe  words,  when 
a  hafty  flep  announced  the  approach  of 
foroe  perfon.  The  door  was  fuddcnly 
opened,  and  Sir  Edmond  appeared  be- 
fore them.  ' 


CHAP. 


STAL'VINA. 


,C.HAP,  III.. 


STORM  OrTHBPASSIOm. 


dllt  Edmond  drew  back 
amazemenvon  obferving  Mr.  Prior 
;  Malvina;  a«d  then  {landing  motion* 
for  fome  moments^,  he  exclaimed^ 
It  God,  am  I  then  under  an  illufion  j 
poffible  that  Malvina  has  betrayed 
'  Edmond,  is-  it  yx>u?  yx)u  here  J 
would  have  faid,  but  he  did  not  give 
time  to  finilh  the  fentence  ;  but  intex^ 
ting  her  with  vehemence,  he  faid,  Take 
c  4.  care^ 


IS 

care  Malvina, 
making  a  fign  that  may  recall  : 
myfelf ;  do  not^  iei^mc  know  ibat 

And  on  whom  is  your  fury  fa 
fit4  Mr^JPliort  bftughiify,  going 
lliiit.    On  tbee,«t«ylkd  Sir  £^ 
trembling  with  rage ;  on  thee,  y/h 
robbed  xne  of  Malyiiia*s  love  ; 
life  fhall  anfwer  for  this  perjury, 
follow  me,  putting  a  piftpl  jmo  his 
I  mvft  have  blood  to  fatisfy  my  d 
IVhat  are  you  going  to  do,  crm 
mond  ?  cried  Malvina,  flying  aftei 
acid  holding  him  with  both  her 
What  is  it  that  you  fufpefl  ?  what 
lhat  you  dare  to  fay  ?  violent  and  I 
roes  mian.     Look  and  recolleS^ 
you  are,  blufh  for  yourfelf,  and  4 
judge  of  Malvina's  heart  by  thy  owi 

♦ 


of  utterinir 


-  The'ndfe^Wkidi  this  fccfne  oecafioned, 

.  (m^ifijuitai  Stl  Glare  into  the  room. 

'  fti  appeared,  amd^  perceiving  Sir  Ed* 
Mad)'  1b€  exdaiiifedj  'Oh  r Merciful 

v'  ^nMdence^  is  'it  theft'  ai'*'  pt^nillnnent 
for  his  guilt,  that  thou  haft  fent  here  the 
Mri^  of  Lotiifa,to  witMrsthe'laft  fighs 
yi^fim  ?  Is  this  the  pJacd  -where 
■lUiMfc  is?  ft^^^^^^  vith  a 

in  few  lhanncr.-  Am  I  then 
p  iiidcr  ibe  fiime  roof  with  Louifa?  Is  it 
- Ki^  that  Mai vh)a  'iairiCj  ^khout  "any  re- 
^pti  to  'the  promife  (he  Made  me  never 
'fc  become  acquainted  with  this'  fecret, 
1fem  atty*6nc  bm  thyfiflf?-  Wh^n  Ihavc 
f'Biln^ttitiJ^^  fo^  her  on  tWkt  very  day 
iJliJr.lf^i^'to  have  fcAVi'  u's  - United }  ytt 
^wcottid'  Tbrgtt*^htr  *vt)wsf  defpire  her 

i^'Cngagements,    and    betray    her  faith,. 

;  yhen  I  have  been  expeftinjg  her  with 
agohlfiti^  attxlety,  and  finding 

'  «'<Gicfccdcd  'the  ptthniffed  hc/ur,  I  vainiy 
every  road  which  (he  was  to 

fl  li(wt  <k)i|ei  Iqdcftioned  every  one  whom 

\ ,         ^  c  5  1  mex, 
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I  metf  aiid^de4  by  rOBc  oCAMf  (MiVbA 
her  under  *the  fMOC;  roof  iHMnliPPifc 
and  alone  with  a  deiefted  maL^ 
ponilhiiienu  of  helji  are  :  io  wp(f  kof^tHt 
and  I  carry  their  tjMrmcnu  in  iaf:huaf^  /{ 

Edmond,  nnhappy  £dniond4  cacciaiiap' 
edMalvina,.  the  moft  dreadftfl  oEthm 

to  be  tbiu -iiccnfediby;  thpes  Stoj^fhk' 
flop  theie  unkind  reproaches.  Goi.I 
have  never  ceafed  to  iove  you ;  but  do 
not  look  upon  mt^  it  freezes  and  op* 
pre  ITes  my  hearts  even  my  life  cduld 
not  long  fuftain  thy  anger.  Ahl  enquire 
of  them  ?  lidded  Aie,  melting  into  tearii 
and  pointing  to  Mr^.  St.  Clare  and  Uu 
Prior.  Unjuft,  though  unworthily il^ai^ 
hear  from  them^  whether  I  have  deceived 
you? 

Malvina,  irrefiftible  Malvina,  ewJaimcd 
SirEdmond,  with  quicknefs,  you  >vc 
conquered;  for  whatever  appearance* 
«»y  indicate,  I  will  not  demand  any 
>>     *  /  other 
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Kpkntiott^  ud  I  will  believe  yoa 
[  Ahooght  that  you  had  been  brought 
ithout  your  knowledges  that  your 
ipvith  Mn  Prior  was  entirely  tho 
f  chance;  but  the  value  I  affix  to 
confidence  which  you  only  could 
stained  from  me,  is^  that  you  will 
ills  moment  confent  to  be  mine^ 
>m  this  place  follow-  me  to  the 

my  God,  what  w  ir  that  you  a(k 
?  exclaimed  Malvina^  retreating 
im,  and  renewing  ,her  gi;ief.  Ah  J 
a)  you  fly  me ;  you  hefitate  ?  re- 
By  with  a  gloomy  ragf.  In- the 
f  Hea;ren,  hear  me,  Edmond  ?  faid 
ay  let  me  acquaint  you  with  the 
4I  motives  which  reftrain  me, 
»  will  then  find  that  the  menaces 
1  Sheridan  hav(^< compelled  me  10 
Dy.pcomife*.  ' 


c  6  *  I  will 
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I  vfll  not  bear  any  thing,  interrupted 
Sir  Edtnond;  I  (hall  depend  on  your 
aSedioQ :  that  I  fliall  receive  your  hand 
from  ic  alone.  If  you  love  me,  not  any 
crnilderaaonf  or  any  power  on  earth 
cjic'^c  to  hare  the  precedence  of  mc. 
A> !  ({o  not  redtt  my  entreaties,  adored 
Mi*v:ri:  fbllovin;  and  throwing  him-' 
V  t:  Srr  tVet.  I  feel  that  the  idea  of 
'   -^r  d^rrive  me  of  reafon; 

'  /  ;  ,v-.-  ci^.ro:  corrTi^nd  my  a£lions, 
.'.r.  2  ir'L  to  vhat  their  exccfs 
■•^  •  w.^jeire;  V  r.^a  vcu are  the  objcft 

.>crr,  ind  the  revard  I  vifli  to  gain. 

n  TT.fj  Ml! Vina,  I  fear  the  vio-, 
cr  :::^y  behaviour  ftocks  youj  but 
rttur^rcr,  that  love — love  for  vou  alone 
^.c;  and  it  is  from  that  which 
I  •'^  re      obtain  my  pardon.    Oh!  thou 
t'eil  Ln-ed  of  my  heart,  let   it  be  to 
love  alone,   that  I  am  to  be  indebted 
for  thy  hand.    Come  then,  my  Malvina, 
do  not  delay  any  longer;  give  mc  your 

hand, 
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liandy  and  con  rent  to  receive.  On  fac- 
ing this,  he  folded  her  in  his  arms,  and 
drew  her  without  her  having  the  power 
to  confent  or  defend  herfelf. 

f 

Mr.  Prior  conlidered  this  proceediag 
^  evinced  too  much  force,  and  happy  t6 
k  ^find  a  reafon  to  prevent  it,,  placed  him- 
|P«  lelf  before  Sir  Edmond,  to  prevent  his 
|(  'paffing.  What  authority,  faid  he,  have 
l^^ymi  to  carry  away  that  lady  ?  And  by 
p  vhat  right  dare  you  prevent  me  ?  replied 
c  Sir  Edmond,  trembling  with  rage.  That 
right  which  the  Deity  has  given  to  every 
one  to  relieve  each  other,  and  -protefi 
-  veaknefs,  returned  Mr.  Prior.  This 
^  lady  is  not  your's,  (he  refurcs  to  follow 
you  ;  did  (he  not  tell  you  as  much  ?  Is 
*  this  true  ?  exclaimed  Sir  Edmond,  Is  this 
hi  really  true  ?  Malvina,  that  you  refufe  to 
I-  follow  me ;  Do  you  not  belong  to  me  ? 
^  Are  we  not  contrafked  to  each  other  ? 
r*  Have  you  not  acknowledged  before 
«   Heaven  and  man^  that  you  are  my  wife; 

the 
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the  perpetual' companioa  of  my.  futovc 
life? 

N09  no,  r  cannot,  replied  Maivina^ 
faintly.  You  cannot,  Malvina,  you  can- 
not, and  yet,  only  yefterday,.  you  con* 
iented<  Ah  L  have  pity  o»  thyfelf,  and  d« 
not  drive  me  to  defperadon for  tbc 
profped  of  futurity  is  too  borribleb 
Stop,  interrupted  (he,  taking  Lord  Sher- 
idan's letter  from  her  bofom;  read  that 
fatal  paper,  and  then  judge  if  I  am  per- 
mitted to  be  your's.  I  wiil  not  look  at 
it,  faid  Sir  Edmond,  tearing  the  paper 
to  atoms,  and  pufliing  Malvina  fo  rudely 
from  him,  that  Mrs,  St,  Clare  hadl 
fcarcely  time  to  fave  her  from  falling, 

I  will  not  fee,  hear,  or  believe  any 
thing ;  you  arc  a  mixture  of  perfidy  and 
deceit.  I  fent  you  that  letter  yefterday, 
at  the  fame  time  with  mine,  and  it  did 
not  prevent  you  from  fending  me  your 
^romife.  But  you  have  feen  that  man 
'  '  to 


«Ml^tl|Ml  if.iiht.  rcafba  why.  you 
>  falfiU  k.  That  ir  the  whole,; 
■Id  I  feck  to.  Jcnov.  any  fartbes ? 
a  had  /(Hcht.an  ^Ccei^deocy  pycx 

.1  coii^iEMe4,.io  forget  every 
lOjt.ypD  hi^yit  new  tefuled  to  fol> 

.iW^l^,MaWiaa,  j^oa  ibaU  mtr 
■  oposfe  /of  my  revieqge,  which 

1  repent  fome  day,  when  it  is 
.tooilaic  and  when  theje  iias 
I0dihe4* 

0W5  cpmjnuicd  he,  draigging  Mr. 
.oleot\y^  by  .^tbc  anPt.  come  4ind 
the  ju^;re\viard  p.f  ihy  deceit 
From  me  a  life  which  this  per- 
oman  has  rendered  hateful.  On 
bemboth  go  out,  Malvina  Ilpv 
tm ;  but  thqugh  dei^air  had 
tr  addUioiial  firengtby  (he  had 
:ieiit  to  prevent .  two  men,  w1)o 
srii^owered  by  rage  and  jealoufy* 

Pale 
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Pale  and  terrified,  fhe  folt6w«i^  atti 
perhaps  would  have  overtaken"  theita^  K 
they  had  not  clofed  the  door  in  iIr 
rock  after  them.  She  tried  evei^  Method 
to  open  it,  but  in  irarn^  a  Secret  fpiing 
which  (he  did  not  underftand^ '  reodfercd 
alt  her 'endeavours  aborti^ve^  She  called 
after  them  as  k>ud  as  poffible^  and  thea 
for  fome  perfon  to  opeii  tbe-dbor. 

Mrs.  St.  Clare  was  the  firft  who  came 
to  her;  and  Frances,  who  had  been,  du- 
ring thefe  tranfaftiorts,  playing  in  the 
garden  wiih  little  Edward,  hearing 
Malvina's  voice,  came  running  to  her, 
and  wanted  to  go  with  '  her. 

In  the  name  of  Heaven,  faid  Malvina, 
take  away  the  child,  giving  her  into  the 
arms  of  Mrs.  St.  Clare ;  and  prevent  her 
from  following  or 'detaining  mc.  Mal- 
vina had  fcarcely  conclucled  thefe  words, 
when  they  heard  the  report  of  piftols 
.  ;  alitlic 


4t 
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«F  A  MOB£  TSKDBR  NATUBB* 


>•  St.  Glare^  alarmed  and* 
agitated  by  her  fears,  confided  Malvina^ 
to  the  care  of  Mary,  and  can  to^he  farm» 
in  order  to  fend  fome  relief  io  the  place 
where  they  heard  the  report  of  the  pis- 
tols. She  had  not  advanced  above  ii 
hundred  paces,  vrhcn  fhe  obfcrv^d,  at  a- 
little  diftance,  fome  men,  who  were  carry- 
a  perfon  between  them;  and  feeing. 
Prior  coming  towards  her,  fliudder- 
V  .  ing, 
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xclaimed^  He  is  kitfed  then? 
I9  a  clergyman  !  your  hands  arc 
lumaaUood! 

ut  very  (lightly  wounded,  re- 
Prior;  but  that  is  no  relief  to 
(halt  evir  Gonfrder  inyfelf  as  a 

Deftrudion  appears  to  fur- 
on  eirery  (ide ;  and  I  feel  as  if 
was  rifen  againft  me  to  pHbli(k 
y.  Where  -at*  *hcy  conveying 
(idj  enquired  Mrs.  St.  Clare, 
riage,  replied  Mr.  Prior,  which 
er  of  a  mile  from  hence;  be 
be  taken  there  immediately.— 
lot  learful  that  the  motion  of 
je  may  be  detrimental  ?  No^ 

Prior,  the  bait  only  grazed 
HT ;  and  the  bleeding  wa^  flop* 
lly.  Who  -are  thofe  that  arc 
low  ?  His  (ervants,  who  were 
the  farm,  oqe  of  whom  un» 
\  a  little  of  furgery,  a(ferted 
ound  would  be  cured  in  two 

days. 
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day 9.  N09  faid  Mrs.  St.  Clare,  we  mul 
not  fuffer  bim  to  go ;  I  will  go  and  order 
every  thing  for  his  reception  at  the  &nB| 
where  he  may  be  recovered  without 
being  moved.  ,  , 

It  will  be  ufelefsy  replied  Mr,  Priori 
for  we  have  already  ufed  eTery  effort  for 
that  purpofe,  which  has  been  ineffe£Mttli 
and  only  ferved  to  irritate  him ;  and  die 
manner  in  which  he  inlxfted  upon  going 
was  fo  decifive,  that  his  people  dared 
^ot  difobey.    But  where  is  he  going?— 

To  Edinburgh  So  far!    Never  fliall  I 

be  far  enough  from  Malvina,  faid  he; 
and  yet  it  is  to  Mrs.  Burton  that  he  de« 
fires  to  be  conveyed,  that  he  may  in- 
creafe  the  hatred  fbe  bears  Malvinas  and 
he  will  alfo  be  furrounded  by  her  ene- 
mies. Oh  I  what  a  fatal  prefent  did 
Heaven  beftow  on  man,  when  it  gave 
them  fuch  violent  pafiions,  (aid  Mrs.  St. 
Clare.  But  let  this  fury  purfue  his  des* 
tiny, 'while  I  endeavour  to  recover  Wi 

two 
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mocent  viSiims.  As  to  you,  Mr. 
you  muft  not  appear  before  Mai- 
ler this  affair,  ihe  will  only  behold 
th  horror. 

exclaimed  Mr.  Prior,  (huddering, 
r  it.  Malvina  hates  me !  I  have— 
II  who  haft  made  my  days  mifera* 
nd  before  whom  I  am  nothing, 
lo  not  plunge  me  into  ft  ill  greater 
than  that  of  being  hated  by 
aa! 

.  Prior,  replied  Mrs.  St.  Clare, 
y,  perhaps  you  have  dcferved  the 
f  that  friendftiip  which  feems  fo 
3  you.  Search  the  fecret  recefles 
ur  heart,  and  it  will  inform  you 
er  a  bitter  ftream  can  run  from  a 
burce;  and  if  it  had  not  been  for 
iendftiip  of  Malvina,  do  you  not 
you  would  have  avoided  this  duel  ? 
Mrs.  St.  Clare,  interrupted  Mr. 
—do  you  not  know  that  the  time  of 


thftll  ai        momentj  lay 
qiiitics  of  my  hcari ;  let  me 
liLilc  ihai  I  inay  reg 

No,  Mr,  Prior,  -replied  -Mrs,  Sl 
it  is  not  {lermiLLcd  us  to  die 
#911  he  erf  life  to  one  unfomaaCf 
into  Lou i fa,  as  the  woniaitll 
tends  her,  deceived  her,  relative 
noifc  which  (he  heard,  be  kind  < 
not  to  undeceive  her;  that  flic  may 
know  Sir  Edmond  has  been  b 
Do  not  leave  her  while  your  pic 
hortations  can  recall  her  to  lifey  ( 
her  refignation. 

She  inamediately  went  to  ^ 
whom  (he  found  juft  as  fhe  bad  ie 
pale  and  inanimate.  Frances  was  Wi 
on  her  knees  by  her  fide^ -an4<I 
Ob  I  roy  dear  manut  is  fo  coidr'j!!] 


% 


tr  nama:— )i  ihe  then  going  to 
aUb?    Aht  pray  do  not  let  her 
;^pjtlioat.  me*     Oh!  let  her  take 
eavith  her^  (he  will  be  fo  glad  to 
and  I  will  never^  never  leave  my 


Stl  Clare  could  not  -reftrain  her 
r.at  the  Gght  of  this  little  innocent, 
eziftence  had  occafiioned  Malvina 
ay  forTOWs;  but  wifliing  to  prevent 
foungand  artlefs  mind  from  dwelling 
;  on  the  melancholy  fight  of  her 
ihe  dcfired  Mary  to  take  her  in 
.§ardcn  to  play  with  Edward.  But 
s,  burfting  into  tears,  hid  herfelf 
bed  curtains,  crying  no,  no ;  I  do 
.vi(h  to  be  taken  away,  I  had  rather 
there;  and  if  I  muft  go^^we  will  all 
thcr.    I  can  remember  when  they 
i'mc'  from  my  other  mama,  find  I 
ifNSVcr  feen  her  fince.   Ob,  pray  let 
here,  I  beg  of  you^I  will  keep 
I  will  not  maKe  the 
ka& 


4§  NAfcTiirA; 

leaft  noife»  nor  cry  any 
tie  creaittre  immediately  began  »-'irif^ 
her  eyesy  fcarcely  daring  to  bnMlieS 
tfcey  ihould  fend  her  away.       '  ' 

Mrs.  Su  Clare  let  her  rem^  fai ' 
room,  and  endeavoured,  by  cvc|y 
thod,  to  recover  Malrina;  whfchj  ^^^1^^ 
fome  time,  (he  accompHih^d.  TWrHH^ 
ftant  (he  recovered  her  fenfes,  (he  ftarfdB^ 
from  her  feat; — (he  looked  wildly  rouo^ 
the  room;  exclaiming,  where  is  he?— 
where  is  he? — Do  not  alarm  yourfclfi 
my  [dear  Malvina,  he  is  not  in  the  leaft 
danger,  you  may  believe  me,  for  I  would 
not  deceive  you.    Why  then  does  he  not 
appear?  replied  fhe,  with  quicknefs.  Ht 
is  not  here,  he   choofes  to  return  to 
Edinburgh.  .  Ah!  that  is  certainly  ta 
avoid  me !    My  dear  Malvina,  he  doci 
avoid  you,  becaufe  he  fuppofes  you 
guilty  J  but  you  can  eafily  undeceive  bim. 
Let  his  paffion  have  time  to  cool ;  tad 
endeavour  to  compofc  yourfelf.  Mef^ 

Mc 
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it-^What!  fliall  I  fiay  to  repofc  my- 
'i  when  he  thinks  me  guilty  ?  N09 
dam,  I  wifli  to  depart  inftantly— I  wilt 
low  him.  H 

hity  my  dear,  faid  Mrs.  St.  Clare,  it 
ROW  two  hours  fince  he  fet  out  for 
iaburgh;  and  he  is  gone  to  Mrs. 
rton's.  Why  do  you  think  fo  ?  alked 
Ivina-Jie  does  not  live  with  her.  Be* 

fc  he  defired  to  be  conveyed  To 

conveyed;  Ah  I  he  is  then  wounded  ; 
|f  Qightly*  Edmond  is  wounded-— 
it  is  at  Mrs.  Burton*s  he  is  going  to 
He  will  not  die,  my  dear  Malvina; 
s  only  a  flight  flefh  wound.  No 
tcr,  I  wifh  10  go,  whatever  may  be 
Stuation,  or  wherever  he  is,  notiiing 
1  prevent  my  feeing  him. 

^cll,  my  dear,  you  (hall  go,  replied 
•  St.  Clare,  who  perceived  it  was  in 
I  to  pfrfuade  her  from  her  detcrmi- 
OL.iir,  D  nation  i 


natiobi  but^^Avtuio^it 
ID}  and  thefe  mauntijiHiu%«i4^ilt 

dangerous,  and  quite  itnpa^ibte  in' 
dark;  thereforei  if  the  carriage  ihoi 
meet  wih  my  accident,  that  will 
your  jmmll^ 

4baf  fcbrfea  (bill  hb  ikiAfm^  tzt]y 
pleafe  in  the  morning,  lo  take  y^ 
Kinrofs;  \vhen  there>  yon  will  be  fuppli 

nate  who  is  here  did  not  claim  all  ligh 
tention;  but  I  will  take  care  of  p 
little  girl,' which  'would  be  f^ibeij 
venient  on  yoikr  'jcjlilii^^ 

On  hearing  this,  Trances  came  fii 
behind  the  curtain,  where  fhe  had  a 
cealed  herfeifijtnd  kiiBog  the 
Malvina;  mama,  fatd  Ihe,  pray 
go  without  me,  the^  ^i^ittlied  ine^ 
you  juft  now,^  when  you  was  aJi 
dead  as  my  other  joaiiu^'  npii  ooVj 
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fep  ^fast  prevented  your  dying,  be. 
Wfq  I  A?y.f  d.  .  Oh !  mam^y  pray  always 
ecp  Hie.  with  you. 

;  M^l vjpa, .  afFeded  by  her  voice  and 
aqncr,  ilpoked  at  the  child;  and  mark* 
ig  the  fame  fweet  expreflion  in  her  eyes, 
hich  had  once  animated  thofe  of  her 
jMl^erj  bcr>t«^F8  fell  in  profuGon  at  the 
reienbrain^  gf  th^^rlricndfliip.  i 

t  Clara!  cxcIaitnedMalvina,  dearCIara?^ 
^hs  what  moment  can  ever  be  more  fatal 
Min  that.whicb  feparajted  us  ?  Alas !  when 
isilpfti^bee,  I  fancied  I  {hoUld never  have 
^yT)  tilling  more,  to  weep  for  than  thy 
^Kii;  little  ,did  I  imagine  that  this  mis- 
Pttfue  alonq  would  be  the  fource  of  all 
^.vdiil|re|(e^.  t  Ah  !Mmy>bqlovcd  friend, 
llBkvqp^  whicbi  hjicl  Jofmod  us  to  live 
ItKUhfr?  pofured  its  wrath  Opon  me  when 
j^^rad.to  be  happy  without  thee.  But 
it  prohibits,  inci  from  a  happinefs 
r^cb  you  cannot  ;iow  partake  with  mc^ 
^'  i>i?  '  affift, 


50  ukLV^wi^ 
nalion;  but  tht?'<evening^ 
and  tbefe  mcmDiakf  ^ 

meet  wiih  any  #  ^  "C' 
y  ou  r  j  o  urn  ey#^  ^ 

-my  horfcs  1>|,  |  "2 
pleafe  fejll  ^  ^ 

I  WO'        r  •  .         5  v.. 

of  interrupting  hei 

unacquainted- lliat  eac 
calm  rtoifaen/ii  and '  iktt  ih 
tMf  preceded  by'  IteariT/ 
deceiv^;  for  thofe  vrbidi 
(bed  fo  profufely,  i^lteve^d 
again  flie  became  tbe  tcnde 
Malvinaj'^and  i&lding  her 
Mr^.  St.  Clare,  I  fear,  thk 
hurt  you  much  ?  Ntf^  repTu 
it  is  I  who  ought  to  be  fd 
and  I  have  to-day  been  cot 
are  fome  particular  incidei 
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'    "'  Vi''  ' 

ff^lJAY  Imd  but  juft  cpartuiILy 

ightenod '  ibe  :  fdbrouadiiig  fcencrjrii 

m  iMalwDa  :Coqidredt  if.:ber  friend's: 

rkige^Wis'  itady  to  , take  ber:  to  -Kin-r. 

k  Affs.  St.rClaf!eJf^roiA»red  that  in" 

9  ihei  ibould;  pfoh4i\g  'her  :  fiay  in 

lAburgbsi.  ihe.  wonj|d(,aQii»c.lier  '  with 

aa  foon  as  hsr,  fifter't  bepUh 

lid  permit  ber  to  lea^e  ben  :.At  this 

thei^  Malvina  looked  at  her  fteadily, 

7 '  p  4  and 
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and  preffing  her  hand ;  del  tttt  ima|^be^ 
faidOie,  that  I  fli&U  fbrgit  yon  fet^a 
fitter ;  or  the  right  flic  has  oVer  the  ihb 
I  am  now  gcMng  to  ^  iNllj  ^ 
him  that  I  maf  vindicale  *iiijr  condaS-: 
but  the  inftant  he  hat  acknAwtedgbd  nty 
innocence,  I  fhall  leave  hidn  btr  ettr.  ' 

.  '  /:  l  ::  J  . 

You  think  fo  jut  now»  relied  Mnt 
St.  Clare;  but  vhen- you  behold  faifli 
intreating  at  your  feet,  all  thdTe  refoln- 
tions  will  vanifli.  As  to  anyii^ing  on 
my  account,  my  dear  Matvtna,  if  I  wifhed 
fo  earneftly,  that  you  might  be  £ortnnate 
enough  to  renouocd  him,  it  wu  entirelf 
^n  account  of  yov?  pekce  and  htcppincbf 
that  alone  was  the  fok  uotM;  iot  fcf 
any  thing  which  can  regard  flMy  '€fteh^ 
My  unhappy  Lolitfais  dea^  to  the'worfdf 
the  fecrct  of  her  bbin^  yet  kh  erifeiM? 
is  only  kiNown  <to-£dnfoRd'  aad  nyM^ 
Bvcntb^rewilo  attend  her»  sire  «oiad^ 

rwlthwh^>iheis. 
WI17 


ifhc  iirts^infbf Bficd  flie  was  living, 
would  ufurp  all  his  authority  over 
I  and  this  woiild  be  to  immure  her  in  an 
jminious  wretchednefs,  and  her  only 
folation,  heV^'  child,  her  Edmond, 
i!d  be  taken  Xffom  her.  And  why 
Id  hot  your  fsither vindicate  his  un- 
anate  daughter  ? 

ly  father  is  very  good,  but  fevere  and 
xible  where  his  honor  is  concerned, 
uiew  that  Louifa  was  guilty,  he  bles- 
be  hour  of  her  death  :  but  if  be  had 
ma  that  (he  had  deceived  him,  he 
Id  not  have  faved^  her  from  the  ven- 
cr  oF  her  hufband.   And  can  your 


)    Po  you  imagine, J  faid  Mr^.  Sc.  CUff^ 
li  lliat  my  nrier  would  condefc^nd  to  aco 
4«ept  9£  aQX  i]4ng  fVopi^lvff ,  jS^duocr  ?  No, 
SriiQifit^  I  4k^,Prto  incxprcj. 
i^iMfelicity  Q^^i^^nliDg  for  all.^ 
wants.    I  obfervc  your  aftonifhment;  as 
^y  fituation  with  if^y^  father  feems  to 

jhave  you  quite  for^ti}ipfe  works.ifll^ 
you  reproached  me  for? — This  is  my 
cxcufc.  ,  ;  -  ! 

On  hearing  this^  Malvina  melted^;ii^o 
,  tears,  and  preiTed  Mrs.  St.  Clare  ifi  ber 
arms;  vho  thus  continued^  juftice 
forces  me  to  fay,,  that  Edmond  hnoi 
what  he  was  formerly ;  his  pride  appca^^ 
to  be  lefTened^^^nd  he  docs,  not  blulb  to 
fubmit  to  a  woman;  he  .lovea  at  laft! 
Though  I  may  deteft  ,the  frenzy 
his  paflion^  I  believe  it  is  fincere.  Mal- 
vina) 


iMMf         ^  ^  ^  ^^^i 

lllgpiBikJkiar^.A^^^  ren- 
l^aaMjkiihappy  h.  fqpJied  Ihet  provided 
HMoadaiitiv  to  love.Imel  Poqk  crea^ 
iMI.niiluo^  Clare,  Ming 

pkniwili-Alm;  .1^^    tebdev  (bliiUiidie. 

amfiinbottiuled.  paffibhiittiift^that 
pfiUdi  cooM  didaie  fach  a^nplyA . : 

|)kl  jlilji"        r^iif     i  •    )ri  :j  )'    n-  r 

|b)»  ^%.:cliil4»'  Mrs^iSt,  C\mt  this 
fiU j>f.vSir  ifdaiond's,^  is  m  «i;iia^c6 

llMWfalfo/  :  He  UtOw^mMft  ftibmit  to 
Ikfiupii'ileftkiy'  .as  hi»  cither  when  my 
duqppy  fitter  gave  him  birth,  her  hus- 
1^  WIS  ignorant  th^f jh^  was  not  (^e 
;f£  .;himf  and  j  bfjth, jwo^ld  have 
,4ie  y^ajmsr  of^ff  ^j^^,  if  ijy.  a  ,p 

i«?i^«Sf..^99^1ftPl*t  £fflf?nt  tff  re- 
J,)})^  not  |>eeQ  fpr^ijnatCi  enough 
tm^itf  ;^ut4?wilh  tq  le^ve  £;dr 
jpc^,qf rfxpiating  his. fault, 
itj^yourf^tj.       ,  . 

till 


Al  ihU  iragkal  recital^  my  perhtpt 
awaken  his  reitiorfc ;  caafe  him  to  blufti 
at  bis  condufit  give  him  a  dcicAmumi  of 
mki^  mA  r»4w*I»oi»  if  pefifat^r^wovthf 

ilfciiiiifa^ii  tnderMfi  f«  yo^  has  in  i 
^pcat  tnearure  eradtcaietl  the  hatitil 
^kich  I  felt  lowardi  hun«  Malvkli 
deeply  p^ntttrnted  by  tttia  fcltidmfiit  ontt 

th^ti  tearirrg  hcrfclf  from  h^r,  kifledf 
and  bidding  h«r  adievi>  ftepped  iillailM 
carriage^  and  defMurted  fox  K^roft*^*  - 

Oh  arriring  there,  (he  took  a  pdl- 
chaife,  and  the  rie^t  evening  arrived 
F|[}kirk,'^t  the  fjrthe  innn^hereihe  ptcccd- 
ihg  month  ibe  had:  'bee&  met  by  Sir  fit* 
mond.  On  entering  it,  ibe  creiiiUrf 
fomuch,  that  fhe  could  fcarcely  get  uf^' 
ftairs,  which  being  bbfervett  by  tbe  jfirl^ 
of  the  Inn,  fhe  offeri:d;lkr  M  tb  M 
her.  The  lady  feems  but  poorly,  fa^d 
ifie,  what  a  pity  that 'the  handfomeft  and. 

ricbeft 


ifitfitefrperfens  ftfoutd  alwarys  be  either 
-  kriaiicboly  or  ill ! 

HkTC  ybuf  imiiy  Ihe^e  then  P  fatd  MaN 
▼itrii^  carelefsly.  •  Fardon  me,- madam,  1 
Chmoc  (ay  exa6Uy^  for  as  I  have  only 
been  here  fifteen  days,  yon  mayfappofe 
1  haw  not  bad  tiine  to  fee  many;  but  I 
iMMTllikiUng  of  a  young  gentleman  who 
imt  here  yeft'tfrday,  juft  as  handfome 
tfT'^urfetf'i 'mtfdmav  but  fo  tnelancbolyf 
aind  fb  diitt9  that  he  fighed  enough  to 
bMlt  MiA  heart.  Was  ht  wounded? 
intemipted  '  Malvina,  with  quicknefs;- 
Oh  f  ny  God,  yes;  but  dear  me^madanv 
bow  could  you  know  it  f 

'Noifltetiers  only  inform  me  how  he  is  f 
Wfty,  tMdaniy  the  Turgeon  who  has  beeih 
to  4tt  him^  fays,  that  he  will  not  die* 
Wkatt-  thtc^he  wiU  not  die r  replied 
Mdfina^  aAarmed;  •  Yes^  nadaih^  fo  he- 
thniki  if  the  ferer  does  not  mcreale^ 
far  tbea«^^--«-\^1iat  dien?  laid  MalviMi 

" tremblings 


mm  mm,  it  i)«ia^^$i^^ 

y^t  be  faid  wilh  all  hu  (kill^  be  could 
*  not  tell  how  to  fave  him  if  the  delirium 
^iiunued,  Whatl  it  he  delirious?  Yes, 
plwlaQ(iy4Ui4lMI%^  fucb  ftran^e  ihiog^ 

8)eaii.-^i|erl4M  f^  loud  tQir^mfeU^lflil 

recms  fa  angry  with  fonie  wonianj  wtiO| 
he  fayii^wlQied  to  kill  himi  he  calls  her 

l|e  %a  he  loves  her,  begs  fa«yt^.i|lgi 
to  him,  and  fays,  he  fhould  be  contented 
if  he  only  faw  her  once  more.   >    ...  ; 

I  will  go  direflly,  faid  Malvina  t  Ah  I 
good  grax;ious,  at  .tfji?;  bow-;?.,?;?pl|ed 
P^ggyi  aftonifhed;  I  tl^ugbt.tba^t  jii?u 
\fQuld  haye  flept  ihere,  joadapi?  :  l^O)! 
wifli  to  go  diredly  to  Edinburgh. ' 
madam,  you  will  i^rrive  tber^.^  thejaf^^ 
die  of  the  night,  and  all  the  ^mis^  wili,'M 
l^ttt,   No  iQ^tterr  li  IJl^^ii.  be  .  nearer 

biai< 
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F'^hinh  >  You  know  the  young  gentleman 
dieof  tmimn  ?  *  That  is  of  no  confe- 
qUencfe  t^  ybu  Peggy t  your  bufinefs  is 
J  40  order  toe  a  •  chaltfe  ioimediately •  But 
^Hivdimy  bad/  <  you  not.  better  reft  one 
.mofDcntf  here  is  a  room  quite  ready, 
4vhieb  ihtt  gentleman  laft  night  occupied? 
:ijet  me-  fee  it,  faid  Malvioa  >  in  hopes  of 
^fiBdingiXome  traces  .bf;  SdAiond:  ihe 
i^rcdved  that  it.^wafe  the  very;  fame  room 
where  a.  pno^th  before  thejr  . had  pafled 
fome  of  the  happieft  moments  of  their 
^ves. 

.  The  impreflion '  this  recolle^ion  00- 
eafioped,  very  nearly: overpowered  her; 
and  leaning  her  hand  againft  the  fofa, 
flie  defired  Peggy  to  fetch:  her  a'glafa 
oi,y»M^T}  and  pqtt|ng>  £^w  drops  into 
itf ,  iiQ:  rec;overed J,  aii^  ^bfqltitely  detor^ 
puqed  -^o  hc^  in  £c)iob^r^h  (hat-iiigbt| 
Ib4  lent  Peggy  to  .order  the.  cbajC?  Iqi* 
»c4iat?^y^i  Sh?  carefully  fc^rched  ewiy 
Ifar^  (tf  the.  room)  in  lu^pff  pf  .fiftflifig 


$4  MAiVIl41%. 

fome  ^^Gt  which  might  have  been  hh 
*4fi{r<£d0lond|  flit  i«beii«ttlHimd  lie 

tlbiding  any,  fhe  was  convinced  that  lie 
f^fM  too  ill  to  write.    Her  anxiety  in- 

tiwi^illin  iTirniifrfl  iit  MiA^'^tiie  inoA 
akrniJng  fears;  thoii^  her  leafoii  coft* 
deinned  this,  her  heart  conftrotd  ifaeA 

Affe£lion  is  acknowledged  to  be  IkUc 
to  fuperftitious  fears,  and  thofe  who  have 
experienced  real  misfdrtuilesi  are  apt  to 
imagine  all  they  fear  may  be  realifed* 
The  terrors  of  Malvina  fecmed  to  il^ 
creafe  with  the  ftiades  erf*  night ;  the  mof^ 
ttmritig  of  the  wiiidi'  lhc  fiirieka^0f  tb^ 
«fwl,  the  dull  reTe^beratreh  of  il^  lell» 
the  very  eth^  and  the  diftant  'fbmi  ^f 
voices,  all  2q)peared  taher  difeiifed  mioSf 
omens  of  deaths   Incapable  of  fiipport* 
iog  tbefe  horfOk*3  any  ldnge¥j  Are  MiM 
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#ut  of  the  room,  and  ran  down  ftairs  to 
fee  if  the  chaife  was  ready.  But  all  her 
endeavours  were  ineffectual ;  the  mafter 
of  the  inn  was  drinking,  his  wife  fcolding^ 
and  the  fervants  running  backward  and 
forward^  quarrelling  with>  each  other. 
IVIalvina  faw  the  impoflibitity  of  making 
berfelf  heard  amidfl  fuch  a  noify  fcene; 
ifae  was  therefore  obliged  ta  defer  her 
journey  *till  the  next  day,  and  confe- 
quently  (he  would  not  reach  Edinburgh 
before  ele  vea  the  next  morning. 


CHAP 
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CHAP.  VI. 


MaLVINA  defired  to  be 
fet  down  at  Mrs.  Moody's,  ivhofe  hoafe 
was  not  very  diftant  from  Mrs.  Burton's. 
This  good  woman,  who  had  never  for* 
got  the  effential  fervice  which  (he  had 
received  from  Malvina,  was  both  fur* 
prifed  and  rejoiced  to  fee  her  bene* 
fa£lrefs.  Malvina  checked  her  protefta- 
her  finger  on  her  lips  as  a 

token 


1,  ceVtainly,  madam^  ^  faJd  Mrs, 
y,  ydu  (hall  be  obeyed.  .  Btit  ma^y 
:  m  ittaft^  knowi  the)  .oidrQi.whictl 

kui'^Ttp\iivi^4ktf  ^^^^^^  •t 

ie«ft»  irft  I*  your'  Sift  «de^ 

itt  dowbt^you  luive  heard  of^mf 
ig  my  coufin?  Yea/  madam,  I 
%VcbfiPtteJt^«[iri«l4  fiinitiilaHy 


IPtfpt  atyour  depart  tire.  fiutfUii 


guireJt|  .Moo(|]^l  SocJl  Ufi  bilt  Jloof  tnii 
that  he  is  'tery  dear  ik>  me/  B01I1  «i  aili 
QUii  d  i/pofft t|  W£  !w  ere  on*  iiihe  pcnntt  J 

il.  Since  ho  Ha^  hem  wdunde4^W£ll|  ED» 

V  ;I  wife  i    HwtWvSrJl,.  Mq©4k^ If  l» 
at  preffifit  witl^,  Mi^s.  Kunoii?  HeiW 
rived  there  ye^erday  marningi  itiadllD; 
and  I  b^axd  1)^1  Mrs.,  Siirtaii  l^li^^ 
mu^h  furpyifed  to  fet  bim/fceittrnift 
a  (huaUfl^^  ar^  j|iai  aficx  iabufingi 

very 


rery  mucb^  fiie  was  taken' vefy  ill;  and 
die  j^fayficiah,  whidi'was  fent  for  to  her 
nefkhew,  attended  her  forest  part  of  the 
oiotAing.  \'  :  .  ■ 

:i  But  did^3fbs  hear  what  was  faid  of  Sir 
Ednond*s  fituation  ?^Do  they  (ay  his 
vAind  will  prove  dangerous  ?  N09  ma<» 
d^mi'it  would  not  have  been  the  leaft 
fo,  if  his.- fever  had! not  been  occafioned 
by  the  violent  perturbation  of  his  mind. 
MSI  gracious  Heaven,  it  is  then  I  who 
Mi/  feiidisg  him  to  his  grave.  My  deaf 
Moody,  end^vottr:  to  be  informed  how 
he;  is  ht  iprefeht,  as  I  wi(h  to  know  what 
he  Feels;  and  particularly  if  he  enquires 
for  me.  As  I  would  dare  any  thing,  I 
vill  g<>  %o  Mrs.  Burton,  and  intreat  hes 
to  lec  me  fee  hias,  for  the  laft  time. 

-  I 'Oh !  my  dear  madam,  replied  Mrs; 
Moody,  do  not  thus  alarm  yourfelf, '  I 
win  go  inhnediatcly  to  your  coufin's,  and 

li;  '  enquire 


jpyHBI  ifcv<Btoi|Wlii«ittiit  irtncli  you 

fAxi'AM^ml^^kA\%iiiA:nn  ihat  faat 
bectt  faid  and  done  in  the  houfe  fince 
yefefenky.    Ahl  faid  Maivinat  only  let 

^ii|OK  Mfis.  Moody  replied  that 
migfit^  depnuL  on  htr  ^eal  and  deltcs^ 

be  imagined) "dcnring  tbtt  afeftm^  bf  Mrs^ 
Mox>dy  ;iiaiid  the^paimof  fulpewQ,'  tvhich 
ocbErfix>iied  her  ta  fancy  fhe-ftaid  Icmgex' 
than  th^  time  propofed,  idQre^fi[jd;fcer 
fe^rs.:  She  ^was  coWtimiallly  .talking 
and  .frftui!  ttie.i.w;»dQW,  courtting  t^  liii- 
nutes,  fencjj^wg  time  bad  inade  a  ptlife 
in  his  flight.    At  laft,  Mrs.  Moody  r^- 
tinnnfcd;  antj^^eni  iicry  teifereiy  up  ftiir5) 
'white  Malvina  had;»coine  t0  weet  fef.*?- 
Well,  MrsvMoody>  how  iif  bcf  faid  ft«< 


A  qmckneff • ,  I '  am  going  to  tell  yoUf 
idanl ;  but  I  muft  go  in  with  you^-^e 

Ohl  Mrs.  Moddy^  only  fpeak,  6m 
mi$  fufficicht-^oniy  fay  how  be  is  ? 
bod  God^  madanii  imrhyi  you  areall  of 
iredbfev  you  will  make  yotnrfelf  ill.— • 
bf  M^6ody;  ^xdaitried  Malvin^y  ikiipa- 
mtly^  nevermind  me,  only  tell  me,  I 
g  of  you,  how  Sir  Edmond  is  now? 
hy^  madamV'yo^  ^uft  know  that  I  am 
I  that  the  phyiliciari^  this  moniiig, 
r  fueling  hi ^  pdlfe^  ^^^amin^d  hh  eyet^ 
\tA  at  his  wplilnds,  ihook  his  head,' 
did  n6t  fpeak. '  ^aid  nothing,  atid 
k  his  head,  Mxtody ; '  did  not  -  any 
afk  him  a  qtiiAion?'  As  to  that, 
I  cannot  fay^  Ann  did  not  fol- 
e  doftor  but  i>f|ihe  iroom.  < 

vfaat  have  you  htirii  then?  ^  am 
>  tell  you}  at  firft,  madam,  Ann 
left  Sir  Edmond's  chamber ;  for 


been  ^^^fCJitleman ;  and  there  is  only  | 

yeftr  /'^^^^^^      better,  and  that  ii  ' 

Hi*  Sore  jr.    Poor  Ann  would  be 

g  if  y*^^  'fas,  ^t^l 

(aid  MiiKina,  you  would  npl 

^  FiiurdoD  me,  madam;  thi$  morning  hif 
^evejr  increafed  fo  much  that  he  vas  de< 
liriou&si  at  lead  Ann  fuppofed  fo^  as  fhe 
could  not  bejieve  that  you  had  wilhed 
Mr.  Prior  to  kill  Sir  Edmond,  which  be 
accufed  you  of;  and  then  again,  he  calls 
you  Mai  Vina,  his  dear  .Mai  vina  t  He 
then  intreats  that  you  will  not  refufebil 
prayers,  aqd  fays,  that  ih^  alur  is  xtziyi 
and  then  he  immediately  begins  to  tear 
the  bandages  from  his  wound,  fayiog^  bii 
death  alone  would  pleafe  you.  Ho^* 
ever,  yefterday  evening  he.  had  a  cab» 

interval^ 
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lervali  when  Mrs.  Burton  took  the  op- 
portunity of  feeing  him,  and  Ann  over- 
heard all  their  converfation ;  for  Ihe  con- 
cealed herfelf  behind  the  folding  fcreen. 
Mrs»  Burton  feated  herfelf  by  his  bed« 
fide,  and  after  flightly  enquiring  the 
ftaic  of  his  health,  (he  faid  to  him^  I 
hope  we  (hall  at  laft  agree  on  one  point* 
now  you  are  convinced  of  the  fpirit  of 
intrigue  and  coquetry  which  Madame  de 
Sorcy  has  evinced ;  that  you  will  entirely 
obliterate  her  from  your  remembrance, 
and  only  recoiled  thofe  engagements 
wbkh  I  have  made  for  you  with  Lord 
Siaflbrd,  as  this  is  the  only  condition 
upon  which  I  will  forgive  you. 

Then,  madam,  I  fliall  forfeit  your 
paidon,  laid  Sir  Edmond,  with  a  voice 
of  anger;  for  I  will  never  give  my  hand 
to  any  other  woman.  What!  replied  Mrs. 
Bdrtbn,  with  an  impatience  which  fhe 
coald  not  conceal;  what!  do  you  re- 
nginioe  every  woman,  becaufe  you  have 

VOL,  III.  £ 


*  HAtiYttlA4*< 

bcerv  4t?^iw4  *l*y5i*te  artifices  of  — 
M^4ap:i^iiincrruptcd  Sir  Edmond,  I 
but.,tpo,  fqn^iblc  Madame  de  Sorcy^ 
deceuj^^  ipe,  for  tb^t,  realiah  4L  oug] 

^.fP^iWMa^  that  in  .the  firft 
of  my  an^er  f  de fired  to  be  brought  kcrr, 
hopji^^ll^af;  (uct^  an  Acp  would  render  her  ^ 
a^if^ra^l^^fiiml^^    ^  H  i  had  thougbi^ 

aft^j  a  paufe  of  a  few  moments,  however 
1  may  deleft  her  crimes^  I  will  oevif  ^ 
permit  any,  lips  but  mio«  to  reprdael'f 
her,  even  with  a  (ha^ow  of  blame.  I  only 
have  that  right-^^fhe.  has.  injikrcd'ouly' 
me  !  every  one  elfe  ought  to  revere  her; 
and  while  the  breath  of  Itfeiaahnates  dje, 
no  onef  fliall  darp  to  fr^at  hcb  witi  fcfii 
refpeft  than  flie  merits*    1  i     .  r  r 

Oh!  dear  £dmqQ49  ei^clKldicd  M^l"' 
vina,  melting,  in^o  tpars,.  wlieo)  you  ft^P* 
pofe  me  guilty  of  the  blacked  dcccitj 

.can 


Kfti'tVi-tr*.'  f'^ 

a  Hvoutd-reslABy  expofe  your 

llt>Ved«tef>k»1fl^  ytMir'^th/  How- 

s?ffiniM'liea?«,>  fi»aTdik^  thi>af'fiili>fli  'w!io 
tf«y^"«brfbl  Vh/'Wrftfe^?  "Bdt'iJifbceed; 

She  appeared  very  much  enraged,  ma- 

Aiti,  mi  'ift'd<!^vfcar«[«ti  '=rbiJrifbfe';}t ; 

Irti^'tdid-ht^'n^^w  tint  ffie  1i\)ped"'fiis 
M«rfidWdf^e«U5«r'hTil  health  J  and' 
tft  tttiuimif  f3K  tMttom^ettt/'td  come' 
yif^  c«tfdbhbtf  vaiHHTrfi  V«?fat^vT  to'  the ' 
WWtofift?.  *'SAe'%Wi"'tbWf  leavti' 
Mrn^mPvakf'mytf  acfited-hiiri  to' 
BHfcalF^O'ftieirif  icMctfiitf^htiafifefe 
M^foA  nHitMj'^ntfT^tafd  "his-  i-ccovery; 

*t8njrife^ft«R','  fe¥K)<i?c^?'hbf 'tin 
and  pcrtcivcd  Mrs:  Fch\vit;k*'rtrtt^ 
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niug  to  rocc^  tcf,  ,j)|fcp,  m?L4aff;,  faiij 

roolt^Atevcrv  TUtff^i  ^M^l  bid.  >4ri. 
Feiiifick,  will  be  not  rdioquiffi,  and 
'M!fQki  her?  Feihai^  not,  replied  Mrs. 
%iiton^  but  I  am  perta^  of  fepamtitig 
^faeaif^^ .  dirii     wiUlm.  of  no  confer 

iiack  lo.|#ir:  Ml|}r  .Spiixiierlult,  jf  Ma- 
dame  dbf^rcy  coalpiiej^  ((t>;^(5^j^ 
dear  to  him  ?    They  were  foon  out  of 
hearipg-r-Ana  therefore  could  not  hear  | 
the  cpaffluCo/a^  !ifm^^^%^ 
4wM  niAimp  itiftiiliii^  maitm^^. 

l^Ji&U^  Fenwick  was  To  inveterate  ag^inft 
you.    Ah!  dear  Mrs.  Moody,  replied 

"  AnO|  every  one  here  is  for  ever  en- 
deavouring ^  tp  deceive  eacfi  ott^er  ;^  iod 
tho£e  who  poiTefs  moil  art^ ,  thofe  wl>^ 
gain  moft  belieF. 

Mrs. 
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Mrs.  Fehwick  once  hopeii  that  Sir 
iBuAnd  voirid  have  ititrricd  htr;  and, 
^erhal^Sy  he  mfght^  if  he  had  not  liked 
ifadaine  de  Sorcy  better;  and  every  body 
nuft'  be  of  his  opinion.  But  {he  'is  fo 
triraged  havti^*  loft  h'ttff^Mi  h 
irom  Uhftt  -  carafe '  fhe  aggravates  Mr^. 
Vurtoii  againft 'theiht  and  is  perpetually 
alking  of  Lady  Mary  Summtrhilly  whom 
he  <detefts  in  her  heart. 

'Tii^li  quici'  fa^ifaa«i[«y,       Mood/  s 
do  *n0t  d^r*  to  *  iieafpany '«ore  lof  her  % 
ri  4mii'-w)«t'ydti  have  fkid  of  Mrs« 
ttwiekt  I  nbw  baVe  not^  doubt  but  I 
'e'bben  tUe  oii^ed     her  revenge  eyer 

oi  o!  ono?  jffH  J.7  tiyu  , 
Vtl,  madam,  I  have  infoMMilyou'^r 
have  heard;  and  I  can.  aflure  you^ 
hai^fj^dken  the  truth;  for  flvli-iold 
\e  beard  miny  thikiga^froitt  Jennf^ 
Mb  Mrs;  Fetiiritfk  cbtfnnunicaiei  all 
«3  her,, 


^8  MALV^iKA, 

her  thought I'hcrc  i^^  not  any  ih\i\^^ 

Icaycj^jf^Irs,  Mopdy,  I  wifh  to  be  alonef; 
1  D)^U  not  go  out,  diud  hope  you  will  not 
inentioii  \o  ^jjy  ^  perlbn;  let 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  pafled 

ni^fe  (ihciMar  difturWi  :bf^7  difegrte^iWe 
drcam^j  if  .fljcftp  do^iiioi  fafpeiJtl  pj*- 
forje,  ]lh^rCiar^:diftifc&i-Mthicb  ^Uiicffiirt^^ 
ever  relieve-  Th^:gmiii9igpBri^iy9»' 
felves,  which  wear  and  corrode  to  life's 

f.f<>jV\^(^n  .yie  are  jcowrp^^by  tfce  iwWc 
,13rf.i^eej?:5rv  .l>i^  jidftaf  -ari?  liglWfaf^tii  ffW^i 
'  whfW«  ihftrf^yjl  ^tOWPA ;       fthe  beMtj 
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t  it  beats,  will  ever  feel  them.— It 
3nly  ceafc  to  fufFer,  when  we  ceafc 


I  r 

•  • '  ■  ■  ■ : 


CHAP« 


than  relief ed  by  a  tirefome  night,  had 
but  juft  arofe,  when  Mrs.  Moody  entered 
wiih  her  l^reakfaft,    Wcllj  madam^^i^ 
flic,  wilh  an  air  of  fatisfadioDy  f 
very  certain  that  what  I  told  you  wai  all 
true.    Is  he  then  'fuppofcd  to  be  out  of 
danger  ?  exclaimed  Malvina — and  vill 
Edmond,  my  dear  Edmond,  live?  As 
to  that,  madam,  I  have  nothing  very 
•jiFeaihfg  in  that  re%cft  to  tell  you,  ai 

appear* 


&^^p^kn  th^  fever  has  taken  fiuher  ate 
alasrming'ttttitj'thfe  dd&or  thinks  it  vill 

'BfiriMk{gtett  uheafineis^  as  (he  is  fearfdl 
Hhiitlc'iDdh^  ebhtag^6tis. 

A  ipalignaDt  fever  I  repeated  Malvina, 
"irHh'  >  Ifertw L^Md  who  is  with  him  ?— 
^  ^Kai'ilie  UM^^him?  He  has  a 
'Ifi^  fjbcli  ntftft^y  inadam,  I  know  her 
reipt^'welh'  Tod  know  her?  Moody^  re- 
j^lief  Malvina^  confidering  for  a  moinent. 
Ctm\d  I  fee  and  fpeak  with  heri  do  you 
i^iSt^  Why^'I^dd  'riot  know,,  madam ; 
'f'feir'  yVo'  codt^'tfoti  ak  Sir  Ediiiond  coh* 
iMifts'^lb  irii*  I  ihbdia  (bpoolfe  (he  caii. 

">M«ody<'  faid  Milirina,  if  tliey  IhbUld 

^Hh^oliavfr  iti6tlier,  I  ^ill  procure  one. 

iTdo;'  '1halfeijij<  nfpKed  Moody;-  wfth  fdr^ 

tiHI'e:''irfe«i  only  let  me  know  ifMrt. 

MftoH  gdes  often  into  the  room  to  fee 

lelhic)^liewi>  She!  madam,- Oh!  deur  no; 
>ai.:3.r-  ,^  ^^^^ 


8o  MALVlNii« 

r  i  » 

/J^jely,  an4  tell  t^f  .wfij  I^M 

exempt  Ver  from  fo  ^waP*""^*'** 
^cc.    Yes,  madam,  I  will;  but  then  I 
^  oot  .koiow  thi^  per  foil.  QJi^.wer 
^ub;^  yourfelf  coQcerfain^,  t^il^i'fi>^ 
^jli  be  ready  whenever,  rfhp  jt.  ^wanUMt' 
^Jan,-  Moody,  for  your  own  ifi|ereft»{tf 
"iU'  W  Tcpofe*  be  punQual  inexflW: 
l«gi<dkedipns.    Mrs.  Moody  readily 

promifed. 


W5 


^^•^^^        ^ho 'coniidered  Wars  lii 
^       ji  gri^f,  and  vriib  had  ittrtt 
^  .uder  Ae  form  6f  -dcfpairrliad 

.4ea' dmt 'Maivifla  was  at^^'bat'fh* 
algitttted  aftd  diftrefl^d.  She  tfieVe* 
ore  bcfait  ifvfth  tb^firft  tdid  Whiir^i-liad 
Iwelt  on  her  mind  in  the  morning;  and 
Mlthg  fatdy  iUiother  thnc^  madam,  you 
ritl  bfeflicve  taie;  for  this  moriiing  as  I 
j^^Mfed'tither  fcfuptilous  of  Tifclitvinrg 
Adt  Ann  Taid)  concerning  MrsV  Feif- 
Mtik  to  cdnvihc^  inej.  fhe  took  ^e  *htt^ 
pMUy'ft' redin,  'which  joined  her  mis- 
WW^f  and  frdm  thTe  clofet  we  ^dbatd 
air^ffcat  tlicy  faid.  ; 

ite  J^lrick  %as  Rfll  in  bed ;  '  'Mih. 
|ttfrctf«f«'J6nli7  Sir  Edmontf^S^asl 
li«  It  *^fe)  madam,  replied  fli^-;  tKe 
iMtof  i»-  deFpitiir.  At  'ihcfe  wofdi^, 
l(t»M  £  6  Malvina 


)Kk    P^'^fo"  be  dfr 

tl^0K(SI|,««afol^'<l«l»dain,  I  will;  but  tlKw  l 
do  iHit  ,  Jl^9W  ' thj}>  jierfon.  ^  Oh,,  nc^'"' 


>4kMlt'Ott  her  mind  in  the  morning;  and 
mtnsg:  Oli^'lbcftlUfj-  t?m<$i  TiMNim;  ''you 
m0  lrt«i«»i  tW;  iW        mbrtHnj^  ii^-  I 

Mky  «  «M!ivAic<'tt4  mit'mk  4ne 

l|MMif<>  rMinj>^irhidii'ioH)^ff«}W'''n<i«. 

W^'Sir'idmbiitX^ra'. 


'|jeU€T»  replied  Malvina  j  a^d  y^ou  f<ty 

that  Ann  is  ti^?,0>l^L]^im^^A^i^m^ 
mho  goei  iiilo  bii  room  ?  : 

ilie  is  pornihted  tQatuuid  npy  y  as  ^'Irs. 

tiftg  m?^e^>i  nrglnj,««l  YiUjjwi^hjjjIfifr 
fure  exempt 'her  from  (o  ^/^i^gfiff^i^j^ 
office.    Yes,  madam,  I  will;  but  then  I 

ifOHb^.  yourff If  CQ^^fiy^yig, ,  u*# 

^htts,- Moqdy,  for  your  ovnri^ere^iiff 
well  ;)s  my  rep<i>/ea  be  piMii^i^al  'WJW* 
tu)g  9?£  .'dKC^ipn?.   Mr^, ;  MQ94y  fM*^!' 


^Sit?*  *«*«>"^*c?w  *! 


^ftcmiliied  that  ariy  out  <an  likfc  to  §6 
|feat.V'iHow^>i]bnn7t'AicHiilJd  I  not,  HrKM 
lta^^S»)«oild.1dw«'iiti»tl  -^lis  fitti  «a 

^tfi'^l%d  M  the  w^r^d■^p^slt^  %fe!1  oFftef, 
,    Btit  madaiin,'  replied  jM^y^  thai  is  ht- 

every  body.  I  am-  fiite  Ihe  ht^t  doft*  ft 
much  good  without  ever  ftirring  out  of 

*i<bap<>yv  ^Sh<P^if»'  ftt«i4e»!'«*i\¥irii 
Stfinittygh^^  thl(^  i|h^"fotftA|:«ireattt>«^ 

L'd'i  miftreft 


'  iioiABefi  fib:«be:iri(tt  extrsfragont  :wai. 
ner,  which  hadr;)J»ilefircd!.c|F|^;?ifl^ 
file  Fcfumed  her  good  humour  again. 

.^ll•rfOnei.^tntcrfnlptetf.rlMlava1^  iwkb 
^bf^irteioiDOftitac  JiMa.bMidiiih{tfaoii9(k, 
Md^^M  tol:  hAard  L^hot  ^issi:Oh(ol>dy 
>hiidbllfem!^yu%^i)>l^  idd;  j^iomurt, 
illi^air?;iiud'!{hbnc  13l»viiui;fe  ^ircriic 

jMdMa»,J  Jiad  .-cpitelifoi^flHfiv.l  beg 
ymirjfRaAoi;;  I  .was  ib'taloar./alp  •^4th 
jMMuiiMig-  5vbat  IdrsL  rfieiiwivbfttick ' .  I 
JhM^C)beafd  quttctfiifiiciehtjai  MrapiJiaft. 
.VkkfiiMd.ikteltaiM^ifeafiiig3ttt^(b^^ 
ftipporttngkiheD'Jiead  with'  lieriifaaQdki^I 
4id<iK>tluMkw]twhai  :)irovitf3ef>e.ial|Bngc;G(f^ 
I  do  not  know  where  I  am. — Sreifjcbing 
vanifhes  but  the  pain  which  at  firft  touch- 
wkotj^/beartManlLwkicM  iis^g^Md^fuch 
fMbdMiC^ oVeraieu:  icavi  06  bmlgofr 
JOffctfs  At^  C0cilau(ta  in]{  ftcengtb!:  0b I 
BatMai»lhflt.J  ^boaldiloie  U4ft4be  itic& 

nvtut 


«|||f|pblCf  gain  an  ticnifel  *  ^  ' 

mi  Mm  M6o%»5lrfiblWiilill  ^^^^ 

Yc8,  replied  MalviM,^ittioQt  c1iaii|lm 

^Imtflai^  Ail  <^ify4i^:ginvtiMfiin 

Mfe!jMI)r,  which  Matvma  eiide«v«M  I 
to  take^  but  could  not;  fhe  tafted  anl  . 
fet  itdown;  arofe  and  wenc^to  the  wiii* 
:do\i^i  opctod'it  and^^^  Idfeked  to^ardt^Mfi. 
3iittQiiV(i  that'  U<  nrhere  <  )ie^  Hie  «^ 
claincMdy  where  he^  lis  ac  ithia ^mkmtm  fkt* 
feriAgi}  and  wh^  I  hait^e'^i^owed^liewr 
to  go  tfffchi.-^Y^  where  vl  faop«<io'tfe 
io4Qarcowk— '  y-f     v.i  t^''  '^^^ 

I.        ;  r       v  '  r  r!''»  *  ^ 

Ydtty  madam  t  afked  .^Mm  Moo^* 
What  do  yoil  intcsd  ?^ 'Whf  I  did  y^l 
Uftetitto  me  ?  replied  MalWna,  I  do  «M 
yet  vifliyjott  to  know  my  IdeteiEtiiifiMiaa^ 


MA&TIHA*  % 

D^MC  te^irint  tny  cigut  with-iilit  you 
have  heard  nke  (ayi  -Go,  and  'leave ''ue 
alonef  I  really  want  rcfpofe.  Let  nie 
InM^  flWeriab  for  wricibg.  But,  tnadtniy 
jroBiaiero  weak,  trill  it  not  add  to  your 
littigiie?  Moody^  replied  Malvina,  n^ith* 
yiii  Mtgn  fling  t&  what  ihtf  liad  faidy  bring 
'il»<Ae-  of  your  caps  add  a  gown^  which 
^  y ftq  iWar  hi  comfnton;  . 

'QS'*What,  <«tt<Uin?  replied  ihe,  all  aA«* 
rtiliiiiiif  Yn,  I  wffli  'fo-tfy  them  eta 
ffftfeadft  AM  MalViMU    But-yoo-  «ra 
'  «w|*bil7  iD^efti  mUUm^  ..  At^.theiewa«<l*, 
Ifalvim  looked  miedily  at-  her,  and 
iGnUilg  wkh  angttifli,  took  her  hand,  and 
'ifilfagit^widi  fot>U^'  ffie  iMdr-  Moodyr, 
-idi9M,'«k»'  jittiatkki«an  wfaidi  h  b  ttlitfr 
•«eldiediaii«ojeft.  Mirfc^Ntoddy,  abmidl 
«  tk4  fMriottfl  air  of  iktivih*,  obeyed 
thcf^'lb/fileiieef  «nd  retomed  inftantiy 
'tiiidi-  th«  cMiefr  paper,  and  irtkftand. 
iiilbHriMi'defircd  hKr  i«  lay  theid^  dttMi 
'^mfL^i^Ait^'-  ::..-w  i. 

.!;.<;■  .'1-  .:  ,IS|r 


^  She  atade  fe  vexal  attempts  in  ih c  courfc  of 
^^ed£^  ;to  wni^jbiut  all  in  vain^  Qie  could 
fff ce  Xftwarcli  ^^veningi  fte 

iMfiliim^^^i^'^  Hie  tboi^t  wqiiU.llijIfU 
ently  difguife  her;  and  furvxying  hcrfelf 
iniiie  glais,  cerLainly,  ihe  laid,  thus  array- 
-pdj  Edwoud  )v  ii]  pcvf r  j«i#w . ,  hi  i  Ma  1  • 
Vina; and  1  tttay  fc^^ffu^^^ ^irio^bb^^ 
hinu  I  fhall  avoid  his  looks, and  fopp|i£ 
tny  grief;  he  will  nat  know  tfec  hasA 

^ftilb^lto  yMf<lt»MiQKliP  Itin,!  Mid 
Mt Militia*,  wiljblNH5iLNNI(illf!wtefbfr^ 

fiiMMii(4tei<MwjW  iilifHwmAiWlli* 

^^pn.of  furprife.  I  cn^— I  tan^^jfaid  fhe, 
.bjtt  really,  ni^d^in*  lopl^ag  at  her  .wiih 
fAp^qulfrcarcf  Ij^  J^Hl^v^  yp^^  M^Fili^  W  ^ 


.really  are  fo  coinpleitfl]F'f]i%ttired-^¥iiu 
;aQbed  her  where  fhe  was  going?  faid 
.MWwiWk  ifOf^Mfiniilyr  -  Ve«a]inadaB9«iand 
^  Sk^  wa<  /ifiBareh  o^,  fk 
^msfft  Icw;  tbffr'»lg]»tj  V  tbe  .4p£i0r,  bad 
^^wtoMd:ibe:f^ec  tA-bf     th?  IW^:  ra9> 

^iftub*atil!Kai  neNflKlluth^  ftme  ipff. 
^totflMuUcferili^iH  Aighf  :wAth1ti«i 
jHHMhtdway  Jftay*^  nfldio^ae f^g^iy^ 
«Mli^<|«liMtf  4h^  ^thftfMiV&v  )Wh9  i»  yciisr 
SIINNII  ftli|)lied*o  b:>7-;ot  jfT'  .  ::r.'  .vjI 
IMfoMT  i>ns  ,f-)flf„'{  •^B-';  .r]o!;ji:l  ?'fO 

^mkm  b«  ifbMik  iM4tjM«liKiiaaf<cfi>|l«0jag 
M^Minr  t^nmffk^  t^itwmaA  ^hi^tfBW*^ 

^Miiail|Uiilja«M:hide4t  fncN^  rnf  |hf  t 


Sir  Edmond*!  illnets  i^-'tfiolli^^nd  even  | 
contagious.    Every  body  flteg  from  htm; 
ifac  nurfe  k  ^earfut  of  being  long  with 

■  .  ■  i.  ^• 

Do  not  fay  a  word  or  lofe  a  nioniemj 
*^^t6d  Mftlvina,  in  a  lone  that  command- 
%tf  dbcdiKnees  affutt  Ann,  that  in  the 

a$  fuch  this  evenings  m  womiii 
■you  can  recotiitnend,  Mri. 'Moody 
^wiOied  to'  ext&fe  herfelfi  biit  MalriM 

able  to  coitimand  the  gtfel  whldi  op^Mi 
fed  her,  flie  forced  her  out  of  ihe  room: 
Oh!  haften,  pray  haftcnt  and  rccolfefi 
'  that  ft  moment  ^detay  inay  *  render  yoa 
^ih^ifafcW  fbr  Me^  bfe  diiii  mi 

daligl»r?  what  ii 
^(lAlagidn  to  One  who  is  in  dtfpair?  Go| 
^tonly  prepare  the  way,  that  I  may  receive 
his  laft  (igh.  -Mrs.  Moody,  Ihocked it 
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the  melanclioly  tone  in  which  (he  fpokei 
\pould  not  rcfift  her  comiiiands ;  and  they 
were  fo  pundoally  executed,  that  the 
clock  had  not  ftnick  nine«  when  they 
arrived  at  Mrs,  Buiibn's  ?6br« 


, titer"       '  '■■'■>'■ 


<  ii 


liO^THllNAL  TETE-A-TETE. 

The  fervant  v?ho  at' 
tccided  the  door|  immediately  condttficd 
thtitf  1^  Sir  Edhfibiidlr*  ftpEtHneitt;  id! 

as  tlic y  \v'cnt  vip  flairs,  Malvina  fupport^ 
ed  herfcirby  holding  Mrs.  Moody's  ann* 
On  entering  the  room,  where  the  hght 
but  faintly  gleamed,  and  perceiving  the 
only  perfon  (he  lo.ved  in  the  world, 
languifhing  on  the  bed  of  ficknefs,  fhc 
ifpipb^ed  fo  much,  that  without  Mrs. 
^  Moody's 


idy^i  lbiMttDG€r^  ihe^would  k^>IU^^ 
The  nurfe(   wko  cf»erctiviSLd  ^feaf- 

tb^  Mopdy  I  ^Tftis  wdaisinf-appeftb  VcYJr-^ 
k/faid  ifte  r  P«iich'd<>til)f  .if  die^cah'- 
pott  the  fatigue'  oP  thc  night.    The  ■ 
tinman  iti-v^ify  *!o^^  a«d  perhaps- 
f  not  live  longer  than  to-morrow.  •  .  * 

Ls'to  what.ydu  have  tado,  cMMmtred 
rlookihg-at  l^lyinaj-  yoif^  haVe  eriiyi 
>e  very  parlficulac  in  giving  hifri'  hi^^^ 
licine  eve^y  quarts  of  lAi  hoAr andf^ 
It  he  appears  Ofinble  niiUi  k  4i?fl$i:{ 
you  m^ft  givier  hiM^the  MV^ugHe/ 
kh  isi4:ien)  wich^^fpodh;  C6me  aAd' 
i  it  fbr-nie,  and  f  iiriU  fii^W  yolu  hdw' 
Vtiuift  giv^  k' '  MalviML'>ap^Maebea> 
b  ia^  glooniy  tranquillityv'-^  i  fel^^* 
d^ebiUf  h«r!  blood  fMmed»fi<dfceny  al!€|i 
ihoQght'^br-lbul  wdiild^be  ready^'td^ 
rnd  Edmond's.  If  the  fymptoros 
vld'bdcottie  more  atenmng^'eontilfued 
'iMirft;  putting  on  her  fpeftade^  to- 

ariaxi^<^ 


znmgi»4S^,Tghkh  which  ftood  oo 
chimney  piece,  and  you  Ihould-find 
yoc^f^ir  at.  a,  lob  for  any  thing;  JW 

lleep,  for  I  have  not  had  any  tlwfe  three 
d^M;  I.  fluU  be  in  the  ciofet  dols 

trn  ktud,  and  attcMgWillif  telte 


Ipoon;  but  thenurfe  preventing  her,  faid 
Are  you  then  dumb  ?  Ah  !  Lord,  how 
you  t^eniblc;  pne  may  foon  know  you 

lz&  fetnenoc— 4liexliaaibafi  the  f^irnmi*^ 
ing  ficklf  light;  all  reminded  Malvitt 
of  the  laft  moments  of  her  beloved  friendf 
and  fupppriing  herfelf  by  the  bed-pofii 
flie  fiMif  il^i^       perhaps  bqpftffMt 


Faith,  one  would  not  behevc  h,  faii 
the  DUjfe;  why  then  are  VQU  fo  feriou^^ 


I 


I  not  .veiy  4:ooimoQ  in  our.Gtua- 
.for  if  we  w«re  to  afflid  oujrrelveff 
all  thofe  whom  we  fee  die^  we 
1  ioon  come  to  an  end  ourfelves.. 
Dmet  continued  Ihet  approaching, 
d;  open  the  curtain^  holdup  the 
ts  head  while  I  give  him  fome 

Malvina  obeyed,  it  was  only 
chat  file  perceived  Sir  £dmond, 
is  eyes  fhut,  without  motion,  pale 
sBgured ;  his  refpiration  (hort  and 
Fed,  was  all  that  Chewed  any  re* 
of  life.  She  faw,  and  felt  her 
;e  increafe  with  the  danger  of  her 

putting  her  arm  under  his  head, 
d  it  on  her  bofpm,  and  taking  the 
in  the  other  hand,  &e  gave  the  fick 
1  its  contents. 

L  is  well,  very  well,  faid  Mrs. 
rin;  I  fee  you  are  not  quite. fuch 
:e  as  I  at  firft  thought  you;  really 
d  not  have  done  better.  Weil, 
ight,  I  will  leave  you,  for  I  have 
long  while  on  my  feet,  and  &eei^ 
'  feein& 


Uwm  *io  gain  upon  me.   Y#iiivill  find  | 

feme  vinegar  in  that  botllei  which  yott 
nmll remember  to  burn  rrequo^tiy*  What! 

jmttH  bajte  Shi  ^A  mmitfi  do^yon  not 
know  tfaiithetif  ia  m^iotm? 

Saying  tbis^  they  both  went  oat^  and 

cbainber.   Whm  ft  SuaiMt^}  (  What  i 
filiation  was  Iter's!    Sberigiiii  beheld  I 
that  beloved  objeft;   but  how  did  ftic  I 
heboid  hnn? — In  ihe  gloomy  chambeTil 
tie  b&it  fill  fiik0i^S|  ioaiiiiiitM^  vidM 
0pt  the  powtf «tifU«giiiMtt   ai:^  pctM 
.fi^tit  Itfithout  even  knowing  Malvina;  iol 
lhc»i%  half  expiring.     She  approached 
the  bed}  undrew  the  curtain,  cook  hold 
tif  hit  bw^  .ilMch  fiii  found  of  an  icy 
coldners.     Ulie:  touched  his  fofofaeadi 
which  was  covered  with  ft  cold  fweat. 
His  difcblourcd  lips  were  dry  and  half 
ppen.    She  faDcied  Ihe  heard  him  en* 
dea^oiiring  to  ftrtt(Hiilite  ^ane  mod^ 
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flie  lield  ber  breath  and  liftened—lhe 
vat  oot  deceived. 

«  .Malvma,  faid  he,  in  a  dying  voice — 
^dalyinar  At  this  name,  fhe  could  no 
longer  fupprefi  her  fobs;  but  they  were 
not  heard  or  underftood.  She  wrapt  ber 
head  in  the  curuin,  fearful  that  her  cry- 
ing^; fiipuld  have  informed  him  fhe  was 
preient;  and  that  ihe  might  becon[ie 
piore  ufeful  to  him,  fiie  determined  in 
future  never  to  complain.  She  would 
not  weep ;  her  heart  fhould  ceafe  to 
flutter.  She  fixed  her  eyes  on  the  watch, 
and  counted  the  minutes  with  fuch  anxie« 
t]^  that  as  one  paffed,  fhe  fhuddered  at 
that  which  was  to  follow.  She  was  on 
her  khees  by  the  bed  of  Sir  Edmond, 
%fhh  her  head  leaning  upon  that  cold 
bfBid;  then  holding  it  between  both  her's, 
file  /endeavoured  to  warm  it. 

At  the  folemn  filent  hour  of  midnight, 
ibe  implored  the  God  of  mercies  to  re- 


wai  ber  faiih,  how  fervent  her  pnyett. 
She  believed  that  (he  fhould  not  fupp!i» 
cateiB  vain;  Tor  the  conBdence  which 

ifiag^Mdeafians  we  9dfi^mil^im^ 

j^Utlon.  Ah!  who  has  nbl  foTnetiTncs 
experienced  thofe  opprefEve  dreadful 
moments^  when  ihc  extreme  of  mifeff 


pair:  then  it  is  that  our  only  reliance  is 
on  Heaven,  and  its  mercy  al^one  enables 
us  to  fuftain  life. 

It  was  fcarcely  day,  and  SirEdniond 
continued  in  the  fame  ftate  as  Malvina 
found  him  the  evening  before,  when  fhe 
heard  fome  perfon  knock  at  the  door,  ftc 
immediately  opened  it;  it  was  Ann,  ivfco 
came  to  inform  her  that  Doflor  Maxwell 
was  there  :  ,  he  entered  foon  after,  and 
adjufting  his  wig,  he  faid,  well  Goodwin^ 
how  is  your  patient  ? 


MALVINA*  lot 

Mrs.  Goodwin  is  ftill  afleept  firt  faid 
MaJvina;  I:  look  fatr  place  la(l 
iiigkt.  The  do^r  obferved  her  more 
ttfceotively,  and  difcovered  her^  not- 
yubftanding  her  auk  ward  head  drefs 
(iddecd  (he  did  not  in  the  leaft  refemble 
<(dnu  Goodwin)  and  taking  her  hand 
iQft  vjeiy  aflFable  manfteri  well  upon  my 
Word#iaid  hCf  here  U  the  moft  delicate 
ithiu^  hand  iqpiaginable,  juft  fit  to  aifift 
^•fick  without  hutting  them.. 

i  X)o  you  not  wifli  to  fee  Sir  J£dmond  ? 
(aid  Malvina,  retreajiing.from  him.  Ohf 
yest  I  ihall  look  at  him ;  but  firft  my 
pretty  child,  tell  me  how  long  you  have 
pn^ced  this  way  of  life  God's  mercy^ 
Po^r  Maxwell  is  fo  well  known  in 
Edinburgh,  that  there:  is  not  a  nurfe  but 
hat  a(ked  .for  hh  recommendation ;  and 
among  them,  you  have  never  applied. 

Oht  fir,  replied  flie^    wretched  at 
finding  Sir  Edmond  jundea  the  care  of 
F3 


niond  is  dying,  have  you  Icifyrc  m  thiok 
of  any  thing  elfc  ?  in  the  mnm  of  hun]a>- 
niijr  auend  la  faifo*  She  th«n  m^^uaiated 
Jdm  miA^t^vfltf  ^^puMkMfi  iBj^^immiifi 
of  ^  liii  had  paired  duni^plAij^mg)^ 
an^as  fo  anitnatcd  during^'tlie  r€ciul| 
that  the  doclor  looked  at  her  with  fur* 
prife;  exdtitniQgt  Faith*  if  all  my  pa-^ 

them,  I  do  not  think  I  fliould  lofe  one; 
and  I  (hall  not  defpair  of  Sir  Edmond, 
now  you  are  with  him.-— Well,  we  will 
now  fee  how  he  is.  He  then  felt  bis 
pulfe,  and  appeared  to  refle£l  with  fome 
attention.  Malvina  watched  him  atten- 
tively, and  endeavoured  to  guefs  hif 
thoughts,  by  the  cxprefSon  of  his  eyes; 
fhe  fuppreffed  her  refpiration^  fearful  of 
diflurbing  his  refledion. 

At  laft,  after  a  long  filence,  he  replaced 
the  hand,  faying,  his  pulfe  is  fomething 
better.   But  really,  fir,  replied  Malvina, 

concealing 
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concealing  her  agitation,  what  do  you 
think  ?— *Do  you  believe  him  in  danger  ? 
The  dofior,  who  had  not  an  idea  that  there 
was  a  neceflity  for  concealing  his  feuti- 
ments,  faid  carelefsly,  Ah!  I  cannot  yet 
aofwer,  I  cannot  fay  how  it  will  be;  we 
(hall  fee.  There  is  nothing  deciTivc  can 
be  faid  till  the  ninth  day,  whicli  is  the 
crifis;  but  if  he  furvives  that,  then  I 
lhall  have  foundation  for  hope. 

But  child,  you  appear  to  be  too  young 
and  delicate  to  fit  up  thus  every  night, 
particularly  as  this  diforder  is  contagious. 
It  19  really  a  pity,  my  confcience  will 
not  permit  it^  and  I  beg  that  you  will 
endeavour  to  procure  another  fituation. 
Me,  fir,  faid  Malvina;  no,  no,  I  am  very 
well  here,  and  will  not  change  it;  hav< 
you  no  orders  to  leave,  fir  ?  Do  you  noi 
prefcribe  any  thing  ? 


The  fever  is  on  the  decline,  repliec 
the  doBor,  examining  his  pulfc  again 
F4  V 


*0|  • 

hiff  fentbs  will  tfStW,  1  will  write  fd 
him,  and  del! re  it  may  be  pimSual] 

fallowed.    While  he  was  writing,  Mal^ 
vitia  was  dillreifed  to  know  how  Ih^ 

fiemres,  as  (he  wu  fieirftl  be  would 
co^lfe  her  J  and  the  emotion  it  might 

him.  -     ^  ^  "iiiW 

Here  cbilcl,  Tajd  ttfi  Ittdl^^iig  from^ 
his  chair,  read  tliis  paper  with  attemiM; 
and  obf^rre,  that  every  particular  is  re- 
gulariy^^obeyed.    I  (hall  call  agaift  iti  iltt 
evening;  bdt  if  you  will  take  iHy  adf  Irtf 
you  wilt  not  expofe  that  pretty  ptttfM 
among  the  dying,  when  the  Kvittg  *light 
make  a  Better  ufe  of  iu   Satisfied  ^wffli 
the  compliment  he  had  made;  lYieitbS^ 
rubbing  his  hands  witk  an  air  of  fel^* 
complacency,  left  the  room..' 

Malvina  feated  lierfelf  by  Sir  Edftbi'^* 
f  nd  attentively  watched  for  the  firft  flK)^ 


\ 
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t  he  flioiiU  make.   She  had  carefully 
:d  all  the  curtains  to  darken  the 
D|  and*  aBBcipufly  waited  for  the  mo- 
t  vhen^his  belov/ed  voice  fliould  ar- 
her<ear.  ii  lntabaui  anliour  he  opened 
lyesy  andrraifing  his  hand  to  his  fore- 
1^  he  faid,  in  an  oppreffed  voices 
myr  God,  how  much  have  I  fuffered, 
imgs'&em.to  be  on  6re.    Goodwin,  ' 
me  fbmelhing  to  drink,  to  quench 
dcvQuring  thirft  which  confumes 

advina  immediately  gave  him  a  re- 
ihg  draught,  but  he  was  fo  extremely 
5  that  ihe  was  obliged  to  fupport 
in  her'  arms,  and  fit  on  the  bed  to 
^rt  his  head  on  her  bofom,  while  (he 
it  him.  Let  me  remain  thus  a  little, 
le ;  I  feel  better  with  this  change  of 
ire.  Malvina^  happy  to  obey  him, 
not  move,  or  utter  a  word;  and 
I  her  tears,  fearful  they,  might  be>* 
bar. 

r  5  WUW 


WMIe  file  thus  fuppoitcd  the  perfon 
•  ftc  loved  in  her  arms,  flie  thought  lier- 
^  felf  blameabte  in  not  permiuing  him  to 

tlierviml^^l^oiilbepiiiirii^  ; 
mlldi^^^  here,  condemn  me.    AUs  I 
fhe  mentally  exclaimedi  he  has  occ  an 
idea  that  it  is  Malvina  whom  he  no  longer 

Hml  J^fMiAifes  in  his  Tiiffierings;  irbo 
vows  never  to  furvive  him;  and  who  { 
only  petitions  Heaven  to  lend  her  ftrength| 
till  he  has  no  longer  occalion  for  her* 

Thefe  melancholy  thoughts  funk  deep 
into  her  foul,  and  overpowered  her  fo 
much,  that  it  was  with  the  utmoft  diffi- 
culty flbe  fuppreffed  her  agonifing  grief,— 
Yet,  even  under  this  conllraint,  there 
was  ftill  a  fomething  of  Malvina;  and 
Edmond,  weak  as  he  was,  felt  a  parti- 
cular fenfation  vhich  ho  could  not  a€« 
count  for.  It  was  late  in  the  morning 
when  Mrs,  Goodwin  appeared,  and  Mai* 

vina 
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Xina  immediately  refigned  her  charge; 
for  ihe  found  that  the  found  of  her  voice, 
though  low  and  difguifed,  had  been  re* 
marked  by  Sir  Edmond ;  and  Ihe  was  in 
paio  left  it  Ihould  betray  her. 

She  trembled  at  the  idea  which  the  ef- 
feft  of  his  knowing  her  might  produce 
on  him,  and  the  danger  fhe  was  in  of  be* 
ing  difcovered  by  the  whole  houfe.  She 
retired  to  the  foot  of  the  bed,  that  flie 
might  hear  without  being  obfervecL  Are. 
you  not  going  to  fleep  ?  faid  Mrs.  Good- 
win. No,  replied  Malvlna,  in  a  low 
voice,  I  have  loll  my  fleep  for  fome 
time,  but  I  can  uke  a  little  reft  in  the 
chair  very  welK 

After  fome  time,  Mrs.  Goodwin,  fati- 
gued with  fupporting  Sir  Edmond,  laid 
him  on  the  pillow.  This  motion  feemcd 
to  awake  him ;  he  afked,  in  a  faint  voice, 
are  you  there,  Goodwin  P  Yes,  fir,  flie 
repliedi  going  to  him.*  Is  it  you  who 
1  6  have 


fir.  Who  then  gftveiMdlis  drink?  The 
woman  who  fat  up  with  you  all  night*— 
J  thought  it  wai  not  your  voices  this 

thought  there  had  been  but  one  like  it. 

Whete  is  fhe  i*bw,  Cottdwiii  1  *€i 
lieve  fht  ii  gone  to  fl't^ep5  fify'lfeplic^d  lb^9 
feeing  Malrintt  with  herieyei  ttofedl  Thtt 
is  well,  replied  Sir  Edmond,  let  her  re* 
main  fo,  do  not  awake  her — he  faid  no 
more. 


CHAR 


-f.  J.  .     .  /;'^  ... 

^*HAP,  IX. 

.      J.L  .        .-.v  :i.  V  .   *  J 

«    .  .  -    ■ '     .'  .   .     f. ,  .     ' »    :    .'..•»  : 

THB  MIRTH  lUT* 

.  «.  . .     *    ■         ■  .  I . 

Several  days  had  elap* 
fed  in  a  fimilar  maiinef.-'-^Malvink  fat  \ip 
every  nighti  and  conceakd  herfelf  dbr* 
iag  the  itay ;  and  Irak  therefore  not  ob-» 
fery^  by  any  oner  Sit  Edmond  foon. 
fetgbt  the  impfeflBoh  ifhich  hei'  voice 
had'  made.  At  laft^  the  ninth  day  arrived; 
that  fatal|  thacxkeaded  day  at  length  ap- 
jpeutdv' 
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Malvina,  with  her  face  hid  behind  ihc 
curtaini  pretended  to  be  afleep,  though 
anxiouily  attentive  to  tY^ty  movejna^ 

flat  his  rerpiradoa  tl^iQC  mom  ^ipl^ 
and  difficulL  It  was  not  anxte£f»  il  vii 
.not  fear^  that  alarmed  h^r;  it  yas  that 
heant-corroding  grief  whidi  chiUs  all  ibe 

dreadful,  when  jaiBipAtet  M  im 
frenfy;    becaufe  it  has  then  attained 
that  filent  gloomy  period,  when  all  the 
powers  of  life  feem  to  be  annihilated, 
and  the  phantom  hope  flies  from  us. 

While  the  fever  raged,  it  gave  Sir  Ed- 
mond  a  momentary  degree  of  ftrength. 
When  the  do£lor  entered,  the  patient 
knew  him,  and  made  a  fign  for  him  to 
come  to  him ;  faying,  doQor,  I  feel  my- 
felf  Co  extremely  ill,  if  you  think  I  am 
near  death,  I  intreat  you  will  not  conceal 
it  from  me.  Come,  come,  faid  the  doc- 
tor^  there  is  no  occafion  to  di(\urb  your- 

fdf 


jxxnllitfitioii:}  ire  ft{i(i|ire 

tHan  flhi  im  Inakpu.  ^  If^  replied 

doftor^  yoii  fiave  anf  affkiri  to  fettle, 
rre  wouM  be  no  impropriety  or  incoa- 

ik'  ^ou; '  Dblaofi  imftgiiie 
I'pofllfs  fo  'timia  and  y^c^k  a  minHf 
4ouB^  knew  fainr-to  fuba»^^  my 
Many  irliiv  luiiidi^liiffi^  I 
^funiodniy  life;  butif  tlMy 
Ibibe  vli^i,  may  I 
i^tt  In^ltiipi  $aA;t4y  on  the  divine 

ibid.  Oh!  Malviiia»  fince  t  am  defthieil 


<  111 


H  thy  pKfciKe  coold  aot  alleviate  tny 

too  weak  to  write  an  everlafting  adieity^ 
another  fhall  f apply  hs  place,  Gdod- 
♦  Iffia,  will  you  undeuake  to  write  for  JO[ffi? 

Mow  bow  ser  ^niCgislB0jS^ 
confufed,  and  going  out  tb  fetch, tha*^^ 
paper  and 'pens.  No  ni^tter^  iaid^  'Mal- 
vina,  fpeaking  lowy  and  in  a  feigned 
voice,  I  will  write  for  you-  But,  coh- 
iinued  {he,  addrefiing  hetfelf  to-ibe  doc- 
tor, in  the  fame  tone,  do  you  not  fear 
it  may  fatigue  him  ? 

Faith,  replied  he,  in  the  fituation  he 
is  in,  we  may  permit  hiin  to  aft  as  he 
pleales.  Befides  this,  Malvina  appeari 
to  occupy  all  his  thoughts;  and  !  dp 
not  know  whether  unburthening  his  heart 
may  not  in  a  great  meafure  accelerate  Jiis 
tecQvery.  Indeed,  I  think  he  is  too  go0d 
to  think  {o  much  of  her;  for  I  ;bi9k,ib« 


muft 
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mull  be  a  very  wicked  woman  to  aft  in 
the-manner  (he  has  done,  to  be  the  caufe 
of  reducing  this  young  man  to  fo  de«' 
plocable  a  fituation. 

Ah!  dofior,  faid  Malvina,  with  an 
exckunadoD  Ibe'  could  no  longer  fup* 
prefs;  if  it'jgi^  poffible  to  read  her  heart. 
Wbo  uttered  that  exclamation?  aiked 
Sir  Edmond)  with  fpme  emotion.  It  was 
notbiogs  replied  the  doflor ;  I  was  only 
fpealdng  to  your  nurfC)  that  you  had 
better  forget  a  creature  who  had.  done  fo 
qauch  mifchiefi  as  that  Malvina  has. 

Take  carei  doB:ory  how  you  infult  that 
angelic  woman.  Take  care  you  ;do  not 
believe  any  thing  yeu  may  hear  againft 
ben  It  is  I  alone  who  have  been  cruel 
and  unjuft.— *It  is  myfelf  only.'  But 
I  vfiW  not  exhauft  my  ftrength  iit 
vindicating  her,  as  I  fear  I  fliould  not 
have  any  left  to  didate  what  I  wi(h  to. 
have  written.    Are  you  realdy, '  Good- 


win?   I  am  here,  fir,  replied  (h€|  4n^\ 
Malvinai  gliding  fofily  to  the  bead  of  tbc  ^ 
bedf  and  concealed  hy  the  curuins,  wrote* 
^rhat  foUov^i  disced  hf  4er  lover*^  * 

Sir  £dmmi  Burton  ia  Mttlmm^ds  Sitrqh 

I  am  dfm^  Malvtoa^  but  Qldigl^ 
kWe^iK^^ift  ^  i«igftr  j»g  4i^i 
edt^  I  bereech  you,  acci4M|Kiirre1f 
my  death.    It  is  entirely  my  oWn  farftf 
and  has  originated  from  the  violence  of 
my  paeons,  which  has  occafioncd  a  fevers 
which  is  condufting  me  to  the  Comb.  I 
think  I  can  affure  myfelf  of  your  grief 
on  my  leaving  you. — ^Thatis  fufficient  to 
vindicate  you,  Malvina.    This  will  con- 
vince me  that  you  have  never  ceafed  lo 
love  me ;  and  that  your  tears  will  &U 
over  my  grave. 

"  Malvina,  I  acknowledge  that  I  regret 
life,  when  I  think  I  (hould  have  lived  for 

you. 


rxpofed  myfdrto  die,  fiir- 
fonr  davrdrthy-  ato^  ^irii^ 

iiifted  M  r  IM  it  b^tf 
rould  have  (ent'tbt  yda  ttf 
i^at  I  ihigfW  onie^fifo^fe^hav^ 
hand,  fixed  my  laft  Io6ktf 
1  told  you  that  I  fiilt  loved 
MalVini  /  i£bd  -^I  di^'  ja 

I  fay,  Mal¥rna>,  that  -^dtf 
line — wotild  yUn  riot  ? '  Votf 
tf>efifted>fh(<  d)i9ng  eht^v 
'lei^er^-Toii  "^vtould  faaVfr' 
at*  with '  tn&~P  ffioiild'  hkY€ 
I  Ihould  hkv«  heard  yoif^ 
(l««irc<6)nr<^t«d^  - 

-WW 


U4 

bed,  andc<mee»*^irittchiatti:l|ei*  iiicic«nu^ 
what  follow*,      her's.     Thai  murmuring 
I  hear  is  ajfo  her  s  j  lUeCs 
'«      I  xfJ*'        groans  appjB^r:to  pro. 


^   ^(iltW'  Py  boioni,  aiid  e^h^jC  lU  Ml 
I  -. 

At  this  tender  appellation,  Malvina 
threw  herfelf  into  the  arms,  of  Sir  £d- 
|tt«lii:l  M  ddiriaafe  ittiliaediately  K' 
tm¥t4%f(0fium^m^  Willi  mat 
i}o  !.  leave  ^mCf  perfidious  ^wpman  f  do 
you  wifh  to  Ihed  my  blood  a  fccood 
time  ?  Why  s^n)  -ihe  hand  of  my  r^val 
«iti|!  tii^t  %  (rfilDdjr  v^^r.?  ,  Why,,  onltf 
loni  to  plunge  it  ml  fm^l  &i 
yon  not  t«|)Wfta#tft  iii  MmMM 


ts  ? — they  cannot  be  incrcafed  ! 


ktte  wfom^hitig  very  eletraordinafy 

tbis  woitjan  is  on]y  one  of  thoTe 
wbmn  Sir  Edniond  has  deceived; 
'OoodVin,  replied  tbe  i|oa«rt| 

!nfib!e  perfon  ;  but  there  are 
ivfaofc  nerves  arc  fo  irri- 
C|  tbftt  they  weep  merely  from  feeing 

'^^ '  Sri  Rf rVrc^d- 
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till  evening*  Malvina's  fuffeFingS}  dur- 
ing the  courfe  of  ihat  day,  were  be- 
yond expref&ai|| /»i|d  ia  order  lo  gam 

dreadfial  niglit  wHisk  w«  faft  a|ipi 

ing;  for  \^liich  fhe  %v"oold  require  fupet^ 
^  oaiural  force  to  iuppoit  ber  through  iu 


V  ^1  MiipilgiiUyuppii  i^p,  -»^^l^yniy^maj|gl 

and  the  doaor  having  felt  hii  fNdJf ,  faii 
to  Malvtna^  the  criOs draws  near;  if  he 
does  not  die  in  fix  hours,  I  ^ill  anfwcr 
for  bis  life*    Waicii  him  very  carefullyi 

return^  accompa^ed  Vfith  a  gentle  per- 
fpiraiion,and  if  the  opprcffion  diminilhef^b  f 
let  me  be  called,  for  be  will  be  £iyed^    1 1 

Iff 

This  then  is  to  be  the  hour  which  w  ^ 
decide  my  fate,  faid  Malvina,  as  foon  ^^^^ 
Ihe  was  alone.    She  traverfed  the  ch7ni4h 
ber  with  her  heavy  eyes  fixed  on  th^> 
ground. — Then,  fuddenly  ftarting  with  Si 
terror,  flic  would  fay.  Yet,  a  few  mo-jin 


peii«(>f,'»d..^  col^  c)ay  will  be 
tnHiciM  ofjmy  Edmond';  and  he, 
ru  lately  blooming  in  healthy  and 
led  by  love,  will  foon  be  laid 
aad  niotiQnlBr%  iq-  the  dark,  deep, 
lent  grave.: 

;  then  approached  the  bed,  with 
ounteaance  of  defpairi  fixed  her 
m  the  face  of  her  lover,  and  con* 
i  thus  i^Yct  a  few  moments,  and 
ps  thy  form  and  my  happinefs  will 
iiried  in  eternal  night.  We  have 
•nly  a  Bioment  to  love  each  other  in, 
iit  is  going  to  fnatch  that  and  your 
nee  from  me.  Oh,  my  God!  if  I 
only  received  my  life  to  behold 
die  whom  I  beft  loved*  Ah !  why 
thottbeftowit?  Oh  Godt  I  did 
lefire  it.  Edmond,  I  lhall  never 
thy  voice  again! — that  beloved  voice, 
s  (band  yet  vibrates  to  my  heart* 
mine,  never  again  arreft  you  ?  £d- 
1,  my  Edmond,  you  are  then  going 


him  at  that  fntiinait  w  attfirer  bis  ^nj 

adteuiit  is  thy  Malvina* 
who^ouM  die  mih  thtt:  ^fei^Y  ^M 
icy  ' hand  of  dcatTi  has  chrlled  atl  tl^ 
frame.    I  feel  it  has  alfo  reached  oqr 
heart.  '  1SMldii&T''^#£diii^ 

and  Ihc  will  follow  thee. — Perhaps  the 
fame  grave  may  receive  us  both ;  and  | 
prefling  the  body  of  herEdmond  in  her 
arms,  (he  fell  inanimate  near  him, 

Edmond  yet  lived;  po(feflSnga  ftrongand 
vigorous  conftitution,  he  had  ftruggled 
for  fome  inftants  againft  death,  and  the 
viflory  was  decided  in  his  favor.  The 
flame  of  life  was  rekindled  in  his  bofom, 
and  life's  Vital  current  began  again  to 
circulate  in  his  veins.  Exhaufted  by  bis 
fufferings,  he  half  opened   his  eyes, 

raifed 


UKLVinA.  121 

riufed- his.  head,  and  by  the  light  of 
the  lamp  which  (hone  dire6ily  on  the 
bedf  he  perceived  a  woman  extended 
niear  him.  Aftoniflied,  he  looked  at  her; 
her  head-drefs  had  fallen  on  one  fide, 
and  her  hair  floated  round  her  neck. 
He  could  not  miftake,  they  were  the 
features  of  Malvina.  Where  am  I,  he 
exclaimed;  is  it  really  her  whom  I  fee ? 
At  the  found  of  his  voice,  Malvina  was 
re-animated,  and  looking  at  him  in  filent 
eztacy,  fhe  extended  her  arms  towards 
Heaven,  without  the  power  of  uttering  a 
vord.  Malvina  near  me — ^is  it  a  dream 
that  deceives  me  ?  Can  I  believe  it  ?  Is 
it  really  thee,  Malvina  ? 

Oh  I  my  Edmond,  replied  fhe,  are  you 
g^ven  back  to  life.  Malvina,  faid  Sir 
Edmond,  in  a  languifliing  voice,  I  ceafe 
to  fuffer  fince  I  behold  thee.  But  tell 
me,  by  what  miracle  do  I  behold  you 
here  ?  Have  we  really  quitted  ihe^earth, 
and  are  we  united  in  eternity?   On  con* 

VOL*  xxu  G  cludii^^ 


cludifig  tbefe  w&fdsi  liii  Ideii  hefftn  to 

\^andcr,  and  his  eyes  cloTed ;  but  tic 
breathed  more  freely^  and  the  tnoift 
itfiriBth  of  his  handsj  comforted  Mal< 

Ske  beheld  hU  faded  lips  regain  a  de- 
gree of  colour;  the  fliades  of  death 
were  retreatiiig,  a  gentle  Qeep  fufpended  i 
hiiittiferiiigs ;  anff"  ot^|iow^^b]f  J 
grttiti^er '  &e  fell  on  iS9P%IS^ 
offered  to  the  Father  of  Heaven,  who  hii  i 
favcd  hirn,  her  filent  eioquent  tears  of  i 
^ratiCLidc  and  joy,    Sbe  looked  arouadi 
iw'ifit  t)te  idea  tlis«  ^tti^likii^ffi^^ 
rpea  the  repofe  of  Sitr*^J£iiaidii4  ^ 
the  folcmii  filcncc,  whofe  gloomy  horror 
vas  fo  frightful  a  few  hours  before,  Ihc 
now  thought  was  not  fufhciently  flilh 
teiy  Mrmadc  her  feai?  iir  Ifearcciy 
iyw&thed|  fbe  wIM  the  Hf^f^^fNAI 
world  va&  fufpended,  and  that  nattirc 
woitfH  not  avak^  till  her  lover  did. 
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^  CHAP.  X. 


JOT  AFTER  GKXfiF. 

Aurora  had  already 
ill  10  illumine  the  horizon,  and  Sir 
\ond  continued  to  fleep.  Malvina^ 
1  her  eyes  fixed  upon  him,  was  kneel- 
lithe  fide  of  the  bed,  when  {he  heard 
heavy  ftep  of  Do£ior  Maxwell ;  (he 
..ail^futtly  tq  open  the  door,  as  gently 
offilyle  a  as  he  entered,  fhe  informed 
his  patient  was  then  in  a  tranquil 
p.  deeps,  replied  the  do£tor  i  are 
^  as  *  >oM 


yon  cmBm  of  Jtf  Ah^  doA^r,  do  fm 
thiiiliX  Mate  decayed  F  Fflitb»  fiid  bCf 

this  will  not  be  the  firft  time  that  it  has 
fo  happened;  ncverdielefs  I  will  look  at 
him,  for  if  he  is  alkep  1  can  aafw^r  (or 
him. 

Malvina  flew  as  light  as  a  bird,  and 
guided  him  in  filence  to  the  bed.  The 
do6lor  examined  Ills  patient  with  his 
ufual  attention,  and  then  looking  at  Mal- 
vina with  an  air  of  furprife,  he  faid,  Sir 
Edmond  is  out  of  danger.  At  thefe 
words,  lefs  miftrefs  of  her  joy  than  flic 
had  been  of  her  grief,  fhe  could  not  con- 
tain herfelf,  but  ran  out  of  the  chamber 
to  relieve  the  violence  of  her  agitation. 

The  doftor  was  aftonifhed  at  this  fud- 
den  flight;  called  Mrs.  Goodwin  to 
come  to  his  patient,  and  then  followed 
Malvina,  whom  he  found  in  the  next 
room  bathed  in  tears,  and  apparently 
overcome  with  joy.    On  feeing  him,  fc^ 

went 
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D  ^lini^'inid  preffing  both  his 
^*en  hct*s. — It  is  then  you 

Taved  him,  fhe  faid;  angel 
eh  1-i-Benevolent  man  I  Who, 
i  pofleilet  all  my  gratitude. 

f  daiigdr,  you  fay  ?  Oh  !  once 
It  thofe  words;  which  recalls 
the  ahy fs  of  defpair,  to  Hea- 

yyoii  area  very  extraordinary" 
plied  llie  dodof,  wiping  away 
LJndoiihtediy  I  appear  fo  to 
i^tr^aV  that  you  will  not  men* 
Mif  one? '  Dodor,  1  conjure 
6r  difdofe  itie  lo  any  perfott. 
leweirer,  faid  Malvina,  with  an 
which  fcarcely  permitted  her 
;  do  you  think  when  he  awakes 
ow  thdfftlwfao  are  with  hitht 

r  hoi  a  doubt  of  it,  the  fever 
i  confequently  the  delirium 
The*  moment  of  convalcs- 
c  3  cence 
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cence  fpikf^a^bes,  and  his,  chief  fymp* 
t&m  miU  he  f^akocfs*  fiii(  .from  tbii 

iSm  pMm  fjjliiWau s  ?  Certainty,  if  the 
powers  are  too  much  exhau(!cd  to  fup- 
port  hi  therefore  I  cannot  anl'wer  for 
the.  cojafeq^eQC$$.;-T-Bi||^  jr^  jUl  jUiefe 

to  mftke  them?    What  intercf!,  doaor, 
exclaimed  ftic,  with  animation;  there  are 
no  expreOions^whicb  can  4e|iip^ate 
But  once  t  ^U^^^ik0k  fOmwHl 

tt6£  iii&o¥«ar  fuel  i  |M  H!  vef|i  mii 
creature^  that  couMlil|$t  ? longer iCtiimil 
niy  feelings*  But  I  have  fuffered  fo  ex- 
ceffively  ^  pity  me,dodori  the  unexfeSed 
change  frofii  deatlb  tfljkfpj  has  w^ake9<<l 
"ailmy  faculties^       i        -  .rvai^i'** 

I  can  gucfsj  he  replied,  that  you  are 
not  what  you  appear  to  be;  and  that 
fume  very  particular  potiverinttft  hiV^ 
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there  is  fome  my  ftery  which  you 
ifh  to  difclofe.  Perhaps  fo,  but 
•ceive  yourfelf,  doftor,  ([aid  (he, 
¥ith  fatisfadion  at  his  penetra- 
nt us  return  40  your  patient,  I 
ceal  myfelf  in  a  coitier^f  tiie 

he  awakes;^!  {hall  anxioufly 
he  firft  word  he  utters.  Beware 
do  not  fay  I  am  there,  and  par- 
do  not  pronounce  my  name. 

replied  the  dodor,  I  (hall  find 
ilty  in  complying  with  this  laft 
*or  you  know  I  have  never  heard 
l  .then,  permit  me  ftili  to  con- 
nt,  and  the  fecret  will  be  very 
:pt.  Neverthelefs,  I  am  not  a 
ious  to  know  it,  faid  the  doc- 


dear  fir,  faid  Mat vina ;  I  intreat 
not  a(k  me ;  you  are  a  good  and 

man— have  compaffion  on  my 
wrings,  and  do  not  increafe  them, 
04  by 
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by  obliging  me  to  acknowledge  who  I  am- 
Wcll,  my  child,  it  fhall  be  as  you  plcafc; 
yoti  appear  lo  good  aad  fo  gentle,  ihaiit 

1  tbink  I  hear  blm^  faid  Mai vrnaj  Kftenbg, 

*1  am  not  deceived — Edmond  is  awakti 
Do  you  go  alonCj  doftor,  I  am  fearfyl 
he  Ihould  fee  Lue«    I  will  lift  en  at  ibe 

Ah !  good  Hcavefij  faid  he,  on  feeing 
the  doflor;  vhat  has  happened  to  me? 
a  ffffelbing  (1uiKt%«r  lisircdoltfdi^Wl^ 
iiig  beat  which  feenied  to  con  fume  me* 

What  a  fv.ee t  deep  have  I  enjoyed,  and 
what  pleafing  dclufions  have  attended  me 
have  feen,  I  have  touched  Malviual 
4  ^Ifik  I  SM  htar  lier  vulfi; 
btifh!  faid  the  doclur;  I  ifffi  mt  allw 
you  to  ihink  of  her :  this  tormenting  idea 
may  again  throw  you  into  the  fanie  dan- 
ger from  which  I  have  juft  refcued  yon. 
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file  alone  who  has  faved  me.  This  night 
t  fliould  have  died,  I  fufFered  fo  much;  a 
devodring.^rief  feemed  to  confume  all  the 
ties  of  life,  which  were  on  the  verge  of 
feparating,  when  her  beloved  voice  ap- 
peared to  arreft  the  ftroke  of  death,  and 
£ive  me  from  the  tomb.  Edmond !  £d- 
mood !  fhe  repeated — and  the  accents  of 
Mai vina  Vibrated  to  my  heart.  I  opened 
my  eyes,  and  ihe  was  there;  (he  preffed 
me  to  her  bofom,  and  I  experienced 
through  my  whole  frame  that  fweet  flut« 
tcring  fenfation,  which  her  approach  al- 
vays  creates.  I  had  no  fooner  wifhed  to 
make  the  effort  of  embracing  her,  than 
Ihe  difappeared  like  a  fliadow. 

Well^  fir,  faid  Mrs.  Goodwin ;  fucb 
fltepiare  not  very  good,  for  they  give  you 
a^cyer.  She  fays  very  true,  replied  the 
do&oTf  for  they  are  the  phantoms  of  a 
delirious  imagination ;  your  pulfe  is  al- 
ft^dy  much  agitated,  and  if  you  continue 
talking  thus,  you  will  have  a  relapfe* 


IgO  MAtVJMA, 

Sir  Edmotid  had  not  mucfi  €»ca|^pi|  to  he 
dc fired  to  remain  quiet,  for  he  was  fo 
languidj  that  thoygli  the  image  of  Mai- 
vina  was  ftamped  oti  his  heart,  fhe  fuon 
efcaped  his  recolkSion,  and  degrees, 
the  r8AAsm6nQce  of  thai' iil|hl^as  obli* 
tc rated  from  his  memory ;  as  the  fhadcs 
of  darkneff  vtnifii  bf fdfe  thie  r«j4  of  ll^ 
fufl.  .  •  i 


oppdrtiinity  of  Sir 
Edmond's  rcpofc,  to  cldtideflincly  enter 
the  chaniber,  and  carefully  avoided  his 
looks,  by  concealing  herfelf  behind  the 
curtains.  As  Ann  had  circulated  the 
report  of  Sir  Edmond's  recovery  through- 
out the  houfe,  Mrs.  Fenwick,  whofc 
heart  had  never  been  touched  by  any 
perfon,  or  felt,  but  for  him,  experienced 
fincere  joy;  and  Mrs.  Burton,  for  the 
firft  time,  exprefTed  the  mofl  lively  marks 
of  fenfibility.  When  the  gloom  of  even- 
ing began  to  obfcure  every  objeft,  Sir 
Edmond  being  afleep,  Malvina  was  feated 

near 
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near  the  window,  making  lint  for  her 
lover's  wound,  when  feme  perfon  tapped 
at  the  door.  See  who  it  is,  faid  Mrs. 
Goodwin,  who  was  half  afleep  in  her 
chair?  Malvina  arofc — Who  is  there? 
faid  ihe,  in  a  low  voice.  Can  I  fee  Sir 
£diDond?  a£ked  a  voice,  which  flie  in- 
ftantly  recognifed  to  be  Mrs.  Burton's. 
No,  no,  replied  Malvina,  fo  difconcerted 
that  (he  could  fcarcely  recolle£l  one  idea ; 
he  is  afleep.  Go  out,  and  fpeak  to  the 
lady,  faid  Mrs.  Goodwin.  What  now  ? 
replied  flie,  trembling.  To  be  fure,  when 
the  lady  is  fo  kind  as  to  come  herfelf, 
you  wj(h  to  make  her  wait — Go,  I  fay. 
Really,  replied  Malvina ;  I  fliall  not — I 
do  not  know  her. 

Oh,  the  foolifli  creature,  exclaimed 
Mrs.  Goodwin, fcolding,  you  will  not; 
and  what  is  it  that  prevents  you  ?  when 
you  fee  that  I  muft  difcompofe  myfelf. 
On  faying  this,  flie  obferved  that  MaU 
vina,  inftead  of  opening  the  door,  had 
c  6  retired 


i 
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feiired  to  the  moll  obfcure  ptA  ot^ 
tQCM*  Sh«  got  up»  and  llhAliiiig  her 
fist  feer  up  at  orderf  snd  ireM 
imo  the  next  mma^  lo  acquaitit  Mi¥* 


Mil  Vina  folbwdi  W|  firom  a  Terf 
fftvAomkltt  aifiQ%i  to  milterM 
MUVtrliltion.  I  Iball  come  ind  Tee  htm 
to^morr&w^  faid  Mrs.  Burton;  and  take 
panicukr  care  to  purifjr  |be  Jcoomjtfiih 
vinegar ;  and  m{f{>  {         moillfif  iitaCi 

i  mtf  i^m  Im         tai^it  lb  long.  I 

hope  yoa  will  excufe  me,  madam,  faid 
Mrs.  Goodwin ;  it  was  the  fault  of  the 
other  nurfe,  who  is  fo  timidi  that  &t 
never  has  the  courage  to  fpeak  to  a  lady* 
Bui  ^lbe  miglit  tia^e  ipea^  iht  duor  at 

Ifaifti  Whyt  to  ten  Jfttt  the  truth,  madani, 
though  I  have  never  mentioned  it,  this 
woman  appears  to  have  fits.  Pray  then, 
why  was  fuch  a  fool  permitted  to  attend 
my  nephew? 


II 
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;  hvai  Mrs.Moodf,  madam,  who  re- 
commended her;  and  to  fpeak  the  truths 
I  muft  confefs  fhe  is  very  clever  in  her 
fitoation;  and  I  could  not  have  fhewn 
more  zeal  and  attention  myfelf,  than  (he 
has.  But  fhe  is  fo  ferious  and  diftanti 
that  it  is  impoffible  to  make  her  fmile. 
Thai  is  very  whimfical,  replied  Mrs. 
Burton;  Ann,  has  informed  Tafle,  that 
fiht  do8or  was  furprired  at  her  fenfibility, 
which  is  not  a  very  ufuat  fault  in  women 
€f(  your  line. — I  fhould  like  to  fee  her, 
18  fte  within  ? 

Yes,  madam,  but  Sir  Edmond  is  afleep, 
and  we  have  not  a  light.  Well,  I  lhall 
come  to*morrow,  replied  Che,  going  away, 
Thefe  words  ferroufly  alarmed  Malvina, 
Ac  knew  one  glance  was  fuflBcient  for 
Mrs;  Burton  to  difcover  her;  would  it 
not  be  beft  to  avoid  fuch  a  meeting  ? 
Edmond  was  out  of  danger,  and  her  at- 
tendance  was  now  ufclefs.    She  ought 

to 
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to  depart  as  fooa  as  poflible*    She  how- 
ever  paffed  tbftt  night  with  Sir  £diiioralt 

^tah  fleep  wa^  uliDv  atid  lowards  moQ^ 
iflfi  particularly  tranquil;  fhe  ventured 
to  undraw  the  curtains,  and  geatly  pres^ 
fing  her  lips  to  his  bftfi^t  .wliich  laid  mil 
of  bed  >  adieUf  faid  w  Mwhi$fVlt 
This  dajf  I  mud,  leave  you !  A  merciful 
God  has  faved  you  !  You  no  longer  rc- 
qiiifc  juy  cares.  Tb^  m^SBSSLi 
>vithout  leaving  any  traces  of  the  mo-^ 
ments  {he  has  pafled  near  thee,  but  a  faint 
and  confufcd  idea,  which  will  only  be 
remembered  as  a  tranfient  dream.  Adieu, 
my  Edmond  I  perhaps  we  may  never  be- 
hold each  other  again  on  this  wretched 
earth. 

With  thy  returning  health,  I  (hall  rc- 
colleft  the  duties  I  have  to  fulfill;  but 
when  the  tumult  of  paflion  lhall  have 
fubfided,  and  the  touch  of  time  lhall 
have  filvered  our  heads,  lhall  I  not  then 

be 
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be  permitted  to  prefs  thy  hand  with 
mine ;  though  it  may  then  be  feeble  and 
lyithered  ?  Then  I  may  aik,  Edmond,  do 
^ou  .remember  ^hat  night  of  agony ; 
that,  dreadful  moment,  when  the  tomb 
fcemed  ready  to  open  and  receive  us 
bqth  p  Has  thy  ear  forgot  that,  accent, 
which  repulfed  me;  and  then  relapfing 
into  a  ftate  of  forgetfulnefs ;  by  the 
^iQomy, light  of  a  lamp,  you  thought  you 
)bA4  (c;^  Malvina. — But  thy  languid  eyes 
Wf re  jiooD  dofed,  and  you  believed  it 
was  a  phantom  of  the  night ;  a  child  of 
your  delirium,  that  had  taken  her  form, 
jand  hec  voice. 

No  Edmond,  it  was  not  her  lhadow.— r 
Who,  but  Malvina,  would  have  died  with 
you?  anc^.thofe  founds  of  defpair,  were 
|hej^^Pjt,ffqrn  her  heart?   Ah!  the  day 

z^Y,^^^^  ^j^^  I       fly  •  I  iQuft  go 

withput.  tf^hplding.  one  look  from  £d» 
mpnd.  to  his  Malvina.  Thy  eyes  will 
dwdl  on  every  objed  in  this  room,  but 

I  will 


I  will  be  no  longer  there*  Adieu,  Ei* 
mond}  pay  heart  is  torn  at  leaving  yoUf 

<i0||^  &otild  depart.  Oncemore^  ^ppb  * 
ing  her  Hps  to  ihc  hand  of  her  lover,  flie 
ftaried  up  to  defire  Mrs-  Goodwin  to 
take  her  place ;  but  her  movingi  awakened 


^   Wbo  is  there  ?  he  faintly  en^llifi 
She  was  tnotionlefs;  fiie  was  uncertafD 
whether  to  fpeak,  or  continue  Hlent;  ihe 
ivaited.    Alas!  faid  he,  muft  I  always 
be  purfued  by  this  lovely  phantom? 
Shadow  of  Malvina,  can  I  never  efcape 
you  ?    I  fancied  I  heard  thy  fweet  foft 
voice  murmuring  fome  plaintive  words. 
—I  fancied  I  was  on  the  verge  of  hap- 
pinefs;  but  it  was  only  in  my  flccp. 
Oh !  fweet  and  tranfporting  dreaiiis,  I 
implore  thee  to  clofe  my  eyes,  and  give 
me  back  Malvina :  on  concluding  thefe 
words,  bis  voice  died  away,  and  he  again 
dept. 

Malvina 
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Malvina  flood  a  few  minutes  motion- 
lefs,  a  prey  to  the  moft  violent  agita* 
tions.  How  much  did  her  heart  wi(h 
to  gratify  him,  by  difcovering  herfelf. 
It  was  not  the  fear  of  Mrs.  Burton,  which 
alone  prevented  her;  but  the  languid 
ftate  which  Sir  Edmond  was  in,  which 
deterred  her;  he  required  reft,  not  plea* 
fure.  She  owed  him  this  facrifice,  and 
extending  her  arms  towards  him,  fhe 
laintly  articulated  a  laft  adieu,  and  rufhed 
Mt  of  the  chfunben 

She  awakened  Mrs.  Goodwin,  went 
gently  down  ftairs,  found  the  {Lrccu 
door  open,  ftole  out  without  being  ob«^ 
ferred  by  any  perfon^  and  returned 
hmnediately  to  Mrs.  Moody's* 


i|8  HALTllfi. 


ikN  ACCUSATION  OF  MAGIC 


God  be  praifed,  cried  the 
good  woman,  as  Toon  as  flie  perceived 
her;  that  you  are  returned.  Ah!  ma* 
dam,  I  have  not  had  one  moments  peace 
fince  you  have  been  at  Mrs.  Burton's. 
But  good  Lord,  madam,  how  you  arc 
altered.  I  am  very  well  for  all  that, 
dear  Moody;  Edmond  is  faved.  Ah  I 
my  dear  madam,  replied  flie,  fhaking  her 
head,  how  much  I  feared  your  having 

caught 
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:cauglit  the  fame  illnefs;  afl4  who  knows 
yet  but  he  may  have  been  favcd  by  your 
:  having  taken  it  from  him. 

Do  not.  fear  any  thing,  Moody;  £d- 
•mond  is  faved — How  then,  can  I  die? 
But  while  I  take  fome  reft,  go  to  Mrs. 
Burton's,  and  find  an  excufc  for  my 
departure.  .  Say  that  I  was  taken  fudden« 
ly  ill,  that  my  head  w^s  deranged ;  in 
fliort,  fay  what  you  pleafe.    I  only  wifli 
:  to  conceal  my  name;::it  is  a  feeret  which 
.nuft  ever  remain  between  us.    I  know 
.  you'  will  rely  on  my  difcretiodt  madam, 
•nd  the  manner  in  which  I  ihall  eadea- 
,  worn  to  elude  all  fufpicions*   -  '  > 

Has  any  one  conceived  any,  Moody  P 
:  Jtl;  to  ithar^  madam,  I  do  not  think  it 
If^Mtt^  but  fome  muft  have  been  form* 
^edj  you  could  not  hide  your  figure,  your 
•language,  and  particularly  the  grief  by 
rwbicb'  you  were  abforbe;d.  No  one 
;IBOttld  fMppofe  you  to  be  a  common 

nurfej 
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nurfe*  and  Ann  told  nic — Oh  Heaven! 
Ifae  knew  mt  then  t   No^  madafiii  but  Oie 
laid  ihai  ym  mSnkm  m  Ot  ftciiti  ttei 
you  w«  cmIIImM^  md  thai 

tonfcqucntl) ,  (he  wis  certain  you  muft 
bcfoolifh  ;  and  ftie  could  not  think  how 

*    fcafoatble  a  perfao  ai  cgj^felf— - 

Malvina;  I  l^iU  hka^  mMtr  time;  it 
prerent  I  have  grcit  occafion  far  reft: 
on  concluditlg,  Ihe  tottered^  for  mt 
being  longe«  under  the  neceffity  of  ^wet^ 

and  want  of  reft;   having  undet-gone 
eleven  painful  nights  of  fevcvQ  VlUcira^ 
-  and  agonizing  anxiety* 

White  ihe  was  repofisg  lieir  liaitilM 

mind  and   body,    Mrs,  Goodwin  hii 
fearched  and  enquired  all  over  the  houfe 
for  her*    No  one  could  give  any  sccouot 
iof  ler^  Mn  then  told  foiilc  idle  tikt  ^ 
^1      mm  «biiiitig  j  Aat  tie  bid  ftea 
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her  one  night  through  the  key  hole,  ma- 
king fuch  odd  grimaces,  twitting  her  arms 
t.  about,  and  forming  circles,  which  were 
\  faertainly  to  inroke  the  devil.    All  this. 
ifM  circulated  among  the  other  fervants, 
who  heard  it  with  terror ;  their  imagina- 
;   tiens  took  wing ;  and  they  all  were  con« 
irinced  that  Malvina  was  a  witch;  who, 
hf   her  enchantments  had  fo  fpeedily 
cured  Sir  Edmond  of  an  illnefs,  which 
Dofior  Maxwell  had  pronounced  mor- 
tal; . 

Mn.  Moodly  happened  to  enter  as  they 
wereliftening  to  thefe  idle  tales,  and  they 
immediately  told  her  the  fame  nonfenfe; 
not  doubting  but  that  fhe  would  give 
implicit  belief  to  all  that  was  reported. 
Jeany  was  impatient  till  (he  had  ac- 
i|ttainted  her  miftrefs  of  thefe  wonders. 
Mrs.  Fenwick,  rather  aftoniflied  at  what 
.1m  heard,  queftioned  her  more  particu- 
larly j  and  to  convince  her  miftrefs^  Jen- 
ny 


miXrtMk^     .  i 

i^  Mdtid  a  M  |MMrc|;auggetatiiiiiaf  ui 
dtie  ieality  wi»Ms  to«gu  ^ 

Mrs.  Melmor,  vlio  was  as  fuperllitious 
aa  the  moft  ignorant  domeftic,  augmenbed 
her  daugliter^s  terrori  by  &yiog  &e  was 
Vtirerable  beyond  itieafurey  at  their  hav-^ 
ing  lived  fo  long  in  the  houfe  with  a 
ftf^eercfft.  Tbcfe  ridiculous  fancies  were 
m,  laft  retailed  to.  l^lipB^^iM   Sb^  wa& 

count;  and  fbe  had  particular  rurpicioas; 
flicthereforetreated  it  as  a  mere  bagatelle; 
defiring)  if  that  ^voman  appeared  again} 
tbef  ^^M  litiniediately  cotidaa.bn  to 
herpre^ee.  * 

What  flrcngth  of  mind!  what  pene- 
tration !  exclaimed  Mrs.  Fenwick^  as  ihe 
liftened  19  Mfit  M  M&rilc^fc.  wiUi 
ftdttif^tk^f  wboi  but  m-'^^t^mivtm  h 
fo  fupenor  to  the  reft  of  her  fc3f,  would 
have  fo  quickly  difcovered  trufh  from 
error;  and  rejefting  thofe  vulgar  pre- 

judices, 
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jndicefi  by  her  phiFofophic  and  enlight- 
ened underftanding,  have  guefled  that 
fome  extraordinary  caufe  mud  have 
given  rife  to  this  affair. — But  there  is 
only  one  Mrs.  Burton  in  the  world. 

Malvina  was  informed  of  all  thefe  par« 
ticulars,  from  Mrs.  Moody.  She  heard 
them  with  indifference,  fhe  was  fatis- 
fied  with  remaining  unknown ;  and  hear- 
ing that  Sir  Edmond  daily  gained  health 
and  ftrength.  This,  diffufed  a  foothing 
tranquillity  over  her  harraffed  mind. 
Hope,  deceitful  flattering  hope,  feemed 
again  to  hover,  near  her;  though  uncon- 
fcious  as  yet  what  to  hope  for — whe- 
ther its  eagle  eye  would  not  reft  on  fome 
pleafing  dtftant  perfpe£live;  or  foar 
t^yond  the  dark  clouds,  which  too  often 
>b{cured  her  view,  and  eclipfed  the  orb 
>f  day ;  or  whether  to  fecurely  reft,  alone 
n  Heaven. 


Thus 


i|4  ilifcirt^ 
Tb^s  the  Itopid  ftfe»Ri|  iba 

jts  ^udMi  yet  {bo&  fubfiiltei  | 

own  courfe;  becoming  calm  b]f  degti^%^ 
It  Heating  oil  its  glaOy  bofom  each 
flower,  that  bads,  bl^oip;,  M.^d  pt^i 

in  mimatarei  oil  die  flmtfpg  inii 
its  Wfl^  ,  , . 

Thuss  while  ^dindul  was  npldl^te' 
i^^v^ngt  aiid  iiis  renewed  ftre&gth  feiv# 
milted  him  to  refleflj  his  firft  care  was 
to  demand  of  every  pcrfon  in  the  houfe, 
if  Madame  de  Sorcy  had  fent  to  enquire 
CQncernii^  hit  Iiealiir»  wai  ill; 

or  if  any  perfon  had  come  from  Mrs,  ] 
Sl  Clare  P   No  one  could  infi^roi 
they  had  never  feen  any  one  ;  or  hca 
of  Madame  de  Sorcy,  or  Mrs.  St«  Clare* 

1!%ti  cold  ihdilFerence  with  regard  to, 
him,  created  the  moft  painful  difcoDteali^ 
aad  3^  tbe  mgpt  of  Sir  Sdmmd  was  it- 

ncvcd 
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ig^nft  Mtlvinsu  What,  Taid  he, 
tot  leaTC  her,  wodii4ed  by  Mr. 
ind  yet  (he  has  not  condefcendld 
Ac  herfelf,  to  know  whether  I 
die?  She,  who  is  fo  good  and, 
to  allwlio  are  affliEled,  remains 
indifferent  to  my  (brrows. 

not  this  condu£l  evince  the  in: 
of  feme  different,  or  altered  (en* 
?  Can  (he  have  given  them  to 
£>r  ?  But  no,  did  (he  not  confent 
lited  to  me?— Did  (he  not  confefs 
t  loved  mti?  Can  I  then  ever 
lalvina's  fincerity?  Yet,  I  have 
ing,  and  not  a  word  or  a  line  to 
M  of  her  regret.  But  that  letter 
I  dilated  to  her^  what  has  be- 
'  it? — who  was  ordered  to  fend 
this  fufpenfe,  he  rang  With  vio- 
twant  Mrs.  Goodwin,  faid  he  to* 
nt~I  defire  to  fpeak  to  her  im« 
y.  Sir,  do  you  not  know  (he  it 
niv  u  gone? 


devil  only  can  ^lcU..  .  ^h:^^  •  v^i 

But  wI)o  fejat  her  bere^theivP  ,f^ae^|gi 

with  anger,    ^rs.  Mop^y^  Vc^fH  Tjff 
well ;  then  Ooi|wio^  .go^aq^..}^^ 
Moody  tc^  pomp,  X  ,wifli;  tp  A^^t^^ffij 
Mrs.  Moody  went  ^ft/uifly,..  pipii;^ 
being  in  the  .conBdence  of  Ma^yi^i^- 
it  gave  her  infinite  confequence  in  ^bfr 
own  opinion.    Sir  Edmond  enquired  of 
her  concerning  that  woman;    but-  lhe 
returned  him  only  vague  and  unfatisfac- 
tory  anfwers,  aiTuring  him.  flic  did  not 
know  where  the  woman  lived,  wfaqm  jbe 
wanted,  and  that  fhe  had.  not  any  direc* 
tions  where  to  find  her. 

Thus,  he  was  obliged  to  reqiain  in  j^ia 
former  irkfome  ftate.  of  fufpenfe,  whijcb 
he  could  not  any  longer  fupport;  and 
determined  though  weak,  to  go  and  en- 
quire what  was  becpo^e  of  Malvina,  and 
the  reafon  of  her  filence.    With  this  dc 

-  terminationi 
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ipatietitly  ;  of  whom  do  you  fpeak  ? 
Burton  has  forbid  my  mentioning 
^  you,-  (ir;  (he  very  probably  itta- 
that  you  would  not  think  yourfelf 
\f  if  you  were  acquainted  that  it  was 
led  of  witchcraft.  What  is  all  this 
1  nonfenfe?  Ah!  fir^  replied  the 
9  who  was  dying  to  inform  him  of 
eknew;  if  I  was  but  certain  that 
Burton  would  never  know  that  I 
old  you,  I  could  acquaint  you  with 
wonderful  things. 

m  not  at  all  difpofcd  to  hear  them, 
!win;  only  tell  me  if  you  know  whe- 
my  letter  was  fent?    Sir,  that  wo- 
took  the  charge  of  it.    Where  is 
RToman  to  be  found  ?    Holy  Virgin  ! 
[he,  making  the  fign  of  the  crofs  (for 
:ted  to  her  own^  faith,  Mrs.  Burton 
tied  no  Proteftants  to  her  houfc) 
e  nightly  meeting  of  witche?,  cer- 
f}  and  it  is  not  I  who  can  go  and 
her.    Only  tell  me  where  I  can 
H  2  d\tea 


It  was  from  thence,  that  letters  were 
direfled  for  tholb  who  inhabited  that 
houfe.  That  be  might  be  certaia  MaU 
f^M  was  tb«re|  lie  enifaitf^  of  ilie  ^ 
mailer,  how  long  it  was  fiace  he  bad 
received  any  letters,  direflcd  for  Madam^ 
de  Sorcy,  addrcffed  to  Mrs.  St.  Clare? 
For  Madame  de  Sorcy ^  repeated  thf 
good  old  ma^i^  puttiog  oa  his  fpeOaiel^ 
%  and  cidiMiiitig  the  regifi^r  iirli^fj|H 
before  him;  yes*  here  is  onfe  wMei 
fcnt  to  St,  Clare  Hallj  yefterday.  It  ii 
there  then !  cried  Sir  £dinond,  flyi^ 
mt  pf  the  bouifet  without  (Dealing  to|h^ 

gbrufil  departure.  She  is  yet  there  very 
calm,  and  at  peace— ^while  I— But  I 
will  not  yet  form  any  j  udgmenEa  or  cofr 

temerity  tg  dmib  t  MalviiMp  i  ■ 

While  he  was  thus  mentally  convcr- 
fingy  he  arrived  at  the  gales  of  the  park; 

be 
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ioi(Dted  from  his  horfe,  and  giving 
re  to  the  fervant^  defircd  he  would 
lere;  and  proceeded  on  foot  to 
fe  :  as  he  pafled  on,  he  was  inter- 
by  a  railing,  through  which  he 
difcaver  the  gardens.  He  Hop* 
id  fancied  he  faw — no,  his  eyes 
deceive  him;  k  was  Frances,  he 
Scd  her  voice ;  Malvina  was  cer- 
near/  His  heart  beat  violently; 
ed  bimfelf  on  a  large  ftone,  and 
I,  with  inexpreflible  anxiety^  the 
)meDt  of  hii  deftiny. 

:e89  who  was  running  about  the 
tdvanced  to  that  fide  where  he 
id  amufed  herfelf  with  gathering 
M^ers  which  grew  on  the  fide  of  a 
vulet,  which  was  clofe  to  the 
Suddenly,  he  heard  fomebody 
;  Sir  Edmond  fhuddered ;  it  was 
ior's  voice,  he  was  convinced, 
r  and  heard  him  very  diftindly 
^  to  Frances^  thus  :-^Why  do  you 
H  4  watvdct 


vander  f0<  far  from  tUs^  &itf  aif  -dflW- , 
•Have  yoa Tocgot  ham  xoiv  ft^ttflMd 
your  mother,'  by  being. -aloae  atttr^ir 
ivaier?  .  ■  -  -:  •  •  '^^^ 

.  Oh  I  my  dcar.'muM,  wbevc  i»'4fe 
iipw?  cried  the  .:lHtle  creMan^j  --CMK  ' 
with  me,  my  love,,  ami  it  wilt:«MPlfl 
long  before  you  will  fee  her,  cohUinmI 
iie,  raifing  his  voice,  and  addreffing  a 
lady,  whofe  white  robe  diftinguifhed  hA  \ 
among  the  trees,  and  who  was  movtif 
towards  them*  Frances,  perceiving  he% 
ran  to  her;  who,  by  her  air  and  foM 
refembled  Malvina.  She  look  the  clifld 
in  her  arms,  and  turning  another  way 
with  Mr.  Prior,  they  went  into  thd 
houfe. 

This  fight  fo  Oiocked  Sir  Edmoad^ 
that  he  remained  motionlefs  ;  a  cold  chiU. 
r^n  through  his;veins;  he  then  kindled 
into  rage — he  luQicd  from  the  place,  and 
ran  towards  the  town  be  had  quitted. 

He 
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■^Mfeddd  jidf  ' think  or  ttBtGt  }  liu  heart 
fvpMi  oppfeflitd,  bis  ideas  ftagnated.  A 
Jl^bKmy  veil  'fe^med  'ta  overfli'adow  all 
"iUlHTe i  cvtty  ebjeE ^ppeiared  changed; 
kiid  tht  iircaiiitlcfa  kit  hit  Iraaie  was  un. 
t^Al:  tb'ttlis  t^oleMtiflMol^' he-  tottered, 
^'M»fi(nfUle&oflth»pt{vaMnt,  at  the 
#MiHMi«idjr  the  town. ' ' 

y^jklfMlli  j^Mn^  fitrroitnlleA^b'im,  aad 
||i»i»'jc»f  them  carried  him  toothe  firil 
■pit  flHyt'4Mine'  aeai!^  Vhejce  they  •c»dea> 
BfcJimt  ie»  recOvet-'Mmy^nd'.k  was>  fome 
fine  before  he  re-gained  his  fenfes*  Si» 
lam  and  gloomy,  he  made  a  fign,  which 
HiMAIkd^Mk:  wiflk  of  beiti^  atone.  He 
§k'-m(ikfiM*>'4it;  t&e  window,  without 
iuiti^hg  td^'oVercome  his  weahnefs. 
'  fiMlMil]^4|b(brhed  by  the'weight  of  onf  . 
iMiiinflil»  «iik<^*M)vierfe  Wiu  ablarik 
m^tk^i^ykliA  fte  did -not 'even  «bierv« 
teibM^ft      gatb«riiig  in  th«  lowev« 

B  5  The 


1^  .  *  iMiA^xiiA* 

f  >  Xbftjioiir^  fMLS^ci-nrmsbt  f^ppraaj^lifii, 

fttpt  hear.  Theaafimf  ij^^Qiwti  ooa^ 
have  claffacd  together;  a^^tlilt^li^tliiP' 

cr  to  roufe  him  from  his  deje&ion*  He 
/emmned  £xcd  ia  the  fame  pla^c,  wiU^ 

^VroITed  the  window^  which  he  had  prcflfil 
bis  forehead  agiioA  with  fuch  force^  that 

iiLJ^gth  by  ^mifhwaAt^^fokt 
which  he  detefkdir  AOd  be  fiev  kpwatdi 
^   the  door.  .  i    .     ..  ti.  : 

Thp^thiipd^  hadpe?ijte4  IPMdj  irfilWlf 
dous,  an4  unheard ;  b>it  thefoiw^  of.Mif 
jPrior's  voice  had  afled  a^fin  ale€krii:al 
fliock;  and,  in  ii  fnom<jfHii  fQ^fc^;**^ 
himfelf,  by  prc^dH^iog  Jiis  ,(»«»«^ 
fei>fation9%  He  h^eafrd  hio^  ^klkjng^  ftil^d^ 
ing  for  the  oighttra^  be  waj»  (fweio/etdi 
letters  for  Mrs.  St.  Clare,  and  MadaasQ 
de  Sorcy.  The  ftorm  had  overtaken 
^  r  him, 


with  an  upper  room.  Sir  Edmond, 
Lermined  how  he  fhould  aQ,  and  a 
to  the  rage  of  jealoufy)  was  walk- 
uriottfly  about  thtf  roam.  Mr* 
f  is-  borne  fbr  ktveri  for  MzWiiiB^ 
le;  perhaps  he  will  carry  one  for 
Aie  will  Tcoeivb  it  from  tbehandi  of 
^lior.  Will  flic  tondefcend  to  «ead 
Dbet  'lie  eveft  Iwow  that  I  exiftp 
Lp8,  at  tfaia  moment,  (he  is  only 
us  £or  Mr.  Psior's  return^  As  bp 
lA  tfaei^  wordi,  he  fixed  bis  eyea 
his  paflobt  and  feiring'orte  of  ihem 
a  ferocal^S'  pleadirdt  he  charged  it 
iiatdy,  wichoiit  knowing  for  what 
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never  knew  that   the  Ughtsiiii 
ftroclt  die  honfet  that  ibe  rudF  i^iiA 
'fifCi  tad  thtieatened  to  confumc  the  buikUi 
ifig;'  Thty  ran  tohh  door,  miid  begged] 
him  10  fave  himfclf.    But  inrenfihie  fid 
all  which  did  not  concern  his  love,  be 
j^hteived  no  danger  ^  he  tfaDi^ghe  kiitif 
pt  re  venge.    He  would'lftcil  ttfc^e  fllrlk^ 
0  it  had  not  been  to  feek  for  Mr.  Pricir.^ 


^At^i^monicnt,  he  heard  ihfi* 

point  of  perifhing  in  the  flames.  Hit 
rage  gave  place  to  a  more  noble  fentt 
Bient;  be  enquired  where  the  founds 
proceeded  from?  It  is  certainly,  they 
replied,  from  the  gentleiman  who  is 
above;  the  lightening  has  caught  the 
hay-loft,  near  which  he  lays.  The  fmoke 
muft  fuffocate  him,  for  the  flairs  are  eft 
fire,  and  no  ode  dare  venture  up  them. 
On  which  'fide  is  he  ?  afked  Sir  Edmofldf 
haftity,  dafhing  his  piftols  frodi  him.  Oa 
this  fide,  faid  the  landlord;  Ab!  if  there 

is 
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fe  iuiy  timey  endeavour  to  fave  that  good 
•  Mr.Pnor, 

•f  Oh  1  Mr,  Prior,  replied  Sir  Edmond, 
looking  angrily;  I  kqow  very  well  that  it 
^k- Mr,  Prior;  do  you  believe  that  name 
miH  prevent  me  ?   Is  not  Mr.  Prior  alfo 
H  -man  ?  ajid  withput  hefiuting,  he  flevr 
40  the  ftairs.   At  this  moment,  it  was 
generofity  which  excited  him,  fpr  he  bad 
fecgot  his  hatred.    Malvina  .>yas  not  even 
mviembered.     Every  other  fentimenc 
mw  fufpendedy  and   humanity  alone 
triumphed^ 

vHe  had  no  fooner  afcended  the  ftairs^ 
than. they  gave  way  behind  him ;  but  no* 
thing  could  prevent  his  intrepid  mind 
Ihim  ruihing  forward.  .  He^faw  the^.dftn- 
igtr  without  loGngi  his  coolncfs*  He 
bnA^e;  open  the  door,  and  akx^oft  over* 
,|iawftrcd  by  tor^^i)^:  oC  fmoke»  be  ob- 
(ftrved:  Mr.  Prior^  motionlefs  on  the 
floor.  ;  He  raif^d  hw  on  his  Ihould^rs^ 

and 


and  bending  under  his  bard£9p  emlei* 

vtiich  looked  into  the  Oreet,  where  many 
pcrfons  were  colleacd;  they  perceived 

In,  it  wonld  be  Jaa^fOW  to  tkrMl 
htmfclf  out  whh  him;  and  every  thin| 
If  as  on  fim  tround  bii^  the  beaap 
%n#lfing  in;  flMitlietil: ^oagar,  fL: 
it  would  be  too  late.  He  refied  him  db 
the  window,  and  u&ng  every  poffibk 
precaution  in  dire£ling  the  fall,  he  threv 
him  as  gently  as  pioffihle,  aiid  i>coora-, 
geoufly  waited  to  jump  out  oiler  hkiw  ^  - 

Before  he  cdtrld  efcape,  the  fire  burft 
out  with  redoubled  violence,  add  entire^ 
Ijr  envdbp^d  him.  He  wais  obliged  t6 
Hand  on  the  end  of  a  beam  which  utmi 
bled  under  him,  and  from  whidi  hetiirtw 
himfelf  to  the  ground.  Happily,  a  4oag 
piece  of  crofs  bar  iron  caught  hold  of  the 

bottom 


•^0H0nrPC^  poaty.'and  broke  bis  faH ; 
/Jl^j0|iii(e4isf^  recovered  himfelf,  aad 
^?rti»  Mr  Mr »  Brior^  who  iwas  jvft  f)eginping 
iflp  fiykf^Ti  &gpM  of  liff^.heifig  revived 

p^,s,$ix  Edmqnd't  diflike  lud  not  lei|eii¥!(i 
4Qr(^ViDg  favedbiiD,  and  l^erhaps  it  ^as 
lalher  increafed ;  for  now  Bad  pxf-  - 
lerved  his  life^  he  could  never  in  future 
Ifpft  M  hiii»  lie,  hpttreyer^d^  )iiot 
fcfrc  that  JMn  Prior  Ihould.evcr  lotc  jus* 
-jifaaiQt0<U>y  whbfe  jUiterpofitiqa  ^e:.va« 
§i/^we^^  CMhq  tnight  avi^d  hLs  tacknov-^ 
nkdf0MsntsvMd;fon  ever.^ur^-  in.^f:^^ 
ykom^::  AO  ,4i6lLQ%  .  wJbich cooni^^c^  him 
4||j^qiifl^^ia       to  a  maf^hc  deiefted« 

..tjWiff'  tbu  r^afoot  as :  foon  las  ihc  ,tiiad 
glUfa  a  draft  on  his  banker  foi;.  (fYO  jui^  ' 
tve^ty  poundS)  to  the  unfortunate  pro- 
|ifPllD|t.Qf  (he  'ttoHfe,  he  parted,  vith. 
qj|4j^gfAg,A#(»wn«  and  Arfiyed  tbe  nei^ 
^  >  vi^Pivtojilf, .  withottt  having 

shu<  a  ■      '  .  determined 
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deieroiioed  to  return  to  heff  or  baTiog 
hAhn  my  r elL  He  ^MtehA  ihf  &i€m% 
r^tte  in  difbiliilfe^  utert  be  fimftd  « 

*iiainerous  company;  amoiig  irhom^  tif 
remarked  the  beautiful,  the  infiptd,  tk 
cold  Lady  Mary  Summerhiil  ;  and  ttt^ 
I^tfy  fcducing  Mrt.  fcDvick, 

ft«lded 

^   On  beholdios  hiiD»  all  the  Udiet'i^ 

file  Boifet  tfae^tmpttnyi  Mfc^Hii^^tt 

"Edmotid  a  little  to  himrdf ;  and  in  tfe 
diftl"efs  of  his  heart j  he  caft  a  look  of 
iati^faSion  on  thofe  who  were  round  binit 
vtHnng  suid  hoping  to'^mllter  Semite 
Vfte»«if  tli«i'liat«^  whicli  tlie  pei^ 
dious  Milvina  had  giYCB  hltti  Wf  tier 

Witfi  Om  idea,  ha  tndblgt:d  the  lUHei 
m^'  add  l^r^  (g^aW  %  Jfii  4li>' 
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iborfe  and  maimers,  vhich  relidc;red  bim 
ifncommonly  amiable  and  brilliant.  He 
replied,  with  vivacity,  to  all  the  airs  of 
Itfrs.  Fenwick;  and  eveni  appeared  to 
]^ve  animation  to  Lady  Mary.  Each 
iiroman  received  his  homage;  all  ima- 
gined they  had  the  preference ;  and  with-, 
ouc  fcarcely  looking  at  Mrs.  Fenwick,  he 
told  her  (he  was  adorable — and  ihe  be- 
lieved him.  Lady  Mary  was  applauding 
herfelf  for  having  brought  him  to  her 
feet.  Thinking  (he  ought  to  punifh  him 
for  bis  inconftancy,  (he  pretended  to  treat 
iiim  with  a  feverity,  which  was  foreign 
to  her  prefent  feelings;  but  which  (he 
thought  would  make  a  great  impredion 
lipon  him,  though  he  never  perceived 
iu 

Thus,  each  deceived  themfelves,  ima- 
^niDg  they  were  neareft  their  wi(he5; 
when  at  the  fame  time  they  were  as  dis- 
tant  as  the  antipodes.  The  following 
days  ftill  confirmed  them  in  their  illu- 


fiofi  ;  for  Sir  Edmond,  a  prey  to  ft i  fled 
ra^^e,  premeditated  his  perfidious  projc&s 
uf  reduction;  and  he  wifhed  to  have 

that  he  n^gMliaYttbe  barbwcntt  j^leafio^ 

of  teariiig  thMRW  his  cafe;  aftd  tboane^ 

venge  himfelf  U^^l (he  lopKllts  iMA 

he  fufferedt     -  , 
•-€»  ^  SW^UI,  ,   ,     .   ^.   ^  ,  , 


CHAP. 
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/  While  sir  Edmond  w« 
nfigning  himfelf  to  the  moft  violent 
.feb&tiooiv  how  T^ry  4iffesefU  was  (be 
fbol  -of  Malvina  a&f[i4ted.  Sb<  bad  re- 
mained in  Edinburgh,  not  qdI^  that 
fhe  might  hear  frequently  of  Sir  Ed* 
!flM>nd^  bkit  that  (he  might  find  a 
fiivorable  moment,  either  to  fee  or  write 
•to  &im^  ^thottt.  endaflgeriog  hii  healihf 
;^vaijy. premature  emotion.   It  wAt:  b<r 


lUentlon  to  give  ^Vkst  a  ptrtfeidtr  ex^s^ 
^tion  of  their  lall  ineetiTtg*,  and  LofS 
SKeri dan's  letter ^  and  enforce  her  deter- 
minatioo  of  maintaining  inviolable  tbe 
prtMVt  Ibt  iM  glveti  M^'lMer  dying 
frkitd  ;  and  ap|»eal  both  to  hin  ^/ssmioitf 
and  honor,  if  there  was'  not  an  indirpeip 
fible  neccffity  for  their  btiAg  feparated 
fbx  ever*    *  ^    -   '  ^    •  u  :^  . 

ibe  vas  inforoifd  that  Sir  Edmond  had 
left  Mrs.  BurEon'5p  If  file  was  aftonifhed 
at  his  fudden  departure^  fiie  was  infinite' 
ly  ntore      ar  '^ii.*^iitli  She 

frivolous  than  everi  aifid  tefigtred  hitt- 
fetf  entirely  to  hiffofmer  itifliiiftilill^ 
cven  taexce&»  fi': ^'    I  r»  • 

'named  the  day  which  wai  to  unite  him 
to  Lady  Mary  SummcrhiH;  while  Mri. 
Fenwick  boaftcd  continuaUy^^qf  baviiv 


raiod  iA>^' with  new 
ly.  .which  a£forded  her  the  moft 
me  gratification.  All  this  was  cir- 
'd  hy  Jenny  and  Ann,  lo  Mrs, 
ly.  How  deep  did  i  this  account 
s  the  heart  of  Mahrina-;  flie  relin* 
ed  all  her  tnteniions,  and  totally  ab« 
d  by  her.  grief,  neither  complained 
cufed  any  one.  Sir  Edmond  be- 
1  her  guilty,  and  therefore  had 
mined  to  forget  her,  as  he  had  bow 
with  her  entirely.  c 

^vindicating  herfelf,  (he  perhaps 
.recall  him;  but  fince  he  had  Van- 
ed  hb  aSedion,  and  (he  had  deter- 
1  CO  maintain  her  vow,  why  endea- 
<0  re-kindle  fentimentr,  which  would 
render  him  unhappy?  Alfo,  (he 
.  fecretprefentiment,  which  inform- 
i^ri  filch  an  aitepipt  would  be  ufelefs; 
Mftd  was  fufceptible  of  a  violent 
ID,  but  incapable  of  a  lafting  attach- 
;  he  therefore  no  longer  .defcrved 


licr  confidence*  She  could  believe  tbe 
energy  of  bis  love ;  but  no  longer  dUt 
jpend  on  hm  RaJiiUty*  1 

^ti^^  fk»  at  libarty .  to 
fulfil  her  duties  oF  friendfhip;  her  re* 
fcilution  was  taken;  fhe  would  remaio 
ftkntwith  regard  tp  him;  aud  fupprcir 
fing  her  a&akft[»  flmaro^M  ^  tmim 

jb^lo  her  little  charge,  in  folitude  ajid 
retirement ;  and  bid  a£eu  to  a  deceitful 
world,  where  fhe  had  only  experienced 
difappointment,  forrow,  and  pain.  Before 
flie  refigned  it  entirely^  fhe  gave  a  laft 
glance  mentally  to  the  beiDg  in  it,  who 
was  fo  dear  to  her.  Oh  !  thou,  faid  fhe, 
whom  liove — I  never  can  again  (for  the 
firft  excefs  of  a  fcntiraent,  which  expefls 
to  receive  as  much  as  it  gives,  can  never 
be  folt  twice)  be  happy,  iince  thou  caafl 
be  fo  without  Malvina,  . 


Alai 
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:  Alati  b  nbrcRiitig  myfelf  from 'di«, 
I^relmqilifli  for  ever  the  fdea  of  bappi- 
nefs.  But  at  my  age,  vhea  the  heart  U 
rent  by  fo  many  forrows,  wjill  it  not  re- 
quire all  the  remainder  of  my  future 
life,  to  calm  and  fooihe  the  fuflFerings  I 

'  have  experienced  ?  In  renouncing  Sir 
Bdmond,'  fhe  determined  never  more  to 
fee  Mr.  Prior.   At  any  other  time,  .file 

.Irould  have  blufbed  at  thus  facriiicirtg 
fifibiidfliip,  to  an  unworthy  and  falfe  fus- 
pidcn.  But  in  her  prefent  (ituations.  fhe 
wai  not  fenfible  that  it  was  a  fecret^ra* 
tificaiion  to  herfelfi  that  Sir  Edmond 
iliould  know  that  fhe  had  left  the  world 
oft  his  ^account;  and  alfo  brbkea  every 
band  which  had  united  her  to  it.  In  this 
diipofition^  ihe  wrote  to  Mrs.  St.  Clare* 

I  fiiall  fet  out  to  morrow,  and  once  , 
olore  re-join  ypu  and  my  dear  girl,  that 
I  have  fo  long  neglected.  You  (hall  read 
my  heart,  you  fliallbe  acquainted  with  my 
future  determination — your  kindnefs  will 

am 


tlonatc  ifitereft  which  you  have  fb 
exprcfTcdj  and  evinced  in  all  your 
lions  for  mc,  I  intreat  that  you  will  be 

At  this  moment,  when  MalVma  Hif 
alone  in  her  apartmeni,  a  prtf  ttftlldfr 


able  barrier,  which  was  to  feparate  her 
from  the  world.    How  differently  were 
they  engaged  at   Mrs.  Burton's  houfe; 
noifyjpleafureand  rejoicing  reigned  there, 
uncontrouled  by  any  reflcftion.  A  fplen- 
did  dinner,  to  which  all  the  firft  perfons 
in  Edinburgh  had   been*  invited,  waf 
terminated  in  a  fuperb  evening  gala.  The 
gardens  were  illuminated,  the  company 
difperfed  in  groups,  wandering  through 
fhrubberies  of  the  fweeteft  and  moll 
blooming  flowers. 


Sir 
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Sir  Edmond,  almoft  fatigued. by  lavifli* 
iog  fo  profufely  bis  inc^nie  on  every 
Mfoman,  and  perbaps  fuccefsful  in  ma- 
dng  .them  believe  faim:^r)€efie  in.his  ad- 
niratioB,  was  nearly  giddy  with  bis  cpn- 
]uefts;  and  devoting  ibimfplf  to, gaiety 
ind  pleafure,  replied,  witb  ratber  too 
aiucb  animation,  to  the  fedu£live  graces 
^  Mrs.  Fenwick;  and  chance  condu6lfQd. 
ibem  .rbotb  to  one  of  the  moft  diftant  atid. 
eetired  alcoyes.  It  may  be  imagined 
[hat  Sir  Edmond  would  have  been  per* 
(efily  at  his  eafe  with  his  Kitfy,  ifj  ^e 
jtad  iiot  at  that  moment  recoUeQediftb^^ 
It  was  the,  fame  in  which  he  had  beeprfyr- 
prifcd  in  his  firft  int.erview  with  Malvinfh 
rhis  remembrance,  by  repealling  ber  Ifc;^ 
toved  image,  catifed  him  to,£hudder,a;ulJie 
re^ain^d  hi&  fcattcred  fenfes.  His  aflame^ 
{aicty  ,yani())ed;.  he  leaned  m99i:nf){Uyi 
igiainft  atree;  and  Mrs.  Feniyick,,jthqp||^ 
lear  bim,  felt  berfelf  alone  and  defiHte^^ 


VOL.  in. 


I 


Piqued 
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Piqued  at  the  fudden  change^  ^wbkh 
iht  toxAi  not  account  fori  flie  Movt  to 
BoAtt^  M^wmi^  whom  (he  abferVe^Jt 
#||ltlc  dtll^Aee,  add  Taid  to  him4n^|||H 
ly,  Daflofj  be  quick,  and  haften^  to  you? 
pat ie lit,  for  I  think  there  is  much  re- 
quired to  complete  his  curC|  while  baJft 
ftibje^  t«  Idbb^rtsmnd  whimfies.  "wf 
dbea  all  thi^  mean  ?  faid  tW  dtidor,  join- 
Hig^^  Edmond;  arc  you  really  iwdtf* 
'  Fafith,  betwf^ii  ourfelvcs,  it  is 
norbverwife,  \*hen  every  beauty  ti  di** 
pudi/g  fi*i*J^6ur  licartilfciid^fce  oirfy  yitei 

»iihii>^      to'  u- m-'^^ii&i^'^ 

c^ii^thcn,  you  have  the  |)WDtrAr  <>f  ittrtc* 
l?ng  them  near  you,  and  render  them 
callous'  to  the  danger  of  infeflioti;  and  I 

cart  bd&ft  more  chartns  than  yoflf 
fftttly  nurfc,  who  cxprcffic(l  fo  lively  fif 
inteidt  in  yofur  fate,     '-^A  I*  '  '  « 
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But  dodor,  faid  Sir  Edmond,  raiher 
aftohifhed  at  what  he  heard ;  pray  inform 
me  of  a  few  particulars  relative  to  this 
WK>ttian?  No,  no,  I  aflure  you  Z  fliall 
Abt.-^Mrs,  Burton  has  exprefsly  forbid 
me  never  to  mention  the  fubjefl  to  you. 
Mrs.  Burton,  replied  he,  with  furprife; 
and  by  what' authority,  does  (he  pretend 
racdntrburray  curiolity  ?  Mrs.  Burton, 
dbBor^'  is  a  ftraneer  to  what  regards  me, 
and  ioilght  not  W^lp^^nt  you  from  an- 
fweringme.  I  beg  you  will  immediately 
aequaint  me  who  that  woms^nr  is,  of  whom 
I  have  heard  fuch  ftrange  accounts? 

'  What,'  have  you  hot  feen  hcr?^  No — 
Bat  you  havb  not  a  doubt  who  (he  is,  I 
tnppoTe^  N6-*l' really  cannot  gucfs. 
Well  iHcn,  iSir  Edmotid, ';^ou  will  fmilc, 
for  I  am  cfertiiti  thai  wbmkA  muft '  have 
beM  one  whbtfi  j6\x  Vas^  tdb'^mutli  at- 
tached to  hot  16*  hWi^fiown  hei',  "not- 
mrithftanrding  het  difguife;  for  flfife  pos* 
feffei  one  of  thofc  figuies  which  are  not 


I 


roured  my  curiofityji  rfpd  M  wiH  fi<t 

again  flumber  till  it  is  in  fonie  mearura 
iraiificd.— Yo^if^  at  feaft  ^jifor^ 

What, 4id  Ihe  conceal  it  then?  I  alonfl 
pipfljl^fs  lier  conBdcncc  in  that  rpfpe0,— 

do  noi  betray  ui^,  do  not  mention^ mf 
name.    As  1,0  thfit,  |he  may  bf;  p^rfedljr 

you  do  know  who  ihe  lit  Ko;ihed^ 

'^'Yft  iff!*c''y       '^"rt  her,  wto 

was  already  fa  much  afilicied.  But  wh9t  t 
could  a  He  3.  her  fo  much?   Whatj  can 

yfl^^  4xyig;^  ph^  .hoirj  H^jiy  tear^.  t«c 
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Id  mvcr  permit  any  other  to  -  lit 
you  at  night.  ^ 

,  it  is  inconceivable,  exclaimed 
lOnd,  much  agitated ;  and  I  have 
method  by  which  I  can  afcertain 
r  is.-~Do  you  not  know  what  is 
of  her,  doCkor  ?  Oh,  dear  no, 
'  as  you  Was  pronounced  out 
er,  (he  -  difappeared  very  early 
>rning,'«dtbout  fp^aking  to  any 
or  req«Rng  any  recompence  for 
jble;  atid  ihe  has  never  been 
f  fince.  But  certainly  (he  mud 
en  feon  by  fome  one  in  the  houfe  ; 
one  know  her?  No,  for  (he 
eft  your  apartment ;  and  no  one 
:ered  it,  but  myfelf  and  Goodwin. 
I  Ann  pretends  to  have  feen  her 
.  the  key  hole,  making  ftrangc 
;  fo  that  fince,  (he  is  convinced 
I  a  witch.  But  I  never  credit 
nfenfe ;  thofe  eyes  fo  gentle,  and 
Iff  perhaps  ■ 

I  3  I  tKVM& 


I  mud  abfolately  endeavour  10 
tiate  this  my  dery,  .i^bpf r^pti^d  $k  1 

mult  I— it  can  be  11%  i)||»er !  But 

IsccoUeElion  arifcs  to  damp  this  be 
'whole  diQant  ray  gleamed  o'^rmy  heftltij 
Di4  I  np>t  b^tr  at  Aj^ihoey  thftjt . 
never  1^  Um.^^m'^f  JNd» 
myfelf  obferve  her  wa{Ji|i|g  wJk 

But  when  you  was  di£batii\g  the  letter 
to  that  M^viha^  of  rwhom  *jiou  was  per- 
petually talking)  fiontinued  iihe  rdofiorv 
her  grief. appeared  fiiuch  incireafed^  anA 
ibe  fobbed  aloud !  i  faneyilhore»ras  'iiQRDC 
little  jealou£y  backing  t^r^pn  fitti  was  dwo 
moil  afFeScd  and  ;^ept  the  mbftj' wbei 
you  addrolfed. any  leader jQpitbotssto  etui 
&iyored  ladyw  i 

.  This  name  al40a7is  follows  Aie,  faid^Sk^ 
Edmond,  riflng  «md  -retucnmg  |o  tiie^t«4ifc 
!  \  which 
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which  led  to  thq^hpufe.  ¥tqm  all  that 
J  hear,  and  all  (bat  I  feel,  the  remem* 
brance  of  Malvina  will  fcver  rife  fuperior 
to  every  other  pleafure;  and  notwith^ 
Handing  all  my  efforts,  fhe  will  always 
maintain  ;her  Ration  in  my  heart.  But 
lliere  i»ajneceflity  for  an  immediate  elu- 
cidation, of  this  enigma,  which  certainly 
COQceala  fometbing  very  extraordinary. 
Ycc,  what  intereft  can  I  have  in  it  ?  It  was 
not  her  who  waa.thus  concealed;  but  no 
suHer,  I  will  be  ccruin  at  leaft. 

As  he  ended  thefe  words,  he  entered 
the  ball-room,  and  was  iilently  crofling 
St,  in  order  to  go  out ;  when  Mrs.  Fen- 
wick,  who  penetrated  bis  defign,  imme- 
diately flew  after  him,  with  an  intention 
of  detaining  him.  Where  are  yon  going  ? 
find  (he,  with  a  kind  fmile ;  you  will  foon 
return.  Certainly,  he  replied;  without 
knowing  what  he  faid.  You  will  be  my 
partner,  will  you  n6t  ?  She  was  going  to 
lay,  that  was  what  Oie  moft  wifhed ;  when 
1 4  ftv^ 


M  jpiirtti^dif  Bfti^Bitrton  coming  to- 
imdtAcd^t  to  fptwk  4k  Bit  EduHmiimj 


Ifciv^  ftH^lliej  wiih  iH  ait 
Vilf,  you  will  not  forget  that  Lady 
Mary  Summerliill  expcfts  your  hand  for 
the  evening.  Pre  Cent  my  complimenti 
teller,  he  replicdj  quite  abforbedi  I  fiiaO 
he  with  her  iii  tmilinf .  *  He  walkai 
ouiof  the  roo«i'  TBSei  t^fk  ftdi^  and 
lets  than  fif^ 
Moody's, 

1. 1*^. 
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CHAP.  XIII. 


TRB  SHORTEST  Am  HimRST* 

-  I  WISH  to  fpeatwith  your 
refs  dire£ily,  laid  Sir  Edmond  to  the 
ant,  who  opened  the  door.  I  wilt 
rm  her)  fir,  replied  flie;  will  foa 
fe  to  walk  into  the  parlour  ?   Shall  I 

Mr^,  Moody  there?  no,  fir,  fhe.i» 
fiairs— --looking,  more  at  bim,  than 
Btive  to  what  he  faid;  biitl.wiU  gi> 

let  her  know.  I  (hall  be  witk:  tier 
1 5  fboDcr 


JOB,  laid  hei  ikfuStaitii 
[    ftdfSf  he  ofitiitH'tliB  fit  I 


on  thefiaircafet' 
thedooTs  pennktedl 
iriwMv        new  die^ 

tfywaidtbioit 
on  a  table,  as  Sf  loft  ia 


>  V9^>&?odTbef€?  raid  Sir  Edmofidi 
u  X  jvmcie  Tosce :  at  the  found,  the  per- 
btt  uctiered  an  exclamation !  and,  rifiog 
^ilh  precipitation,  ovq][tarned  the  table; 
and  railing  her  hands  to  Heavep,  Oh! 
Great  God,  I  thought  tt        hfm.  |ir 
Edmond  was  ftruck  at  the  folind  df 
lored  voice,  and  knew  it  was  Mailvh& 
He  fell  at  her  feet,  ^nd  r^filhj^^ 
prefled  Ker  with  tiahlpo^  tp  h1^  ^fMBi 
lepeatirig  a  ihpufand  tinges,  it  is 
ft  MalVinal  my  tender,  vikj  hclipYt^^ 


vinaCflie  did  not  withdraw  from  him; 
.1  mutual  Schtmientt  united  them. 

^  Sufpicion,  reproach,  grief,  all  were 
^f»bliterated.-*-Without   being  mention- 

^;edt  crery  thing  *  was  underftood  in- 
tuitively; what  bccafion  was  there  for 

^.wi  explanation  ? — they  loved  each  other, 

^  ihey  Were  certain  of  it,  and  that  was  fuf* 
'ficient;  their  tears  fell  together,  love 
H^forbed  them;  and  the  univerfe  was 
amubilated. 

.  .  I  do  not  pretend  to  defcribe  the  fcene, 
|U  il  is  one  of  thofe  where  expreflion 
t  pitfft  fail,  and  which  a  refined  and  delicate 
.fauly  Idch  as  Malvina  poflefled,  could 
alone  feel.    It  is  the  great  paffions  which 
can  call  forth  the  energy  of  eloquence, 
jhiM  when  they  have  arrived  to  their  par- 
limkir  height,  expreffion  makes  a  paufe, 
aad  £kBce  is  moft  eloquent;  and  tfaefe 
ffiiir  Icenes  give  the  fublime  of  happiael>» 
-•*Jt  may  oatuially  be  imagined,  ihat  on 
}  &  Sir 
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Sir  Edmand's  Bading  MalviiUi  Jie  Um 
forgoi  t\M  he  ww  cxpqacd^piifa.  Bw- 
.  tioaW  »  -  .*  .  .  .o 

' ^  Wkh  what  rapture  and  gratitude  £d 
file  £OtiC«ioplate  tiiat  beloved  wofnapl 

^Amif  iihffi«iatKtf»^f^^  to  ahmle^iM 

iPMllf^  bera  partly  compelled 

and  wlio^  for  his  fake,  had  bravi^  enk 

^  4eaib.   Wbea  the  firli  cffv^on^ 

fW  « little  ealmeilylh^jittMlt^ 

\  B0iied»  ^k  opprcfled  .^liili  Hlmf  WGfi 

I  <i|^|gfoMeaioriofibofe^ 

.  Sir  Edinond  had  nearly  rccognifed  hn 
atteotive  Jiurfe :  fhe  explalQedtlie  rearom 

At  fucb  a  moinent  there  was  no  caufe  i 
/orbhune;  all  appeared  perfefUy  ligbi;  i 
.  Aey  feltro  happy,  Om»niBA*^f  vilt 
.  tional  circumftance  could  bivCficridrirf 
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^renve  relu£buice  for  the  prereiit,  but  it 
-  was  only  to  fee  her  again.  Without  faying 
it,  they  each  felt  they  could  not  Ifve 
feparate  any  longer.  They  were  con- 
Iciout  that  a  thoufand  cAiftacles  muft 
^prwtni  their  union,  yet  they  imaginicd 
4hey  might  be  overcome, 

:   On  bis  return  to  Mrs.  Burton^s,  he  had 
'40  ioftain  her  haughty  reproaches,  the 
.tender  complaints  of  Nf  rs.  Fenwick,  and 
tdie  difdainful  filence  of  Lady  Mary  Sum- 
nerhilh    He  paid  not  the  leaft  attention 
to  any  thing;  he  never  anfwered  any  of 
them,  every  thing  appeared  indiflPerent  to 
iImB;  be  bad  ceafed  to  live  for  that  day 
.-■  iho  fliQukl  not  fee  Malvina  till  the  next. 

Hie  went  therefore  every  morning  to 
-}|ee  bor,  md  the  exquifite  pleafure  of 
bring  together,  was  fo  much  increafed 
:  by  the  pains  they  had  endured,  that  they 
4  thoai^  only  of  enjoying  it.   They  were^ 
•  *fiifficiently  happy  in  beholdingi  in  lovingf 
*-  4  and 


and  in  eacpFfifing  lb eir  a  Sc^ttoiu 
fyip^  mfiifimTh,  ll^  time  jAflid  fo 

fdipG^  lieiifjiiged  Ui^npid  iigjkl>  ili  ^ 

days  that  appeared  but  as  moment $|  fuc- 
fo.ibofc  hours^  which  fecined  at  j 

iillorb«l>iif^  km  aibaUnit  ipm  tin!  jM^ 
^)^|^irft  afbQ<#|wd^  kleirf  (he  eould 
never  forget  the  melancholy  fimation  of 
}}fai  unfortunate  wotiiLPi  iit|d^^W9i«t^itl^ 
Vf^^  thefe  painfiapi^f^l^^iiiw 
her  nf  tlij  gtrilil|i  i  jiniil^ 

+# 

.  ,6hfi  ^  length  coul4  lopger  cooceat 
attention,  and  refolved  to  fpeal^fiM  ■» 

lu:  hbxS^cA,  he^atodf  vail,  tftkuif  M 
fcand««f  hM:&i«nd,  Mid  pnSmg  ikm*^ 
kis  kout,  he  £ud,  ywAiUkDMrcteff 
thuig;.ii»m  heoceforch  I  «!iUamr4M» 


'^bt^^^tMiAirjiiaj  on  keariog'tibat  I  for* 
^iiefly'waaii  ^o  4iot*forget  what  you  have 
made  me  at  prefent.   Do  not  forget  that 
« Edmond,  now  efteemed  by  Malvina^  is 
"^Mimger  ithat  ffid^9  indooftahty  perjore^^ 
idnfeDfible  Edmosd,  which^  was  for- 
^qtoeriy.   Obi  my  Malvina,  4haiik3f  ten 
'  tttbonfalidriiiavksy  as  «  {>re(ace  to  fou^  for 
tithe  Wees  which  yoa  have  r<fe  completely 
:Mlul|#d'in  me.'  -IVbat  is  it  yoi|  require? 
'       whatis  ii  yoo  fear  f  Sdmondy  replied 
'  J(iet  -4ghingil    Do  you  not  know  what 

-  img^my  iheact  has  gone  for  you? 

Alas !  whatever  may  be  the  vices  which 

-  fKikiTO  ui  aickHQwledge^  though  tkcyjnay 
Ii^|iQohftedl^  aifflid  me  gi^eatl^^  <h^y  ew- 

r  j|iyh#>  JMalyana*;  coBtttoiod  fae«  diat  it.is  -to 
ifc«<i<whtfeteftfeeia-.I  ^prioe  more  than  ex* 
rJftefde,.  ^tkaft  il:kemm  the  icimsage  to  con* 
^Mumy  Qiiiqnk  jPatibciiierit^ 
die  truthy  I  am  refolved  to  run  the  nfiive 
.«C  your  comcmpt|  that  I  may  at  laft  be 

more 


more  defervmg  of  you  :  I  petltapseipore 
myfelf  io  ilic  hazard  of  lofiog  yon  foe 


i^mandt  faif&e,  fmUing;  ii  tlmreiAf 
occaGon  for  your  wifhing  lo  feduce  your 
judge  I   Confide  alone  in  my  tendcrncb, 
AkUfoti'yplir  ileftao&i  it  »  ilai 

"lilMlfi^Vimfri^^fitciitJ  *^  one  vill  be 
ttWe  IngCBttOifs  than  myfelf  in  diving  for 
feafoQs^io  make  you  appear  lefs  guilty; 

t:  •  S  J      .  ....J,  . 
Edmbad,  then  ceitais^f  jus  po  wer,  feat- 
-  ed  hinfelf  by  MalviiwyMdi  iMt  eyes 

wMcU  "wrald  lis  rftflefted  44»lllt'tiitn^ 

aC^ber  expreflive  countejia&ee,  by  the 
whidi  1»  waa  goiiig^  c»  coauna* 
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CHAP.  XIV. 

THB  HISTOftT  OP  LOUISA* 

It  is  now  above  feven 
years  fince  Mrs.  Burton  made  a  journey 
to  London.  As  (he  was  the  only  one  I 
ever  had  to  obferve  my  conduCt,  I  led  a 
diflj^tcd  and  giddy  life^  indulging  in 
c^ery  pleafure  to  excefs,  though  I  waf 
fparcely  nineteen,  and  my  aunt  trembled 
ton  ibe  cpnfequences  this  might  produce 
in  future.  She  confequently  wiihed  me 
ia.attend  on  this  journey,  and  I  ihould 
Jiaye  confented  with  pleafure,  if  Mr.  St. 

.ClAiCy  one  of  my  friends,  had  not  pre- 

.  'f  vailed 


vdM  9poo  m  to  Kiaaift  vHh  liniift 

Edm^urgh,  as  be  was  to  be  married  Ifi  t 
fcv  dajf.  I  tbcrefore  bid  adieu  lo  Mf4t 
fiiifiioiii  iiA4»  ii  iUite^  4me  afier».i»| 
fticpd  prafeiiiul  wft  to  hti  wfSt^ 

Mrs.  St,  Clare  was  then  oF  tbe  hmc  tfe 
nith  myfejfi  and  in  M  tbe  Moooi  of  yoaa 
mil  l»CAat]f  I  flie  plcafcd  im^:m»A  I  CrJ^ 
itfitd  4P  iwkc  bcr  tore  .  Bo snt 
cbiin  a^nft  iEie«.Mftlfiiiai  JlsllHt  t: 
had  no  idea  of  the  virtue  c^f  woman;  I  odf 
thottgbt  tbat  tim  beft  of  ibein  were  tbofi^ 

irbo  ted  dielk#<fi1fimfM  M 
MMTttft'il^KreA  m-liatieT  of  "Bi^  im 
poruticti  thaugbt  fb^tof  friend^  wbedietf 
it  was  myfelf  or  any  other  who  wmM 
lom  with  bis  wife.  However^  Mn.^ 
Ipipp  ^ Hfled  #1  mf  attempts  t  t  fen^ 

lupmmmfhi^  mi 

tfiuJIsribt  fer'tlitiie^  which  I  conSdertfr 
ms  prejudicef  and  wbtcfa  I  ienagtned  woafl 
be  very  eaiy  to  pvctcom.  I  found  ftt: 
^  ,MidMly  ^mMimi^b^  fcriftw^f 


ittfl  fo  faf  fitommy  making  any  nnpreffioii 
Ml  '«hor:heart|  4  was  every  day:  more  dis* 
EmU  from  faeceeding;  and'as  I  loved  her, 
|ir«ffliSed  me  extremely.  -  

t  Al  that  time,  I  was  firmly  perfuaded 
ll^ie  was  not  any  woman  who  had  not 
■omenu  of  weaknefs»  or  any  virtue 
iriiich  would  not  yield  to  perreverance 
Hid -opportunity :  I  therefore  had  not  a 
iMbl^  but  that  if  I  would  take  the  trou- 
I  fiiduld  in  the  end  triumph  ovet 
Mlrs^^St.  Clares  I  had  not  made  the  leaft 
itegKfii  in  gaining  her  afiedion,  when  a 
isw -objeft  created  new  defires  in  my 
fmn.'  Mrs.  St.  Clare  had  fent  for  her 
UIA«!4o  be  with  her.  I  then,  for  the  firft 
Jtmc^  ^Sfni  Louife;  ihe  was  only  -fixteen^ 
bfe^:M8<>eMtifbl,  innocent,  ahd  tender; 
Mir  luge  blue  eyes  exprefled  a  Volup- 
ttMlfhafi  wbiob  her  heart  was  uncon- 
feioot  of^  I  had  only  to  Tpeak,  to  gaiis 
n^sffeftions;  and  fhe  returned  my  love 
lip^OTdially^  that  the  facility  with  which 
i'*^  I  gained 


I  gained  it,  might,  perhaps,  have  cookd 
jpj  ffdori  if  Mrs,  St.  Clare,  untskiy 

Sm^Mn  to  her  CAer,  believing 
coiild  not  rely  opcm  my 
Iwd  not  m^rly  prevented  her  from 
log  to  me-     This  obflacle  imme 

f^-aoimated  all  my  lenderDcfa.— I  fpol 
^  jfwfStd^  I  compliiiiedi  andXoiiifii 
f &M>  fU  «iy  0iir|i-  But  p^WeC  ^ 
^  ^oit  timcn  jexlingulfted  that  irriuu^ 
Clf  the  fenfes^  which  I  had  fairdy  niinalc! 
fo^  Jlpve;  and  I  was  fopn  powerfully  co5- 
f  , 1  never  h^d  Ic^ed  liMiii,  I  l«r 
|ieur  ^  feldomi  -IN  was  eoAfeqttcadf 
llai-med  at  it,  ami  iiQpvtcd  fae^  fe«n  It 
^e.  .  Her  reproaches  fatigued  ne;.  I 
li^quiQied  feeing  her;  Ihe  becadie  defpc^ 
^.'l^^M^i^iA'^^^^^;  &c  made  to 

deeply  repcming  her  weakncfs,  and  tbe 
confequuQes  wbicb  die  fufpc^cd  ^otM 
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The-  Ikftaht  of  her  being  acquainted 
vith  it,  Mrs.  Sr.  Clare  vrote  to  me  with 
dtt  the  indignation  of  unfullied  bonor^  in 
Crddt  to  make'ib<j1)I^(h  foririiy  c6hdu€l; 
^iMilij;  dtii  iht  ohTy  Vaiy  wUich  ^  cofiYd 
t^^i  ftr  ^-'rhe  abtbiute  manner  in' which 
Ae'  ^ptteHA  herfelf,  oflfehded  me  exi 
ISimely,  for  I  was  refolved  not  to  marry 
Sti^^aHy,  andpartici!iIaTl^  a  girl  who  had 
jWlcIdd  to  me  whh  fo  little  reluSahce'} 
wilhed  to  fave  het-  frbm  difboiior, 
witS  9  found  means  to  marry  her  to  sfho- 
&ri-  Mrs.  St.  Glare's  letter  rc^Hfed  m^ 
A'tt  Illation's,  where  I  had  gone  to  pad  a 
Iri^dUys.  -  •  '  ! 

>4.l6fd^  Weft  brook,  a  near  relitioto  of 
^i^o^D,  was  a  batchelor  of  fixty  years 
wkg^i  vtry  rich,  iand  who  haid'promifed 
litt^iaU  ^his  fortune.  He  Had  remained 
lifetkarrleA,  from  his  being  of  fo  chahge* 
Aible  andl  capricious  a  charadisi,  that^W 
-ofevet^  could  meet  with  a  woman  wh^ 
•  M  o     . .   .  ;  pleafed 


m 

Attalmied  .to  Jicc  emsn  Aariiiir.  wT^'^ 

J(new  WAS  moft  agreeable  to^^fd 
]^ok;  aad  I  cpncluded|  b)r  giving  Ha 
i^^f^mated  a  pi6lure  of  the  happmdi 
]i|j|c^fMch,an  evei^  yould  ,fpre^^ 
liU  fiMiMir  iftftfa  thui  ttaitfl 

V         F^'J'  Xf"Jr* 

him  which  I  had  painted;  and  partictt' 
larly  wi|ii  a  propo|al|  which  was  ia iu 

liecoiiiaieading  his  marry ing,  aiHl  by  thfi 
means  dcpriv^my^elf  of  biisf  immehfc  for* 
tunei  wlii^h  was  lo  have  Ken  my  mb<^ 
Mi^  jr^Qy^  ftUcd  my  noble 

be  ppfiiively  ccriahi  that  he  would 
be  happy 4  fiofce  I:  could  Jo  willingly  1^ 
^^rij^all  hii  foftunci  ig  cootribute  to  i'-  j 


:  >'Forflrefled%ith  thi»  idea,- be  l>edattie  ate 
eager  as  I  could  wifh  him,  tO"  be-intrd^ 
duced  to  Louifa.    He  wifhed  to  fet  out 
IkUAediately  (or  J^nbargh,  and  We  no 
Mdmir  arrnrfcdf  thttrer  than  I*  woitSed  on 
JML  St'j  Clare^      kmyW  whdn  he  might 
dM^ntroduced.  I  found  her  alMe:  Louifa 
lAtfd  fct  out  chat  day  for  her  father's  feat; 
-iMlMb.  ^t.  Clare  KfM  to  join  her  in^a 
;4MMt  liine.    I  ntede'  th(»  itioft  of  this  ih^ 
jtliMeii^  and  acquainted  heir  in  the  moft 
.'JleliailCe  and  polite  manner,  that  J  never 
)^ilM  make  Louifa>my  tirife;  and  'inti* 
•meed ' Loird  WeftbrooVs  propofals.  She 
itrjcdcd  them  with  contempt.    She  faid 
4Hi '  I  ifi9  the  perfoii  who  had  Viiined 
•Ldtnfa,  I  was  th6  oniy*one  who  ought  ito 
-flueM  her  from  diflioilor.    That  the  rea* 
•^bh*  wtiSch  I' gave  could'  not  excufe  me, 
extenuate  the  injury  ;  and' the  reparai* 
tilMl  '#fakh  I  had  dared  lo'  offer, '  was 
Jiicilb',  -  defpicaMe^  and  beneath  a  man 
6(  konor.   She! -faid  that  (he  would  never 
defttTcfKlEo  witndfa  her  filler's  being  uiiited 


Igl  MALyill4. 

to  Mother,  when  kti€«  A^iflt^U^ 
atiacbed  to  me.     ,  ,  i 

iDCfeafed  by  the  manner  in  nd^kh  it  wH 
CxprcfTed ;  I  repUed  that  I  never  couid 
love  Louifa  agaiiit  as  flie  poffefled  bui 
little  of  my  efteemi  I  therefore  never 

wmHmtary  bct$  md  9mm^*  f»  ^ 

ftlie»  of  her  iitefi|il|ft0Or,  ^to  eadeavour 
4b  prefs  her  to  atce|H  the  only  refbufce 

which  was  left.  That  I  would  inyfelf 
fpeak  to  Louifa»  4nd  I  >^as  ccn^ia  I 

At  thefe  words^  Mrs.  St.  Clar^  regard- 
ed me  with  a  look  of  the  utmoll  coDtempti 
Aiding,  ai  I  ^ou>d  00 1  prevent  tlie,ftaine, 

her  the  juftice  wImcK, honor  demands} 
you  may  at  leaA  bie  certa^^  that  I  will  fave 
her  from  the  djigir^ce  yoii  intend  her.  I 
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cealfhg  htr  fault  by  a  falGtjr.  I  am  going 
to  ber,  and  will  ufe  my  beft  efforts  to 
firengthen  her  by  all  the  fortitude  I  am 
ttiftrefs  of|  and  we  fhall  fee  whether  you 
^tftn  have  equal  power  over  her  a  fecood 
titaie.-  Finding  Mri.  St.  Clare  fo  refolute^ 
1'  difeoiicintied  my  perfuafions,  for,  ac* 
iifcMding  to  the  principles  which  I  profefied 
wt  that  time,  her*8  onty  appeared  to  me  as 
#omantic  in  the  moft  extravagant  degree : 
f  therefore  made  not  the  leaft  fcruple  of 
#eceiving  her,  and,  to  prevent  her  from 
having  any  influence  over  her  filler,  I  en« 
"gaged  Lord  Weftbrook  to  fet  out  at  the 
fame  time  for  the  feat  of  her  father,  Mr. 
Tranfiiley. 

'  We  travelled  all  night,  and  arrived 
^liere  early  the  next  day.  Happily,  Louifa 
IMS  Hi  her  own  room  when  we  were  intro- 
dutieii  to  her  father,  and  fhe  had  time  to 
KtoVer  her  furprife  prior  to  her  appearing 
before  us.  Though  flie  did  not  make  her 
appearance  till  feveral  hours  had  elapfed 

■'•VOL.  III.  K 


iiftef  our  arrivdj  ye^  on  enfsfjagt  ftc 
^mi^  fo  extremely  fhockcd  and  anoniihcdJ 
.pt  feeing  me,  that  Qie  had  not  ibc  coufaj^J 
t^jpaile  ke$  ey^itigi  uu^  a  rei|,teocei  ^li 
JioM^W^^  wfiM 
ifw,;4elMa^  guilty  blulba  I 

appeared  to  him  tbc  mode  ft  bloom  of  io- 
pocence;  in   tlion,  the  embarrailrnent  | 
,^hich  was  yij&bk  m.|(<^r  counte4ianc£^a§d  J 

ite^^ffd  hb^i    f  mucli,  ibai  .  J 

fcarcely  prevcru  him  from  niaking  pro- 
pofab  immirdiaiely  to  her  father  for  his 
ctmrifiing  daughter   but  th^  ipaftimport^  I 

to  fw^ES(w4        it  th^  I 

fliould  be  alone  mth  hen  I  therefore 
fccretly  cai^veyed  a  npte  into  her  band, 
phtmin  I  mlh^t^d  her  of  pajfticuliff 
^M^eff  to  tiwliiipfjjv^fl 

us  l^otb,  that  I  wilhed  to  have  m  litttfij^ 
verf^tion  with  her  fome  time  that  ni^r, 
and  that  a  nod  of  approbation  waft  to  be 


UiAllf^lf^imA  toher  roMbWd 
te  tenddreft^  oarcffeii^  I  explained 
chre  which  |ifevented  sly  manry  iag 
d  nyinieiiiMiri^f  mtrbdiichig^Lttpd 
tibkJ  lAsfirftyflie  loudly  eitdaifii* 
iHft-me^  and  Ihed  a  torrem  of  tetri; 
calmed  Iter  giid^  and  ihe  aftjlaft 
^  td  acquidfce  firilh  my  reafoii%  Imi 
£rom  my  emreati€«i  ^uid  perbi^ 
irittce  which  I  gave  her  of  feeing 
ry  oftenrwhen  ihie  wa3  m8urried« 

next  day  Mn  Tranfuley)  on  receiv- 
^  p#o|K)lfolr  of  Lord  Weftbropk, 
\ :  by  hii  rank;  and  fortune)  called 
ightef,  arid  -coounandisd  her  to  re« 
the  hand  of  this  gentleman:  he 
ler  reiidy  :to  i^hey  him.  She,  how- 
rilhed:  t<>  waii.ibe:  arrival  of  Mrit 
rti^Md  beriaihiBr  To  far  ooincidec 
firrtitoybhQiyonld  pot  conclude thii; 
MlcifilMbrnung  bef  of  ii.  Byt,  ai 
beared  the  fteady  firmnefs  of  chii 
uid  virtuous  woman  might  deftroy 

X  2  ^ 


m 

Vfho  was  as  much  mcHned  as  I  could  mfk 
to  badeit  the  marriage.  1  tn formed  ber 
Iteihir^ihaff^  feMn  HmmU  known  charter 


f>^hap5^  by  to-morrow,  ^hc  loight  rclin- 
qilllh  the  purfuit  which  he  was  foanxioci 
tQ«eci^|pli&«to^yi  thai  fae  might  tr^ 


that  1  was  a3aaied  by  thfc  moW 
diiintcrcflcd  friendfliip,  as  by  the  ttar* 
riage  of  Lord  Wcftbrook,  I  fhould  be 
deprived  of  all  hiseOate  :  that  I  knew  him 
f^#|kitl^  HI  h0  mttMAH  ibit  if  ite 
^n^Jl^ft  ^anfulcy,  he  never 
marry  at  all  *  and  fearing  he  might  change 
the:  fancy  he  had  taken  to  her  by  one  of 
thofe  fits  of  caprice^  to  which  be  was  fa 

u  he  iiad  1»edli^^^er  in  AdlK^t^^^^  h^ 
itU^mB  M^tcm^laded  itnmediftiely. 


-if/ 
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Thefe  confiderationt  determined  Mr. 
Tranfuley,  and^  yielding  to  my  advice,  as 
well  as  Lord  Weftbrook's,  he  fent  for  his 
lawyer,  and.  the  fettlementft  were  figned 
that  evening,  and  the  next  morning,  at 
eight  o'clock,  his  lordfhip  received  the 
hand  of  Loui(#,- rin  tl^e  chapel  belonging 
io  the  manfion. 


&  8  CHAP« 


TiHE  ceremony  was  but  joA 
ended,  when  Mrs.  St.  Clare  arrived,  it 
is  impoffible  for  me  to  defcribe  either  her 
aftoniftiment,  or  her  grief,  on  finding  het 
Gfter  married.  Tl)e  dreadful  look  which 
(he  direSted  to  me  was  fufficient  to  no- 
derfl?.nd  what  (he  felt;  yet,  as  there 
was  no  recalling  what  was  pafTed,  (he  was' 
obliged  to  diffcmble  her  uneafinefs,  and, 
during  the  reft  of  the  day,  aOumed  the 
appearance  of  tranquillity. 

'  Toward, 
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ds  evening,  Ihe  withdrew  to  her 
th  Louifa;  and  defired  that  I 
How  them.  I  went :  when  I  en* 
found  Louifa  pale,  dejeQed,  and 
/Old  of  their  ufual  luftfe;  (he  ap* 
iling  under  defpair.  Mrs.St.Clare 
liftrefledi  yet  her  countenance 
lated  by  contending  emotions, 
er  eyes  were  fuflFufed  with  tears, 
itly  feized  my  ixand,  and  leading 
uifa :  Behold !  and  contemplate 
1  of  your  perfidy,  (Ke  exclaimed; 
r  inhuman  eyes  on  the  forrowi 
pref$  her.  Behold!  there,  the 
^nteft  between  love  and  duty; 
n  unaffeded,  if  you  can,  at  thofe 
icb  you  have  occafioned.  Sir 
my  fitter  was  innocent,  and  you 
;onored  her ;  fiie  was  open  and 
but  now  your  perfidious  advice 
:mned  her  to  the  dreadful  neces* 
ceiving  the  man  who  this  mom* 
ved  her  vows :  yet  that  is  no| 
to  fatisfy  you,  but  prefuming 
K  4  tin 
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oo  tke  liceniioiis  atcachjneBt  v^fi|  joar 
ipfidioiu  am  bat  inrpiredj  yd«  wUhlD 
embutcr  all  the  reft  of  her  Ufet  W 
^agpng  ker  in  all  the  guUty  ^bdHrpri  of 
adulierott  coimeBion. 

■  \  ■ 

The  iinbapp7  craHttrft  Mifl^frf^ri 
paffioD,  ccafed  to  behold  her  prfape^  ol 
rather  you  have  made  her  cherifli  it;  and 
ihe  has  throiyn  herfelf,  with  joy^  into  w 
abyfs,  when  fhe  thought  you  would  be 
with  her.  But,  fince  I  have  informed 
her,  that  fo  far  from  your  wifliing  to  roio 
yourfelf  on  her  account,  you  had  coil? 
fefled  to  me  that  you  did  not  even  love 
her:  when  I  proved  to  her  that  if  ihe  had 
been  dear  to  you,  nothing  could  have  prc^ 
vented  you  from  marrying  her:  pow  that 
(he  is  convinced  that  it  is  merely  frooi 
indifference  that  you  have  drawn  her  into 
tbisguilty  fnare,  (he  trembles  at  the  lengths 
fhe  has  gone;  and  that  virtue,  which  wal 
9/tarIy  cxtinguifhed,  is  now  re-kindled  in 
her  bofom.   Ah!  you  now  behold  ber 

fliuddcriDg 
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.^kMUering  and  agonifed  ^der  fbe  weight 
]0f  her  remorre ;  (he  is  now  endeavouring 
^  Id  life  faperior  to  her  veaknefi^  and  wUl 
t  ^sfUriever  aUijure  her  guilty  attachment,  i 
f  I  ■  ■  -  . 

1;  V:  Xdnnind^  will  you.  auenpt  tot^revoitf 
4«r  Eafter  having  fullied  iheiweeteft  daya 
dor* unfortunate  creature:  Will  yo% 
fiMxo&lent  to  let  her  enjoy  the  remainder 
||f  iher/^life  in  peace  ? .  Alas  I  I  am  but 
^jQflofcioui.that  neitherimy  advices  her 
^ty^  nor  even  her  virtue^  can  fave  her 
your  feducing  arts;  and  that  if  it  is 
jour  intention,  you  will  yet  complete  her 
flrisu  t'Theceforcy  what  I  have  faid,  is 
^  a^lffo  be  iconftraed  asitfareatSt  but  as  en« 
d  (|W^w  and  pnyeivi  which  I  fervend]^ 
g  aWwfi  iO'you*  I  no  longor  invoke  your 
i^.  l  only  implore  your  pity.  Oh  I 
ia.is :<Bot  as  a  paffionate.  lovetf 
llHtt/^U^dak  lb  yDO,.bdtar  ajnaliiof  honoTf 
AiC^cj^tesiand  thisf  asf.a;iaYDni^  for  my^ 
flfte^i  4inrakiyfiyoa  harenever  evinced 
one  or  the  otheri  by  her* 

K  5  B>^\ 


'  But,  if  every  (en^tMni  of  huminitf 
is  not  totally  excin£t  in  your  heart,  yoit 
i%fill  permit  yobrfclf  to  be  touched  by  the 
0f^^f  in  mhvck  piu  beftdlii  lit!^  MoA  kf 
^  fiumiltation  which  I  have  fubtntctect 
to  on  Ikt  account.  As  Mrs.  St,  Clare 
concluded  thefe  wordS|  Oie  fell  ai 
|t^;  X  hftftily  nifed  fiisr,  wiih 
WiiA  Vefpea^i  Theiiglil  wa  raifher  hurt 
kn'  heetrihg  het  aeenfe  me  of  wantiig 

!)ohor;rtMi#M^ 

Voil«  lh{>p«tMd^  my  amiable  friend,  to  be 
convinced  by  the  reafbns  which  I  aiEg&* 
cdj  and  which  prevented  my  marryif^ 
you  9  alfa  af  'the  fupeiSd^ jiAwitagei  a]> 
tached  tD'-||<w  Weft^ 
brook,  I  thefcfore  canaot  imagloe  htM 
Mrs^  St.  Clare  can  bafve  induced  yoU  t0 
change  your  opinion  in  this  refpeB--* 
Wbitorer  St  mt^,  be^  yet^  if  f^^f^ 
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me  gviltyi  I  will  not  pretend  to  vihdi* 
Ctte  myielf. 

Your  peace  requires  that  I  fhould  never 
fee  you  more. — I  will  to-morrow  leave 
ibis  place.  Do  you  exa6i  any  more  from 
tBic  ?  faid  I,  to  Mrs.  St.  Clare.  Yes,  Ihe 
replied,  it  is  neceflary  that  you  (hould 
promife  on  your  honor,  carefully  to  avoid 
every  place  where  you  are  likely  to  meet 
my  fifter ;  and  that  you  will  never  betray, 
iby  a  word  or  look,  the  flighteft  fufpicioni 
of  the  fatal  connexion  which  has  exilled 
between  you* 

I  Z  Ibadl  not  fee  her  any  more,  replied  I, 
liaog^ly;  therefore,  why  do  you  think 
it  neceflary  to  caution  me  in  this  manner? 
X'  ^fy  any  woman,  who  has  had  an  affec- 
^OB  for  me,  ever  to  have  reafon  to  com* 
of  my  re£iitude  and  honor,  in  that 
R^po^  And  is  it  here  that  you  dare  to 
pake  that  bold  aflertion  ?  faid  Mrs.  St» 
£^|lire|  raifing  her  hands  with  contempt* 
k6  Oh  I 
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fiAmngi  donat  thus  defpife  my  Edmoadt 
'  ind  recalled,  ihat  if  he  has  tiot  thought 
Weydtlby  ipf  facrificing  his  liberty  for 
my  fake,  at  leafl  he  has  made  nie  one  of 
^ji  ijQvnienfe  fortuac,  I  know  it,  repUol 
|||%.-$ti  Cl4W;4lai0lft,'  aild«tlI<tw,  that 
tliii|Mn«^ifftwicest  Edinoiid  polfcflirt  a 
gteklM^^S^txom  foul ;  Tor  if  be  had  not| 
bow  could  he  have  feduced  you?  But 
\h^y  are  ev^ .  oipre  pemkki4j£. 

makes  of  Ihcm ;  they  almoft 
batcfuK  But  from  henceforth  all  dis- 
paics  of  the  kind  will  be  ufclers.  We 
have  Doihiug  more  to  fay,  Kdmond  ^  thani 
tliiif  ydii  viH  depaft  m  &mi  aa  fio^ikt 
Go,  fly  to  that  brilliant  vorld,  v0mfti 
deceitful  pleafures  will  fooo  obliterates 
from  your  mind,  the  remembrance  of  one 
fprrows — Though  I  bape  it. may  aot  al« 
ways  have  the  power  of  fupprefling  y<^W 
remorfe.   Adieu;  and  may  this  momeai 

be 
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be  the  laft  in  yahich  I  behold  ypu  to- 
gether. 

I  left  them,  and  the  next  day,  after  ta« 
icing  leave  of  Mr.  Tranfuley  and  Lord 
Wcftbrook,  I  fet  out  for  London,  to 
join  Mrs.  Burton,  where  I  pafled  feve- 
rai  months  in  the  moft  brilliant  circles^ 
and  was  fa  well  received  by  the  moft 
gmiable  women,  that  I  very  foon  forgot 
that  Lpuifa  exifted.  Towards  the  end 
of  the  autumn,  my  aunt  propofed  my  ac* 
companying  her  to  Bath ;  as  it  was  the 
feafon  when  all  perfons  of  rank  reforted 
to  that  place.  I  therefore  eagerly  ac« 
fcpted  her  offer;  for  at  that  time,  my 
dear  Malvina,  I  was  fo  profligate,  ih^% 
any  thing  which  gave  the  idea  of  novelty 
and  diflSpation,  appeared  to  me  the  only^ 
leal  enjoyment  of  life.  I  did  not  then' 
know  ib^tdiflipation  was  to  be  found  every 
wlwrevbut  felicity  only  in  one  place, 
Ify  heart  was  then  a  ftranger  to  love^  and 

ever 
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ever  would  have  con  turned  fQ|  had  1 M 
4>chcldMalviMl  "  ^^-^ 

*Ob\  £dmond|  ttid  ffici  yoti  cancaWy 
read  my  heart;  and  there  behold  ihat 
th€  affeftion  wiih  which  Malvina  has  in- 
fpifcd  you,  abfolvtft  you  agaiaft  her  ifi 
icwn  fome  of  your  vices*  Jim  com 
i  yiHit'  recital^  and  inform  mc  in  what  maik 
ipc  4ik  interefting  Louifa  proceeded; 

On  my  arrival  at  Bath,  continued  Sir 
Edmond;  I  was  informed  that  Lord 
Wefthrook  was  there,  with  his  young 
wife.  This  diftrefled  me  greatly,  yet 
I  did  not  think  their  being  there  ougbt 
to  oblige  me  to  quit  Bath.  That  I  migbt 
keep  my  promife  inviolable,  I  deter- 
mined  to  fee  Louifa  as  feldom  as  pollihie; 
and  not  at  all,  if  I  covild  nrltSt  ji^Jitateft 
avoid  it.  But  I  was^Wt  Up^ 
execute  my  plan  m  I  If^hlM  Mhp 


:bii,  mho  wa«  ignorant  of  my  con- 
ion  with  Lady  Weftbrook,  afked  me 
[tend  her  on  a  vifit  to  her ;  and  as  I 
lio  plaufible  cxcufe  for  my  declining 
was  ncceffitated  to  accompany  hen 

s  Louifa  had  heard  of  my  arrival  m 
,  the  therefore  expefted  to  fee  me; 
:he  agitation  ihe  erinced  at  my  en* 
:e,  gave  an  animation  and  brilliancy 
ieir  complexidn,  and  a  vivacity  and 
c  to  her  manners,  which  I  had  never 
re  obferved,  and  which  rendered  her 
nnely  alluring.  She  particularly 
ded  fpeaking  to  me^  and  a0e€ted  t<i 
me  with  marked  indifference;  yet  I 
1  very  eafily  fee  that  this  behaviour 
iibt  afiumed  without  dn  effort ;  that 
iTCtained  her  affeftion. 

regkr^ed  her  more  atttentively ;  and 
ii^cT  had  appeared  to'  poCfefs  fd 
rGtb]rm^«  She  was  grown  ullert'  (he 
Bdiis  aflittirtnce  in'h   air;  hef  todi« 


tcnance  h^d  more  exprelBoi)}  and  btr 
.CQQfpkJaoti  appeared  more  biilU ant.  Be- 

wlitch  gave  l^r  ^^.^iitpivli  vbic^  I  could 
nqi  rcfia.  I  mc;t  her  4t^j|U  ihc  public 
places^  where  flic  excited  uni^'erfal  aticn- 
tion.   1  fregii«(H^y  ^"<^^  i^tr,  aiid 

Hill       JiiH^^i^  Jite  part^^  whidj 

tfww'^iny^       pw?*?^^^^R^^y  of  being 

PQre  affe£lipnaLC}  #5?^^  ^  wca  k  th  an  e  ven^ 
forgot  every  duty  for  my  lake,  and  gar? 
me  all  tbofe  rights,  which  bc^r  union  bad 
deprived  mc  of. 

You  condemn  me  fevercly,  Malvjpa; 
I  can  eafily  read  in  yoijr  eyes  ^he  ipdig^ 
nation  which  my  condufl  iqrpiref;  bu| 
how  much  more  blameable  will  you 
thinJc.mci  when  I  inform  you^  that  it  ifas 
neither  from  ^ny  love  which  I  fyilt  for 
Louifa,  nor  from  any  m^reft  which  ibe^ 
inipir^4i  bu^  thf         Vj^iity  of  daring^ 

to 
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:ak  my  promife.  I  certainly  could 
refifted  the  Mi^ifhes,  whicb  Louifa's 
as  had  re-kindled;  but  as  (he 
fed  mod  of  the  women  in  Bath ;  and 
e  men  boafled  of  her  difcretion,  and 
ilainedofher  indifference;  that  was 
Lent  for  me,  and  the  pride  of  triumph* 
n  the  eyes  of  every  one,  oblitCT 
every  other  confideration.  Our 
^^ion  Ififted  fpme  time;  and  thQ 
jence  Lord  Weftbrook  repofed  U| 
removed  every  obftaclel 

egan  to  be  ferioufly  dilgufted,  when 
Imirer  pf  Louifa's,  whom  ibe  bad 
td  with  fome  fe verity,  found  out  her 
11^  and  developed  our  intrigue  j| 
iminediately  acquainted  l^erlord.pf 
ie  pretended  to  difbelieve  this  tale,| 
ver,  he  wifhed  to  afeertain  the  fa£l 
;lf;  ai)d  as  his  extreme  confidence 
3a4e  us  negleflful  of  every  precau- 
it  .was  very  eafy  for  him  to  furp^jHE^ 
I  cannot  defcribe  the  exccfs  of  ^if 


mi6  «A^/ttA« 

vABtomint'  Hii  tlie  mom  infupportabki 
and  he  was  detertdned  lo  pnblidy  ^ 
venge  bimlelf. 


in  t 


l^mfical  difpofitiott,  wbich  was  tbe 

tonrpicuouifeatur<f  in  hh  chariSefj 
rage  turned  almod  ciuirely  on  hisifi 
and  fufipFftl&iig:  hb^fury  fur  tbe  ^ttit^ 

a  divorce    from  Lady  Weft  brook, 
fti^pbrt  before  a  court  of  jufticc^  iha^' 
was  the  father  of  the  child,  with  wbicl> 

iAh  his  former^  ftritiMifiiip  fot  aici 
tKat  I  {hou Id  became  heir  to  all  imfsf^ 

atid  endeavoured  to  turn  all  his  angef 
upon  myfclf j  by  afTurinc^  fiini,  L^if 
Weflbrook  had  for  a  long  time  baca  4cd 

^l^K  ^  HI 
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Dtrfaties;  and  that  I  had  ufed 
offible  artifice  to  feduce  hen-— 
t  would  have  been  yet  innocenty 
1  not  made  ufe  of  violence  to 
over  her.  That  I  was  incapable 
ling  what  he  required  of  me;  for 
moment  of  wteknefs  whith  I  had 
i  her*  in,  was  the  only  one  (he 
eproach  herfelf  with— That  tho 
rich  fhe  was  going  to  bring  into 
d,  was  as  likely  to  be  hift|  and. 
tfitlf  muft  be  his  only  heir. 

adid'  not  give  me  time  to  finiflit 
ftiipting  riie  with  fury,  he  faid 
i  wiflied  to  deceive  him,  I  Ihould: 
Kter  inftruded  my  infamous  iacs 
for  ihe  had  not  ddhied  her 
ui  adultery  to  him;  and  that  .1 
t  lead  have  defired  her  to  conjceal^ 
was  difhonorcd,  when  you. had 
dy  to  engage  me  to  give  her  my 
I  frightened  Lonifa  by  my  me«i 
tod*  the  weak  and  guilty  creature 


fg^jon  commenced  with  her|  and  y09 
may  reft  aQure^fl  t|k|^  I„«riU  never  mcl^vf 
kdge  ibe  iiif«QV>«irfr^|     your  ^0 

jllA  y^U,  l^aOtft  me  in  my  reve9ge>4M 

1  will  forgive  all  you  liave  dorve<  1  bavi 
W.otiwar  wunefs  of  J^ouira^;  crime;  ferv4 


IfaoyMhcrbirt  youi&Jt  I  J^ilyij»» 

fv.cred,  had  chircd  to  make  me  fiich  a  ipro* 

Vif  fword;  bitf  ^aI  Uijiirf #  ytM 

Jcri  4ar  ' jbur^^agc,  I  decline  lo  punili 
you,  as  I  other  wife  would  the  iiifolcBCC 
of  a  demand,  wbich  ioGjiuates,  that  yp^ 
ibkilLmo  capftblfeiif  fi&fliao^riag  my  name 

^mm^  -  Do  not  feftr  tbM  I  t^ttl  A|il4l 
ibii  iwvpofal  a  third  time^  replied  Hi 
hiidAi^  vUb  a  gloomy  Cftlouic&p  I  b^^^ 

,,-1*4  IKJlf 
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»w  doife  vith  yotr.  But  fince  you  re- 
ft  to  oblige  snf  9  by  joining  in  a  public 
ial;  promife  me  at  lead  that  you  "will 
iry  this  infamous  affair  in  oblivion  ? 

I  promifed  with  an  oath:  when  I  in 
turh,  wilhed  him  to  treat  his  wife  with 
ittdenef^,  and  generofity.  He  prciOTcd 
ylhand.with  a  convuHive  embtion):fay- 
g.'in  a  terrible  voice,  accompanied  with 
frightful  fmile,  that  I  need  be  under  no 
f^rehenlion  for  Louifa's  fate.  That  he 
IS  convinced,  by  the  facrifice  I  made 
r;  her,  how  very  dear  (he  was  to  me; 
d  thftt  in  a  little  time  I  fliould  have  no- 
jiig  to  fear  on  her  account.  I  defired 
hi  to  elucidate  his  meaning  ?  He  re« 
iied^  he  had  no  other  explanation  to 

Jk^  l  obferved  that  all  my  folicitudct 
fpcAiDg  Louifa,  only  appeared  to  irri** 
ifB:  liiiii|  I  remained  iitent;  he  then  left 
t}ie  next:  day  1  heard  that  he  had 


ftt  out  ill  llie  ntght,  wiila  bis  w%i  lot  ^  | 
diftant  eftate  ^hich  he  ^poOeflcd  in  Ncir-| 
tiiimiberliiid* 

^   tlib  id«eiitiif^  iiepgtWeA  m  for 
ral  day%  fo  much|  tfalat  I  fdf^C 
pleafurc.    Mrs*  Burton,  who  had 
a  faint  rumour  of  my  inlrigue  with  Li^f 
Weftbrook,  fancied  1  was  dtart^elli 

me,  file  propofed  i  o\xt  telntliilig 

don.    1  confcnted,  and  I  confefs  to 
fhamey  ihaC  I  wa^  not  long  in  that  cZ\ 
before  I  foon  Itrfl  every  recollc.Sio** 
Lnuifii^  I1piB^ll!id<#y;f€^ 

refufed  to  accompany  f|ty:^nt  whcfi 
wiQied  to  reiurn  to  Editlfcurgh.  I  ^ 
knowledge  I  felt  a  fecrei  joy  on 
hm  MpwL.  Wrni  ilLOii^h  I  'never 
mi  tied  very  qUieily  to  her  cocnmai 
yc^  flie  was  the  only  check  which  co^^ 
tOKrrupt  rac  in  my  oaiccr ;  and  1  U'i^^ 
fooiier«reU«V€4  hom  her  prefencCf 
t  .  Iidigi 
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led  xnyfelf,  without  referve,  to  all 
icentious  pleafures,  which  wild 
governable  yoi^th  calls  happinefs. 
ich|When  the  heart  is  really  touch- 
regrets  ever  having  known;  and 
xr  remember  with  contempt. 

Malvinay  deign  to  draw  a  veil 
his  difhonorable,  fhameful  part 
life— That  your  chafte  looks  may 
om,  and  your  pure  thoughts  ne- 
rell  on  fuch  fcencs.  Be  aflurpd, 
ifcnlible  beings,  who  confume  life  in 
•fuit  of  grofs  and  voluptuous  plea- 
efcrvc  more  pity  than  auger ;  for  by 
ig  themfelves  to  the  gratification  of 
ifos,  they  leave  nothing  for  the 
and  there  remains  a  void,  which 
r  numerous  enjoyments  can  never 
Their  licentioufnefs  by  degrading 
Icprives  them  of  the   power  of 

without  their  wifhing  it. — Men- 
rmented,  by  the  idea  of  their  de- 
OOS)  and  their  noble  origin ;  they 

would 


would  wifh  to  be  Icfs  lhan  men,  that  ihj 
nnglu  be  freed  from  ihcir  own  coiifd- 
ei^ccs;  and  plunge  withaui  redraini  or 
Ittinorfei  inici  iS^ii  vilfte^€3ife«tlbi,  ^ 
tli'irainy  for  ihcy  cannot  exungoifh  that 
fpark 'which  will  ever  live  in  ihcirbo- 
foms,  to  their  latcft  hour;  they  feel 
ihofe  fenfations  withmi  which  purfuci 

f^^^W  them!  " 

Oh !  Malvina,  my  bcnefaartfs, 
my  friend;  without  yoa,  fuch  had  bun 
my  fate^^ilhoii^  you^  my  htktt  wonU 
e/cr  !:avc  icmained  a  ft  ranger  to  love* 
It  wo.jld  never  have  known  that  faprcme 
felicity  of  partaking  in  the  virtuous  iatcr- 
change  of  mutual  &htimiK0fs*  tt  i%  yon 
wlc»  'ia¥<f  il^^  tuie  from  rub;  andhil 
you 3  whom  1  alone  contetnplate,  as  t^ 
obje£t  of  my  rnoft  fervent  love,  as  tfc^j 
mofl  perfeft  of  creatures.  I  ought  ft> 
adore  youj  at  ont  to  ^faom  I  am  more 

Hi 


only  gave  me  life;  but  you  have 
n  me  happinefs:  and  a  defire  to 
t  it.  In  fpeaking  thus,  Edmond 
id  his  face  upon  Malvina*s  hands^ 
Ing  them  with  his  tears. 

le  loolced  at  him  in  filence,  with  fuch 
ok! — ^it  fpoke  volumes.  After  a 
Sir  Edmond  continued  his  narra- 
I  had  been  invited  to  a  fuperb  cn- 
inment,  given  by  the  Duchefs  of 
rborough.  This  lady  fo  much  ccle- 
:d,  and  fo  handfome,  eafily  enflamed 
paffions  of  a  man^  who  was  only  de« 
ed  with  novelty.  At  fupper,  I  was 
id  next  herfelf;  I  entertained  her  in 
pers — I  faw  that  fhe  pretended  to  be 
led ;  and  defirous  of  gaining  an  at« 
nent,  which  I  did  not  feel;  and! 
aw  the  moment  when  her  coquetry 
d  crown  ail  my  i^fiies, 

c  that  inflam,  I  heard  fome  perfon 
01?,  name  Lady  Weftbrook.  At 
III.  L  iVv\% 


1^  m|(  iijsMd*  litvoliipu^  and 
Ai|fittine4wiib  feartim  rhuciog  f^cwftfyf^ 
^bat  Ihe  was  dead.  The  particular^  tb«gr 
giivc  of  this  fatal  eveat^  too  qertftinly  can* 
firmed  it.  F^ef^  «h^l  j^^^if^Q^  :l  becww 
Inienfilite  In  tlie  pk&fmvs  vHch  fur* 

i^trtlUng  attentions  of  the  tender  dacbeFs. 
It  was  not  that  I  loved  Loiiifa-,  but  the 
idea  of  having  bUghted  (bis -fair  •  Qower  xb 
lier  early  Uoonir;,  ^rid  4iav4ng  comribute4 
to  a  pt emaCih^  death ;  pccs^fioned  mfi,  in- 
finite regret  and  relnorre.  I^iOadoa  badi 
no  longer  «ny  diffipaiioiM  vbich  coiild 
anrnfe  tny  miod^  and  I  rdftermipcd  Co 
leave  it 

As  I  had  to  pii£s  tbroQgb  Nortkumber'- 
land,  in  my  way  to  Sootfoad the 
of  knowing  the  particulars  of  ih^  4^91^ 
of  the  unfortunate  LouiCcis  ^ctcrwmd 
me  to  pafs  near  the  eftate  which  (he  had 
inhabrtedi  in  that  CQunty^iand  vlicfip  I 
was  informed  flic  had^edn  ^  I^^9P<>ff4 

/a  .1  f^O 


ta*  Tpend  a.  day  there,  in  cafe  x>f  Lord 
Weftbrook's  abfcnce;  after  leaving  my 
chaife  at  Durham,  which  was  the  nearefl: 
aty    to   WeAbrook-halli  [and  where 
JLoui&    was  the  objed  of  uaiverfal 
xegret.    I  went  on  £oot  to  the  caAle, 
the  road  which  led  to  it  was  intricate; 
J  had  alfo  to  crofs  high  and  gloomy 
mountains^  and  the  road  paifed  round  in 
aieipeDthie  dire£lion,  through  dry  brufh- 
wood;  a  thick  fog  coming  on,  rendered 
the  way  fiill  more  difficult— and  J  loft 
my  path.    I  walked  fome  time  without 
feeing  the  veftige  of  any  human  dwelling. 
All  appeared  uncultivated  and  wild.  To- 
wards evening,  the  fog  being  a  little  dis- 
pcrfed,  I  efpied  a  village  at  fome  diftance, 
and  I  endeavoured  to  find  a  road  .that 
would  lead  me  toit^  when  crofling  fome 
wild  broom,  which  covered  the  moun- 
lUMf  I  perceived  a  woman  at  fome 
fiianae»  who  appeared  very  well  ilres- 
bd;  and  ihe  was  endeavouring  with 
Ifparrat  difficulty,  to  reach  a  cottage^ 
L  a  wUcVi 


Mii'ch  iru  qdte'by'Urelf,  at  fotaedi^ 

ineaeel 

.  ■■   

The  fono  of  ilib  jperfon  agittt^  me  b 
'  'ft  Verf  CngolM  mtttnerV  aiid  I  fancied 
»it  was  Mrs.  St.  Clare.    I  was  tortured  by 

■doubt,  and  immediately  ffew  after  Mr.  I 
foon  reached  her,  and  the  noife  of  nif 

•"bled,  and  uttered  a  feairfiil  exclaitaaltdi 

Then  faid^  Ah!  my  God,  what  fatal 
power  u  it  which  leads  this  inferaal  mai^ 

Mt%,  &h  Clare,  I  repilied,  whb  an  agi* 
latiow  Vrhich  fcarcely  allowed  me  tk 
{lower  of  fpeeoh;  I  was  going  to  Wefl- 
Jn^lt  li&llfa  prey^  td^lllft  iM  poignant 
Alik>rref  tte  4^  4tl^^&^^  tears 
'over  the  tomb  of  Louifaj  which  her  death 
has  caufed  to  flow.  I  have  loft  my  way ^ 
I  am  but  too  happy  in  meeiiDg  with  yo\i' 
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penetrated  my  foul,  that  Louifa  ftill 
is.    N09  no,  no,  faid  Mrs.  St.  Clare^ 
I  a  hurried  v^ice^  looking  round  her , 
I  terror. 

^o  not  conceal  any  thing  from  me,  re-» 
d  I,  in  a  determined  voice ;  the  fecret 
ally  interefts  me  as  yourfelf,and  I  muft 
wit;  I  will  difcover  it  whether  you 
I  it  or  not.  I  have  a  prefentiment,  that 
all  find  in  that  low  and  folitary  cot* 
r,  the  information  which  you  refufe 
ive  me;  I  ihall  therefore haften  there, 
p,  ftop,  faid  ihe ;  endeavouring  to  de- 
I  me,  and  letting  my  arm  drop  :  fiie 
tinned;  well,  go  cruel  man,  and 
;roy  all  I  have  done ;  but  do  not  hope 
:  you  (hall  ever  return  your  vi£iint 
in,  into  the  tyrannical  power  of  the« 
I  you  forced  her  to  marry.  •Your 
ti  is  to  hurry  her  to  the  tomb,  from 
ch  I  have  by  little  lefs  than  a  miracle^ 
td  her,  from  being  immured  alive. 

L  3  No^ 


kt  het ;  I  ^rnT  falfjftcd  to  hear  that  ftie  yet 
exift  ^.  Oh  !  my  dear  Mrs.  St.  Clare,  is 
it  you  who  have  faved  her  f  It  is  yaa  to 
lAom  t  icn  litiitebt«i}  Ibr  Sk^fUg  roe 
ifcc  terrors  of  fcA*«  repentance :  bk 
0  thoufand  times  bFeffed may  yoa  be;  my 
kind  guardiao  angcL  Leave  rnc — leave 
ffiCi  Ihc  replied;  your  benedictioni 
^A  vSt.  1  ftaU  tKtsMt  m 

dcnce  which  has  faved  your  batbarcKti 
heart  from  the  compunf Hon  toll  ptfiBtil^ 
%hich  I  wifticd  it  to  fc^U  ^A^^m 

*  Deaf  Mr  J,  St.  Cfare,  faid  why  fir 
much  angcf  and  vehemence;  are  the  Fraft* 
tics  of  loye  fuch  a  heinoui  crime  in  tfre 
€fe$  df  Virffrt  ?  v  No,  replied  §ktf  ^isif 

dear  objcft  of  tAy  regtrd,,  ami  eeitdetdff 
indulgence.    But  yon,  who  are  ever  fa? 
fcniiblc;  v4io  have  never  felt  love,  ba^  i 
behaved  with  fa  niiiiieiiiiidijfejc0ce|  ast&  1 


5rate  every  daty.  Yon  ^feo  from 
eive  of  the  moft  fordid  and  infamous 
ift,  of  which  I  believed  you  incapa- 
II  now ;  have  expofed  her  fraiky  to 
tufband* 

iiat  a  deteftable  falfehood,  and  fcan* 
is  flatider^  replied  I,  with  warmth; 
ha;»  dared  tg  Aigmatife  me  with  fo 
ble  an  afperfion  ?  Lord  Wcftbrook 
3l&"fe(ilikd'  Mrs.  St,  Ckre;  and 
{h  fuiah  a.pvobeediiig  appeared  to  me 
at)!  .toi  yovit  ihara£ter;  yet,  I  am 
siiaiq  whether  at  is  ]not  ao  atrocity 
!i  I  ought-tor  hiEtve  expc£led  from  you« 
1  related  aH  that  had  paffed  between 
irdfliip  and  myfelf.  I  acknowledge^ 
eplied,  that  the  account  you  have 
1^  appears  more  credible  than  that 
\i  I  have  heard.  But  whether  you 
uilty  or  not  of  the  bafenefs  which  is 
ted  to  you,  neither  my  contempt  or 
;e  can  be  increafed.  Yes,  Edmond, 
ft  fay,  I  hate  you ;  as  the  deflroyer 
L4 


114  VALVll^A* 

of  n^y  JLou  ill.  ;^jyou  have  embittered  tlic 
remaiodcr  of  my  life.  I  candidly  confefs, 
ilM^rriip^cd  h\hAi  J^^^tetvt^li  from  you, 

or  excure  my  coodud;  the  oaly. favour  I 
iatreat  of  you  ts  to  inform  me  of  tbe 
pBtUcuUrs  of  this  fatal  aSiir  concerzujig 
and  iboa  I  will  fm*  evir  ocil^ 
]|||Kf^       Sk^  lm^  fight  mi4  y i 

4  As  fooD  as  her  lord  had  brougbi  |ti 

y retched  wife  to  this  place*  faid  Mr^.  St. 
GUre^  fpeaking  very  fafl;,  as  i£]iriiQuDg  t0 

Cpnfinedber  in  a  lonefome  tower!of  ihc 
caftkf.  where  «he  declared  fhe  fhotild  it- 
matafbr  Ufc^  that  Ihe  jiever  ihould  be- 
Jij^dibe  ehijy^fJE^f^hflfdi  fhmyf^  gqing^m 

prlirM  ffsm^  cmS^  ^ac^1lg.o^^hl^iig  Jooki 

any  of  ihofc-fricnd^  whom  fhe  mofl  valued. 
Thefe  dreadful  threats  drove  Louifa  to 
i^efpair,  aud  funk^fecrijitto  jfp, gloomy, a 
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power  of  ufing  the  means  of  fupporling 
lier  lot,  or  letting  me  hear  from  her, 

I  was  then  ignorant  of  what  had  become 
of  her.  I  wrote  to  Bath,  in  vain.  I  en- 
quired in  Edinburgh  of  all  thofe  perfons 
-who  were  acquainted  with  Lord  Weft- 
brook;  alfo  of  his  fcrvants;  but  every 
"one  was  dumb  when  I  mentioned  Louifa. 
At  laft,  by  my  unremitting  endeavours,  I 
gained  the  information  of  her  being  in 
'Northumberland. — I  immediately  fet  out. 
—On  my  arrival,  my  Lord  appeared  very 
nuch  furprifed  on  feeing  me,  and  re- 
ceived roe  in  the  moft  cool  and  difagree. 
mble  manner*  As  I  was  determined  to 
difregard  this  behaviour,  I  would  not 
appear  ^o  obferve  it,  as  my  anxiety  for 
Louifa  was  fa  extreme,  and  my  only  wifli 
uraa  to  fee  her:  I  therefore  would  not 
pennic  myfelf  to  be  the  leaft  frightened 
at  his  menacing  looks;  and  my  fervent 
friendfhip  at  laft  prevailed,  and  I  was 
introduced,  to  my  unfortunate  &fter... 

L  5  On 


On  enterkig  ibe  dreadful  a[ 
ahem  fie  m  mmotA^  |r  iHiifeMi 

Lord  Weftb  rook  perceivcclwy  terror^  aed 
tooktfig  at  me  wth  a  gloomy  cotinienancfi 
faic! — take  particular  notice  of  thi$  aff- 
It^m;  ilia  v$hcrc  this  iftfamaiu  creatine^ 
Kit  licQiiYeil  mcr  tMi  hencefonk 
:ltf«and  die  ^  and  if  I  have  peraiitMlyfll 
to  enter  itj  it  is  only  tlim  your  can  nuf 
prcfcrve  and  prevent  her  from  dytftg; 
^ipme^       ^ Ibe  , defi^veft  tqh  do» 

have  time  fuffieiaat  to  repent  of  hci 

crimes..  You  may  continue  uiih  her  tiO 
her  confinement,  at  which  time  I  ftitt 
kave  this  place  for  ^  fliort  period  j  ani 

ipb^M  iler  ipitti  rftnd  aUb  the  inftiiMft 

froit  of  her  difiionor  fhall  he  for  c?t* 
deprived  of  her  carcflcs*  It  fliall  live  t# 
be  a  ftigma  to  iu  mother,  butyott  fliatl 
neither  of  you  ever  know     future  fate. 


On.  concl^ing  thefe  ooenaeing  and  te^ 

rific 


^wifSc  watAj  he  left  us,  and  I  heard  him 
Ibck  the  heavy  door»  of  our  prifon  after 
:ftatn.  I  threw  myfeif  into  the  arms  of 
my  filler,  and  we  mingled,  our  tears  to- 
'Hi^ther;  but  thefe  were  tears  which  could 
afford  us  no  relief  in  our  painful  fitua-^ 
tion.  I  refleBed  upon  all  the  mod  pro^ 
•^bable  means  I  could  poflfibly  devife  to 
favc  her.  I  was  confcious  it  would  be  a 
ttfelefs  attempt  to  make  any  application 
M  my  father;  I  knew  toa  well  how  very 
tenacious  he  was^  and  alfo  his  ftriflnefs 
-md  immoveable  fe verity  with  regard  to 
every  thing  relative  to  morals  and  bc- 
kaviour;  and,  confequently,  if  he  had 
htcn  ioformed  of  my  fifter*s  imprudence^. 
1m  would  have  been  more  liable  to  in* 
«re^fe  the  anger  of  Lord '  Weftbrook 
•gainft  her,  than- extenuate  it.  Yet,  I  was 
a  prifoDer,  and  deprived  of  communis 
^atioi^with  anyperfon  whatever^ 

At  laft,  his  Lordfhip  left  the  caftTe. 
This  cifcumfiance,  added  to  my  arrival, 
L  6  afforded 


«ffimied  Jny  fiften  ib  much  pleafure^  ihtf 
Mmim0lmA.f^  her  ftregmncjr* 

fibeiWtt  chererore  lakea  vcjy  fiiddeiily^; 

andf  fioiwithflandtng  the  dread fu)  injunc* 
lions  of  her  hulfaand  lo  keep  us  ftriflly 
s£OiiBne4  froai  all  iiucrcouric  wiih  any 
4be  bmfebold,  yqi  ibejr  cotiM  oot  refiifc 
fcAililig  for  a  medical  man ;  whom,  on  III 
entrance^  I  obfervcd  vith  panicular  il-j 
lention*    He  appeared  to  be  modeft,  fell- 1 
fible,  and  wofihy.  X  theri^m  myptrf . 
mf  "hem 

with  Louifa's  fituaiioci  frnd  dcAiny^  and 
conjured  him  to  afBd  mer  if  poflSblCf  ti 
faving  her  from  fuch  a  wretched  fate^ 
.fe£led|  even  to  tears,  at  her  mlsfcutiiiiab 

.Aiy  wifhcs;  in  confcquence  of  which, 
^hea  he  went  down,  he  declared  thai 
Lady  W^ftbrook  was  in  the  grea^eft  dao- 
gef,  mA  thu  he  did  m$^^bMkAt  m^ 
furvive.   Thi^  account  ireiy  tnjlcb  a)inQ- 
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from  that  hoar  they  began  to  relax  in  their 
vigilance,  I.  vas  therefore  pernpitted  to 
go  and  icome  whenever  I  pleafed;  and  by 
that  means  I  made  all  the  arrangements, 
and  fettled  every  thing  which  I  could 
Vi4i9.0r  .was  peceflary  to  the  plan  which 
1  had  determined  upon.  I  procured  a 
ye^ry  ho^eft  and  good  woman  as  a  nurfe^ 
whom  I  fecretly  engaged  in  my  intereft| 
and  who  is  the  owner  of  that  cottage  you 
fee  there. 

f  As  foon  as  Louifa  was  capable  of  heing 
removed  without  danger,  our  good  doc* 
tor  gave  out  that  (he  was  paft  all  re- 
covery,  and  that  it  wa^  neceflaicy  he  fiiould 
pafs  the  night  with  me  and  the  nurfe,  as 
be  could  not  think  of  leaving  her  in  the 
agonies  of  death.  This  was  the  oppor- 
tunity fixed  upon  for  fending  her  away 
vith  her  infant.  A  chaife,  which  the 
doBor  had  procured,  and  was  ready  at  the 
park  gate,  carried  her  to  the  afylum 
vhjch  flie  now  inhabits,  and  a  figure, 

which 


wWch  vrc  iretTed  for  that  piitpofr,  re* 
i^ced  Loaiia  in  her  beiL  Tbe  next 
itoDraiftg^tny  fi^r'f  <Miit&  #ss  reported  m 

itoc  i^ai  I  infiRed  upon  bchig  pcrmiffeJ 
^nylt'If  to  place  her  in  her  coffin  ;  in  cotf** 
fkqucncc  al  wIticH  I  did  as  I  fleifi4 

As  foonas  I  hadfulBUed  the  laft  duiiei 
tile  fupl^rifcd  remains  of  Itejr  fiflcr^  I 

to  my  dear  t3iftii!lt»^  whofe  weak  ftatc  ot 
health  has  ntvtf  ^permirted  her  to  !eave 
that  collage  J  which  is  rather  more  thafl 
fix  miles  from  Weftbrook-halL  She  ha* 
ifidSdd  lj^fb  very  ill  iGi^*«i«i«^^ 
that  I  dtLTe^hol  fuffer  her  to  be  renwireA 
clfewhere:  yet  I  fincerely  hope  fte  may 
live,  and  that  T  ihall  find  her  a  fecurci 
though  unknown,  retreat,  where  (he  may 
pafs  the  reft  of  her  melancholy  days  in 

peace, 


and  enjoy  the  only  comforts  wlikiv 
w  kft  htr^  wUch  are  the  company: 
fon^  and  the  viixts  of  her  fifter. 

fimfting  this  recital,  Mrs.  St.  Clare 
nto  tears.  Mine  alfo  fcl)  at  the  idea 
jifa*s  wretched  fate,  ai>d  the  exift-^ 
f  her  fon,  who  was  alfo  mine  I  1  in^ 
I  Mrs*  St,  Clare  of  my  intention  of 
ling  for  the  mother  and  her  infam^ 
^ped  file  woutd  at  leaft  permit  mo 
e  that  fatisfaSiion  ;  and  I  intreated 
>  ta^ke  the  trouble  of  receiving 
whatever  fum  (he  thought  propet 
rtion  for  that  purpofe,  and  to  con* 
from  Louifa,  for  fear  h  might  give 
in,  or  create  any  difagreeable  kn^ 
from  knowing  who  it  came  from ; 
5  was  fo  far  from  accepting  filth  tt 
Stioff,  that  fbe  immediately  tt^ 
it,  faying,  that  as  (he  alone  had  the 
ait  ion  of  faving  her  fifter,  (lie  only 
enjoy  the  fweet  fatisfaflion  of 
ting  her^  and  that  if  (he  fhould 

evcc 


UALVtKJU 


ever  wifli  to  divide  chat  picafurc  mhH 
aaotberi  that  I  could  not  furely  have  fucfa 
idea  tbtt.  it  would  beiwidi  ibc  cinA 
«utW  of  ill  tier  aplfer^r.  1  Aai 
fupted  heiv  Sntteiiting  that  Jbe 
only  fuffer  me  to  depofit  a  parties 
fvim  yeaii/f  which  I  had  defined  to 
I#oiiif%  thai  k  might  accymultte  for  tlie 

*    fent^d  to,  and  we  then  cntrred  into  i 
facred  p^iniifei  that  no  confide  ration 

fiillecftK  w^«h:0ip  lHi4wiii4^rto.a|/ 

l^il^ti  took  a  melancholy  leave  of  kit 
fo^itfciit  f<»ward  lo  £diiiburgjb, 

;  Some  months  after  my  xeiars^  1  %mi 
«IV||i»  dwth  0tMn^Mm6^d  alfa 
that  hi$  ^idow»  ivho  was  much  didrefled 
by  the  unfortunate  lituaiion  of  her  huf- 
band's  aSairsi  had,  by  the  alTidance  of 
lifrifilber,  jiift  b^a  enabled  %q  m^yu^ 
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ihe  had  a  particular  partiality)  and\vhich 
Ihc  determined  to  make  her  perpetual 
^refidcnce  for  life.   Fearful  that  her  de- 
pendent fituation  might  put  it  out  of 
licr  power  to  provide  for  the  fupport 
,  of  Louifa,  I  wrote  to  her,  conjuring 
her  to  give  me  leave  to  be  ufeful  to 
•her  fitter;  but,  in  a  few  days  after,  my 
letter  was  returned  with  contempt,  with 
only  two  lines,  written   by   Mrs.  St. 
Clare  in  the  envelope,  the  purport  of 
ii?hich  was,  that  all  my  endeavours  had 
not  degraded  her  fitter  fo  low,  as  to  con- 
fent  to  receive  any  fupport  from  the  hand 
of  him  who  was  the  author  of  her  ruin ; 
that  I,  of  all  others,  was  the  latt  pcrfon 
ihe  fhould  ever  wifli  to  accept  of  any 
thing  from;  fhe  therefore  intrcated  me 
not  to  force  myfelf  on  her  remembrance,^ 
and  to  referve  all  the  obligations  I  wilbed 
to  confer,  for  that  time  when  they  might 
be  ufeful  to  my  fon.    Since  then  I  have 
never  heard  a  word  from  Mrs.  St.  Clare, 
as  Ihe  has  always  avoided  anfwering  every 


•m 


Jotter  of  cnquin^  which  I  wrote  C 


unibrtuniix:  vidini  liiU  exifUd. 
M19  m^ia  m  am  <€f  likr 

An  iaierval  of  fxm  ycac^  kid  began  (o 

timlnihnMtf  ^Am  your  fiidden  nq  oaint- 
tmcir  «Ui  Mrs.  St.  awakened 

my  fears,  aiid  opened  all  my  woundJ. 
Whac  more  ikall  X  add,  my  M^v'mi^ 
Hmm  acijpniptol  inOt^mii  im 

view  I  bad  with  yom  at  Loiiiii'%  iwiucfc 
has  been  fome  expiation  for  my  crimci 
Ah !  you  cannot  furely  bave  Ibt^cx  dv 
I'iciktit  de^painvAl^l^pcrifiKefidiAMI 
)M^St»  iifete^^^  mi  ^ 

^ufied  n:c  to  ihe  gates  of  death  !  5^0* 
iiavc  belxld  jiic4yiag^  Malvina,  aud  yo^ 
bave  fared  pit  I  AiA  bow  £e¥£rely  iWI 


Sng  Loutfii;  I  did  nptrvcti  know  whcthff 


MALVINA, 

!)  if  tlie  recital  I  have  been  giving  you 
»uld  occaiioo  you  to  think  me  fo  very 
iJ«y,  that  you  judge  nie  no  longer  wor- 
'  of  you  ?  Oh  I  Malvina,  thou  idol  of 
heart!  if  I  am  not  to  pofTcfs  your  ac- 
tion, why  did  you  not  permit  me  to 
? 

^khnond,  faid  flic,  bathed  in  tears,  your 
It  has  been  almoft  beyond  forgivenefs, 
1 1  am,  without  a  doubt,  equally  fo,  in 
1  retaining  my  afTcftion  for  you;  but 
atever  you  are,  why  am  I  thus  fatally 
ached  to  you?  I  can  rclinquifli  the 
a  of  feeing  you  again,  can  renounce 
:  and  happinefs,  but  not  my  aflf'efl.ion ! 
is  here,  continued  flie,  prcffing  her 
id  to  her  heart,  it  is  here  that  it  \vill 
ft  for  ever,  from  which  death  alone  can 
literate  it,  whatever  may  have  been 
Lir  crimes,  my  duties,  and  my  wiflies. 

lit  Edmond  was  tranfported  at  this 
5aionatc  anfwer.    He  preffed  Malvina 


of  '^eh  oikcTf  the  rcrncmfa»hinde  _ 
"tbe^ifti  as  welt  ai  the  fear  of  the  fiiiur^ 
VaniOied  before  the  ciyoyttic^  af  prefcm 
inppinefs  V  inil  Uie  iHlll^^Klrfl^wji 

fetlftlioifc  vUch  this  life  can  give, 
vourof  one  objeQi  and  Tcarcely  leat^ 
a  thought  to  bellow  on  the  reft  of 
world* 
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CHAP.  I. 


A  LOVE  SCENE. 

While  Mrs.  St  Clare  was 
:1ie  utmost  anxiety  and  astonish- 
t  not  seeing  her  friend,  she  wrote 
lire  the  reason  which  detained  her. 
ttter  awakened  Malvina  from  tbe 
dream  in  which  she  had  been 
:edy  and  informed  her  that  Sir  Ed- 
^as  not  the  only  being  which  ex- 
Q  the  world.  Malvina  was. also 
ited  by  Mrs.  Moody,  that  Mrs. 
iv.  B 


JgligAm^  ttii|irised  at  tibL^  i 
;|f'SlrMiiiiiiil/ 
it  to  Hie  Ivm  of  dissiM^,  a«  1 


met  with  him  in  any  parries  of  pie 
and  from  that  reason  she  had  desira 
Fen  wick  to  follow  him,  and  w| 
tiiftt faeptmed  whole  days  at  ] 

'Ittd  ctiarged  Tasse  to  eiti|iiiw^ 
irbo  resided  at  that  house.  Malv 
came  alarmed  and  uneasy  at  Mrs*  B 
curiosity*  She  concluded  to  answ 
St.  Clare's  letter  immedktefy,  2 
from  this  time  as  if  her  liappii 
ments  were  past,  and  that  it  was 
depart.  Slie  iaipatieatly  waited  t 
of  Sir  Edmoad's  appearance.  As 
he  came,  she  acquainted  hira  witi 
had  heard,  and  her  deteitnination 
can  my  Malvina,  my  tender  friei 
Sir  Edmond,  think  of  leaving  mt 
we  not  each  of  us  at  liberty,  wJ 
ought  to  prevent  us  from  determ 
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•pfiiiewf  irHh  eaicb  other  f  In* 
d  ftith  the  pleasure  of  lo^kig  atid 
ou  every  day,  I  ibrgot  there  wm 
iity  ii^bich  could  exceed  that;  but 
lent  is  now  arrived  that  must  con* 
^of  it.  Mai vina  must  then  agree 
be,  not  only  by  the  invaluable 
tier  heart)  but  also  accompanied 
land  and  her  faith.  Do  not  blush 
ble  friend;  your  delicacy  ought  not 
rmed  at  the  happiness  of  your  lover. 

»nd,  dear  Edmond,  said  Malvinai 
it,  and  I  am  willing  to  oblige  you; 
ou  require  it,  I  will  follow  you  to 
to  the  altar.  ButwHen  my  cborage 
me,  I  must  have  recourse  to  your 
ty.  It  is  from  that  I  must  intreat 
I  will  not  abuse  the  power  you  have 
;  and  that  you  will  enable  me  to 
my  weakness,  and  recal  me  to  the 
hich  you  have  caused  me  to  forget 
B  8 


4  VAitVnu* 

§mmtm^s}  what  b  dicre  whks^ll cuDit 

overcome?  No,  never,  however  I  ins|^ 
suffer  tor  niy  candor^  I  will  never  betray 
your  confidence;  and  nathtu^^hall 

inlbM       ^  Mm  l^mm  to  til 
order  £n»i  Lord  ShefititaNf'Vi^ich  git^i 

lier  the  power  of  takiag  lipi -daugh! 
\  from  you  as  soon  as  yoa  arc  married^ 
'  Al^j  niy  God!  exclaimed  Mai  vina,  turning 
pale»  £dmoni],  ^i|!bx&is  ttyou  hmc 

l«fii»||ft«|t  ti«^  (if al vina,  axitlf^.  ^9 
Uftn  her,  aud  pressing  both  her  hands 
to  his  bosom,  renounce  me !  what  have 
jou  dared  to  utter?  how  can  thy  litart 
tiAVe  cancelv^  auch  an  ^ilrar^To  hc^ 
p^tsed  you  mfi^ 

that  from  henceforth  we  mmlt  tivt 
die  together?    Edmond,  replied  Malvrna, 
much  nffected^I  do.  not  Ibhik  I  cmK 
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support  the  misery  of  never  again  be- 
holding you.  But  it  is  of  no  consequence ; 
4f  my  life  should  be  the  sacrifice  of  our 
teparationi  I  shall  submit,  sooner  than 
4>ehold  Prances,  that  sacred  pledge  which 
was  confided  to  nie  by  the  purest  friend* 
^hip,  resigned  to  the  care  of  Mrs.  Burton. 
Oh!  Heaven,  the  very  idea  chills  niy 
heart:  I  shonld  expect  the  wrath  of 
^Heaven  would  be  the  consequence  of  my 
l^ury.    What  faith  could  you  place  in 
my  vows,  when  you  knew  I  had  violated 
vfebU  sacred  engagement?    Wbafe  confi*- 
dence  could  you  place  in  a  woman,  who 
was  so  weak  as  to  allow  passion  to  usurp 
tiie  dominion  over  duty?    What  happi- 
seas  could  you  expect  from  a  being, 
whose  conscience  must  continually  up- 
Itfaidber? 

I..  Midvina,  interrupted  Sir  Edmond,  you 
inre  too  dear  to  my  heart  for  me  to  be 
bS 


mtf.^  mA  imaging  tiat  to 
ipoii,  1  woukl  liurt  thf  petce  of  yoi^"  ^ 
Icslial  mirul,  ur  iiTitate  the  dend,  by  ^ 
iug  luni  child  takeu  from  you? 
«Hi9l.bdavixLQf  wooias,  you  rnM^f  i 

aW^I||tliijri»Mtl«M  jii||Of  the  ^ 

fvriumMe  attentions  you  be?; tow  on  h**^ 
atnt  Jh-^  happy  if  yovi  will  jKrroiit  aic 
f»iiiiake  in  them*    Ah^  Edmoiid  1  wli 
detigibtful  ^ene  do  you  ponvtray ; 
It  pcttsifaie  to  jpealiae      Malrina  wo 
g^ive  beradf  to  you  with  transport. 

Welly  then,  MalTina,  attend  to  me, 
replied,  with  animation*    If  you 
agree  to  meet  me  the  momiog  after 
morrow,  at  the  breal^  of  day,  at  the 
tance  of  a  mile  from  Edinburgh,  on  th^^ 
aea  side,  there  ifr  io  qitt  church  wMel 
seldom  tise4  now;  it  was  formerly 
by  the  kings  of 'Gotland;  and'  aa 
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serves  for  those  who  profess,  our  re- 
Jigioii^  We  shall  find  a  catholic  priest 
there,  and  there  it  is  that  I  will  wait  for 
3^ou ;  and  at  the  foot  of  the  sacred  altar 
Heaven  will  receive  our  vows — but  the 
secret  shall  be  known  only  by  him  and 
ourselves.  When  we  leave  the  church, 
I  wiU  conduct  you  to  a  little  country 
scat,  wluch  is  in  a  very  retired  situation. 
Mine  miles  from  Edinburgh;  which  I 
have  purchased  privately  from  one  of  my 
friends.  I  will  leave  you  there,  set  out 
fpf  Ijondon,  fly  to  Lord  Sberridan,  intro- 
daCfl  ffiysielf  to  him^  and  inform  him  my- 
bmU  of  our  union.  He  will  be  affected 
at  our  loves,  accede  to  our  wishes,  by 
granting  us  leave  to  keep  his  daughter ; 
]  sb^Il  receive  bis  promise  from  himself, 
KQd  alsQ  bring  a  confirmation  of  it,  from 
1ftn4cr  his  hand.  I  will  keep  it  in  my 
VMooi  as  the  seal  of  your  happiness,  and 
iMiim  to  you  on  the  wings  of  love, 
^•oes  ipili  be  with  you,  and  you  will 


^diiKfbrmri  ^  e«eii  icaib  ouinM 
separate  us,  as  we  ahtll  lie  imfted^Hi^ 
b«fi{i9r  n  eternity.  ^  ^ 

Maivitia,^  astoQtshed  b^'ond  expitMin 
at  whit  be  I»d  tMten  iayingp  remiined 
iii<»tl(Hile«i  witll0ilt  the  pmti  of  uttering 
t  WMif",  she  contintted  fbr  some  momeiits 
with  lier  head  recliiiing  oo  her  haudSi  u 


£diaoil4^r.te  refleetidfii 
wmU  not  he  laraiiriife^'li'iyk 

conjured  her,  by  the  most  persuasive  in* 
treaties,  tcj  explain  herself*  Fenrful  of 
iiteetiiig  a  repulse,  as  he  could  not  divioe 
her  thoughts^  yet  he  could  tcaraelv  com- 
loiitlii  me  impetuous  impfttlisipet^ 
HaCisre  Stom  flying  cmt ;  when  HAtitH 
after  a  long  silence,  turned  towards  hiffl 
with  inhnitable  grace,  downcast  eyes, 
and  the  verflpU  tinge  of  delicacy  on  luT 
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leekai^Thi^diand  is  yours^  saidiiriie, 
lesenting  it  to  him ;  hut  not  antil  your 
turn  from  London  can  I  consent  to 
ive  it  for.  ever-  Go,  then,  Edmond, 
),  and  endeavour  to  persuade  Lord 
lerridan,  which  you  will  very  easily,  of 
le  false  accounts  with  which  he  has  been 
msed.  It  will  only  be  .necessary  to 
ucidate  every  circumstance,  to  render 
m  favourable  to  our  request.  Explain 
>ur  generous  intention  in  favour  of  his 
lughter,  and  you  may  be  certain  that 
5  will  resign  her  to  our  care.  Then 
dmond  will  return  to  his  Malviua,  and 
J  will  find  when  she  is  at  liberty,  that 
rr  heart  and  hand  will  both  be  his. 

Oil  finding  that  she  resisted  his  intreat** 
I,  Sir  Edmond  became  irritated  on  being 
us  deceived  in  his  hopes.  He  permitted 
tc violence  of  his  passionate  character 
display  itself  without  controul;  and 
I  exclaimed  M'ith  vehemence,  Oh !— no 


m 

nmMo  not  imagtiie  iliit^  T  wrll  tiins 
kftVff  ^'dai  do  not  hope  tiiat  I  will  depart 


are  to  W  tine  TiOtimi?  I  iilif)  «|icfe  T«(f  I 

I  dpckire  th^t  you  shall  be  nia^  m  of- 
posltim  ta  aii  the  woiki. 

V"    .       ,t  ^  '  .. 

hope  to  obtam  from  this  violent  bchif 
Tiaur?  Do  you  imagine  I  will  }  it; lei  th^ 
to  fear,  *  -ch  I  can  witlihold  from  love? 
Speak  Qo  .        oi  love,  iuterrM{ited  Ii^ 

II  m  imie^  lerodi^r^I  tee  ^ftuiljr  ^ 
ym  1mm*  sever  lovid  in.  Y04  dait 
tiEk  rty  ftliat  I  have  never  loved  you, 
^chimed  Malvina,  joining  her  liand^ 
4nd  raising  tlicni  to  Heaven*  N<v 
you,  bava  never  loved  me^  or  elie  my 
Aet^^  iMttid   hm^  tovphed  ym 


.!Sbp  TMDembfaiioe  of  friendship 
bnne  I  vainly  endeavoured  to  resist 
0 ;  hi  vain  would  it  have  arose  from 
nfa^ '  to- assert  its  power  over  mine ! 
It  could  have  overcome  the  real 
of  ]ove«  But  Lady  Sherridan^ 
L  dead,  can-  preserve  a  power  over 
ith  whicli  no  other  can  be  put  in 
itkm ;  and  your  tranquil  mind  has 
Mt  soy  thing  superior  to  friend- 

M9t  dares  to  say,  replied  Malvina, 
eiaocholy  tone,  that  I  do  not  love 
Noy  'you  do  not  love  me  in  the 
r  I  do  you.  Love  does  not  ty- 
j  in  your  soul.  You  can  make  it 
live  to  reason,  to  circumstances, 
sr '"renders  you  forgetful  of  any 
Oh  r  Edmond,  dare  to  tell  me 
If  I  permitted  it  to  rise  superior 
y,  could  yott  really  t?hen  esteem 
Why'MI^  yotf  mention  esteem \  ifc 
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that  sentiment  sufficient  to  eogfl^  your 
attaiciuur  Abl  that  would  nevtr  be  the 
object  of  yfHir.Kgwl,  M  ymk  ikm^ 


H 

lde*iiire,  which  its  .|ifoiitlMi|m»clr  nil 

not  embitter?  ^ralvina,  when  Jove  is i 
^lueg  which  not  only  warms,  UutbunMi 

itedf  is  wntond;  •  .ir  > 

Ah  !  Edmund,  exclaimed  Malvma^'  *i 
y©ii  knew  how  iiijiu  iously  you  judge  txt$ 
whea  you  appear  to  doubt^  n>y  tenckl^ 

Mm  0m^99i^  ^si^  if 

you  do  love  mfi^^why  suffer  me  td  be  the 
prey  of  such  cruel  torture?    Why  will 
you  not  accept  my  vows  ?    ©U  %ktt$  I 
dearer  to  me  |b|a,)M|ef  c(ui(miiediAit  ' 


i 


8  yon,  from  the  fear  thkt  it  witt 
e  sufficiently  secret,  give  thyself  ito 
ad  let  us  have  only  Heaven  to  mt- 
3urrV6ws  avd  oiir  ^lappiAess.  ' 

mdnd-^Edmictad;  replred  MaiVhia, 
;  from  him  irith  terror,  perhaps  I 
jd:  be  kss  guihyj  as  it  would  then 
be  the  sacrifice  of  .myself.  Ah, 
should<you  term  it  guilt/ replied  he, 
an  ardor  he  could  no  longer  con- 
are  you  not  at  liberty  ? — Are  you 
our  own  mistress  ? — Who  is  it  that 
to  coutjoul  your  aetions  ?    Do  yon 
:he  public  opinion  ?   What  is  that 
le  happiness  of  your  lover  ?— Oh, 
insensible  being,  exclaimed  Mal- 
stUi  avoididg  him-^insensible  man, 
iQ.  thy  ungovernable  mind,  ivishes 
iprive  himself  of  the  most  Valuable 
which  can  give  peace  to  his  life — 
h'  his  wife  of  her  virtue  I  Blind, 
l\ktl^  man,, tell  me,  would  y^^ntv^A 


14  M4&TnUb 

blush  to  'recetve  lay  knd  wfm  mfk 

-   .  .)<i.-    .1      >  yw-srf  {0  411  ft<i<- 

IriMiUi  rrtiiiiiMihMiK  lihi 1 1  r  pusiiUntsKnu 

fenra;  we  c^n  foHotv-  other  laws.  Arevflt 
to  grant  only  to  the  law  s  instituted  fiy 
'  whttb  iIk  excess  of  aiy  iove  oouU 
iliiWip>2''N%  MaMna,  tlie  iia]hpiiMi 
«0^pMMpH^|f  yfmliHi^ifc'tb  jwtiftiiijL  dli^ 
fio^iTtef-wgni  will !  |k  m*  IfliRik 
thus  my  Malvina,  circling  hkornit  vami 
her;  but  thy  silence  gives  consent ;  it  il 
Qoderatood  by  thy  lov^  j  kit-  uristo  tiot 
ad«t|Rriirply.    .  '»  n4i(c<j(«i 

gebffftm  hii  amMi  bur  all  tatiMMk 

He  held  her  to  his  bN»4V  '*nd  oOtfrr«d 
her  hps  with  ki8|ei.    Stop,  exclaiineii 


i  restrain  hb  tnnspbits.  The  world 
iimibikted-*^he  motaid  not  Mitm  to> 
thuig.  At  fiuch  a  moment,  the  voke 
Fendtfd;  virtue  alone  had  poller  to  re- 
n  him.  .  Leave  me,  cried  Mai vina, 
at  detenmned  voice  wfakh  comiBaiids 
awm  into  obedience,  which  phre&qr 
r  can  never  resist.  Edjinond  waa 
used,  and  instantaneoiisly  obeyed., 
started  from  him  without  his  darhi^ 
Main  her.  She  covered  her  blushing 
ka  and  streaminig  eyes  with  her  hand* 
hkf. 

dmond  fell  at  her  feet  to  obtain  her 
on ;  but  she  was  deaf  to  his  intreatiea^ 
rren  refused  to  look  at  him.  Leave 
she  said,  depart,  I  will  not  see  yoa 
more  until  you  have  recovered  jrour 
Uection. 

1  such  an  ungovernable  character  as 
^mood'i^  pride  ofjben  suppresses  ten* 


derne^s.    He  *felt  d^^nulcd  at  bong 

oliiigi^cl  to  petition  so  long  vrithout 
and  iu  a  voice  which  expressed 
anger  and  despair^  he  assured  her,  that 
if  M'dt^tcd  tvt^lv  obt^Din^ 

T!iis  threat  roused  th€  imvlled  digui^ 
ff  Jtlalviiia,  and  without  CMdcscrndm^' 

to  speak  to  him,  she  made  a  s]gn  with 
j^r^haad  for  bim  to  retire*  buiprised«l 

mediately  went  ou^  neailjr  09aiPQiieif 

despair.  When  he  got  honiCi  h&  lUak 
under  the  ^  iolent  turbulence  of  his  out* 
l^eou5  pa^iouSj  and  lie  was  seized  witb 
mwm^  HalriM^  mu  informed  ai 


every  titlieri»isftbkuticm;vii^lieA*^a^^ 
fancied  she  again  beheld  himiiytii|^  ^it 

accused  lierself  of  bein^  the  cause  of  hit 
death;  and  from  tint  time  tlieie  not 
li|3^%a^ifice. which  die  would  not 
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any  duty  4he  would  not  have  relJhi- 
iguishedy  richer  than  not  preserve  the  sin- 
cerity of  her  affection. 

" "  She  wrote  to  him  in  these  words: — 
Edmond  live  for  the  sake  of  thy  Mal- 
vina,  for  she  exists  only  for  thee.  Ap- 

•*  point  the  place,  the  time,  the  hour, 
when  you  wish  to  receive  her  plighted 
faith ;  and  she  will  fly  to  perform  an 
engagement,  which  unites  her  to  you 
for  ever." 

"  Notwithstanding  all  the  wonders  and 
miracles  which  have  been  atchieved  by 
Idve,  this  billet  would  not  have  had  the 
pofwer  to  effect  the  cure  of  Sir  Edmond, 
4f  his  indisposition  had  proceeded  from 
iftMy  thhig  Dnore  than  a  transient  fever, 
*Vt>icb  had  been  occasioned  by  the  unruly 
tnd  tumultuous  agitations  which  lie  hafl 
experienced.    The  next  day  Mah  ina  saw 
hivH  enter  her  apartment  with  rapture 


ttUd  ti|M^  DrifibvMavioaf  the  evciuiig 
before,  an<l  apparently  $iibmi$^vr,  yet 
lie  was  alwavs  tcuacious  of  lib  owu  will, 
and  bad  previously  uke^  ill  Bect&ftav;  ^ 
lMM«i|»«bl%e  MiliMtftiMittiii 

whftc  they  were  I9  rwefve  ^le  niiftU ' 
benediction.    She  wat  petritied  aad  ov^- 
{towered  on  finding  IbaE  the  irrevoiiit^i^ 
moment  w^s  ftt  I^st  fixed;  a  tbouwd 
diffimut  tetMi^iii  «ppffciMcd:#||  tnM  ^ 

•toig^  »>riiiifc|»f '>^wBc»  b«lfv^ 

*&s  extretne  and  severe:  however  ifcf 
BCDtiiiK  iU  of  luv  t  at  l»t  prevailed. 
therefore  decbrtd  tbat        would  sot 

imliilldlftfalintor'*^^^  : 

r  .  »  ..  -  . 

Hj.i^sereit  nieatii  c^ont^t  whkk  Ibl- 
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a  had  experienced,  did  not  escape 
£dmond'8  peneb-ation ;  and  lie  felt 
f  much  more  delicate  it  would  liave 
u  in  bim,  if  he  had  not  abused  the 
^dancy  which  forced  Maivina,  in  op* 
ition  to  her  wishes^  to  a  proceeding 
ch  she  could  not  undertake,  without 
•reproach.  But  Sir  Ed  mond's  affection, 
lust  be  acknowledged,  was  more  ar« 
t  than  generous;  and  notwithstanding 
bis  scruples,  his  impetuous  and  un« 
emable  impatience  would  not  permit 
to  sacrifice  his  wishes,  to  the  peace 
happiness  of  his  friend. 

ad  it  been  possible,  he  nmch  wished 
vina  to  accompany  him  to  London ; 
ould  haf  e  been  also  agi^eeable  to  her : 
ihe  well  knew  of  how  much  importaocdf. 
IS  for  her  marriage  to  be  kept  a  pro« 
d  secret,  until  they  liad  obtained 
I  Sherridan  s  consent  to  it. 


urcNiicd  to 


BotioBS  ntcbed,  he  Iiad  deputed  H 
fiiendy  Ssr  Ch^r.es  Weymund,  to  proctfll 
%  pckstt  who  would  ndfy  tiietf 

WMM.  Thvi  tilii  ftipMl^*  vitli  ll« 

i/H^.wqr  more  than  tboie  \ 
IS  vho  wm  made  caofideots, 
it  was  this  same  Sir  Chailes 

he  had  mcatiooed,  and  "bought  In  Mai* 


MALVINA.  81 

vina's  name :  and  it  was  settled  between 
tbem  that  she  should  pass  for  the  sole 
proprietor  of  the  place : .  that  it  would  be 
imagined  that  she  had  .  bought  it,  that 
ahe  might  live  in  this  retirement  with 
-her  Frances,  far  from  the  world  and  its 
MCiety — a  plan  [perfectly  according  with 
IfCT.  well  known  character.  But  if  £d- 
gbiond  should  be  so  fortunate  as  to  prevail 
with  LordSherridan,  he  would  immediately 
publish  his  marriage,  and  carry  Malvina 
In  triumph  to  his  estate  near  Glasgow. 
But  if  on  the  contrary  the  father  of  Fran- 
ces remained  inflexible,  then  Malvina 
.Was  not  to  leave  her  retreat,  and  her.hus- 
iiand  was  only  to  visit  her  (if  there  should  ^ 
Jbe  a  necessity  for  this  concealment)  by 
atealth,  and  he  was  to  enter  by  a  private 
dpori  of  which  even  the  domestics  were 
to  be  ignorant. 

It  was  time  now  they  should  separate. 
SirEdmond  could  scarcely  resolve  to  leave 
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M&lvinai  though  so  coasciam  iliat  te  I 
to  nieet  li^r  m  a  few  ham^  to  li  I 
4llitlMP«it  Wm.  m  Hit  IliMt^llKJ 

fterielf  to  the  mmt  mekoeh^  ttflM^ 
tions ;  and  the  idea  that  did 
equally  participate  in  all  his  felicity,  b^j 
%l^e  iam^poitil^  IS  liifli;  mi  be  couM 
^fvirvicTvsc  innRiPiTOnivcvvnnnisii^^ 
tjjr'Idt  ywA  jeal^'ftMdes;  ^-S^  wni  boti 
««H^'  ailtl  ikBtntfll  ta  wppme  that  Mai- 
vioa's  joy  was  not  iinembittered  bv  ffjr 
and  remorse;  but  there  was  now  no  dttfl- 
IllMive:  she  bad  not  the  jjuwer  of  ordering  j 
«iSr^d«a%n»K'  MiPm^llimmvf  give  lK^ 

^onvci^  flf  tlie  dangers  by  whieh-itt 

imron  \m3  overs!]  ado  wed,  and  it  requirnf ' 
all  her  force  to  prevent  his  perceiving  tl« 
slightest  trait  of  disquietude ;  m  tihe  w»  . 


CHAP.  IL 


THE  UARRIAOE. 

The  beams  of  light,  which 
kl4he  approach  of  this  awful  clay,  at 
St  appeared,  and  in  partial  gleams 
uched  the  distant  objects*  Not  that 
lalvina  awoke  to  behold  thes^  for 
'ts  had  never  been  closed  during  thfe 
ist  night  Too  much  agitated  to  find 
Pf  rert,  she  ssirose  wi thrift  the  power  of 
Electing  her  ideas-:  und  after  having 
Btily  put  on  m  simple  robe  of  white 


mudtni 


|M)mted  church.  Sir  Edmond 
at  the  door;  he  eagerly  advanced  to  taifil 
her  ia  ahghting  from  the  carriage,  aiii 
as  he  supported  ber^  be  tQuod  &he  trnt 

Kiii  teiifl«r  «|^^  lid 

the  moment  which  will  ease  all  my  aa^ 

ieties.  It  is^your  lover,  the  man  whom 
you  have  selected,  aad  preferred  to  ali 
Others ;  to  whom  ^ou  are  now  going  to 


As  he  finished  speaking,  he  led 
into  the  cliuich  ^  but  on  stepping  on  tfaC^ 
t^^P^l^qtd  or  l^is  temple,  Mai  vina  s  agi^^ 
tatioD  increaaed,   l^at  altax  wu 
cciv^  her  vows;  the  pale  and  trembhpg 
light  which       ewb^  ^991  |^  ftu»* 
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ieaux  which  surrounded  it,  b'ht  faintly 
li$pened  the  dark  shadows  which  were 
d|uble  in  different  parts  of  the  phurch. 
tie  numerous  tomb-stones  lhat  she  sur- 
•eyed  under  her  feet,  every  one  of  which 
eminded  her  of  her  beloved  Clara ;  the 
profound  and  solemn  silence  which  reigned 
ilMQteFTuptedy  except  by  the  deep  and 
lollow  sound  of  their  steps,  which  echo 
(Bturning  from  the  void  beneath,  resouud- 
d  through  the  vaulted  roof,  and  then 
lied  away  in  silence.  Every  thing  con- 
ributed  to  increase  in  her  agitated  mind 
in  awful  terror,  of  which  she  could  not 
iivest  herself.  However,  slie  slowly  ad- 
vanced, leaning  on  the  arm  of  Sir  £d- 
nond,  when  Sir  Charles  Weymund  joined 
iiem,  and  saluting  Malvina  with  the 
no6t  profound  respect,  he  informed  Sir 
Sdmond  that  the  priest  was  arrived,  and 
■eady  to  perform  the  ceremony,  Mai* 
rina  continued  silent    Sir  Edmond  was 

VOL.  IV,  c 


aUnneit  at  it,  and  enquiretl  the  cause 
it  Why  is  my  tender  friend  thus  alaimed. 
said  he,  does  she  fear  to  beJinld  me  to 
happy  }  Is  i^t  this  a  momeut  to  dissipaie 
awl  hpiuA  *U  im^llectioii^  Hud  eveq[ 
imeertahii^?  Qew  Milti«%  I  mtt^ 
you,  for  my  sake^  rbe  su^ior  to  this 
weakness.    I  do  not  possess  any,  sk 
replied,  with  a  svreet  smile;  but  whatii 
T«l^  th£  sokaiai|y  of  the  place, 

and'^M  M^if^^^  of  aor "cngagenieiit^ 


As  they  approached  the  altar,  a  small 
door  opened  mto  the  choir,  aud  the  priest 
appeared  drciwd  Im  cauoakals,  witk 
«  ft»9fFJN«i:ii^f^  IIkc  light  of  # 
Mm^mm^K^  m  bk  cmmr 

ttsittte'S  Malvina.  whose  eves  were  cart 
OOlill^  did  noi  peixcive  hifii ;  but  Sir  Ed*  ^ 
Mond  ininicchately  rccogni^d  hiuii  and 
hudderiijg— exdaimodi  Mr.  Piioi;!  Am 
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•oa  as  Mr.  Prior  heard  his  voice,  he  in- 
antly  suspected  who  the  lady  was  that 
ood  before  him  ;  and  he  feelingly  anti* 
pated  his  misfortune.  A  death-like 
>ldness  seemed  to  penetrate  and  freeze 
is  heart: — the  book  fell  from  his  hand, 
liocked,  he  paused  for  a  moment  without 
3proaching. 

Malvina,  uncommonly  surprised,  felt, 
lat  perhaps  this  was  the  critical  moment 
I  which  she  should  for  ever  obliterate 
irery  suspicion  relative  to  Mr.  Prior  in 
le  mind  of  Sir  Edmond,  and  determine 
is  confidence  in  her.  Therefore,  sup- 
ressing  ^hcr  agitation,  she  went  up  to 
im  with  an  air  and  manner  peculiarly 
IFecting,  saying,  I  cannot  suppose  that 
hance  alone  can  have  contributed  to  af- 
>rd  us  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you;  I 
DDsider  it  as  an  additional  goodness  of 
ic  hand  of  Providence,  which  would  in- 
c2 
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creue  my  htpffneu,  hy  diieotbg  fiiltt 
diwdi  kiwm  it  fitiA  yoffi ;  uii  iikeww 
«f  Mi  jtiBtio^  limt  the  same  hmid  wfaid 
had  \^  oundcd  Sir  Edmoad^  will  confer  a 
blessing  on  his  union,  as  an  expiatioD  of 
your  fault    Ah!  Malvina,  what  is  ityoti  , 
say  ?   Do  ym  beUeire  thai  o^iroice  shall 
consecrate  thit  htmdi   Why  ^hmM  I 
Iiavc  a  doLiIjt  of  tkeisimtnuy  r  iiiterroptd 
Halvina — I  have  never  ceased  to  esteem 
you  !    Mr.  Prior,  exclaim Sir  Edmond, 
with  difficulty  suppressing  his  anger,  dart 
t&  9t!r  Jiam  hence  till  you  hare  perfonued  , 
tihe  eefemoDy,  hi  i»y ^pb       were  jcot  ^ 
for  at  your  peril-    Stop  ^r^limnd,  SiM 
]\ralvina,  with  an  c1l  \  ^ition  of  m^|^  which 
was  conspicuous  iu  licr  countenance — rt-  ' 
collect  \rhere  you  are  ;  this  holy  tetii^ 
h  supposed  to  be  JUed  with  the  pecuNu, 
Qmniprewnce  of  llUr*  Skafifi  and  ou^t 
Qfily  to  echo  to  ^e  words  of  peiee  and 
good  will:  and  every  sensation  of  haughty 
overbemijig  pridei  which  cati  $Mp- 
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port  the  slightest  resistance,  should  here 
be  suppressed.    Even  you,  Mr.  Prior,  if 
you  examine  your  conscience,  will  you 
dare  to  assert,  that  it  has  no  secret  motive 
.which  deters  you  from  performing  the 
ceremony  ?    And  if  there  is  one  which  is 
unworthy  of  you,  endeavour  to  purify 
your  heart,  that  it  may  be  worthy  of 
exalting  itself  to  that  Supreme  Being, 
whom  you  are  going  to  implore  on  our 
account.    Oh!  gi-acious  God,  exclaimed 
Mr.  Prior,  what  have  you  asserted  ?  Is 
3t  possible  you  can  suppose  that  I  have 
sullied  my  heart  with  one  criminal  wish  ? 
And  is  it  not  possible  to  expiate  such  a 
fault,  if  it  had  existed,  but  by  sanctifying 
Malviua  in  the  excess  of  her  partiality 
for  another  ?    All  powerful  God,  celestial 
Father!  O  turn  this  misfortune  aside*; 
and  if  it  is  possible,  permit  this  stroke  to 
pass  from  me.    As  for  myself,  continued 
.Malvin9i  whatever  may  be  your  determt- 
c  3 
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uatioQi  I  ikclare  liere^  before  the  altirol 
Almiglity  God,  that  Sir  Edmond  Burton 
m  tht  being  mhKk  my  httit  hn  iriectf<i 
find  whom  I  mfimc  IBmwm  to  gvkat  it! 
my  kusband  ;  and  that  I  \i  ttl  uvmA  both 
the  sit^ht  and  the  friendship  of  that  nam 
wlio  n  I  uses  to  give  ht&  benedlctiQA  oft 
our  iiu[>tLuU. 

.( 

The  wcinlii  and  Uwty  enthufiBsm  vlwb 
animated  Malv^in&'i  featufM,  oirercasK 

Mr.  Prior ;  he  could  no  longer  resist  hct 
I  obt^y  your  voice,  lie  replied,  M'hatever 
It  dictates;  and  I  perceive  that  Heaven 
«if      ^tn^ifumm  bt  no  power  to  mU 
iAtti  d^MilMmn  ,l  do  obejr;  hut  re- 
l&emben  Malvina,   tliat  llrfcittilVr  iimy 
be  tlie  faults  whicli  the  past  may  refkMach 
me  with,  or  all  I  may  experience  in  fu* 
lure,  tiie  sensations  of  tins  moment  ought 
to  obliterate  them  alK  Alalvina  de  Soicy, 
N||yd' £dinim4  Btirtd^^^  Bmie  your  h^d% 
npj^mk>  |ti«  ftllar*   He  begut 
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read  in  an  elevated  voice,  which  be* 
le  commandmg,  and  thundered  as  he 
ed  Sir  Edmond  these  words :  Will  you 
ar  to  love  and  protect  this  woman  for 
r?  But  on  addressing  the  same  ques- 
1  to  Malvina,  he  modulated  and  soft- 
d  his  voice;  the  words  came  from  his 
1  apparently  with  reluctance,  as  un- 
ing  to  articulate  a  sentence,  the  an- 
r  to  which  would  agonise  his  heart, 
length  the  vows  were  pronounced, 
I  the  awful  ceremony  concluded.  He 
ilored  the  blessings  of  Heaven  (without 
ich  all  must  fall)  on  the  new  married 
r.  Be  happy,  said  he,  as  the  tears  in- 
untarily  streamed  down  his  cheeks, 
happy  in  each  other ! — and  may  the 
d  of  infinite  goodness  and  mercy  watch 
T  your  felicity,  and  render  you  every 
^  more  dear  to  each  other.  You  are 
r  united  for  ever.  Depart  in  peace* 
theo  came  from  the  altar. 


Excclletit  aod  worthy  maiip  mi^ 
Edmond,  pressing  his  hand  with  ftk 
ship,  forgive  my  sitspiciaos  and  my  be* 
-llCTiiMib  .  BKQiBeiiijp&kii4  as  yoa  bi^ 

Ifidftot.  Let  her  see  you  frequently,  T 
iilttn  never  forbid  it ;  her  frnsndship  ^ill 
VSf^  you  for  tlie  blessing  I  bw  Um  da|^ 
Iwetral  from  you. 

jvif*'  muff ' 
ieratmg  grace  niikh  enibellhlied  ill  lv 
actions^  retnember  how  oftcn^  you  have 
offered  up  prayers  to  Heaven  for  my  hap- 
pinesSj  you  at  last  behald  me  so ;  and  it 
h  to  yoU|  my  dear^  my  ^tinmhle  frieo4 

Ah  !  returned  Mr,  Prior,  pressing  hoA 

their  liands  in  his,  and  bathing  them 
with  his  tears,  perhaps  I  tnay  one  day  be 
called  to  enjoy  the  sight  of  your  happiues^ 
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and  mutual  love;  but  it  must  not  be  yet 
My  fortitude  is  exhausted,  for  the  mo- 
ment in  which  I  united  Malvina  to  ano- 
ther,  revealed  to  me  my  own  situation  : 
and  I  abhor  myself.    But  in  the  deepest 
humility  of  a  repentant  heart,  I  ought  to 
itlinqui^h  the  object  of  my  love,  for  the 
sins  of  my  soul.    Perhaps  I  ^hall  not  sur- 
vive it  long ;  but  of  what  consequence  is 
a  long  life,  or  all  the  blessings  on  this 
earth,  which  can  be  enjoyed  by  man, 
compared  with  an  immortal  crown?  as 
this  life  is  only  introductory  to  that  eter- 
nity, which  may  soon  conclude  this 
toiling  scene  of  sorrow.    Eternity  rolls 
towards  us  like  tlie  waves  of  a  mighty 
ocean,  ready  to  overwhelm  all  that  apper- 
tains to  humanity;  and  only  leaves  us  the 
remembrance  of  our  virtue,  and  the  deep 
rq>entance  of  our  faults. 

No,  said  Malvina,  much  affected,  no. 


inay  you  live  long,  as  a  consolation  to  the 
unhappy  and  uufurtunate,  and  aoemnpto 


r^l'MdiliM^^ici  he,  you  baTCOMii 

me  to  blufh,  by  recall bg  me  to  a  coo- 
sciousness  of  ray  guilty  wanderings 
iieave  me  then  toftubmk  to  my  late;  mi 


join  iTic  ill  blessing  ite  mercy  ?  But  yiM% 
Sir  Edmond,  have  obt?iined  the  fii*st^  the 
only  felicity,  which  this  world  has  power 
to  bestow;  and  which  is^o  extraordinary, 
jioiape  to  be  met  whh — the 
ofa  virtnoitt  mi  settslbleirtintttt.- 

eb tallied,  by  fitftcv^  abjuring  you?  erro»i 

and  k  t  all  your  endeavours  be  centred 
in  contributing  to  the  happiness  of  that 
aogelic  creatine  ;  may  tranqtiiUity* 


t ijppear  m  your  countenance,  as  virtue 
ftir  em*  lives  in  her  heart ;  love  her  as 
p  flhs  deserves  to  be  loved,  that  the  sound 
of  her  grief  may  never  reach  the  deep 
g  and  sequesteced  retreat  where  I  am  going 
to  bury  mysdf ;  nor  ever  let  me  hear,  that 
^  Ais  agonies  which  I  experienced  in 
J  Siting  you,  were  the  fatal  presenti-* 
AMit  ci  the  UD  happiness  which  was 
<to  befal  her.    Then,  without  waiting 
to  hear  an  answer,  he  abruptly  left 
tiMD»    and    disappeared    in    an  in« 
r  slant. 

P. 

The  last  wbrdis  which  he  had  uttered, 
Mfvck  mournfully  to  Malvinas  heart; 
kut  Sir  Edmond  was  so  transported  with 
.Ms  joy,  that  he  scarcely  heard  tliem.. 
lie -could  feel  nothing  but  his  own  hap- 
^  piness;  he  saw  only  his  wife;  and  the 
^'^  flight  that  name  gave,  was  lurrDony  to 
'llif8enses.-*-^My  Malvina,  my  wite!  re- 
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peatcd  he,  pressing  her  in  his  arms,  snd 
tfaanktogher  for  her  Idadiiess;  he  blessed 
lier  m  tfumlttld  tiiiiei  for  lier  imc^  and 


agitation.  Halyina  lem  aardnlf.  iMt i 
tender  and  afifectionmte,   did  not 

him  more,  but  loved  him  better:  slic' 
^bcd  tears  of  gentleuess,  as  she  surveyed 
Ifav  Edmonds  md  mmtadlj  implored^ 

lovedi  should  cease  to  &id  ^  bin  Imf^  ' 
mesi  and  satiafmistiQa  ill  ber  aocie^. 

The  day  now  rolled  on^  and  Malvma, 
begging  Ifs£  Moodjr'a  a€«cf tanoe  «f « 
liandiiiMfr  liti  w^iml^  pmmi^  mi  » 

tn riling  her  also  a  thousand  tender  ac* 
knowledgments  for  her  kind  attentions, 
she  bid  her  adieuj  with  many  injunctions 
to  keep  this  secret, — She  then  returned 
to  tte  canvs^  ioM  ^^  h^ 
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9ir  Charles  Wtymund;  and  they  set  off 
Ibr  the  country  seat  which  had  been  pur- 
cbased  for  her. 


I 

CONJUGAL  HAPPINESS. 


The  house  was  small, 
elegant  and  commodious.  It  was 
tuated  in  the  centre  of  an  extensive 
rest,  which  rendered  it  difficult  of 
cess;  and  surrounded  with  veiy  1 
enclosures,  bordered  with  excel 
hedges  and  wide  ditches. 

Sir  Charles,  after  having  welcomed 
new  married  pair  to  their  little  mans 


JKAITIHiL 


Kook  of  their  frugal  repast;  and  pro- 
to  protect  Lady  Burton^  during 

£dmoiid*0  absence.  He  then  if  ished 
m  all  imaginable  felicity,  till  he  saw 
131  again,  and  left  them.  Sir  Ed-- 
ad's  intention  was  only  to  have  re* 
i  ned  two  days  ^th  Malvina;  and  eight 
1  already  elapsed,  without  his  think* 

of  leaving  his  lovely  wife;  when  he 
Kived  a  letter  from  Sir  Charles^  which 
>nned  him,  that  Mrs.  Burton  was 
y  uneasy  at  his  absence,  and  had  sent 
ry  where  to  search  for  him.  That 
»  evening  Mrs.  Moody  had  shewn  him 
etter,  which  she  had  received  from 
^  St  Clare;  in  which  she  expre|tt6d 


much  uneasiness,  and  also  was^so 
rmed  at  the  silence  of  her  friend,  that 
^  was  determined  to  set  out  for  £din- 
rgh,  in  order  to  inform  herself  what 
a  become  of  her,  unless  she  heard  very 
brily  from  her. 


They  both  felt  the  moment  of  separa- 
tion was  arrived;  without  speaking  tbef 
iiiideistood  it|  u  if  ky^  mmal  agi» 

ittil  rWiiiii  ^Ib^oiniir,^  to-morrov, 
moumfiilly  repeated  Malvina,  Yes,  io^ 
inorrow,  repeated  Sir  Etlmond,  with  v!\i' 
city;  but  I  shall  soo  a  re  turn;  a  fev?  dajs^ 
imd  I  ^fapJl  hsitea  to  you  u  bappy  n 

may  never  more  leave  tfie  wife  of  my  iit^ 

latryj  who  occupies  every  recess  of  my 
heart — Affected  by  these  tender  expres- 
sions^ Maiviua  gave  him  her  hand:  be 

tenderness  for  eacli*oli^»  it  might  be 
said,  that  all  oatute 
for  them  alane. 


CiMWealed  in  the  levf^  dv^Smg^&B. 
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five  touching  cadences;  which  seemed 
to  proceed  from  the  heart  that  could  di^ 
as  it  uttered  these  expressive  notes  of 
mournful  melody.  A  running  stream  of 
the  purest  water,  joined  its  indistinct 
murmurings  to  the  lonely  bird  of  even- 
ingj  and  spread  its  silver  meanderings 
over  the  emerald  coloured  carpet  of  na- 
[ure» 

'  The  glorious  orb  of  day,  as  it  slowly 
lunk  beneath  the  west,  overflowed  that 
tart  of  the  horizon  with  a  mantle  of 
limson,  tinging  the  pure  azure  of  the 
Mvens  with  soft  clouds  of  purple  and 
jold,  heightened  by  the  vermil  gl4}w, 
rhich  gives  the  rich  warm  colouring  ib 
D  evening  landscape. — While  the  first^ 
hades  of  night  slowly  descended  on 
arthy  as  if  reluctant  to  drop  its  veil,  be* 
>re  the  last  rays  of  the  setting  sun  had 
isappeared;  and  seemed  in  unison  with 
Ilia  pair,  that  day  left  nature  witi)  regret. 


Ill  mAzrtmm. 

As  they  returned  j  after  a  ddightftil  xviiW, 
towards  the  lirnisc,  Mahntia  uiounifiiily 
supported  liCTsc  U  on  t  he  arm  of  ^ir£d  mon 

MflW  wttbated  branches  quivering  m  1 
■ir^  andthensuddeolyfallingtotliegroui^l 
Tiearthem.—Astmilarity  between  thcmatt' 
herself  instantly  pressed  upon  her  he 
And  made      tjfflbte  far  h^^  bap 

lair  vMlfttfweriis  all  ft«t«ii^4Mil'Fl 

ti^e  moment  of  declenaiUfi  next  the ^ 
ist  and  most  elei  ated  point  of  happinc 
This  idea  filled  heart  with  inexprcsiil 
terror,  as  a  presentiment  that  bcr  ha 

physical  w^rtd.    We  behold  s  tera  WiflM  j 

walking  witli  his  leaden  sceptre  over  oyf 
fields^  more  than  luilf  the  year;  andiiis 
yoniig  suei^teurj  smihag  Spriug,  reiga* 
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eauteous  flowers.  Too  similar  to 
mstant  anxieties,  cares,  and  pain, 

nearly  occupies  all  the  term  of 
ind  if  it  permits  one  moment  of 
lillity  or  pleasure,  to  enlighten  our 
^ct,  it  only  serves  to  render  the 
,  which  is  to  succeed,  more  dark 
^rful,  from  the  contrast.  But  we 
ever  remember,  that  if  Heaven  has 
'.d  to  mortals  hereafter,  an  eternal 

and  unchanging  felicity,  we  must 
ily  desire  to  attain,  but  endeavour 
erve  it. 

ras  in  vain,  during  the  course  of 
ening,  that  Malvina  attempted  to 
»me  the  melancholy  impressi<fk 
she  had  received — not  all  the  ef- 
md  caresses  of  Sir  Edmond  could 
d.  Though  he  was  with  her,  he 
Teady  departed  in  her  mind ;  and 
;hstanding  the  fair  prospect  of  the 
^  which  he  pictured  to  her  in  such 
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illtilliMit  t'olf'iini,  yet  she  could  not  gam 
the  sweet  promise  ot  lus  i 


T^prtimfTtt  U€f«r  In  behold  you  again; 
if  these  are  the  only  moments  whic 
am  permitted  to  pass  with  jou,  at  W 
hear  my  be$t  wtsb^^ — Ilemeaiber 

.ibit  aMeMr.  vwhieli  Igsaift  Je^  tbM 

with  life ;  and  if,  in  the  future  state,  ^^'"I^* 
Heaven  has  destined  us  to  inherifi  ^ 
sboukl  preserve  the  renieuibmiire  of  ^^"^ 
was  most  dear  to  u%  eteroity  to  m<^^'' 

0%  mmm^  perbapt  when  unit^^' 
never  more  to  leavje  e»cii  other,  we 
at  last  enjoy  that  snf»«iM  leliQlty  v'^'^ 
can  enist  only  there. 

Why  does  my  Ap^vifi*  jdM^ 
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tly  sensible  of  the  blessing,  may  we 
hope  to  enjoy  it  on  earth  for  a 
gth  of  time? — But  the  uncertainty, 
:3iond,  do  you  not  feel  that  it  is 
'niing?  It  is  not  sufficient  for  me 
y  to  hope  for  your  tenderness,  but  to 

certain  of  it,  or  die.— My  tender 
Kid,  this  absence  will  be  but  of  short 
ation :  I  shall  fly  to  you — ^love  hafs 
igs,  you  know. — Yes,  Edmond,  it 
»  replied  Malvina,  ^ith  a  look  of 
most  inexpressible  tenderness  and 
Isincholy.  Can  you  ever  forget  that 
las?  Unjust  Malvina !  Dear  Edmond, 
don  me,  but  you  can  never  know 
it  you  are  to  Malvina.  Love  which, 
h  you,  is  only  a  transient  passion,  is 
Jome  the  intuitive  sentiment  of  my 
\,  and  will  terminate  only  with  my 
stence.  Edmond,  you  will  be  the 
^ter  of  my  fate,  and  you  must  answer 

my  life.  If  any  other  should  become 
IT  to  you,  if  it  is  but  for  a  day  or  an 


imtunty  ymir  error  would  imcr  ck 
ray  tcndcroess;  I  Rhoulcl  not  tvti 
%mm  jrour  repenuoccr  bdarc  1 

IM^^  Of  lU  tl»  i 

I  could  makft  coyld  cter  <  Wi1 
twatc  the  shock  I  should  receive; 
the  stroke  of  death  Mould  enter  i^l 
beait,  at  the  vcjy  moment  your  s  1 

jDtimt  lIsl^Bl^  why  do  you  opj  r?^' 
your  raind  by  these  mclanclioly  presages 
of  our  separation.  Ixt  me  press  tk^^ 
my  heart,  which  will  auswcr  tor  ^ 
Of  ^m^  fOff  thjmft  nmiim  evapoi^ 
the 

miadi  thy  teo^rlFi 

nic  from  the  earth ;  then  pressing  her  i 
his  anns,  he  endeavoured  to  enliven 
by  the  joy  he  felt  in  being  with  her,  ao<i 
ill  ^tmr  {Hesejit  haj^tness  Co  forget 
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f  it  is  already  peixeived,  that  Sir  £d- 
nd  s  regret  was  less  lively  than  usual; 
1  that  Malyina's  love  appeared  rather 
j^meuted,  it  is,  alas,  but  the  melaa- 
>ly  confirmation  of  the  inconstancy  of 

^t  length  the  day  appeared — the  car- 
fc  was  ready — the  fatal  moment  ar- 
ed.  Edmond  tore  himself  from  his 
c:  she  wept,  but  was  silent.  Ed- 
»Dd  looked  at  her,  and  fell  at  her  feet 
UD.  They  mingled  their  tears  toge- 
t:  but  Edmond,  finding  his  fortitude 
1.  him,  roused  himself,  and,  with  a 
id  of  cruel  courage,  forced  himself 
n  her.  Malvina  was  overcome,  she 
ibed  after  him:  E(hnond,  she  ex- 
imed,  only  one  word  more,  only  once 
irc,  adieu — ^it  will  be  the  last  Her  ad- 
rss  was  in  vain  ;  the  carriage  was  gone, 
d  he  heard  her  not.  She  perceived  the 
ices  of  the  wheels  fresh  on  the  gravel. 
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maiked  the  carriq;e  as  it 
the  trees,  and  observed  the  hlMl'i 
EdnioDd  wa^ng  an  adieu. 
the  ahuining  pTesentiment,  thit 
should  never  behold  him  agaU,riii^^ 
tered  a  kst  adieu,  and  fefl 
the  grass. 

On  recovering,   she  recollected  4*1 
anxiety  which  MVs.  St.  Clare  murt** 
under,  on  her  account;  and  that  it* 
above  two  months  since  she  had  be* 
separated  from  her  dear  Frances.  Ofr 
demning  her  neglect,  and  conscious 
the  sight  of  her  would  sooth  her  griA 
and  mitigate  the  absence  of  Sir  Edroond, 
she  ordered  every  thing  to  be  made  reidy 
for  her  departure;  intending  to  bring 
Mrs.  St.  Clare  and  Fanny  back  with  her, 
which  she  determined  should  take  place 
on  the  following  day. 


Though  she  had  so  suddenly  fonnw! 
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J  plan  of  leaving  her  retreat,  she 
alci  not  think  of  quitting  it,  without 
iting  all  the  places  where  she  hud 
Lked  with  Sir  Edmond,  frequently 
pping  to  survey  the  scenery  which 
i^Jr  had  together  admired.  Kvery- 
ere  she  met  with  something  which  cx- 
od  her  regret  and  her  tears;  and  re- 
ining herself  to  the  mournful  sensations 
iich  oppressed  her  heart — Oh!  Nature, 
e  exclaimed,  whatever  place  1  may  in- 
ibit,  he  will  ever  be  present  to  my 
lagination ;  and  may  all  thy  produc- 
es ever  produce  the  remembrance  of 
e.  Thou  thick  and  impervious  Forest, 
11  him,  that  when  I  wander  through 
ee,  voluntary  and  alone,  I  only  behold 
y  glooms;  butM'hen  together  we  roved 
lidst  thy  shades,  thou  wast  a  retreat  of 
oriferous  flowers:  let  thy  enchanting 
rfumcs  recal  to  his  mind,  the  sweetest, 
e  most  gentle  sensations.    Ye  little 

VOL.  IV,  D 
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tnneful  Tenants,  let  your  sweet  melodj 
warl^le  notes  of  love;  and  thou^  fair  Fi- 
ver, let  tliy  gentle  murmuriog  course^ 
be  to  hun  an  emblem  of  constancy;  and 
mhm  I^iglit^  lier  gable  mantle^ 
mvelope  cwsy  object,  which  may  rer 
mmd  him  of  mei  then  let  thy  platntiTe 
echo,  from  her  air>^  cell,  inform  hinit 
that  it  ii  a  vpioe  y^hiQ^ 
own. 

tions  the  mind  can  experience,  that  Mal- 
vina  found  herself  once  more  in  the  arms 
of  Mrs.  St.  Clare,  and  her  beloved 
Frances.  But  all  the  pleasure  Received, 
could  not  efface  the  melancholy  impres- 
sion which  the  parting  with  Sir  Edmond 
had  occasioned.  It  was  too  recent  for 
her  to  overcome  its  shock.  It  is  not  on 
a  stormy  day,  that  we  can  perceive  the 
clear  azure  of  the  heavens. 
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But  While  the  world  could  not  afford 
any  thing  which  seemed  to  relieve  her 
anguishi  was  Sir  Edmond  equally  con- 
cemedy  by  the  remembrance  of  her  ? — 
Had  he  but  one  thought,  of  love  and 
Malvina;  but  one  wish/ to  see  her  again? 
Ah !  we  must  doubt  of  such  a  thing ; 
ttid  it  is  necessary  to  recollect,  that  in 
such  a  character  as  he  possessed,  there 
existed  more  ardour  than  tenderness ; 
that  hh  passion  was  more  violent,  tlian 
deep-rooted.  Indeed,  is  it  not  sufficient 
tlfat  he  was  a  man ! 

Tlie  difference  which  is  observed  in 
the  affection  in  both  sexes,  must  always 
be  objected  to  as  a  reproach.  These  half 
of  the  species,  which  Nature  destines  to 
be  men,  receive  with  their  sensibility,  a 
mixture  of  ambition  and  glory;  but 
those  who  are  formed  for  mothers, 
p2 
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ought  to  pom^  ojjly  th/y.fS^.0K' 

mile  ^^iiMMfwQ^iI^^ 
th^  WcMcii.  af^ftmticQ  of  |ier  lu^lwli 

and  commanding  all  her  servants  to  aft* 
swcr  her  inquiries,    not  oiic  of  them 
could  give  her  any  iufoniiatioii-  Bat 
Feiiwicki  who  wbb  ,  mom  calQi^icd 
togiiiaitffotii  ^^*'<^l4fi:^Cjf^  ^ 
he  was  only  indebted  fiifilrtBwIW 
iiig  plac  cd  liim  u!)ove  them,  could  there- 
fore <U  se  t  lid  to  them  without  degrading 
himself;  and  learned  from  the  domestics 
qll  the  gofiiping  of  the  uetghbourhood^ 
«MS^£dln$ilil%<«^^  Mood;; 
Irbcitm  biuidsp^e  j^oiiog  lady,  u  ho 
V&L  w^tit  ou%  always  received  Uie  visif* 
of  Sir  Edmond-    That  she  never  appear- 
ed at  the  windows  but  by  cliance,  when 
s^ie  had  iieglected  to  draw  th^  curtains 
Wltic&  dtbttai:^  kept  cjs&ltimtlv 

closed. 
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When  Mrs.  Burton  was  informed  of 
these  |mrticulars,  she  partly  guessed  at 
the  trcith ; '  and  was  determined  tb  disco* 
ver  the  whole  of  this  mystery. 

.?,■■"' 

In  ■  ieonsequence,  she  sent  for  Mrs. 
Moody ;  had  her  ushered  into  her  dres- 
aiikg^roont,  where  she  received  her  with 
the  utn^ost  ^fi^bility;  questioned  her 
1l9th  tftiie'tnost  ddnsummatb  art|  and  men- 
tioned Mi^Vvina  &nd  he^  hephew  with* 
seeming  kindness.  Complained  that  they 
flfldikilftecitfe^  hei^ ;  that  if  they  would 
IWW'pUced  b  con^^  m  her  affec- 
tlih,  '4he>t^I(l  never  have  opposed  their 
ilM^n'i^aiMl'  insisted  on  knowing  the 
tMitlt^^1vi»' affair,  that  she  might  grant 
^tA^er  paiklbn,  before  they  came  to 
requive^  it.  '  Thfeh,  addressing  herself  in 

still  more'  interesting  manner  to  Mrs. 
Moody,  saying,  it  would  be  of  infinite 
consequence  to*  all  those  who  should  con- 
d3 


0k  ^  IMtVUrA* 

tiibttle  lAfMvs  happy  ncafua9Mm$'  mi 
spoke  in  t1i«  highest  terms  of  the  ac^ 
l^)gM(3ld«B^g9M»ti  they  voukl  leqeivc 

TbiM  she  mteiated         tbe  heait 

imilt^nher,  wbidi  neither  bftlwi  tt 

threats  woil1<1  have  liad  the  power  to 
make  her  confess,  but  vviiich  she  conl-l 
ijot  fefiiae  to  the  tlatt^rmg  idea  of  aciiug 
4  Iprt  |a  8Uf^  a  particulai:  caibe^ 

Mr$,  fiurtqfi  fii  ^bm  ifS^m^td,  of 
both  the  (1  ly  and  plac€  where  Malvina 
was  marrieci ;  aud  notwitlistaDding  the 
anger  she  felt  by  tlits  iofoipiationj  sbc 
||f^  hetoiyed  the  filig^tent  change  m 
bdr  €ou]itraMi€e.r-tilie,  |pc^  Iiii9v«l 
Mrs*  Moody  with  the  utmost 
chargiQg  her  to  be  silent  with  respect  to 
^'hat  had  passed  l>etween  them,  that  she 
might  not  deprive  her  of  the  pleasure  of 
suiprjsing  her  nephew  aud  uiece. 
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But  the  moment  she  was  alone,  she 
gave  way  to  her  resentment,  and  endea- 
voured to  devise  every  method  she  could 
think  of,  necessary  to  have  the  marriage 
annulled.  She  had  not  a  doubt  but  that 
Lord  Stafford,  the  uncle  of  Lady  Mary 
Summerhill,  would  be  so  extremely  hurt 
by  this  event,  that  he  would  be  ready  to 
assist  her  in  revenging  it.  She  deter- 
mined and  prepared  immediately  to  go 
and  consult  with  him;  when  Sir  Ed- 
mond  made  his  unexpected  appearance, 
eqidpped  for  travelling,  and  inquired  if 
ahb  liad  any  commands  for  London. 


THE  DANG] 

Sir] 

Malvina,  that  p 
should  go  to  Ml 
parture,  and  in^ 
journey,  which 


^Mw  jBartott^i  -who  dould  so  easily:  cont 
:^eal  her  angf Fi  made  but  few  inquiries 
:cmcerhiDg  bis  last  absence,  pretendittg  . 
U>  believe  all  he  told  her ; .  and  without, 
inowiiig  the  real  motives  of  his  journey, 
(he  heard  of  it  with  pleasure.  For 
Aough  she  had  not  a  doubt  but  that 
ldalirin&  expected  something  from  it,  yet 
ibe^was  too  well  acquainted  with-  Sir  £d- 
■oud,  not  to  know  this  separation  was 
itoftt  fortunate  for  the  plan  she  medita- 
jed.  Thereforcj  far  from  offering  the 
lUghtbst  ohjection  to  it^  she  approved  of 
^.intention;  saying,  I  am  very  glad 
'JtoLt  yau  did  not  think  of  setting  out 
Mchout  seeing  me.  I  am  perfectly  sen- 
lible  c^f  this  attention  ;  but  may  I  hope 
f;pB  will  enhance  it,  by  Laviug  the  kind- 
ifev  to  cail'  at  Lady  Dorset  for  a  few 
■inuies,  whose  mansion  lays  in  your 
mad;  and  you  will  be  so  gond  to  di.liver 
fti  .letter^ ^\iuuch  importamc  to  Mrs. 
Feawick,  who  hus  been  there  near  iifteen. 


^fs,  and  I  caa  iwloii^ildif^aaidiiig 
it. — Sir  £dmoDd  promised  to  take  the 
charge  of  it,  and  siie  ^nrtmtiy,fftimi  W 
her  closet  to  wtitit  iC»  : 

It      •  •  »  hi:  . 

thb  inttaatiicud  ^qr^ve  iDaiTOd;  and 
6*om  the  cQiiVOTltioB^«yhieh  I  had  last 
with  you,  it  will  lead  y6n  to  imagine, 
that  i  caniiQt  endii^ 

m  mf  hofpm  of  tfmUjg^  Jf  ^iitttl  iftij 
soon  be  cabled  to  burst  asundex  a  chaioi 
which  every  way  man  ally  offends  me.— 
It  is  in  your  pow  er  to  aftbrd  me  great  as- 
sistaoce  m  this  afiair:  I  wish  you,  by  all 
raean^  to  jin^^iiieymy  art^  to  d^ 

Dorset's.    I  do  not  imagine  tliityoa 
fiad  the  least  difhculty  in  doing  this,  as 
you  are  at  liberty  to  use  all  the  means  m 
your  power:  they  will  all  be  light  if  you 
can  but  succeed. 


While  he  is  forgetting  himself  with 
you,  I  shall  employ  the  time  to  advan* 
ttge,  in  concert  with  Lord  Stafford,  to 
petition  government;  setting  forth  Sir 
£dmond|  as  being  a  zealous  convert  to 
the  Prench   principles,    as  a  subject 

.  diat  would  bring  dishonour  upon  his  fa- 
mily, and  they  desired,  for  that  reason, 
that  he  might  be  sent  out  of  the  king^ 

'  dom,  to  prevent  this  disgrace. 

"  Difficult  as  the  execution  of  this  plan 
nay  appear,  yet  by  the  assistance  of  our 
SHUnerous  connections,  I  am  almost  cer- 
tain of  its  success :  and  when  he  is  :oii 
board,  and  the  vessel  ready  to  sail,  I 
shall  then  make  my  terms  with  him  ; 
and  the  only  alternative  shall  be,  that  I 
will  engage  to  procure  him  his  lib^ny, 
provided  he  will  consent  to  sign  an 
agreement,  by  which  the  marriage  shall 
be  annulled.   Then  I  shall  immediately 


iMtiwiK  to  If alur  Baaitf^'  im  fkt 
MsK  inatantly '  itbd.  Mflm  IhcRidaa  «i 
ae,  vaim  she:  will  ^ackMfwMge  to 
■Mriiigc  to  fcc  void       •  . 

If  they  both  mbmife  to  «qr-viidiM 
mmk-  unul  the  uniiM^  whidi  :to 
4cMi<uyal  dl  ay  hopea.  But  ii,  tm-  Ai 
•coQtliry,  they  shmdd  refuse  «li 
diune  publicly  to  defy  me,  I  sfaatt  at  hit 
be  revenged  by  iheir  despair,  by  taking 
Sir  Edmond  froui  his  beloved  wife.  The 
detested  Malvina,  from  being  deprived  of 
•both  her  husband  and  her  charge,  viU 
'be  rendered  so  miserable,  tlmt  I  am  €e^ 
Atiltx  of  being  successful  iu  that  point. 

Adieu,  my  young  friend,  I  trust  to 
your  address;  employ  all  your  cfaamis 
to  detain  Sir  Edmond,  that  my  petitioo 
may  reach  London  before  he  can ;  that 
the  friends  which  he  may  have  in  the 
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p^iticid  line,  may  not  have  time  to  pre* 
wnt  it$  taking  effect. 

Ann  Burton." 

She  returned  and  gave  this  letter  to 
Sir  £dmond|  with  an,  air  of  so  muqb 
•iwdness  and  freedom,  that  it  would 
*]ii|ve  deceived  suspicion  itself.   This  di»? 
^^ffniulation  was  almost  useless,  as  she 
j^ll  knew  she  had  not  the  least  reason  to 
"^hc  under  any  anxiety  with  regard  to  its 
'^tfntents;  for  had  he  even  doubted  its 
'  tiM^npy,  he  was  so  scrupulous  in  such 
^fjuesf  that  she  had  not  the  slightest 
Cfiftae  to  fear  his  imprudence  in  this  re- 

[He  then  left  her;  and,  according  to 
^prooise,  be  stopped  the  next  evening 
IMy  Dorset's.    He  gave  Mrs.  Bur- 
ylttm%  letter  to  Williams,  his  own  ser« 
/iMMti!  to  "present  it  directly  to  Mrs.  Fen* 
mUki  far  it.  was  his  intention  not  to  lose 


Wrs*  Fen  wick  had  no  occasion  (or 
Mrs.  Burton'^  connnaods,  to  mducc  tier 
to  make  use  of  emf  m  M-^Miia  Sa 

Mlitiule  of  Burton  Hall,    she,  thoiiglf^ 
Mmranded  by  pleasure,  and  in  the  niid!l 
of  the  gay  world,  yet  preferred  him  to 
every  othtf.    IntoxicajCM  with  pnk. 


bilpcMctifiGed  them  all,  tolHUO  obtaia- 

cd  a  return  of  Sir  Edmond's  attention.— 
The  knowleds^  of  his  marriage  corroded 
fiU  the  joy  slie  felt  on  fais  arrival ;  yet  sbe 


the  difibrenoe  and  sitiiatio!i  of  a  lovef 
who  live?  in  hope,  and  Uu*  husband  who 
ia  in  po^es&ioiiA  £iqbl  these  consjik**' 


1^ 


\Bf  she  well  knew  how  to  appreciate 
alight  obstacles  which  marriage^  in 
eial,  places  between  infidelity  and  love. 

Hiile  Sir-  Edmond  was  iropatientljr 
:ed  in  hi^  .carriage,  Williams  was 
ting  at  Mrs.  Fenwick's  room  door  for 
answer,  or  if  she  had  any  commission 
his  master. — In  the  interim,  this  lady 
'i  reflecting  what  steps  she  should  take^i 
detain  Sir  Edmond  and  ruin  Malvina. 
\  therefore  called  Williams  iiito  the 
m;  examined  him;  made  a  few  inqui- 
T-Kibserved  that  he  appeared  a  cha- 
ter,  that  would  coincide  with,  and  assist 
in  her  plans.  ,  She,  consequently^ 
ke  to  him  as  follows : 

*  Williams,  your  master  has  fallen  in- 
disgrace  with  Mrs.  Burton,  by  the 
•t  imprudent  step  he  could  have 
xn^  and.  which  will  for  ever  deprive 
Q. of  her  kindness;  yet,  if- you  value 


mc  ia  j»pairiDg;hii  fi^ 

I£  yoit:  wUlKlb&oirja^f:r3d»B^  >■!; 

may,  perhaps^  prevent  his  aiut  firom  d»- 

i»K  j;  fji  >"/  ':<.•  ..  /'l  .111/  Ji:  '^iii4;4;V 

td  detdcmine. .  Wilkiira^  -  it: .  waa^  thenn 
foc^  i  cbDceicted  betx^a  <  hUn.  amd;  iftu 
Fenwick,.  thai  Williams  was  to  acquaint 
bcr,  with!  ail  hifl  'niaster's  actions  and  inb 
t<Qtipn«r;^\  aud> .  also,  i  all^  .letters  -  whiolll 
migbt.p^s^.  wisrc  fiiBtrtbi  be.  Tcnritted^lii 

As  soon  as  this  was!  settled,.  :Mrd.  Feii^ 
wick  sent  to  inform  Sir  Edmond,  that 
tb^  letter  shei  hadi  mceiyed.'irom  Mrs. 
Burton,  required  .her.  t6jiwrite>iinmedi*^ 
ately  to  L,t»ndoi)^  as  ib  was  6€  tipe  utmort 
im)>ortance^  and  mmt  bedentaa^sQoaitf 
BM&jblf^  aild,i Ji^ajteii'jiMiivouid  ibe^^aa 
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;ing  as  to  take  the  charge  of  it;. 

as  it  must  delay  his  journ,ey  a  few 
itesy  intreated  he  would  aligbt^^  ami 

into  the  house  duriug  that  time,  i 

le  immediately  acquainted  Lady  Dor« 
nth  Sir  £dmoQd's  being  there,  who 
;  herself  to  the  carriage  to  invite  him 
Iter  the  saloon ;  and,  on  his  refusal, 
taxed  him  with  unpoliteness.  This 
Ki  him  to  comply  with  her  preying 
iitioa;  and  be  followed  her,  in  order 
lifeititt^^Mm  Fc^ick  bad  finished 
eftttfr.  lit  ho^rev6r  went  with  an  ill 
e,  witliout  wishing  it,  into  a  room 
of  company;  composed  of  gay, 
ohable,  and,  some  of  the  handsomest 
en. 

Oil  after  Mrs.  Fenwick  entered,  wit1< 
Lcket  in* her  hand,  which  she  pre4 
!d  to  Sir  Edmond,  without  rfttefmpt* 
t6  drtaift"  hihi.  '  Kc  looked  at  her; 


f enci  iiii  ocpin  "nit  nimn 
IVtmuni  had  ttkeii  caie;  liy  In^ 
ctousMiS)  to  prevent  Iiini ;  far,  a» 
believed  I  hat  h  b  n»aster  would  of  con 
ftty  the  nigtit  there^  lie  had  aent 


•  Mrs.  Fenwick  ptttended  tobcgrtai^l 
distressed  at  having  detained 
tang,  ^uid^i^iiB#  lier'a^  to  takt^ 

Lady  Dorset  and  her  company  wert  j 
f^oiced  at  his  being  detailed,  M^J 
'Wtmftt         ipp^ued  Mfty ;  she  ^ 
IVIttl^iUMlil  1^  of  so  mwb  i 

Jiprent  veracity,  that  Sir  Edmoad 
not  a  doubt  of  it    She  requested  hi 
panion,  with  fuch  a  bewitching  grac^ 
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\t  it  was  impossible  to  avoid  grantmg 
His  being  obliged  to  stay,  alloT^ed 
11  time  to  examine  her  at  his  leisure; 
d  he  was  astonished  at  her  improve- 
Tit. 

Eveiy  person  repeated  to  him  how 
Lch  she  was  admired,  and  that  the 
rkl  acknowledged  her  among  the  most 
ebrattid  beauties.  She  was  no  longer 
Miss  Melmor,  whose  inexperience 
Rented  her  from  heightening  all  the 
MMIages  which  Nature  had  endowed 
'  with.  Coquetry  had  rendered  httr 
ite  another  woman.  Each '  day  in- 
ased  the  charms  of  her  figure,  and 
'  manners  and  wit  became  more  al« 
ing.  Perhaps  she  had  not  one  quality 
idi  could  attach,  but  every  allurement 
It. obuld  seduce.  In  solitude  or  re- 
ement,  she  would  not  have  been  no* 
Kd;  but  in  the  world  she  attracted 
Iqr  one.    Her  witticisms  were  so  apt, 


that  touching  smile  which  express^lTj 
much;  those  langubhing  apd  voluptuow! 

l^s  i^P)os(^.ba|^:i|mtfne^«fit)f<4i9^ 
iftff7e|)^,|he^lffi|9gma^9l»}9lMMfii 

fected  ef&^u  w.liic^  fi(fg^  .^(>4  #VWt 
w^t,?t  .iir^^kjfs  .ti^.utliBr,;:»(i|thmyieKJI 
enhance  ^e  v;9f^;of,i|fhftt,.ba«  fKf^ 
^  lipaLti.Ji^^sho^t,  fiU  those  WilM 
f^y^nSft  .th.9se.«ff»|:wfilT^^  nwM^ 
^^t  eqx^^i^tipfi  q|r8)f9§pe^in  t^li^i^r^ 
li^icbf^ihasF  parpos^.(kft  sofiK^tbipg^iH^ 
liawhed,  #  if,:  l^y,  i^^^ni?^,  Jf\^l(ik■.m 
W0Uld<Jbliasb;,^05f)>0?ew  i  ,j:  .     :,m;i  . 

j.!?**Uai>fc  tJiAi««gh  ;l  >t*»h,to!(4elii»eate:« 
C9qm>  Imfiy  notlthe^|^g^vftatt;wteq«t6 
Uka  of  •  Mrs,  I  y^nwijl^.  Yeu  with  .<a 
fM^y  ♦dva,<Ltages,.shf.;j»'a»i  ^^'^ 


I 
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the  heart  Her  figure  nnght  gaia 
t  adihicert,  for' her  character  alone  was 
'med  to  excite  the  passions*  i 

It  jras  for  this  reason  that  Mrs.  Bur- 
who  understood  it  so  perfectly,  was 
oscious  that  she  possessed  exactly  those 
ractioDS  which,  inflanne    but  not  one 
those  lasting  <qualilic9  which  attach. 

therefoK,  had  =  s(?lectcd  Mrs.  Fen- 
:k  as  the  most  eligible  person,  to  di- 
tand  separate  Sir  Edinond  from  MaU 
to  seduce,  without  fixing  him. 


'e  obBcrV'e,  from  this  trait,  that  Mrs. 
on,  who  was  fornierlv  so  oxtremelv 
e  on  the  conduct  of  Miss  Melmor, 
low  totally  indifferent  with  regard 
U)  of  Mrs;  Fen  wick.    Such  is  the 
ition  ' which  we  must  attribute  to 
who  make  such  an  ostentatious 
4  their  virtue,  whose  origin  arises 


tcifeic  with 


at  Ifn. 

lo¥cr  and  hihaad  of  the  HwUi  Mahi- 


tioa 


Bat  it  must  be  icmembercd,  that  tiie 
character  was  drawn  from  Nature^  and 
is  not  an  ideal  one;  that  it  existed k 
the  eighteenth  century.  That,  in  gene- 
ral. Providence  has  endowed  men  witk| 
more  of  the  sensual  in  their  idea  of 
love,  than  the  re6ned  affectioa  of  tbe 
heart ;  but  tliat  women,  who  possetf 
delicate  and  sensible  souls,  feel  the  lat- ' 
ter  Sensation  in  all  its  native  purity  and 
iiucerity.  Therefore,  it  is  asserted,  that 
a  man,  trom  the  excess  of  his  tenderness 
for  one  woman,  feels  a  distant  attrac- 
tioa  for  every  other;  but  the  instaot 
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at  a  refined  and  sensible  woman  has 
:cd  her  selection,  all  other  men  are  as 
rfectty  indiifercpt»  a»  if.  th^  were  not 
existence. 


I 


tUXVlSJU 


CHAP.  V. 


TKIAL  OF  COQUETBT. 


If.  knowledge  of  the  ^ 
!fad  developed  the  graces  of  Mrs. 
wick,  it  had  also  given  her  discernn 
and  an  artful  penetration,  which  i 
lively  taught  her,  the  moment  and 
portunity  when  her  plans  would  tak 
feet,  and  best  succeed.  She  was  ce 
that  Sir  Edmond  had  promised  his 
to  remain  faithful  to  her  alone,  and 
he  wished  to  keep  this  promise  in  viola 


nsequently,  any  particular  advances 
uM  be  impoliticy  as  they  would  iinme- 
-"^ely  put  him  upon  his  guzlrd.  ^  On  the 
I cr  handy  it  would  be  equally  danger- 
5  to  appear  as  if  she  had  quite  forgot 
n ;  for  it  was  by  that  point  that  she 
ended  to  draw  him  back. 

It  was  a  long  road,  and  she  was  con- 
ous  she  could  not  attempt  to  reach  it 
the  first  outset.  Therefore,  in  order 
succeed,  it  rcquued  all  her  art  to  al- 
him,  without  his  suspecting  it;  and 
be  sufficiently  agreeable  to  tempt 
*,  without  letting  him  perceive  that 
'Was  her  intention  to  do  so.  To  be 
Iktinually  with  him,  that  she  might 
hd  him  on  imperceptibly,  till  she  found 
e  bad  entirely  subdued  him ;  without 
brwing  him  time  to  recollect  what  he 
d  forgot,  or  a  moment  to  reflect  on 
tt  he  felt    Accordingly,  that  she 

rOL.  IV.  £ 
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BUght  succeed  in  tliis  plan,  she  neglect- 
cd.  no^  Qpp<xittuiiLy  of  beixig  near 
iritiuMtt  tim  i^fMWWg  toiriiii  it 
vrm  partioali^dy  careful  iMt  to 
liim  firsti  yet  Iiad  the  art  of  eb' 
him  to  aitciress  his  conversation  to  Iwr^ 
What  was  intiniteiy  more  dangerous^  %k 
used  that  finesse^  which  uswan  with  thit 

iiwwiijiiiiu.iigiii0r  iiiji.iiMi 

SirEdinond  conscqueDtly  hecarae 
deceived  irom  ml  ftuspectiiig  % 

Jfawlifed^  he  thought  he  had  of 

men;  thcreforCt  he  believed  it  impossit* 
In  deceive  him.    He  ditl  not  know  tliai 
whatever  penetration  a  mau  may 
in  tliat  respect^  he  couhl  not,  in 

Mhmtmdesi^Bifm^-^  Wieties^  ^ 
the  deep  Arts  if  cafiMligf^  BmSm^^^ 


.1 


■ 
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r  only  perceived  in  Mrs.  Fenwick's  neg- 
^ficei  the  certainty  of  her  having 
it  the  presumption  of  thinking  herself 
peflor  to  Mdvina;  and  this  thought 
^carded  him  pleasure.  He  cast  a  look 
disdain  on  all  the  beauties  who  appa- 
itly  wished  to  excite  his  attention, 
d  only  continued  near  her,  who  did 
it  appear  to  seek  for  it 

This  distinction  did  not  escape  Mrs. 
iwick,  and  she  drew  from  it  a  favour- 
5  omen  of  lier  triumph.     By  this 
ns  she  could  speak  with  confidence» 
this  she  most  carefully  concealed ; 
by  this,  she  had  the  power  of  ren* 
ig  herself  still  more  amiable. 

iras  not  to  Sir  Edmond  that  she  dis* 
I  the  brilliancy  of  her  wit;  no,  for 
le  reserved  all  those  little  interest- 
If  sentences^  which  appear  to  es- 


£2 
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cape  with  such  indiffei  eiice.  But  wlicn 
she  acidresscd  otliers,  Iicr  convemtkifl 

betrayed  ^^rffi^*^^|^^  "^^hky  j 

liy  Mine  is  CQIU^^  utei 
Uttered  by  lips  of  tjie  brigfij^t  fcrmQ- 
lion  J  and  a  couateaance  which  was  aitj 
mired  by  the  fashionable  world.  Yrtl 
this  faiicinating  woman  no  odiffl 

than  the  pretty  iSim^f^^oi;  und 


He  observctl  her  with  ast<^n^lmle^t: 
if  she  had  betrajcd  iht  least  coohie^^sia 
fccfjH^Yiour,  be  mmU  ba^e  f  erccivrf 
tiStt  ^  bad  soioe  design ;  lor,  at 
lie  would  have  consuleral  it  as  proted* 
ing  from  jealousy.  He  olnrrvctl  sheriff 
played  her  M  it  tu  others,  Whh  hhw  sht 
seemed  only  to  speak  her  real  seutiniait*! 
Ipliieh  she  mzd^  appear  ti|i^|irals«it€|^ 
able;  lliis  fifttaial^  Tyas'a  flattcrinff  ^ 
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"very  particular  distinction,  but  it  was 
-involuntary.    She  slightly  hinted  their 
^'ftwrmer  coirnections,  and  the  friendship 
'yhich  had  succeeded  it. 

This  idea  rendered  Mrs-  Fenwick  still 
^ore  interesting ;  he  drew  nearer  to  her, 
.^ii&at  he  might  converse  more  at  his  ease; 
*^illd  from  curiosity  only,  wished  to  dis- 
^^mtdvet  whether  she  saw  him  with  any 
:lMaotioh. — But  their  conversation  was 
^•Mon  interrupted  by  the  festivity  of  the 
I  test  of  the  company;  and  Mrs.  Fenwick 
.  -iMis'^be  first  to  assist  in  the  general 

;<5iiii«y. ;  ^ 

I  l^^iiDancing  was  mentioned;  It  M'as  Mrs. 

I*fcrt*ibk's^  delight :  in  that  she  displayed 
•  call  bei*  graces.  If  her  manner  of  danc- 
|.-^lklg<MFas  notfio  dfgnffied  as  Malvina's,  it 
:  QWRS  light  and  voluptuous    her  steps  and 

i<h«r  looks 'wer€  not  adapted  to  attract  the 
e3  'v 


75  ajwir-*- 

iicart,  but  to  f^^^gRg^ie  seiJ^.  Ttvu 
acknowUdj^ed  ihe  only  caused  a 
piomejitary  jny^essipn  J  J^\iX^  \i  k  pf^ 


By  dcjfi'ccs  Sir  Ed  mo  lul  began  to  W 
elevated :  Jlrs.  Fcnwkk,  attcnti%e  to  ha 

^Ipin  the  success  -flf i|ier  first  fittemfit^ 

that  she  might  he  permitted  to  hazai*! 
auulht-r.  She  k-t  Sir  Kthixnul  obstrvf; 
rh^  ^le  Qply  wi&h£(^  tp  with  hiv 

How  could  be  refUse  her,  crmK  kB,  fafl 
not  felt  li        ta  'teolS  tttn  ciuumiq 

pf  the  3rouTig  gentlemea  during  ti( 
ball,  who  had  mentiomd  Mrs.  Feiiwidt 
IH'itb  nipture and  4^&cribed  her  ss  tke 


in  short,  Burton,  said  Lord  Wigby,  « 
ing  man  of  high  birtli,  and  an  agree* 
e  figure,  will  you  believe,  that  after 
^ing  passed  more  than  eight  days  with 
,  in  all  the  freedom  of  old  acquaint- 
•es,  in  the  country;  and  tried  every 
leavour  to  render  her  sensible  of  my 
?,  I  could  only  obtain  a  few  tender 
ks  and  kind  sentences,  which  is  all  I 
I  hope  for :  and  there  is  not  any  one 
e,  who  has  been  more  successful  than 
self.  I  am  also  certain,  that  even 
1,  Burton,  with  all  the  brilliant  advaik- 
es  which  have  given  you  success,  I 
confident  that  you  will  not  succeed 
f  better  Math  her. 

^e,  said  Sir  Edmond,  with  a  smile, 
ich  expressed  how  certain  he  was  <5f 
iquering,  if  he  chose  to  make  the  uth 
ipt. 


f es,  yourself,  replied  Lord  Wigby,  and 


jiie  aliall  soon  be  convinced;  Ibrlkoowj 
yo«  fiuitoD»  aud  I  am  certain  of  it:- 
;you  take  no  piJiis  to  oonquert  you^ 
iftiifl 
»ui 

Vps»  i|«s^  afK!ed  the  rest  of  tlie  yoaa 
nitm,  W^igby  speaks  from  experience^ 
.we  aiiall  now  see  if  there    not  ouc  u< 
nidte  ciiii  itiAii^  Sir  EdAOiiii  Button*  j 

tI,  IV. 

t  *    ilHi»il&more»  oofntinued  Lord ' 

encouraged  by  the  applause  of  his  coir] 
panions,  I  will  wager^  if  he  will,  m 
Jmndred  gulueaS}  that  he  will  not  obtain 

JStr,  Edinoud  possessetl  more  ddicn 
:ancl  honor,  than  to  be  c:ipableof  reveal 
tlic  iutimacy  which  had  fbrujerly  existed  1 
betiTffin  Miss  Melntior  and  liimsclfi  Mni^l 
Iff  fMf;iiiii^  ^1 


hich  ^tilil' only  have  "been  displayed 
otn  criifelty.  •  The  remembrance  of  Mai- 
na  oc^ioned  him  tomake this  sacrifice; 
rd  he  lefused  to  bet  with  Lord  Wigby, 
id  preferred  supporting  the  ridicule  of 
%  friend's  pleasantry,  rather  than  offend 
e  woman  he  adored.    This,  from  such 
:1iaracter  a4  his,  was  the  highest  proof 
could  give ;  for  it  was  not  usual  with 
n  for  the  heart  to  vanquish  his  vanity, 
[if  that  vanity,  which  in  general  is  the 
at  of  id^liluch  mischief,  and  in  reality 
y  lie  termed  inhuman  in  its^  baneful 
jcts,  Vas  going  to  be  gratified  in  its 
n.    Sir  Edtnond,  it  is  true,  had  refused 
fully  tO"  seduce  Mrs.  Fenwick,  and  dc- 
imtcd  to  persist  in  his  resolution  ;  but 
fie  skme  time  he  was  highly  gratified  - 
ticeiVe  80  many  publici  marks  df  her 
tialityl    '  ' 

t'ifris  irt  this  instant  she  went  up- 1» 
^'ittid  whispered  the  dance  is  going  to^ 


0 

commescej  I  am  passionately -^ufl  of  it^ 

was  I  not  a  strangt^r  to  the  gentleuitn 

1'-;  .  , 

'^^^Iffokei]  at  ftf  rs.  Feaviclf  tapeneti 
vfietlier  this  was  saiti  with  dtsigu-  Np^' 
l^pre  had  she  iippcftr^il  so  hrdy ;  atrf 

and  *  f nfyit .  tfef  preference  which  Hi 
ceiTed  fi'om  her ;  and  he  could  not 
th&  defiire  of  triumphing  in  thcif  presence- 
It  wa§  decided^  that  he  sli9ul4  kave  Mt^ 

llgW,  fl^^he  bosom  flf|% 
the  tliiu  gauze  which  shaded  it;  apd^ 
both  began  this  dangerous  danc^,  whi 
the  voluptuoud  hnagine  awakene  improf^ 
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Soon  after,  this  brilliant  society  sat 
wn  to  a  sumptuous  collation,  composed 
every  delicacy,. and  the  most  exquisite 
nes.  The  light  hand  of  Mrs.  Fenwick 
Iped  to  empty  the  flasks  of  champagne, 
e  always  began,  and  ended  with  Sir 
hnond,  and  it  might  be  said,  that  with 
■  rested  the  sole  power  of  animating 
a;  as  she  wished  to  employ  other 
m,  besides  those  of  beauty,  in  order  to 
Bceed. 

As  Sir  Edmond  had  already  felt  her 
««r,  the  mirth,  and  the  company,  the 
nes  of  the  wine,  and  the  alluring  looks 
hu  charming  neighbour,  all,  every 
tag  conspired  against  hi^  resolution, 
d  the  happiness  of  Malvina.  Tiri»  un- 
inciplcd  man  did  not  recollect  how  fre- 
CDtly  it  happens,  that  one  momeni: 
Qr  utterly  destroy  that  peace  of  mind, 
Itch  the  longest  life  can  never-retrieve. 
It  he  no  longer  knew  what  he  did  j  hi& 


^'•^  ..aC  1:25- 


recall 

r^'ih'  that  he  : 
Mr..  R'uv^ 
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tended  not  to  have  understood  Sir  £d- 
mond ;  without  again  mentioning  his  de- 
parture, she  maintained  her  smiling  conn* 
ienance,  occupying  herself  entirely  in  en- 

=  ^eavouring  to  make  him  forget,  iihat 
she  had  been  so  unlucky  as  to  call  to  his 

'  mmembrance.    Certain  that  she  must 

\  take  advantage  of  the  present  opportunity, 
or  risque  the  loss  of  it  for  ever/  she  con- 

vaequently  determined  on  the  part  she 
would  act 

She  arose  from  table,  and  proposed  one 
of  those  innocent  amusements  whiah  the 
oountry  allows;  but  which,  for  those  who 
lave  drank  too  nmch  wine,  is  esteemed 
angerous.    She  was  consequently  blind- 
tided,  and  ran  about  with  her  arms  ex- 
nded,  though  she  first  very  dexterously 
ted  one  part  of  the  handkerchief  from 
r  eyes,  that  she  might  distinguish  those 
om  she  caught ;  and  on  perceiving  Sir 
mond  near  her,  she  threw  herself  into 


hit  atuii  wiA.  A.  kii|^..  pn  liwling  te 
have  mittekoi  lum  tor  mnM  uMaaam 
who        Inhere.;  Sooa  after,  4br.:mi: 
oomiiiaiidedy  by  «ii .  artfiil^  MMf  wr  ill 
hcf  own,  to  pay  .afiNAnliyorliicfc  VM  IH 
emibnoe  Sir  Edmondt  jrfUch  aliadlcidtwfc 
she  vould  not  obey.  Heof  OMmevMhair 
to  iiese  whab  was  iefowd^  jaad  ehc  jeM 
deavoured  to  prevent  him,  with  that  kind 
of  faint  resistance  which  is  artfully  as* 
sumed  to  enhance  the  value  of  what  is 
taken,  and  under thispretendedreservesbe 
knew  how  to  grant  many  more  than  were 
askeds  and  turning  her  head  at  the  mo- 
ment he  was  near  her  cheek,  by  that 
means  their  lips  met.  She  then  pretended 
to  be  very  angry,  and  punished  his  teme- 
rity with  a  slight  blow  with  her  Jiaud, 
and  ran  away.    He  followed  her  to  be 
revenged,  while  the  rest  of  the  company 
were  taken  up  with  their  play,  and  were 
all  running  from  one  room  to  another, 
Jwighing  and  calling  after  each  other. 
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4nL  i^^ck^  in  the  midst  of  thi$  fes- 
ty^.  feiu  careful  not  to  lose  sight  of 
^dmond;  and  wliea  they  entered  the 
■Og'  room,  she  pretended  that  she 
bed  to.  be  revenged  on  Lord  Wigby, 
:>h^  snatched  away  her  ))ouquet|  and 
ing  a  Uirge  glass  of  water,  she  endea* 
(red  to  throw  it  upon  him,  instead  of 
ich„  she  artfully  let  it  fall  on  her  own 
M.  She  shrieked,  and  complained, 
L  flew  towards  her  own  chamber  to 
mge  her  clothes.    £vcry  one  followed 

;  Sir  Edmond  was  before  her,  as  he 
hed  to  shut  the  door  that  she  might 
'  enter.    But  she  was  so  quick,  that 

got  up  to  him,  and  artfully  feigning 
t  she  wished  to  prevent  any  one  from 
t%g  in,  hastily  pushed  Sir  £dmond  in 
Ore  her,  and  closing  the  door  after 
'tm,  drew  the  bolt.  Thus  was  she,  as 
'  wished,  left  alone  with  him  in  her 
imber. 


spective  apartments :  ai 
the  rest  of  the  company 
example.  But  Sir  Edr 
Fciiwick  remained  aloni 
liave  continued  there  s 
when  Williams  went  to  c 
six  the  next  morning,  It 
found  in  his  own  apartm< 
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CHAP.  VI. 


JOURNEY  TO  LONDON. 

The  sun  had  shone  in  its 
lendor  for  some  hours  above  the  horizon, 
len  Sir  Edmond  in  some  confusion, 
th  a  hurried  step,  went  to  call  William^ 
d  enquired  in  an  angry  tone  why  the 
ftise  was  not  ready  ? 

M^tlliams  smiling,  replied  tliatthe  ho^Kf 
4  heen  put  to  the  carriage,  and  le- 
aned waiting  for  three  hours ;  but  that 


11  ess  of  the  morning,  i 
of  Malvina,  were  all 
Edniontl,  as  they  rep 
fault.  Get  niy  can 
d lately,  said  he,  inap 
and  acquaint  me  the 
door,  and  in  future,  ! 
act  without  niv  order 

While  it  was  prepa 
his  apartment :  and  t< 
he  endeavoured  to  wr 
was  then  he  experienc 
was  to  use  dissimulai 


»uld  have  confessed  his  crime ;  but  be 
il  remembered  what  she  had  told  him, 
i  th^t  it  would  ceitaioly  be  fatal  to 
^  a  mind  as  she  possessed,  if  she  heard 
t^is  being  unfaithf\il.  This  recollection 
liheld  his  pen.  TbesA  letters,  which 
to  have  been  the  only  sQlace  for  tli^ 
ence  of  hep*  society,  were  now  become 
j^ynishment.  Thus,  wheu  lov;e  and 
i^dence  have  once  been  abused,  its 
Gtnge  is  complete ;  when  it  has  to  de- 
t%d  to  the  mortifyiag  constraint,  it  is 
^Si^ated  to  support ;  ins|tei»d  of  thi^t 
^  intercourse  of  Fedpracal  cofifideiifle 
ft  pure  afiectipn,  which  is  the  only  fi^Ud 
||s  pf  happiness  iii  this  life.  Edmond 
I  conscious  of  the  difference  of  this,  in 
V  expi^essioQS;  l)e  q^adjs  use  of  in  bis 
^«r;  they  wantied  tliat  force,  which  tbie 
a-  Qf  having  acted  wrong,  <leprived 
09  pf ;  and  tliey  even  tinged  the  as- 
fMces  of  bis  afiectioq,  though  they 
rf;A9t  ih»  lets  true;  but  the  remei«i- 
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Mlbfe  6f  ftis  ^Ut  dqin^'d^  of  ihi| 
.p2mi0R,  tbM  imergj^  iD^^'Sfiicik^^^ 
^        street  ^'effriuM  which  •  fh^niau^'Adij 
I         AA  ftel,  when  it  lova  VltK^ntti 

-  iMd  rbfin«ln6tit,  and  B^KMidslb^otber 
'jeot'but'one,'  to  whonrft'MIdd 
'self;'  If  he  fHt  thi^^liai^^ittitfch 
'and  to  what  exceM»  'w<d<flfl-i^ 
it*  If  he  only  wrote  a- few  lino, 
might  betray  himself  less;  but  Would 
this  brerity  be  niore  likely  to  exp^j 
him  ?  for  it  would  not  be  natural,  k 
would  not  have  acted. so  the  evening  I** 
fore.    Oftemohient,  then^  might  desW? 
'confidence,  and  one  fdlilt  his  happin* 
Ah,  how  much  did  the  misery  whicM 
experienced,  make  him  detest  Mrs. 
wick.    He  determiu^dj  tliatfrom  hcfl^ 
forth  his  extreme  coolness  towards  Hi 
should  repair  the  offence  which  he  ki^' 
committed  against  Malvina!-  This 
which  <:ame  from  his-  heart,  allowed  > 
momeatary  tp&nqaillfty'to  hisconscienct 
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1  permitted  him  to  write  tvith  .niore 
idor  and  facility. 

He  then  began  another  letter,  wlierein 
informed  Malvina  that  he  had  been 
liged  to  stay  a  few  hours  at  Lady  Dor- 
-8,  and  how  insupportable  this  deten- 
u  had  been  to  him.  lie  slightly  men- 
aed  Mrs.  Fenwick,  accompanied  with 
5  utmost  contempt:  and  never  had  he 
b  it  so  powerfully,  as  \vhen  he  wrote 

Oh !  my  Malvina,  he  continued,  I 
Vc  no  other  wish  than  to  meet  yuu 
ain.  It  is  therefore  as  much  on  my  own 
^unt,  as  your  s,  that  I  ^vi^h  to  hasten 
bb  all  possible  .^peed,  that  1  may 
^air  the  time  I  have  lust  here:  and 
5  sooner  return  to  that  felicity  wliich  I 
Vc  enjoyed  in  such  an  exquisite  degree, 
<1  which  my  most  ardent  wishes  are, 
W  I  may  enjoy  in  future." 


il*  ITALVIKA. 

Whilst  he  was  writiug,  WillMmts  t 
^at  opportunity  of  inf<itiWiM|;  BfirsV' 
wick,  l^aClds  master msmd^  to  <t«_ 

mare  him  still  farther.  She  rttn  mto' 
room,  tlircM-  licrseirinto  his  arms,  hatrtrd 
in  rears :  she  pressed,  she  intrcatcd  him 
not  to  leave  her  sdsoMf;  she  almost  fell  at 
Wft^i'mtyi^l^^Pm^T,  her  lip 

Sir  EdmoTid  pushcJ  her  from  him,  anJ 
turning  his  Iicad  aside,  leave  me,  said  hr, 
T  hive  WkSj  itiU  Hf6  long. 


E^dqld,  cried  she,  has  Kit^'thetf 

right  to  your  kindness?  she  only  askfffr 
one  da^j  and  she  cannot  obtaiu  tbat. 

Do  yoa  aot  tliibk  ywxf  b^VkMr  ii^ 
titer  imgraCefy,  XltQ^  replied  hti  d!sea' 
gaging  fait  ^1N$ille^$  «&^liidi>^ 


lutycdbme  to  London,  andtrere 
uore  beautiful  and  seducing  than 
ither  in  the  worlds  1  should  be  in* 
able  tO' neglect  it  for  you^ 

IV  replied  she,  with  spirit,  if  sudi 
IT  situatioDi  that  you  cannot  grant 
lay  to  her,  who  has  g^ven  you  so 
,  you  cannot  however  prevent  me 
following  you.  I  wish  to  go  to 
3n,  Sir  Edniond ;  Mrs.  Burton  s  af- 
require  it;  consequently  she  will 
ler  it  extremely  attentive  in  me  to 
take  this  journey,  and  then  I  shall 
st  have  the  pleasure  of  being  with 
iJy  man  I  ever  loved. 

u  think  of  going  to  London,  Kitty? 
d  Sir  Edmond,  astonished  and  con- 
:  but  I  declare  it  shall  not  be  with 


it  must  not  be  with  you,  she  an- 


-•1/u  viiich 
You  mayun 
I  go  on 
^hose  busia 
<'eparture  for 
having  any  „ 
P^ooft  of  affe 
you.  you  have 
™eso  crueliy, 
a  journe^ 

^  Sir  Etlmond, 
J'enM.ick's  inten, 
fulitmighfbeir 


Itved  not  to  keq>  his  word  With  this. 
Rfertio0  she  was  so  well  satisfied,  that  she 
eat  to  prepare  every  thing  for  her  de-- 
litiire,  and  in  the  interim,  he  went 
mtly  down  stairs,  then  into  the  stable^ 
id  had  one  of  his  horses  saddled,  fearing 
le  noise  of  the  carriage  might  inform 
[rs.  Fenwick  of  his  intention,  ordering 
llliams  to  meet  him  in  London  with 
e  chaise;  at  the  same  time  he  gave  him 
letter  to  Malvina,  which  he  was  to 
nd  by  the  first  conveyance;  he  thea 
rote  a  billet  with  his  pencil  in  the  great-" 
t  haste  to  Mrs.  Fenwick,  sufficiently 
nder  to  cahn  her  anger,  and  permit  him 
I  depart  in  peace. 

Mrs.  Fenwick  was  much  enraged  whea 
,e  heard  of  Sir  Edmond's  being  gone ; 
it  the  billet  which  Williams  presented 
jr,  gave  her  the  hope  of  revenging  her- 
If. — ^The  contents  were  as  follow 
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grttilnde  Ibr  j&A  Vhti6>timm 
mworthy  iC  them^  mce  <ibdjf 
me-lbrget  die  moat  nbre*  df 
If  you  lie  M  f{o6d  is  yMi 
yon  will  pardon  me  for  dtpHtoMl!] 
wbrch  you-tegbt  tx>  believe  warabsoluCll^^ 
rndispensible^  as  I  am  determined  npon 
it:  and  I  acknowledge,  when  the  recol- 
lection of  last  night  presents  itself,  it  re- 
quires nothing  less  than  the  impossibility 
of  staying,  to  determine  me  to  leave 
you." 


Mrs.  Fenwick  read  this  billet  several 
times,  she  was  not  to  be  thus  deluded: 
a^he  became  more  exasperated,  and  deter- 
mined to  be  revenged  upon  Malvina,  for 
the  contempt  of  Sir  Edmond 


By  the  agreement  which  had  been  made 
with  Williams,  she  was  in  possession  of 


Jktf  ht^f  ^ddre^se^  to  Madvba.  She 
Booftilleiicd  3ome  time  before  3be  cquUI 
l^ftod^  whiit  plan  :tio  adopt.  .She  then 
:^\ad  Williaais  in,  and  spoke  to  him  as 
bUoAVs: — I  shall  set  out  to  morrow  for 
[toodon,  in  the  carriage  which  your  mas* 
I0r  rbas  left  here ;  you  shall  go  to  day^ 
WkA  deliver  tins  letter  to  Madame  dc 
ioTC^Mj  Tell  her  that  he  waits  for  an  au- 
mehat  LadyiDorset^,  that  his  plan  was 
to  have  gone  directly  to  London,  but 
2iat  Mrs.  Fenwick  had  intreated  him  to 
irait  for  her,  and  he  therefore  immcdi- 
itely  complied  with  her  wishes.  All 
ebese  particulars  must  not  be  told  as  a 
|Mtural  recital,  but  as  an  imprudence 
khich.  escaped  involuntary  from  you: 
and  when  you  leave  her,  take  particular 
ew€  to  drop  this  billet  which  your  master 
irrote  to  me,  and  which  1  am  going  to 
leal  again,  that  she  may  imagine  you  had 
it;.to  give  me,  when  he  had  determined 
F  3 


im 

him  a  caitl, 
^^c,  to  gi 
that  I 
<*M«»y  forj 
you  may  go; 
™y  health  d 
"»«y  be  assi 
execute  my  oi 
reTrarded  on  j 

^^iHiams  set 
^tniclions,  an* 
wick  departed 
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I  wished  so  much  to  accomplish 
our  wishes,  that  I  have  determined  to 
pllow  your  nephew  to  Loudon,  for  I  have 
^collected,  that  if  your  petition  to  the 
linister  is  found  to  be  supported  by  a 
'Oman  whom  nature  has  endowed  with 
ymc  power  of  pleasing,  it  may  be  more 
ivpurably  received;  and  the  hopes  of 
f  ipg  serviceable  to  you  on  such  an  oc- 
^on,  will  make  me  easily  despise  the 
itigue  of  1.80  (long  a  journey,  and  the 
aalicious  interpretation  which  may  be 
;iyento|t.;'  /  . 

Mrs.  Fen  wick,  being  steadily  determin- 
d  in  a  ^e  in  which  slie  hoped  entirely 
p  seduce  Sir  Edmond,  and  U6e  every  en- 
leaypur  which  her  charms  afforded,  to 
nsure  the  success  of  Mrs.  BurtonVpro-. 
set;  for  the  pride  inherent  in  her  cha- 
9x:ter,  added  to  her  love,  excited  in  her 
icart  a  degree  of  malevolence^  even  be- 
F  3 


ybmi  what  ivas  n:*fural  fn  Hj  isifl  llim  ] 
Was  not  any  tiling  she  \von\A  not  tn*c  ftt-fl 
temptetl,  aud  executeil,  to  be  reraignl 

8%^  Affitred  tia  Lomftm.  iHjnee'iliyf  I 
ttillff'SIr  Edmdnd;  ^fo{jpM  at  «iilfr| 
liotel  which  he  inhalntei^'itatf  etiquiiti*] 

if  he  i*^s  mitluii?  She  was  informed,  tbtfJ 
h&  was  ju^t  gone  out,  and,  perliaps  W  | 
nMt  ^JP^^  ti^  the  e veijkie  arj 

her  views.  Therefore,  as  soon  as  she  had 
settled  herself  in  an  apartment,  which  was 
nekfc  t4  thait  he  occupied,  she- then  Ae** 

ifibbiii        mi^'io  Mwik'tiji  td^^ 

.■  i  ■  V      ,  .... 

Sir  Efl'montrs  fil-st  btlsmesa  on  his  ar- 
rival in  London,  had  beiin  tc». seek  Lord* 
Sherridan,  and  v  as  iufurined  that  lie  was 
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At  of  town,  and  would  not  cetinm  tiH 
le  next  day.  He  enquired  .the  pliftce  to 
hich  he  was  gone,  that  he  might  follow 
fm ;  but  no  person  could  inform  him. 
ach  following  day,  *he  met  the  same 
isappointment.  Thus  foiled  in  his  &t- 
rmpts  and  wishes,  he  returned  to  his  ho- 
?l,  melancholy  and  dispirited, !  without 
aving  the  power  to  write  an  accoimt  of 
18  disappointments  to  Malvina,  to  ex* 
hiin  the  length  of  his  stay  in  London; 
eteuse,  -  he  was  very  conscious,  that 
lote  hours  he  had  spent  at  lady  Dor* 
tt\  was  the  sole  cause  of  his  missing 
le  opportunity  of  meeting  with  Lord 
herridan.  As  he  was  returning  home,  he 
jdpcted,  that  it  would  be  much  better 
>r  him  to  open  his  heart  to  Malvina,  in* 
UF  her  reproaches,  and  imp' ore  her  par- 
on,  than  always  dissemble  with  her^ 
ad  leave  her  to  suffer  from  anxiety, 
lb !  why  should  I  any  longer  defer  con- 


fkcrslie  wmM  fo^he  me? 

S&tmfy  odcupieil  with  tlieae  iileai^  lil 
IMir^lM^^iibg  to  'etiter-Uridimmbfii 
•<fcMri  he  iluf liilAiiiilMy  ftuftv^tMy 
Ittely  amvcti,  m  Iio  wlstiect  toflMliain  ~ 
■mediate ly.  His  uhqcI  being  absorbed 
Jfalrina,  he  fancied  that  this  must  cer- 
tamijr  b^bcr,  vboira&coixie  to  meet  iiim. 
llN&orill^lavse  of  this  thoQglity  be  hui* 

«ntereditwith  pFe«qMlii|«i^tt;1^ 
dark;  he  beheld  the  figure  ^  «  uroimrik 
lecliiied  upon  a  snpha:  he  flew  towardf 
liei^  and  pressed  her  in  his  arms  ;  but  be 
too  soon  nm  MpTinced^  that  it  was 
mii^^  her  6m 

^hmOH^^di^^mt  c^^lMfi,  but 


MALVINA.  .  105 

s  trembled ;  and,  forcing  Sir  Edmand 
seat  himself  by  her,  she  took  both  his 
ads;  and,  looking  at  him  for  a  mo- 
nt  in  silence,  she  at  last  said,  I  see 
y  plain,  Sir  Edmond,  that  it  was  not 
.  whom  you  expected;  but  say,  un- 
kteful  man,  has  this  rival,  which  thy 
ut  prefers — cau  she  have  so  many 
ims  to  thy  love,  as  I  have?  To  he- 
ld you,  has  she  braved  the  danger  of 
3ng. and  tiresome  journey,  the  anger 
Mrs.  Burton,  the  reproaches  of  an  of- 
ided  husband,  and  the  opinion  of  a 
licious  public?  In  short,  is  she  here? 

Presumptuous  Kitty!  replied  Sir  Ed- 
nd,  take  care  how  you  compare  your- 
f  with  her,  who  is  above  all  compari- 
i;  and  do  not  imagine,  that  I  shall 
T  attribute  to  love,  what  is  the  effect 
^our  folly  and  obstinacy. 

Kitty,  who  was  much  offended  at  such 


•BT  ID  cMei 
^bithallthe 
«Bdnce  hiiMj 
I>id  she  attai 
the  men' 
justice  than 
disdain  to  int 
w*ich  was  so  i 
•ay  yes,  the  ^ 
Aeir  good  opi 
the  commissic 
nov  entirely  . 
obviate  this  ii 
displeasing  an; 
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*re  she  had  taken  up  her  residence! 
same  evening;  and  for  daring  to  stay 
;re  she  was,  while  waiting  the  arrival 
Lord  Sherridan.  For  the  readiness 
1  which  he  had  yielded  to  the  se- 
ing  advances  of  this  artful  woman^ 
lid  have  caused  a  diffidence  of  him* 
which  might  have  produced  the 
t  salutary  effects,  as  he  could  not  be 
>rant,  that  the  first  step  was  the  most 
cult;  and  that,  being  too  confident^ 
are  frequently  liable  to  be  betrayed 
•  error.  If  the  first  fault  does  not 
m  the  conscience  sufficiently  for  it  to 
Ivc  never  to  become  guilty  a  second 
f,  it  is,  then,  in  danger  of  progres- 
ly  leading  us  to  the  commission  of  a 
isand  others,  which  are  the  conse- 
ices  that  result  entirely  from  the 
;  for,  if  we  are  so  liable  to  fall  on 
Snt  trial,  may  it  not  be  deemed  the 
18  of  temerity,  to  permit  ourselves 
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agaiu  to  he  temptod  by  Ait  avM  dm* 
ger?  This  aelf-coaficlenGe  too  It«pi^ 
proves  but  a  slight  barrier  ngiiMt  Hgii 
tractioa  of  the  senses ;  v^d,  in  the  eoc^  i| 
must,  froni  Gonvictiony  .aUojr ii^^fflpri 
to  itself^  what  it  never  attempts  to  prf 
lect;  therefor^  can  never,  expect  to  ii| 
complishi  while  the  veil  of  self-deluaoi 
is  constantly  worn.  But  that  real  humi- 
lity, the  invariable  concomitant  of  mc- 
ritj  if  it  errs  once,  it  errs  not  again;  but| 
depending  for  support  on  a  superior  pow- 
er, it  rises  above  itself,  and  invariably 
pursues  the  path  of  rectitude.  If  Ed- 
mond  had  doubted  himself,  would  it  not 
have  appeared,  as  if  he  had  doubted  the 
sincerity  of  his  affection? — No.  As  h« 
had  been  led  astray  once,  he  ought, 
therefore,  to  have  armed  himself  agaiost 
a  second  fault.  But,  on  the  contrary, 
had  iMalvina  been  surrounded  by  all  the 
pleasures  of  the  world;  tempted  by  eveiy 
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riluringi  seducing  artifice  that  could 
have  been  devised  against  her,  yet^  from 
the  s^ength  of  her  affection  alone,  she 
vould  have  blushed,  if,  in  the  most  se- 
cret  thought  of  her  heart,  she  had  found 

-  any  reason  for  being  obliged  to  use  any 
-precaution  against  herself.  Why,  then, 
.did  not  the  same  sentiment  produce  the 
:.8ame  effects  with  Sir  Edmond?  and, 
'  why  must  he  be  so  inferior,  as  to  be  faith- 
less?   But,  I  must  confess,  in  such  a 

'  character  as  his,  even  a  real  affection 
could  not  act  as  a  defence  against  the  se- 
duction of  the  senses.    How  very  differ- 

-  ent  is  this  in  women  !  When  a  pure  af  - 
Infection  occupies  the  heart,  it  is  for  ever 
\-  fixed,  and  produces  that  uniform  stabi- 

lity,  which  elevates  it  above  all  those 
•  pleasures  which  are  tainted  by  vanity.  It 
exalts,  and  refines  the  heart  to  the  most 
celestial  purity.  It  can  devote  itself  to 
the  most  generous,  the  most  heroic  ac- 
tionSi  when  it  has  the  full  power  of  dis- 


may  be  known  to  be  abc 
affections  of  the  heart 
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CHAP.  VII. 


FATAL  NEWS. 

Night  had  for  some  hours 
enveloped  the  world  in  darkness ;  and  si- 
lence more  than  peace  reigned  in  the 
sweet  retirement  where  Malvina  resided. 
Mrs.  St  Clare,  distressed  at  the  anxiety 
%hich  she  observed  oppressed  her  iriend, 
had  followed  her,  and  in  order  to  amuse 
her  mind,  proposed  reading  to  her,  which 
Malvina  accepted,  perfectly  sensible  of 
her  kifid  intention;  she  was  just  interestr 
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lag  herself  ia  what  \vas  reading  w 
Wi  tliams  waa  siiewtt  into  t|ie  room- 

iiiiiiJtiBWiPpdbjliiM 


Ui 

huirriect  VQifC^  w%|ure4  if  bis  muter 

v«    He^  madaiiij  replied  Williams^  smiling; 
bo  fiatOy,  I  left  iiiiii  U  IM^  Docsef^ 


As  to  that,  marl  am  J  1  believe  he  cc^ 
tainly  did  intend  to  go ;  but— 


No  other  than  his  own  will,  matlarrif 
aud  faith  it  waa  no  wonder,  tliat  such  a 
iO#ie|y  qf  haQds^imj  iK^iqen  ^tiould  detain 

«  « 


rerrogate  a  servaiit  concerning  the  con- 
ct  of  her  husband,  A\e  only  enquifed 
he  bad  not  brought  a  lettejr  from  Sir 
Imond?.  , 

'  ■•  ■  . 
[  beg  your  pardon  madam,  said  he, 
•e  is  one,  giving  it  to  her* 

She  received  it  in  silence,  and  was 
ing  into  the  next  room  that  she  might 
-use  it  at  her  leisure,  when  Williams 
rented  her  by  saying,  if  she  meant  to 
swer  it,  she.  would  be  pleased  to  do  it 
It  night,  because  his  master  was  waiting 
him  at  Lady  Dorset's. 

STour  master  waits  for  it,  interrupted 
V  scarcely  able  to  restrain  her  tears, 
i  painful  idea  obtruding,  that  if  Sir 
mond  had  time  to  wait  for  his  servant^ 
certainly  might  have  come  himself,  as 
knew  the  pleasure  it  would  have  af* 
ifd  her. 


1^  te&dA(»*  be  replied ;  he 

j  Mould  make  all  the  haste  I  ]Wt 
could,  that  I  might  not  pfcvcut  hi 
jKu  ture ;  yet,  1  think,  Mrs.  Fea 
will  prevail  fi»r  a  long^er  stay  at 

,  be  sure,  as  she  k      go  wiwS 

i 

I 

Hy  God|  my  dear,  exclaimed 
Saitft  Clare,  alarmed  at  the  uncon 
alteration  she  6bsemd  m  the  co 
MDce  of  Malvmsli  yovt  are  not  ^ 
You  must  have  somethkig. 

I  cafil  only  find  it  here,  «aid  Mai 
almost  Suffocated  by  the  oppressio 
her  heart,  shewing  Sir  Edmond  s  h 
Leave  me,  if  y6u  please,  for  a  nion 
that  I  may  read  it,  and  see  if  I  can 
beliei-e  that  he — 


^^THh  ptfrtisai  of  itj  without  cwtindy  sa- 
isfying  her,  yrt  served  to 'tetm  her  agi- 
sted heart  Edmond  assured  her,  that 
(it?Ws*deta?ned  agitnsthis  will;  arid  the 
(j^bns  wliich  he  gave,  appeared  satisfac- 
bty  to  Malvina;  yet, 'as  love  possesses 
'intuitive  sensation,  which  seldom  de- 
leives  itseJf; 'it  was  in  vain  that  her  rea- 
on  endeavoured  to  persuade  her,  that  Sir 
Cdihond'sF  deltfy  was  right.  Some  secret 
AAiefiOtfieHt  whispered  d  ftUr,  that  he 
Mid  been' fiinthless;-  But,  m  it  was  only 
?^i«ii«kKiin^rit,'  -1^^  not  to 

^  Stfe"'  EinkMK^  4cHow  6f  this  distresfl, 
ftl^h'  ske'  tovOt&  V^  aecount*for. 

■^in  thii»  unicertathty  slie'^arofse,  to  an* 
ircr  the^letterV  wherip  irt -jtosrfng  the 
oor,  she  heard  the  voice  of  William*j, 
iyr«g*W-i«W.  fet  Clarc*,-  indeed,  ma- 
am,  I  repeftt  it  to  you,  that  my  mrfster 
nly  staid  on  her  account,  for  he  never 
igMfM^fter^  nroment ;  and  I  am  but  too 


'Rllr-iMdiii^  he 

«oid4i  ithlt'I  iniigbt^  ^ 
puture;  ye^  I 


wiU  prevail  for/'^/i  ^  | 


rt;  kit  ^ 
ever  i«iP*  ^.  ^ 


1[ 
Ida 


Dorset^ 

can  never  ^ 
be  sure,  M^t  % 
LondoiH—  s  ^  > 

J  to  wait  fiw  her,     tJ*  j 
«vith  her  logger;  ao^^^y 
^  ^  that  tip  vuut  leavejM 
Y;^iged.lier  to  uccomgmy  lKfih 
4Wie  pretence.  It  was  Jenny,  wb^  I 
«e  thk  iofonn^tiDiu  ll»  her  buiB^ 
i^BF^  Gonfidts  mry  tfa^lg:tp|hpr•jri1 

Ifis.  St.  Claml  crkd  lIMvijia,. 
UieaGLtnxMn.  Mn.  St  Ckre! 


mjr  dear,  n^lied  thfl^  nuiiC 
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r.  She  sa^  tier  pale,  and  ready  to 
'  You  have  heaid  every  thing,  said 
with  terror* 

■  !  ■      i  *  .  :.r 

r  pity's  sake,  send  away  that  man^ 
Malvina,  or  his  presence  will  be  the 
1  of  me. 

)u  may  go,  Williams,  said  Mrs.  St 
and,  taking  the  arm  of  her 
rnfiil  friend  within  hers,  they  entered 
lext  room. 

alvlna  seated  herself,  but  could  not 
K  After  a  moments  silence,  she 
ed  steadily  at  Mrs.  St  Clare,  and 
tell  me,  my  dear  friend  (for,  in 
:umult  of  my  present  ideas,  my  hearl- 
IS  a  stranger  to  itself),  which  ougfal 
believe,.. Williams,  or  my  husband; 
1  this  letter  of  Edmond's,  and  inforn 
what  I  ought  to  conclude. 


nion  of  it  I 
*noinent8  ] 

'Odd  any  j 
'fitter  shall 
»o  meanly  c 
to  imagine 
W»»tJjewi*h 
ever  lutttful 

Ptace  the  itttit 


She  .thpughlb.the  han4-writing 
t  iEdinoiidr9,.;_SIie,  tpob  Mi  up,  and 
dclered,  as  she  read.  jthe  address  of 
J.  Fen  wick.  The  billet  was  sealed, 
was  certainly  given  to  Williams,  to 
ver  it  to  her,  a,nd  he  had  fojtgot  it 
light  eluddate  the  whole  qf  tb^  mys- 
S  yet,  her  trembling;  hand  durst  not 
ik  the  seal-  She  silently  shewed  it  to 
I.  St.  Clare;  and  then,  letting,  it.  fall 
n  ber  hands,  she  covered  her  eyes  with 
m,  as  if  to  conceal  that  world  from 
sight,  in  which  she  had  only  expc- 
ced  sorrow  and  deceit.  However, 
I.  St.  Clare  thought  proper  to  open  the 
2t  She  had  seen,  I  depart  to-mor- 
,  overcome  with  gratitude  for  your 
d  favours,"  &c.  She  trembled  at  the 
ct  it  would  produce  on  Malviua,  and 
iied  to  prevent  her  from  reading  this 
il  billet.  But  Malviua,  perceiving 
I.  St.  Clares  design,- 4oek  it  from  her. 
r  said  she,  I  must  know  imy  decree. 


■  H 

She  fSboL  tad  Ac  faiOel^  nd  toatiinll 
leading  hlbr  a  ImgtiiM^  witlioutdiMf 
ing  any  ^;iia  of  emotion,  or  aheddngi 
single  tear.  But,  when  slie  had  coa 
duded,  she  pot  her  hand  to  her  heart 
The  blow  is  given,  said  she;  my  destioj 
is  fulfilled ;  and  I  have  truly  deserved  it 

Mrs.  St.  C^re^  fearfully  alarmed  at  her 
resignation,  went  to  her,   spoke,  and 
embraced  her.    But  she  never  replied; 
her  cheeks  were  pale,  and  cold  as  ice 
There  was  a  fixed  wildness  in  her  look. 
She  then  arose,  walked  some  paces  about 
the  room  in  silence;  then  came  back, 
and  took  up  the  billet,  and  exclaimed,  I 
would  not  believe  any  other  than  thyself, 
£(lmond;  and, ''thou  hast  deceived  uiei 
I  placed  all  my  confidence  in  thee;  and, 
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Aou  ha^t  betrayed  it  I  Thy  guilt  is  not 
momentary;  since,  it  was  with  her, 
i^hom  thou  hast  before  seduced,  that  you 
have  consented  to  go.  Is  it,  when 
near  your  Kitty,  that  you  have  dared  to 
mddress  me  with  expressions  of  love,  and 
lo  speak  with  frivolity  and  contempt  of 
her,  whose  kind  favours  have  rendered 
yon  so  grateful?  Oh!  Edmond!  cruel 
Edmond,!  are  you  become  more  than  un- 
Euthful?  and  wish  to  deprive  me  of  the 
power  of  reading  that  heart,  which  I  no 
longer  occupy  ?  Malvina  might  have  sup- 
ported a  transient  infidelity;  but,  how 
can  she  survive  thy  perfidious  duplicity? 

,  My  dearest  Malvina,  said  Mrs.  St. 
Clare,  j)ressing  her  in  her  arms,  and 
weeping  over  her,  perhaps,  he  may  not 
be  so  guilty  as  you  imagine.  Do  you 
wish,  that  we  should  go  and  join  him  in 
London,  or  at  lady  Dorset's?  Perhaps^ 

.  VOL.  IV.  O 


lit  MALrnrA. 

there  amir  rnits  a  proper  ez|da]iatioB|  to 

bring  returning  peace  to  your  mmcL 

You  do  not  think  so,  my  friend?  replied 
MA!nDa,  uitb  a  gloomy  countenance. 
This  billet  leaves  me  perfectly  convicted. 
I  have  nothing  more  to  ask,  or  leani. 

Yo.i  see,  by  it,  that  he  goes  agrainst  his 

i:>:'.!r..i::  ..n.  This  journev,  the  ictenticn 
c:  ijK.h  '.t*0".:!a  be  to  recrncilc  U5,  would 
£'':^:   an  ir.i-voorlal.'le  il::tv  to  hin"!. 

vuTi  o::ly  of  his  Kirty;  and  he 

c.n  rr.'y  -V/i  f  ain.  V;hen  deprived  of  her 
5  ■:.;::y.  V.i\  tl.is  woe  unutterable! 
y  I  hive  never  before  experienced. 
^Vi.;,.:  I  ..j;^  c.^in.:i::g  each  moaient  ci 
1::?  a'.MUce.  bv  ir.v  sn^ui^h.  and  everv 
su;-'  I:;:  :j,k,  by  ii:e  ii:ro:.>?  oi  my  heart, 
he  v.-a-j  rj?:g::ing  himself  to  the  delight  of 
a  r.t'v  2:r.o'.i::  rbrireciing  liis  vovs,  my 
^:\ir:\  i^J.  cc::5Ct:ue:::iv.  nvself 

V.  il.iair.s  ^^^ij'.ies  to  know,  if  your  an- 


ii3 


««r€f  fs  ready,  Madam,  Mid  Tomkint, 
cpOking  the  doon 

It  will  be,  pr«ently,  replied  Malvina, 
•  ttiuch  agitated,  if  he  will  wait  a  few  mi- 
nutes. I  have  only  to  bid  him  adieu — an 
'ttdieu,  which  will  not  be  teng;  and,  tak- 
ing the  first  sheet  of  paper  which  came  to 
her  band,  she  wrote  as  follows: — 

Malvina  to  Edmond. 

Edmond,  you  have  forgot  your 
vowS.  You  have  deceived  me!  This 
'  world  is  already  vanished  to  me;  since  I 
ought  no  longer  to  love  you,  when  you 
live  for  another.  Malvina  ought  to  finish 
her  existence;  and  that  heart,  from 
which  she  must  •endeavour  to  tear  your 
image,  will  soon  cease  to  beat.  Ah !  in 
that  fatal  moment,  glance  at  least  one 
pitying  look  on  the  unfortunate  being 
who  loves  you ;  that,  in  your  hours  of 
o2 


rated  from  your  raeniory;  that  hernaM 
may  be  sometimes  biTatlied  from  yofur 
iips;  and  that  her  tears  may  leave  some 
*i€in£iBbmiice  in  your  Jieart,    Oh  I  £d- 
lflll^ll^l^|M]r  I  hfi^  titiak  the  account  of 

.different?    Let  not  the  recollection  rf 
your  Kitty  follow  me  to  my  tomk  On 
beholding  the  cold  and  inaniiDate  stonfj 
which  will  cover  that  heart  of  which  you 
itkili  perliaps,  you  may 

i^jpA^i^ig^^^  sleep  pn^foor  crea- 
ture! you  now  may  rest  in  peace.  Adieu' 
Edinoud,  adieu!  I  thought^  that  I  jnuj[ 
DO  longer  love  you.    You  have  chilled 
,flay  l^art^  by  your  duplicity ;  and,  froD^ 
^pm  iiioiii€Q^  all  connexion  betiween  .ui 
li  a|jui«  end.   Keep  &r  from  ms^ 
and  unkind  Edmond,  who  hast  made  a 
jest  of  my  affection,    AVheu  you  fint 
asked  my  love,  I  ^^as  dejected,  and  ex- 
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hausted  by  grief.  Why  did  you  not  re- 
ject my  sorrow?  What  pleasure  could 
you  find  in-  wishing  to  augment  it,  by 
deceiving  me,  who  was  sufficiently  un^ 
happy,  and  who  had  placed  her  confidence 
in  you  ?  Do  you  not  know,  that  you  have 
robbed  me  of  my  peace,  innocence,  and 
self-esteem?  Do  you  not  know,  that,  in 
forcing  me  to  love  you,  I  have  deviated 
from  those  duties  I  vowed  to  perform; 
for  which  you  must  be  responsible  to 
heaven,  as  well  also  for  my  faults,  and 
my  consequent  misery?  AH  the  tears  that 
I  h^tc  shed)  ^ill  be  witnesses  against 
jrou.  Oh  )  Edmond!  what  is  it  that  I 
have  done,  that  you  have  conducted  me 
to  the  brink  of  this  frightful  abyss?  Un- 
til the  fatal  hour,  which  attached  my  af- 
fections to  you,  my  pure  thoughts  were 
uttered  before  the  shude  of  my  Clara. 
But  your  conversation,  and  the  love  with 
which  you  inspired  me,  weakened  my 
G  3 


and  I  lull  crnly  a  fidsfrfeivtfidjrara 

,  my  vovr.  1  v%mm  for  yoti  aloDe*^  I 
Mt  DO  Other  setilnnmt  but  my  afivetimiy 
awl  no  a^er  cliiry,  but  that  oi*  rvadetiiv 
fMi^lbllf^^  UMi  yet— yoii  ftavfeAeceind 
Mb^BdouHifl  km  fla^  MMi^bttl  v^Cl 
tfcra^  and  author  of  my  misery,  fly  to 
thy  pleasure?.  But  you  may,  perhaps, 
cveQ  in  the  centre  of  that  bj  iUiant  and 
ilittncdvf  world,  meet  mtk  a  ^mkr  mk' 

Om  yw^  l<nre  another,  as  1  Iwe  yog9^ 
Another  will  be  tlie  object  of  all  th^ 
thoughts,  as  thou  art  of  mine !  No! 
No!  This  faacy  is  only  tlie  coaiplimettl 
of  my  tm^tmt  and  eoi^juit 

Hmmt  of  Bdt  bei4g  b^ved,  the  hna^ 
another's  happiness  f  ami  that  I  may 
at  least  know,  that  thy  heart  is  always 
iiisenslble;  and  that>  if  I  have  not  touched 
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it^  no  other  may  have  had  that  power. 
But,  wherefore,  this  weakj  this  cruel  pray- 
er?  Why  wish  indifference  to  a  being, 
^ho  is  so  dear?   Ah !  how  inexpressibly 
vdear  to  me?    Edmond!  dear  Edmond! 
Be  happy.    I  wish  it.    My  sorrowful 
beart  beats  to  this  wish,  with  all  the  fer- 
vency of  the  purest,  the  most  sincere  af- 
fection.   Though  I  shall  never  behold 
you  again,  yet  I  shall  rejoice;  for  will 
at  not  afford  me  the  sweetest  satisfaction, 
to  release  you  from  the  tyranny  of  the 
<diain  which  unites  us?   Be  happy,  be  sa- 
tisfied; it  sliall  be  broken.    Be  happy. 
Edmond,  Malvina  is  lost  to  you  for  ever. 
The  moment  that  you  left  her,  was  the 
last  time  you  were  ever  to  behold  her ; 
and,  after  this  letter,  you  will  never  re«* 
ceive  another  hne,  to.  remind  you,  that 
Malvina  continues  in  existence. 

Adieu!  Adieu  r 

On  concluding  these  lines,  the  pen  fell 
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fimn  her  liand.   She  taroed  her  eyes  cm 
Mis*  Si.  » Clare.    My  strength  is  ex- 
haustedi  said  she.    I  feel,  as  ii  I  bad 
expended  the  iriCdJ  atttngth  of  o^r  life  ia^ 
rtbat  kttm   Wilt  yms^ilsmdmm  oblige 

As  she  said  this,  her  eyes  closed,  i 

her  friend  Mrs.  St.  CSHUSs;  wiio^  tem* 
£ec1,  c:illed  for  assistance;  and,  hyha 
WfttcMul  8tteiitia%  recalkd  ^  to  lif& 

'  JUas !  why  would  she  not  k  t  Iier  die' 
What  i^^er  kindiiess  cm  we  implore  d 
hismjm»  t&an  to  lose  w  vlMii  ill 
liKdieppved  of  faqf>iac»  f  .  ^ 


UALTINA. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 


:C£IT  DISCOVERED  AND  PUNISHED. 

As  ^oon  as  Williams  had  re- 
red  Mahana's  letter,  he  hastened  on 
jouraey  to  London ;  and,  calling  at 
ly  Dorsef  8,  he  heard  that  Mrs.  Fen- 
k  had  been  gone  two  days ;  he  there- 
\  set  .  but  again  instantly.  When  he 
ved  at  Sir  Edmond's  lodgings,  he  en* 
red,  before  he  entered,  if  Mrs.  Fen- 
k  was  there?  that,  he  might,  acconl- 
o6 


wick  didnoitltar  1$ 
pense,  as  she  Kil  oeni 
vatcfa  for  him ;  the  in 
voice,  sbe  ran  down  ' 
door.  I  have  been 
waiting  for  yon,  said 
dame  de  SQrcy's  lette 
Immediately^  and  pretc 
not  arrive  till  eariy  to- 
wben  yoit  will  be  oertai 
master  at  home ;  and,  i 
you  carried  the  letts 
Sorcy  yonrscIC  tell  hi 
did  not  find  ^  exprets, 
Fenwick  was  to  take  cl 


JKALVIXA.  ISl 

him,  you  can.  say,  that  bavin^  $o  much, 
oompany  (you  may  meutiou  Mr.  Prior  as 
one)  she  had  not  an  opportunity  of  an-^ 
Mrering  it.  Do  not  be  the  least  intimi- 
dated at  the  idea  of  your  master's  angers, 
in  case  he  should  ever  discover  that  you 
have  deceived  him ;  Mrs.  Burton  and  my* 
lelf  will  answer  for  you,  and  you  will  be 
most  generously  rewarded.  But  while 
pou  wait  for  that,  here  are  five  and  twentgir 
luineas.  Go — ^get  away  as  fast  as  pos- 
lible,  I  tremble  lest  Sir  Edmond  should! 
come  in;  for  should  he  surprise  us 
together,  our  plains  will  prove  entirely 
ribortive,  and  yourself  ruined.  He  in- 
ttantly  ob^ed,  and  she  hurried  up  to 
ker  apartment  to  read  Malvina's  letter. 

Aslier  heart  was  not  absolutely  desti-r 
mte  of  feeling,  perhaps  k  might  hav« 
leeft  affected  if  her  vanity  had  not 
mlted  against  the  impressions  which  she 
fas  incapable  of  imitating.   Yet  her  aelf*? 


alloiir  hcadNir  DD'filgr  1 
deavoured  to  ridicuk 
the  art,  during  the  tin 
the  hotel,  of  interoepti 
'  which  Sir  Edmond  ha 
vina:  and  she  was  dete 
finishing  stroke  by  n 
that  unfortunate  crei 
Edmond,  tired  and  fal 
thetic  complaints,  had , 
epistle  wherein  she  had 
lineated  her  despair,  wii 
the  trouble  to  read  it 
she  must  inform  her, 
tears  or  complaints  tfa 


oint  out  to  her  the  best  method  \$h6 
lid.  use  to  obtain  it.  In  acting  tn  thiri 
ner,  Mrs^  Fen  wick  had  not  a  thought 
le  dreadful  consequences  which  might 
le  from  it.  She  permitted  herself  to  bcl 
sed  with  the  pleasure  (if  pleasure  it 
be  called)  of  being  revenged,  without 
lidering  that  she  would  give  the  most 
ibitable  proofs  of  her  deceit,  which 
lit  ruin  her  in  a  moment  But  her 
t  and  frivolous  mind  never  looked 
ard,  or  thought  of  the  future.  Con- 
en  tly  she  never  possessed  the  least 
ction,  or  cared  for  any  person  but 
elf ;  therefore  she  had  not  the  slight- 
dea  of  the  injury  she  was  committing 
nst  Malvina.  As  her own  vanity 
g  hurt  was  to  her  the  greatest  of  all 
3WS,  she  undoubtedly  imagined  tliat 
rival's  was  nothing  more,  as  nothing 
er  opinion  could  exceed  it. 

ir  Edmond  could  not  accounyt  for 


had  gtiren  WiUiamtf*  iu  that  «ttiti|iiiv 
what  company  eould  she  receive,  aad 
jiarticularly,  what  coDipauy  ought  t» 
liave  pwreated  her  writiug  to  her  hut* 

Mo*}  wid 

a  thouiatid  susptcions:  tiot 
to  MaJvina*s  fitletity,  but  with  regafd  It 
those  wlio  wished  to  defame  hew.  1 1  wn 
»ot  Sir  £dmotid  who  could  suBpect  \m 

.miwiisKf  ipop  iiwiniip  41111  ^MM^ 

#houkt  have  recollecrtWi'  th«l  this  accu- 
sation miglit  be  the  verj^  means  of  briny* 
4iig  her  plots  to  light,  which  she  had  eif 
irelaped  SirJBdmond  with;  as  the  hu^baiirf 
«f  MeMmm^  awM  dtoicend  to  sm- 

Tliese  sii#pioiotti  haFrtng  mheit  in  tite  | 

mind  of  SirEdmond,  he  ordered  Willbms 
attend  him  ipstantly.   On  pu£ tinj;  ss^ 


tnQ  question&  'to  him,  lus  ambiguoua 
ndfvasivb  answers  cenvinced  his  roaster^ 
hat  hu  sumiseft  were  ii.ot  without  foUu^ 
atioik     .  : 

Wittiams  framed  an  excuse  to  leave 
b  Edmond  for  a  few  minutes,  and  on 
m  sending  for  him,  that  be  migbt  gain 
lore  inibrmation  from  him,  be  was  in« 
irmed  that  Williams  had  disappeared^ 
od  no  one  could  tell  what  was  become 
f  him.  This  immediately  confirmed  Sir 
idmond's  suspicions;  and  a  tliousand 
Xirs  on  Ma)vina*8  silence,  aiid  many  cor- 
ssponding  presentiments,  arose  in  his 
lind. 

■ 

He  wrote  a  letter,  in  wlrich  he  expresse4 
le  surprise  and  anxiety  he  laboured  un- 
er ;  and  carried  it  himself  to^  the  post, 
arful  of  trusting  it  to  any  one^  as  he 
light  be  surrounded  by  persons  who  were 
ilse.   He  reflected  with  pain  on  all  the 


j  ind  tliiis  rendered  the  ideas  of  liis  gtiik 
^  gtiU  more  insupportabie.    He  felt  such 
mm  alter  detestation  far  Mrs.  Fcnvidii 
tliat  be  wfMcA      a%lit  of  hm^  thit  l 

*  ItBkifllw&llMKIltfill^ 

veal  MOtiniialiy  to  Lcml  Si 
houses  in  hopes  of  hearing  that  hr 
returned,  but  he        constaiitly  tiisap* 
fiointedi  for  each  day  hm  stay  was  pn^ 

0liveM9  wcMlMft  from  MalnnA^  Jie«^ 

nestly  wished  to  set  off  directly  to  ascer-* 
taiTi  himself  the  ocxasion  of  lUts  sjleitee: 
But  theii»  how  could  he  determine  to 
iearc  Lomioii,  without  having  gained  the 


aught  10  «et  . 


Mm  J^efffpfK  ix^^tated  by  hi#  cooti'i 
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absence,  was  only  more  zealous  ia 
ring  the  plan  which  Mrs.  Burton  had 
:ed ;  and  not  being  quite  so  confi* 

n  the  justice  of  her  cause^  she  would 
'ust  it  to  a  public  investigation,  but 
:ed  it  in  a  private  manner,  where  she 

employ  an  eloquence,  which  few 
could  resist    Her  attractions,  the 

of  Lord  Stafford,  and  the  other 
s,  by  whom  she  was  supported,  all 
rred  iu  obtaining  the  success  of 
Burton  s  detestable  plan.  The  order 
ather  wrested,  than  granted;  but 
^as  of  no  consequence.    In  a  few ' 
perhaps,  Sir  Edmond  would  be  taken 
m  his  wife;  and,  soon,  the  mighty 
might  roll  its  waves  between  them. 
Qcied,  she  could  anticipate  her  be- 
r  on  the  sea-side;  pale,  dejected^ 

dying ;  raising  her  hands  towards 

a  supplicating  manner;  murmur- 
ast,  long,  an  eternal  adieu ;  and  he 
lot  go,  to  receive  her  last  sigh. 
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Edmond,  i 


at 

in  1^ 


arrived 
fii-A-  to  him,;.  < 
iininediali^  ll 

)ng  pbytiogdc 

nient,  regard* 
attention;'and 
iio£  the  nephe 

wi(h  an  unco 
eion,  and  de( 
expression  of '| 


liad  not  noticed  any  thing  which 
He  vas  intent  upon  what  man- 
I  should  introduce  the  subject^ 
tvas  of  80  delicate  a  nature,  and 
:ch  the  happiness  of  his  life  de-* 
The  hopes  and  fears,  by  which 
agitated,  made  him  liesitate  lon-» 
n  he  would  otherwise  have  done, 
[lerridan  perceived  his  embarrass^ 
and,  without  knowing  the  cause, 
Dured  to  relieve  him,  by  beginning 
nversation.  Certainly,  Sir,  it  is 
lurton,  to  whom  I  am  indebted 
honour  of  seeing  you ;  and  I  am 
Atonished,  that  she  didi  not  menr 
in  her  letter,  which  I  found  here 
return ;  wherein  she  informs  me, 
ccording  to  our  agreement,  she 
en  ihy  daughter  from  Madame  de 
since  her  marriage. 

t  is  it  y<W  say,  my  lord  ?  inter* 
Sir  Edmond.   Is  Mrs.  Burton  in- 
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formed  of 
kad  the  cruel 

.  ^  4 

i»  Twtrnarria 
astootshed.  Bi 

.  M'lio  are  the  hi 
•  cj  r    The  per 

What  ati  i 
claimed  Sir  E 
^nd  how  ecu] 

lot df  4t  is  ine- 
Jklalvtpas  hus 
€dip^t,  to  f 
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dertook  this  journey  to  London.  And, 
give  you  my  word,  I  will  unite  with 
I  in  every  care  and  attention,  that  she 
ty  be  rendered  worthy  the  family  from 
om  she  is  descended.    Oh  !  my  lord  ! 
you  are  now  conscious,  that  they 
to  deceive  you ;  when  they  have  ca- 
niated  Malvina,  who  is  now,  perhaps, 
ingof  the  grief,  which  I  know  the  loss 
jftier  darling  must  have  occasioned?  will 
after  this,  reject  my  entreaties  ? 
!  my  lord !  quickly  speak  the  word, 
word,  that  I  may  fly  to  the  assist- 
of  my  wife,  my  adored  wife. 

XJndoubtedly,  Sir  Edmond,  what  you 
e  told  me  is  very  surprising,  replied 
^^d  Slrerridan ;  and  I  really  find  that 
lame  de  Sorcy  has  not  ceased  to  de- 
\e  my  confidence,  since  you  are  the 
iaband  she  has  chosen.    But,  though 
r  sorrow  affects  me,  yet,.  I  am  a  father, 
tiie  fate  of  my  child  is  of  conse* 


IMT  id 

qtteuce;  JSm.  Bn 

fmd  of  my  daugl 
ceat  any  thing  fn 
hesitating.  Mair 
ticnilara  of  wKbli  i 

Edtnatid^  and  ya 

f«|iliid-Sir£di«H 

'  Slierriddl^  from  t 
not  acknowledge 
you  are  under  an 
tiling  fros^iMf^-  B 

istencc.  I  am  lier 

resentment  find  t 
her  fortune^  I  sha 
xient  of  my  owa 
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4n ;  ftiid  my  is  inviolable.  I  will 
t  this  momeat  engage  myself  to  adopts 
oth  in  my  own  name,  and  that  of  my 
ife,  Frances  Sherridan  as  our  daughter ; 
nd  if  we  should  have  any  children,  she 
ill  became  an  equal  inheritor  with  them, 
ad  if  not,  she  will  be  the  sole  heiress. 

Upon  my  word,  Sir  Edmond,  replied 
iord  Sherridan,  it  is  impossible  to  make 

more  noble  or  generous  proposal ;  but 
would  not  wish  to  take  advantage  of 
>  much  greatness  of  soul,  as  I  have 
wmed  from  experience  how  valuable  a  . 
bod  fortune  is. — 

In  the  name  of  Heaven,  'my  Lord,  in- 
krrupttd  Sir  Edmond,  recollect  there  is 
Hhing  so  precious  ttf  me,  just  now,  as 
k«  time  I  am  losing;  that  if  I  qpuld  but 
f  one  minute  sooner  to  Malvina,  or  ra- 
f^r,  if  I  could  take  back  her  charge  to 
tliere  is  nothing  that  I  would 


mmiMfie^  *  ^Eteefcm,  my  LDr4,  Jm 

me  to  go  immad^lrijriiiiiMre^^ 

yeVj  before  whom  you  may  sign  the  or 
wbicl)  may  aiitlioi  ise  me  to  take  Fran 
Sheiriuau  out  of  the  power  of  JVIrs.  Bur* 
ton^  .a^d  I  wiE  ulso  ratify  she  act, 
which  I  aliall  engage  mymSt  to 

Without  waiting  for  Lord  Slierridafl^ 
answer,  he  flew  like  lightening  along 
streets,  and  3000  twdi^  the  houses 


and  jbpOttgliit  him  to  Lord  ShcrriilanV 
\?hll''  WM'  petrificti  at  the  \  elocity  ^^^^^^ 
which  Sir  Eclmond  went  and  ret u rued 
saying  to  him,  it  indeed  appears.  Sir,  tW. 

^have,  i|jthoiit:  doii^i  At 
with  thii|^iiU€iii»)i|  expktneiiyillltoattfi^l 
ivliiclj  are  to  be  regulated  between  iis; 
and  M\k^%  tie  is  en;ipipy€4  *^  tb»t  cic 


m  win  favcxur  tne  with  yonr  company 
to  aoother  room,  where  you  wHl  meet 
person  Who  wishes  to  speak  with  you. 

Sir  Edmond,  maoh  surprised,  eagerly 
wtened  to  know  who  could  come  td 
ek  him  at  Lord  Sherridan's ;  and  on  en- 
ring  the  room,  he  observed  the  same 
Taon  whom  he  had  seen  there  an  hour 
&re,  and  who  had  regarded  him  with 
f  3much  attention.  Sir  Edmond  going 
htm,  and  politely  saluting  him,  en- 
lired  If  he  had  any  particular  busfnesA 
1th  him? 

I  wished  Sir,  replied  the  gentleman/ 
ith  a  look  of  kindness,  to  speak  with 
Ml,  as  I  hope  to  have  the  satisfaction  of 
dag  serviceable  to  you.  I  liave  not 
le  honour  of  knowing  you  personally^ 
at  as  I  abhor  injustice,  the  conviction 
lat  you  are  very  near  experiencing 

VOL.  IV.  H 


|46  ICALVWA. 

bas  very  warmlj  intcferted  me  in  71 
fiivour— I  mmy  ay,  bdbre-  I  had  1 
pleasure  of  seebg  you.  Yon  have  n 
powerflil  enemies  Sir,  and  yoa  aic^  I  ma 
BO  doub^  ignorant  of  Aeir  having  1 
tained  an  order  from  government  to  ae 
you  out  of  the  kingdonit  under  the  p 
text  of  your  having  formed  a  party 
Edinburgh,  in  favour  of  the  French  pri 
tiples ;  and  it  is  to  be  put  in  force  1 
morrow ;  which,  though  I  know  nothi 
of  you,  I  have  refused  to  sign,  becau: 
^among  all  the  crimes  alleged  against  yc 
1  could  not  ascertain  any  proofs  of  sui 
cient  consequence  to  sanction  so  arbitra 
A  proceeding,  when  chance  directed 
ishould  both  nieet  here.  I  was  so  niu 
surprised  at  your  looks,  that  I  determin 
not  to  leave  Lord  Sherridan's,  withe 
obtaining  from  him  some  information  1 
gardingyour  situation  and  character,  i 
j^uve  it  me  during  your  absence,  but  y< 
pardon  him  for  ^n  indiscretiou  wbic 
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;ha8 .  given  me  the  power  of  being  useful 
■to  you,  and  to  warn  you  of  your  slander- 
cr&  .  If  you  will  theretbre  go  with  me,  I  • 
Jbave  not  a  doubt  but  you  will  easily  vin- 
dicate yourself;  and  that  we  shall  induce 
»fheni  to  revoke  an  illegal  order,  that  par^* 
tiaiity  has  wrested  from  weakness. 

Ah,  gracious  God !  Sir,  replied  Sir  Ed^ 
Oiond,  you  have  nearly  petrified  me  by 
the  surprise  and  the  indignation  which 
iny  enemies  have  inspired ;  and  the  deep 
gense  of  gratitude  which  I  feel  for  your 
kind  interest,  oppresses  my  heart  so 
powerfully,  that  I  find  it  utterly  impos- 
sible to  express  myself  on  the  occasion. 
But  by  what  singular  barbarity  am  I  to 
be  condemned  without  being  heard  ?  And 
it  is  your  disinterested  generosity,  then, 
%vliich  has  withheld  me,  when  tottering 
on  the  edge  of  such  a  precipice  ? — Infa- 
jnous  wretches !  they  wished  then  to  tear 
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Sr,  sane  mj  detoted  MMBn»t  tfofl 
,  may  knov,  diat  I  may  mmmMdL.tticoL 

Tbe  pefkkm  mm  sigiidi  M|ilMI  #1 
goitlennn,  by  Mn.  Bu«M  «im1  fail 
Staffbid:  alM  fay  Moe  ate  paraMb 

hold  the  first  rank  in  Edinburgh,  and  d 
the  first  consideration  here,  where  it  h 
also  supported  by  mea  of  very  povetfU 
interest. — 

And  all  this,  interrupted  Sir  Edmoad, 
with  a  smile  of  anguish,  to  rend  the  besrt; 
and  throw  the  most  amiable  of  wottifl 
into  despair !  Oh  God !  is  it  possibk 
there  can  i>e  so  much  malice  in  the  he- 
man  heart? — Come  Sir,  let  us  go,  that 
you  may  not  repent  having  granted  me 
your  generous  protection ;  a  simple  recttd 
will  i>eimit  you  to  judge  whether  I  am 
innocciit,  and  you  will  be  informed  hoir 
far  interest,  ambition,  and  re%-enge  can 
scltisk  mind. 


MALVIVA.  149 

They  departed  together — ^and  the  Mar- 
I  of  D***  presented  Sir  Edmond  to 
King,  in  council  with  his  minister ; 
I  the  same  day  thia  unjust  and  cruel 
er  was.  developed  and  revoked. 

ildmond,  in  consideration  of  the  dan- 
which  he  had  escaped,  could  not 
?t  his  generous  protector  without  ex« 
ssing  what  he  felt.  Sir  Edmond,  tak- 
;  his  handy  said  in  a  softened  voice,  it 
not  only  me,  my  Lord,  whom  you 
ne  saved,  it  is  not  only  me  who  will 
ss  you — no-^it  is  a  heart  ten  thousand 
les  more  affectionate,  more  worthy 
A  mine,  who  will  offer  her  prayers  to 
aven  for  you,  where  they  will  be  rc- 
▼ed  my  Lord ;  for  they  will  arise  from 
I  heart  where  purity  and  virtue  alone 
ides.  Farewell  my  Lord,  your  generous 
crest,  your  benevolent  interference, 
1  your  image  will  ever  live  here ;  (lay- 
l  his  hand  on  his  breast)  and  while  life 


he  etrmnlly  engra^Tn  on  mf 
1  am  certain  1  shall  live  in  jouli 
MMiibrmDcc;  tor   most  assuredly  liici 
aiPceieatKwani  of  goodness  is  to  recolle 
tbe  loMiiMM  it  bai  Imii  \ 


.  Ihcy  ilien  separated,  micf  Sir 
Tctuniecl  to  Lor<l  Sherridan  s  to  5ign  t?? 
two  papers  which  the  la%*^)er  li^il  been 
4limwiog  u{i^  «  he  ddbeiiii^cd  to  set 

^Mm^mimmm^ — 

tohii  locigiQgs  to  prepiii  Imkmde^isiam 

lie  had  scansdy  been  ia  ooe  moiDeiil^ 

when  a  letter  was  delivered  to  him ;  it 
*was  fiom  Mrs-  St,  Clare,  and  only  cod* 
tained  these  few  Uoes;  I  am  at  a  loss 
tfi  IfEHl^iift  i&oiii  what  motive  you  pre^ 
tend  to  h$  ttttffcM  Mt  iMii  liftirio^.  m  i 
isilTCd  letters  firom  Malvina,  as  I  ^UOMi 
mtpflifM  that  you  have  forgot  that  yon  re* 
niitted  them  ioto  the  haiuis  of  Mi>,  Vcn- 
wicki  aud»  for  which  reason,  my  uiutir- 
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laDate  friend  has  vowed  nevAr  more  to 
lelieve  you.  Indeed,  the  turpitude  of 
^our  conduct  has  been  so  far  above  what 
[  ever  could  have  supposed  from  you, 
hat  my  heart  refuses  to  credit  the  proofs 
[  have  of  it ;  and  I  cannot  believe,  that 
rou  had  a  knowledge  of  the  order  for 
Sidling  away  her  darling,  or  that  detesta* 
lie  letter  of  Mrs.  Fenwick's.  But,  if  I 
lo  judge  you  rightly,  and  your  soul  yet 
lossesses  one  spark  of  humanity,  tremble, 
when  you  behold  yourself  surrounded  by 
he  murderers  of  your  wife;  whom,  if 
ron  wish  to  behold  once  more,  delay  not. 
i  moment." 

While  Sir  Edmond  was  perusing  this 
etter,  he  turned  pale;  a  universal  shiv- 
ering agitated  his  whole  frame;  and  the 
sfaill  of  death  and  despair  seemed  to  have 
pervaded  his  heart,  and  every  vein  in  his 
Mxly.  He  silently  went  up  to  Mrs.  Feu- 
rick's  apartment;  he  knocked;  Jenny 


-  -  •»  lie  \\ 
*""S-'-t  it  ; 


^^•^"I'i  .Mr.. 

'•'i:cd  to  stab 

govcrne 
^•'-^  g^'ing  to 

Jie  perceivtd  a 
he  instant?,. 
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J  loved  hkn  ? .  He  hid  his  pale,  humi- 
jed  ooimtenance  with  the  fatal  letter, 
I  became  almost  suffocated  by  his 
s;  while  his  agonised^  repentant  heart 
I  ready  to  burst.  This  noise  awakened 
s.  Fenwick ;  and,  alarmed  at  seeing  a 
a  in  the  room,  she  jumped  out  of  bed, 
I  found  it  was  Sir  Edmond.  What  is 
'ou?  said  she ;  but  perceiving  the  pa- 
»  which  he  held  m  his  hand,  she  ex* 
imed,  Oh!  God!  Sir  Edmond,  what 
e  you  done?   I  know  every  thing. 

knd  I  also  know  you,  lie  replied,  in  a 
e  of  indignation,  accompanied  by  a 
k  of  the  utmost  contempt. 

!^rs.  Fen  wick's  mind  was  incapable  of 
ling  either  the  injuries  she  had  been 
ilty  of,  or  the  situation  of  Sir  Edmond, 
1  preserved  the  hope  of  appeasing  him, 
1  vindicating  herself.  She  confessed 
)  was  culpable,  with  an  assumed  humi- 
h5 


Vity,  tttrtbtttii^yit  mSni^  nmekm 

of  her  love;  and,  half  exposing  \m 
dmrms  ta  Sir  Etlmond,  she  pressed  hm 
IB  her  anus;  but  lie  repulsed  hrr,  villi 
boiroi^  s^ringt  you  a»  a^viteaiid  wicked 

object  pf  mfy,  mtmmt  con  tempt  and  Mum 

xetice.    1  can  iiejfr  sufficicnUy  repeal 
or  be  suilkiently  humble,  at  tlie  remetn- 
l>ran«;e  of  ii^viiigy  for  ^^^ent,  torgo^^ 
mym^f  ^  'gm   6fi::«!li^,  despicsh^ 
lilc  wuiiito^iiid  iiead  li 

lietvcttt  «fh]ch  is  OQmK|(»«i  of  all  the  in- 
famy of  your  conduct^  |H|Wd,4dtil  ttlC  WS^Sk 
(HOUnf^  of  ^ouc  h^^U        .  .  i 

He  concluded  with  these  word^  asA 
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CHAP.  IX. 


A  HOUBNFUL  OBJSCT. 


.  While  Mrs.  Fcnwick  was 
afflicting  herself,  Sir  Edmond  ordered  a 
chaise  to  be  got  ready,  and  departed, 
vithout  stopping  night  or  day.  Sleep 
had  never  once  saluted  his  eyes.  The 
image  of  Malvina,  ill-used,  and  dying, 
was  for  ever  present  to  his  imagination, 
and  oppressed  his  mind  with  an  insup- 
portable weight  of  sorrow  and  repent- 
ance. He  could  not  rest  even  in  the 
carriage;  for,  when  the  mind  is  distres- 


\S6  UAM^lfWA, 

sed  by  conoding  anxiety,  the  repose  of 
iht  hoily  becomea  ec|imUy  iitsirpportabtc. 
tbig  leaaoiii  he  frequenUj  out^ 

Vi^tilioaelfi  but  be  tmiyr  tiotteich  ha 

soon  enough,  and  he  was'taktn  foi  t 
lunatic.  Despair  was  stamped  on  Iiis  fea* 
tares,  Wiiat  avails,  Iben,  health,  birtl^ 
ud  fortune  wbic^     smiled  uponhioLr 

of  what  mpimw  mmm^ 

wbx^  are  bestowed  tipun  us^  vptie 

fie,  however^  arrived  at  last  at  the 
|;^s^ce  life  DE^k^ticQtly  de$ir^d^  i!^ncc8r- 
j^f  tlie  be  tint 

little  .{(FWJilii         fif  ,jvih^^  bad  « 

key;  andj  ordering  the  carriage  to  |^ 
round  to  the  court -yardj  he  entered  the 
wood.  The  full  orbed  uioqh  shed  ha 
pensive  silver  light  on  every  iucmundiiig 


att  MW  t^mi  The  trees  had  lost 
-  foliage.  The  flowers  no  longer- 
med»  and  lavishly  scattered  their 
rt  perfume.  The  melody  of  the  birds 
silent ;  a  piercing  cold  had  succeeded 
soft  breath  of  summer.  In  his  way 
!)eheld  some  funeral  cypresses,,  and 
»my  firs,  whose  pyramidical  branches 
erved  the  only  remaining  verdure  that 
lared ;  from  whose  dark  branches,  the 
sent  forth  her  doleful  shrinks;  it 
the  only  noise,  which  interrupted  the 
ice  of  night,  and  which  Echo  mouin- 
f  repeated. 

dmond  shuddered;  his.iegs  trembled 
er  bim ;  he  struck  his  foot  against  a 
«•  A  moon-beam,  which  had  pierced 
foliage,  permitted  his  wandering  eye. 
ibservethat  this  stone  covered  a  tomU. 
uttered  an  exclamation,  and  fell 
'n;  bis  body  pressed  tlie  cold  and 
ieless  earth.    He  was  uncertain  wJkh 


4 


penetrated  his  ]|eflit«   In  |]|s'dM|i 
struck  his  head  against  lliestone,  exrl 
imgt  with  wilda^,  Malvioa  1  MatTias 


At  this  accent,  Edmond  aime;  and^ 
-wildly  looking  mmip  mSiimmed  ti 

struck  hlm^  proceeded.  He  ||liened,  mi" 
presently  heard  the  rustling  of  cloatte 
among  the  trees,  and  perceived  a  irotma 
with  a  black  veil,  which  coireiad  hp* 
Ikad,  and  p9i£i#1l#  mm 

^Wked,  why  do  you  come  here,  to  dts* 
turb  the  ashes  of  the  dead,  and  prevent 
that  peae^  whioli  only  ih&  tombjcm  ^ 


i 
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"  What  is  it  I  hear?  cried  Sir  Edmond. 
What  fatal  words  1  Malvina !  Is'it  thou, 
whom  I  behold  ?  Is  it  thou,  whom  I 
hear? 

No !  she  replied,  I .  am  no  longer 
Malvina.  I  was  so  once,  when  he  loved 
me;  but  he  has  left  me,  and  I  am  fallen 
into  distress.  He  has  deprived  me  of 
his  love ;  and  the  grief  I  feel  for  it,  will 
apon  bring  me  to  the  dust 

At  tliese  words,  a  mortal  chill  seemed 
to  freeze  the  soul  of  Edmond,  and  a  pre- 
aentiment  of  the  most  severe  misfortune 
penetrated  his  heart.  He  raised  the  veil, 
^hich  covered  Malvina;  he  pressed  her 
ia;  his  arms.  My  wife,  my  friend,  my 
Malvina!  do  you  not  know  your  Ed- 
mond? he  exclaimed;  in  the  most  pas- 
-aionate  accent 

llusb  1  hush !  you  must  not  pronounct 


^kat  name  here.    Do  you  not  know  bfiw 


thy  Edmond,  thy  hmb«n4  viio  ft 
ninned  never  ta  leave  yciik  mme. 

alHiit  skted  hemjf  nggn  tlie  slmf^ 

gviilv  she  eaidi  vlty  ilo  vou  so  often  re» 
jfeif^^'f^*#  ^6h«,  f  m  Ecfmond? 
Bo  Vol/  (liiiifc  T  am  ignorant  of  all  which 
hns  passed  ?  Tliey  vainly  m  islierl  to  hide 
it  tVoiB  mti  Mtid  I  know  that  Edmond  ^ 
\rin  nei'er  return  here/  ?incc'another  has 
taken  pbssesskrti  of  fiis  tieart;  he  \nft 
(Thly  stay  with  her.  He  rejects,  he  hatcJ  i 
Malvina. 


He  reject  her!  interrupted  Ed mond, 
pressing  his  Hps  to'the  coki  cheeks  of  hb 
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wHa  Heliateher!  Ah !  heaven  is  my 
witness,  never,  never,  was  she  so  much 
beloved. 

He  would  not  like  to  hear  what 
say,  she  replied ;  and  you  must  never  telt 
me  that  he  loves  me,  hurrying  from  him, 
because  that  will  prevent  me  from  dying. 

And  is  it  thus>  that  I  have  found  thee? 
exclaimed  Edmond,  clasping  his  hands 
la  the  anguish  of  despair.  I  speak  to 
If alvina ;  and  Malvina  no  longer  hears- 
flM.  I  am  before  her;  and  her  mild  eyes 
d0  not  behold  me.  Grief  has  destroyed 
her  senses;  and  it  is  myself,  the  most 
barbarous  and  inhuman  of  beings,  who 
has  reduced  her  to  this  dreadful  state. 
Oh !  my  Malvina,  most  beloved,  and 
most  injured  of  women !  condescend  to 
Stnile  on  thy  Edmund,  that  thy  heart 
may  be  arrested  by  his  voice,  and  thy 
locries  may  dwell  upon  thy  husband.  But, 


fbey  eufe 
and  he  i 
"JeJancho 

round;  but 
on  any  obje 
-approached 
"Pon  it,  tl, 
^^"■kcs,  and 
*^^en.  wait  a 
but, 
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1  went  some  paces  beyond  the  shrab- 
y.  The  moon  shone  directly  on  her 
mtenance;  and  it  was,  by  its  pale 
ms,  that  Edmond,  gazing,  on  his  he^ 
ed  wife,  marked  how  much  all  her 
tures  were  altered  by  the  corroding 
ch.  of  sorrow,  which  silently  preys, 
I  destroys  the  powers  of  life.  She 
sed  close  by  him ;  took  up  her  robe, 
t  it  might  not  touch  him,  and  conti- 
fd  her  walk. 

Je  followed  her  steps,  slowly,  without 
nng.  the.  power  to  speak;  went  with 

into  the  house, ,  and  followed  her  to 
apartment,  where  JVIrs.  St  Clare  was 
ting  her  appearance.  You  behold  mc- 

here,  said  Malvina,  on  entering.  It 
ong,  very  long.  I  did  not  believe  it 
\  so  difficult  to  die. 

kfrs.  St.  Clare  sighed  deeply,  got  up> 
[  silently  took  the  band  of  her  friend, 


they  euteebJ 
and  he  sui 
melancholy 
smote  his  bn 

Alalvir 
regard  ^  vet 
round 

on  8  ^  mo 

IT  fc'ijre  but 
^rt,  and  ( 
ih !  then, 
despaij. 
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how  much  he  suffers; 
'  deceived;  but,  be 
i-eature !  Thy  grieft 
1  have  also  suffered 


see,  that  I  am  very  tran- 
there  will  be  a  day  of  mer- 
-  night  of  repose,  which  will 
broken-hearted,  and  close  all 
nds. 

5t.  Clare  arose,  took  Edniond's 
d  held  it  to  IVIalvinas  breast, 
ting  her  friend.  Do  you  not 
thing?  Look  at  this  person, 
T)o  you  not  recollect  him? 
you  not  know  that  it  is  Ed- 


do  vou  know  of  Edmond?  asked 
with  a  hurried  accent,  "and  an 
ildness,  as  she  surveyed  them 
Lh!  if  you  know  where  he  is,  run 
run;  tell  him  to  bring  back  my 
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Trances ;  tell  hioi,  particularly^  mi  it 
give  her  to  Kitty,  his  Kitty;  Iwaoi 

thcr?  Hoy  shall  I  dire  to  join  ha*  'm 
heaven,  ^vlien  I  have  tost  lier  ch'#l 
liow  can  1  support  ber  threatcuing  voice, 
viicn  she  demaiids  hisr  of  m^?  t  Ifwl 
ky/  tUtt  beMi!^  to.  KUiy?  Bb 
jmi  ii^i^t^Sd^  ihk  'fil»iiog  the  hand 
of  Sir  Etitnonrl  with  cnTivulsivc  agltaiioni 
do  you  believe  that  Edniond  would  cott- 
sent  to  let  me  have  my  Frances  ? 

:  { 

He  will,  to-morrow,  bring  her  to  jou,  , 

hint^t'lfj  ^aid  Etlmoml.  To  morrow,  yoif*^ 
husband  and  your  child  will  be  here. 
^■ 

Hear  him,  just  heaven  !    exclaimed  . 
-Malvina,  with  quickness.    Do  you  hear 
liim?    He  promises,  and  assures  me,  that 
Edmond  and  Frances  will  be  here  to-mor- 
row.   JBut,  does  he  not  likewise  deceive 
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3?   For,  is  not  that  the  same  voice, 
iich  I  formerly — Do  I  not  hear  Ed* 
and?    Edmond !    That  name  is  every 
lere,  continued  she,  putting  her  hand 

her  forehead.  It  burns  me,  it  con* 
mes  me;  my  brain  is  on  fire.  Then, 
ring  from  Mrs.  St.  Clare  and  Edmond, 
le  ran  up  to  her  own  chamber,  crying, 
fly,  why,  prevent  me  from  going  to 
ni  ?  I  think,  he  would  certainly  have 
:ied  my  sorrows.  I  would  have  said, 
^  Edmond,  behold,  thy  Malvina  has 
rae  to  thee.  If  it  displeases  thee,  she 
11  go  away ;  but,  look  at  her  only  once 
>re,  that  she  may  take  with  her  a  last 
>k  of  compassion  and  kindness  from 
r  Edmond.    Only  tell  her,  that  you 

not  hate  her;  and,  from  that  moment, 
e  will  never  more  disturb  your  new 
^ures.  She  will  suppress  her  tears, 
fie  her  complaints,  and  sleep  in^.the 
Lst.    Kow^  that  door  of  happiness  Is 


became  dejected,  from  1 
Iter  agitations,  and  she  su 
the  floor-  Her  eyes  were 
and  her  oppressed  heart  si 
break.  But  iief  situation 
was,  was  nothing,  when 
that  of  Edniond. 

Mrs.  St.  Clare  perccivec 
ing  his  hand,  with  a  look 
do  not  let  us  despair,  said 
the  sight  of  Frances,  b 
conscience,  may  awaken 
present,  she  will  remain  tn 
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Ah!  Mrs.  St.  Clare,  the  crime  was 
dreadful ;  but  the  punishment  far  exceeds 
it. 

No,  no,  unhappy  Edmond!  replied 
fthe,  I  do  not  accuse  you.  It  is  not  you, 
alone,  who  have  been  guilty;  your  suf- 
leriDgs  sufficiently  convince  me  of  it 

Oh!  no  one  has  been  so  much  to 
blame  as  myself,  he  replied.  I  was  be* 
loved  by  Malvina.  Oh!  Malvina,  my 
adored  wife!  if,  by  an  impious  frailty,  I 
liave  perjured  my  vows,  on  finding  you 
in  this  terrible  sitaation.  Gracious  Godt 
4ira  I  not  sufficiently  punished? 


V,OJL.  IT. 
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CHAP.  X, 


CONCERNS  MRS.  BURTON- 

MaLVINA,  insensible  to : 
that  passed,  wsls  carried  to  her  chamb 
without  knowing  it.  In  that  state 
death-like  insensibility,  she  did  notapp< 
to  distinguish  any  object.  Edmor 
seated  by  her  bed-side,  miserable  a 
dejected,  could  not  help  contemplati 
that  charming  countenance,  which  b 
constituted  his  felicity,  and  now  1 
most  severe  misery,  as  he  considered  hii 
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self  the  occasion  of  it.  He  watched,  he 
waited;  he  anxiously  hoped  for  a  change, 
but  in  vain.  That  countenance,  once  so 
expressive  of  tenderness  and  every  ami- 
able propensity, no  longer  varied ;  the  play 
'tyf  features  seemed  suspended;  an  inanir 
tliate  melancholy  stupor  had  succeeded, 
and  chained  those  features,  which  the 
gentle  virtues,  sense  and  affectiou,  had 
animated. 

Edmond  could  no  longer  support  this 
heart-breaking  sight;  and,  leaving  her 
bed,  with  an  air  of  delirium,  he  rushed 
out  of  the  room ;  then,  returning  instant* 
ly,  he  went  up  to  Mrs.  St.  Clare,  sa^ng,  * 
for  heaven  s  sake,  inform  me,  who  were 
those  barbarous  monsters,  that  have  re- 
duced my  beloved  Malvina  to  tins  de- 
plorable state. — Name  them,  that  I  may 
load  them  with  my  vengeance.  How 
long  has  she  been  deprived  of  her  rea- 
IS 


m 

«HL?  Kod        wm  it 

Sir  Edmond,  replied  Mrs,  St  Cla 
^vUl  s«iis^  aUjrcmr  iaquirio.  But, 

%eat1ies,  by  a»eriiiig  &  falsehood.^ 
at  this  letteri  which  is  written  by 
Fenw-ick  to  Malvioa ;  had  it  tlie  sac 
of  your  approbation  ?  and,  did  you 
sacrifice  your  \nft  for  her  ? 

Oh  heaven,  what  infernal  wickec 
^exclaimed  Sir  Edmond,  on  readiB 
contents  of  Mrs.  Fenwick  s  letter, 
a  monster  of  deceit !  It  is,  then,  tl 
testable  hand,  which  sent  the  bl( 
MaWina's  heart.  Ah  !  madam,  I  acl 
ledge,  this  woman  did  seduce  me 
moment  Yet,  I  was  drawn  into  it 
by  circumstances,  than  by  Jier.  B 
solemnly  declare  that,  since  thei 
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oonteiDpt  with  which  she  inspired  me  was 
BO  great,  that  I  found  not  the  least  ef- 
fort in  resisting  all  her  wiles.    And,  can 
you  imagine,  that  I  could  be  so  base,  as 
to  sacrifice  Malvina,  the  interesting  Mai- 
"vina,  to  such  a  vain,  frivolous  being  as 
that  ?   Merciful  God !  I  thus  permit  her 
to  insult  the  wife  of  my  bosom !    Ah ! 
far,  very  far,  be  such  a  detestable  crime 
ftom  me!  Never  did  I  allow  her  impure 
lips  to  utter  the  revered  name  of  Malvina 
before  me.    But,  by  what  inconceivable 
Jirt,  by  what  mysterious  iniquity,  could 
she  find  means  to  secrete  my  letters? 

That  is  sufficient,  interrupted  Mrs.  St 
dare.  I  shall  not  even  inquire,  if  you 
was  concerned  in  taking  away  Francei^- 
I  should  blush,  even  to  suspect  sflch  a 
trait  of  inhumanity  from  the  frail,  though 
repentant  husband  of  Malvina. 

I  never  saw  Lord  Sherridan  but  the 


plied  Eclmond,  and  it  Was  finofti  bfio'liist 
I  received  the  information  df  Mrs-  Bwr* 
ton's  having  sent  for  Frances  from  hef 
Yetreat!  aod  it is  ftiiQi  him  that  I  obtained 

carry  net 

will  be  ftsigned  to  her  belcmii  i^mtmi 

^   Oil,  Edmon^l  1  anfortiuiale,  *  ulilia|i)yf 
M^m^ASt  tMClaimed  Mrs,    St;  Chifi 
'|^¥4^ltf^!ieM^^^^^^        why;  m 
not  those  ditastiAile  'ffm^t^w  ^ib^J^ 
sponsTble  for  having  so  basely  ^tju^md 
you?— As  to  Mrs.  Bitrton,  I  hope  (hi 
^^arth  does  not  contain  another  being  sa 
*4^^itful  and  unfeeling'.    She  came  here, 
4^iiioi#1l^#i|j^^^^^i^^  had 

the  justic<A  of  the  peace,  and  a  I  lighting 
from  her  carriage,  she  desired  him  ti? 
sunnuon  I/idy  Ijiirton  toa[>pear*     I  went 
-#ith  your  wite^  and  iufoi-raed  ixini  there 
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was  no  person  here  of  that  name.  This 
is  no  time  to  deny  it,  said  Mrs.  Burton, 
here  is  a  copy  of  the  church  register 
where  the  celebration  took  place,  which 
states  the  facts.  I  am  informed  of  every 
thing,  but  what  perhaps  the  lady  is  unac* 
quainted  M'ith,  addressing  herself  to  Mai- 
vina;  which  is,  that  Sir  Edmond  is  fasci* 
nated  with  another  beauty,  and  recollect- 
ing the  extent  of  his  imprudence,  now 
desires  to  dissolve  his  union,  which  he 
only  regards  as  a  misfortune,  and  which 
he  declares  he  never  should  have  been 
draivn  into,  but  by  the  most  seducing  ar- 
tifices. Here,  madam,  is  the  act  that  I 
am  commissioned  to  present  you  from 
him:  if  you  consent  to  sign  it,  your  mar- 
riage will  be  dissolved,  and  Miss  Sherridan 
may  remain  with  you  ;  but  if  you  refuse, 
it  is  her  father  s  will  that  she  must  be  re-* 
signed  to  my  care ;  for  which  there  is  a 
legal  order,  wliich  these  persons  will  see 
duly  performed  immediately.  ,  ^ 
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Blaifaflf^  r^pEed  y<mr  wilt,  wift  mofc 
fortitude  and  calmnos  than  I  could  have 
expected,  I  da  not  percehre  that  thiis  or- 
der is  8ig:iied  by  Sir  Edmobd;  I  shall 
therefore  wut  till  liiat  is  affixed,  before  I 
sign  mine.  I  will  certainly  yield  to  hit 
vishes,  but  will  not  consent  without  he 
does  alsa 

So,  replied  Mrs.  Burton,  with  a  satirical 
smile,  because  you  wish  a  marriage,  which 
your  husband  detests,  to  continue  in  force 
a  few  days  longer,  you  will  deviate  from 
the  vows  of  a  friend,  which  you  pretend 
was  so  dear  to  you,  and  consent  to  allow 
her  child  to  be  separated  from  you. 

No,  madam,  that  is  what  I  never  will 
consent  to,  replied  Malviua,  with  energy: 
and  if  she  is  ravished  from  me,  it  m  ill  be 
indeed  by  force  only.  I  shall  then  put 
in  a  claim  against  this  attempt,  for  if  she 
ia  taken  by  violence,  justice  will  resign 
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her  to  me  again ;  you  must  not  always 
expect  to  accomplish  your  views  by  such 
conduct.  The  day  of  trutli  may  not  be 
far  distant,  when  the  world  will  know, 
your  heart,  and  be  shocked  at  its  selfish- 
Bess. 

Mrs.  Burton  appeared  rather  mentally 
disturbed  at  the  solemnity  with  which 
Malvina  spoke,  aud  without  answering 
her,  turned  to  the  justice.  You  observe, 
she  said,  that  the  lady  refuses  to  comply 
with  any  terms;  therefore  the  law  author- 
ises me  to  see  those  orders  put  in  force, 
which  I  am  empowered  to  have  fulfilled* 
Therefore  I  demand  the  appearance  of 
the  Honorable  Frances  Slierridan. 

I  then  spoke. — Sir,  I  desire  you  will 
take  particular  care  that  you  are  not 
guilty  of  a  very  despicable  piece  of  busi- 
ves&    I  am  equally  as  great  a  stranger 
i5 


178  arAi.viirA'. 
teyoarsclf  tomllthb  atfiair;  botlibrti 
Ijhat  you  will  om  day  repent  haviag  c 
|ioyed  Ibree  in  taking  Miss  Shenk 
ftmn  this  place. 

Mn.  St  Clare,  interrupted  Mrs.  fl 
ton,  iu  a  tone  of  contempt^  we  have  i 
thing  to  do  with  your  high-flown  se 

ments;  keep  them  for  the  public  i 
may  have  the  patience  to  hear  th< 
Come  Sir,  there  is  no  time  to  lose,  an 
summon  you  to  perform  your  duty. 

Indeed,  said  the  justice,  I  do  not 
what  I  shall  have  to  fear;  die  order  wl 
Mrs.  Burton  has,  is  positive  and  comp 
in  all  the  forms  which  are  legal  in 
opinion  of  justice.  I  then  only  exec 
the  la^vs.  He  then  went  out  to  oi 
Miss  Sherridan's  appearance.  Not 
of  the  ser\'ants  dare  to  disobey  him, 
you  know  how  much  the  magistrates 
cted  here. 
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•  Malvina,  who  saw  with  terror^  that  she 
had  not  a  moment  to  lose,  made  another 
effort,  and  addressing  Mrs.  Burton,  may 
I  not  be  permitted,  at  least  to  keep  Fran- 
ces, until  Sir  Edmond  has  signed  the  act 
you  have  shewn  me?  I  will  then  engage 
myself,  by  the  most  sacred  vows,  to  com- 
plete the  dissolution  of  my  marriage,  or 
relinquish  my  charge. 

No,  said  Mrs.  Burton,  I  will  not  ac» 
cept  of  any  other  accommodation,  than 
what  was  proposed  on  my  arrival ;  and  I 
desire  that  you  will  quickly  perform  it. 
I  must  have  your  signature  or  ypur  child. 

.  Oh,  Clara !  exclaimed  Malvina,  raising 
her  hands  to  Heaven,  thou  beli oldest  to 
what  a  cruel  alternative  I  am  reduced  by 
the  malevolence  of  this  woman — direct 
me  in  my  duty  dear  sacred  Shade. 


Mrs.  Burton  may  go  as  soon  as  she 


ylnMii  ibid  Mrs.  Taise,  euterifig 
TOom»  fur  the  ehUii  ii  alrai4]r  in  the 


Abl  th^lm  Uskm  my  diild,  £he% 
tlieifiuealy^^  %iiigoiitif 

Mamma,  mamma,  said  the  ehildi 
AtiUjipgliiig  to  release  hcrsdif  from  tbas& 
iftiEi  %il  tftkea  hei^  are  you  not  goiag 


No,  I  will  never  leave  you,  MaT- 
vina,  tlirowinji  herself  under  the  coach 
wheels,  the  barbarians  may  crusti  me  be* 
fore  they  shall  take  thee  from  liiy  mo- 


Take  tlie  lady,  saidMfs.  Bttrtoi^ 
in  the  most  unfeeling  maimer^  to  the 
people  who  were  with  her;  yQuseeplaiftlj, 
she  is  bereft  of  her  senses. 
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'  What  then,  madam,  said  I,  are  you  in- 
vufaierable  to  the  sensation  of  pity  ?  What 
can  you  expect  from  such  inhuman  con- 
duct? If  your  intention  is  not  to  kill 
the  innocent  creature,  whom  you  have 
thus  cruelly  taken  from  her  more  than  mo- 
ther, with  such  unfeetiiig  apathy,  are  you 
sure  that  you  will  not  be  obliged  to  re- 
turn her? 

Take  away  the  lady,  repeated  Mrs. 
Burton,  in  a  voice  trembling  with  rage, 
irithout  deigning  to  answer  me. 

Malvina,  perceiving  they  were  going 
to  carry  her  away  by  force,  arose,  and 
falling  at  Mrs.  Burton's  feet,  said,  in  the 
name  of  Heaven,  in  the  name  of  humanity^ 
for  the  sake  of  your  own  peace,  do  not 
•.deprive  me  of  my  child  !  I  cannot  sur- 
-vjvfe  the  loss  of  her.  Do  you  wish  to  re- 
.proach  yourself  with  my  death  ? 


\  It  is  in  your  own  power  tMitiim  heii 
said  Mrs.  BurtoD,  perfectly  unafiVi  ted ; 
jrou  know  the  conditigii^  I  wi^iiiflexibk 
to  juiy  otliers. 

you  longer,  Mid  your  w]|e|, 
with  horror-  Ttioygh  I  have  tiotoldpH' 
but  lhar  this  act  is  a  horrible  piece  of  art; 
by  whick  you  hope  to  deceive  both  m)^ 
Wf  WS'W^l^         disuniting  us  fat 

perhaps  he  may  be  here  to-iBo|)p£nv^ 

haps  to-d:iy-  Me  will  return  me  ray 
child,  and  your  arts  wUl  be  revealecL 
Vou  will  be  punished  ;  iudeed  you  must 
liealieady,  if  you  possess  a^ny  conscieitcr 

justice  hoifetW  iftififeiven  I  On  couclu* 
ding  these  words,  your  Malvinaj  over* 
powered  hy  grief,  was  nearly  dej>nved  of 
all  sense;  aad  j^Irs.  JUurtou^  whose  coua- 
tenaQol ;btilify4d#.t&mttii^  of  aiiger  anil 
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fear,  hurried  away.  What  shall  I  say 
more?  I  have  only  to  inform  you,  Sir 
Edmond,  on  the  same  evening  of  that 
dreadful  day,  the  letter  which.^^  now 
hold,  was  brought  to  Malvina.  She  be- 
lieved that  she  beheld  in  it  a  confirmation 
of  all  that  Mrs.  Burton  had  said ;  and  she 
was  forced  to  suppose  that  her  husband 
was  concerned  with  her  enemies.  That 
perhaps  she  had  sacrificed  the  child  of 
her  beloved  Clara,  to  a  man  who  possessed 
neither  faith  nor  honor.  From  that  mo- 
ment— 

From  that  moment,  repeated  Edmond, 
trembling. 

Mrs.  St  Clare  pointed  to  Malvina, 
ifithout  having  the  power  to  utter  another 
i^ord. 

-  I  understand  you,  said  he,  with  a  look 
-of  the  deepest  despair  and  if  I  lose  her 


1B4  MA&filKte 

he^f^  AB^im  tecovercd  her  mtm^ 
will  die  W  ith  the  idra  tliat  I  w  as  the  ~ 
^her  being  thus  htnsplco  ik^gmm 

^Sliiit  fti|^  .«liK3iL^^w     bm  too 

the  very  idea  of  it,  that  Mis,  Sr. 
was  fearful  that  it  might  tempt  hhti  to 
destroy  himself;  aud  she  thercture,  wui 
tbe  iitmo&t  kinddKCn^  ^itlcavoured  ta 
^r«¥at  htttiiilQid  upoa  tfaii 

iooiisti&l  tubject^  by  Telatuig:i^/limiailA) 
interestiug  particulars  relative  to  Malviflai 
which  drew  ton  uiiU  of  tears  from  Sir  Ed^ 
nroiidj  and  iu  some  meati ure  relieved  liis  ' 
oppressed  heart-    Your  wife  pariicular^y  j 
wished  iiie  tf>^  hav^e  a  tomb-stone  placed 
imlSb^  m4        ^e^i^^  1^tiilii«f^ 
liing.    I  cipposed  it  for  ^omei^Qli^  halj 
finding  that  contrjidiction  only  served  to 
render  the  iltsirc  more  ^tiunii;,  I  was  de- 
termined togratity  her  every  wish*  Slie 
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'  singular  idea  that  she  ought  to  die  every 
night  at  ten  o'clock,  the  fatal  hour  ou 
which  she  received  Mrs.  Fenwick's  letter. 
It  is  at  that  time  that  she  always  goes 
out,  in  that  state  of  insensibility  which 
you  have  witnessed.    Without  seeming 
to  know  me,  she  calls  me  by  my  name 
sometimes  to  accompany  her;  she  then 
goes  into  the  garden,  and  desires  me  to 
leave  her  alone  till  midnight    She  then 
returns  so  melancholy,  and  tells  me  she 
shall  not  die  till  the  next  day,  and  falls 
into  that  cold  insensibility.    I  have  had 
several  physicians;  but  they  gave  me  not 
the  least  hope;  they  should  have  been 
here  again  to-day. 

Edmond  did  not  give  her  time  to 
finish  what  she  was  saying;  but,  starting 
up,  went  to  Malvina's  bed-side;  and, 
falling  on  his  knees,  he  pressed  her  pale 
hand  to  his  lips,  crying,  sweet,  sacred 
victim,   thou  shalt  be  avenged.  The 


I  will  gOb  and  mm 
those  detested  hands, 
her.  I  depart^  Mai' 
the  next  evening,  "j 
thee!  added  he»  in  a 
as  if  imploring,  Oh 
thee  recovered!  Tel 
na,  my  companion, 
Only  one  word,  oi 
Frightful  silence  1  O 
come  of  my  Malvina? 
entreat  in  vain.  Her 
vcr  silent  to  the  en 
niond.  But,  now,  i 
has  not  any  thing 
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^  canst  BO  longer  love  me^  that  this  wretch- 
jcd  being  may  have  the  felicity  of  hearing 
that  soft  voice.  Ah!  how  infinitely 
vould  he  prefer  thy  reproaches,  the  most 

'  ^vere  thou  couldst  utter,  to  this  dreads 

•  ful  inaniniation !  from  which  nothing  can 

.  rescue  thee. 

He  then  quitted  her  hand,  which  fell 
-dirithout  strength.    lie  left  her;  yet,  her 
i^es  could  not  follow  him.    He  contem- 
■  I|rfated  her  with  dis;nay,  oppressed  as  he 
jVas  with  fear,  and  his  own  condemna- 
-tion.    He  withdrew  to  another  part  of 
;  dthe  chamber,  and  resigned  himself  to  the 
;  violent  grief,  which  despair  and  repent- 
xftttce  equally  produced  in  his  heart 

I,  During  this  plaintive  sorrow,  Malvina 
:  4Beemed  as  awakened  from  her  gloomy 
<^atupor.  She  looked  wildly  round  hen 
.  j^he  listened,  and  a  transient  bloom  crossed 
fejier  cl>eeks.    Edmond  beheld  this  emo- 
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Ijtm,  and  aj^^voachcd  her.   She  took  I 

'  It  T8  liim.  He  is  returned.  He 
•becuue  be  caonot  fiad  lae  afpim, 

Certainlyt    Hii  vde«  |^eniHi- IM 
the  shades  of  death ;  for  there  wu 
other  but  his,  that  would  have  touc 
me  like  hia.  But,  do  not  tell  any  one  I 
lie  is  here ;  th^y  must  not  0Si% 
esiiae      Mtmstjge^  vUl  coniet  ) 
%ini  Away  agam.   She  will  force  Jkfili 
away*    It  is  you  only,  who  do  not  1 
to  leave  him.    Come,  and  sit  down, 
a  moment  after,  she  cried^  No,  No!  i 
apparent  terror,  I  cannot    I>o  7011 
Me  IbKlliand  of  iron,  d«tiilifi  i 

Oh!  It  k  Oani'a.  Ohme,  wkmm 
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ber  from  me?  It  is  she,  who  has  placed 
it  there.  Do  you  not  hear  her  voice, 
which  is  no  longer  affectionate  and  soft, 
as  it  used  to  be,  but  terrible  and  threat- 
piing?  It  is  she,  who  continually  re- 
peats, that  the  perfidy  of  Edmond  is  a 
|ust  reward  for  my  deviation  from  my  pro- 
mise. Ah !  it  is  she,  who  has  torn  me 
from  his  heart,  and  placed  another  there. 
She  smiles  at  my  distress;  and,  though  I 
am  humbled  to  the  dust,  and  implore  her 
forgiveness,  she  will  not  condescend  to 
look  at  me. 

Oh!  thou  much  injured  angel!  ex- 
claimed Sir  Edmond,  weeping,  how  much 
ought  you  to  despise  those,  who  have 
made  you  suffer  thus  ? 

Me  hate  him !  said  she,  with  quickness. 
J  see,  very  plain,  that  you  do  not  know 
WMf  or  you  would  be  sure  that  was  impos- 
«ible«  Hear  m^  said  she  in  a  whisper. 


I 


mm  to  coDceail  fiom  him,  tiiatbe  vai 
ciKiK  of  my  deatfi;  for,  pciiia{i^' 
might  afflict  liiili;  and  I  ivlsli,  that 
Etlmoiul  should  alirays  be  happy,  xhoui 
he  may  have  forgot  Iiis  p€>or  Alahini* 
But  I  am  going  to  my  &thar,  who 
aboTCp  and  I  sliall  implore  tiim  to 
Bdinoiid  Oh!  Almighty  Father,  I 
My,  do  not  punish  him ;  but,  if  he  Im 
provoked  thy  anger  against  him,  O!  let 
me  suffer»  instead  of  him,  and  bestovoR 
Mm  «U  the  Mmt^  slu 

pwxIuGQlDCi 

Oh !  thou  angelic  woman !  holy  inno* 
cencc!  exclaimeil  Sir  Effmond;  and  is 
it  thou,  wiio  was  to  meet  with  one,  who 
was  so  great  a  monster  as  to  deceiii&||iceF 

^  Bnt,  do  you  think,  continued  she, 
that  ^^hu2  will  permit  me  to  raise  my 
iroiee  to  my  bearenly  &ther?  She  k 
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ritll  his  angels;  and,  my  Ciara  deserves 
0 one.  But,  when  she  perceives  me 
Msfbre  the  divine  tribunal,  she  ynll  ask 
QCy  what  I  have  done  with  her  child ; 
ody  if  I  approach  her,  she  will  repulse 
lie  with  horror,  demanding  her  Frances. 

At  this  dreadful  idea,  Mai  vina's  strength 
igain  failed ;  her  eyes  rolled ;  and,  clasps 
iig  her  hands,  she  fell  senseless  on  the 
!>ed, 'and  again  enjoyed  some  momenta 
the  sweet  silent  peace  of  the  grave. 


CH0.  ' 


A  FAIKT  GLXUMEn 

I  MUSTn< 
said  Edmond  to  Mrs. 
must  be  fetched  bach 
go,  continued  he;  am 
hope  crosses  my  heart, 
on  the  presence  of  tin 
pears  to  me,  that  the  i 


given  a  fault  in  another,  though  she  can- 
not support  the  idea  of  having  reason  to 
reproach  herself;  and,  froift  the  moment 
in  which  she  imagnied  herself  culpable, 
she  sunk  under  it,  as  her  soul  is  too  pure 
to  wish  to  exist,  when  touched  by  re- 
morse. ;^  ( 

As  soon  as  the  dawn  of  day  appeared, 
Sir  Edniond  got  into  his  carriage ;  and, 
before  noon,  he  reached  Mrs.  Burton's. 
The  sight  of  that  detested  house  made 
him  shudder.  He  went  in,  and  entered 
the  room,  without  being  announced.  He 
found  bis  aunt  at  breakfast,  surrounded 
by  a  brilliant  circle.  On  beholding  £d- 
xnond,  pale,  with  his  hair  dishevelled, 
equipped  in  a  riding-dress,  she  uttered  an 
exclamation  of  surprise.  Little  Frances, 
who  was  mournfully  sitting  by  her,  start- 
ed from  her  seat,  and  tlew  with  rapture 
to  Sir  Edmond.    My  dear  Sir,  said  she, 
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yon  have  been  away  so  long;  btifc^ 
you  will  take  me  back.    I  know 
take  m€  to  oQf  deaf  m^istai 

li«r  vltii  ieiaiDr  Mlb  iMtfm  Ai 
^ff,  you  ihifl  b^otd  your  dear  HM 


by  wliat  right,  Ed  moot},  i 
IA»  IhtttoOr  pak  witji  cage,  do  you 

confided  to  niy  care? 

From  the  right  of  justice  and  bun 
ty,  replied  he,  surveying  her  with 
tempt.    It  was  by  that  you  was  cnt 
cd,  when  your  perfidious  wickedness 
vishcd  that  child  from  my  wife. 

At  this  appeliation  to  Malvina,  aac 
cruelty  which  he  seemed  to  accuse  ] 
Burton  with,  ali  the  company  appe 
embarrassed,  looking  at  each  each  a 
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i¥itli  an  expression  of  inquiry,  as  wishing 
to  gain  information  from  each,  to  cleve-' 
lope  this  extraordinary  scene.  Mrs.  Biir- 
toii,  alarmed  at  having  so  many  wit- 
nesses, fearing  the  reproaches  which  she 
vas  conscious  Sir  Edmond  might  load 
her  witli,  spoke  in  a  more  gentle  tone, 
saying  to  him,  if  you  wish  to  speak  to 
me  upon  business,  I  will  attend  you  to 
my  closet,  where  we  can  explain  ourselves 
better. 

No,  no,  said  Edmond,  with  a  mixture 
of  ragfe  and  detestation,  I  have  nothing 
to  say  privately;  and  I  only  regret,  that 
the  whole  world  is  not  present  also,  that 
I  might  have  the  sweet  satisfaction  of 
exhibiting  you  in  your  native  character. 
The  barbarous  woman,  who  could  so  un- 
feelingly resist  the  pathetic  entreaties  of 
the  most  gentle  of  beings;  and  who 
could,  by  insult,  deceit,  and  malic(^ 
k8 


/ . 
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destroy  the  reason  of  one  oflbe  mostpc 
lect  of  nature  8  works.  Sto|s  oontmufl 
Ifc^  observing  her  intention  of  inteiiuptii 
him.  I  have  not  yet  mentioned  the  sci 
daloiu^  iasinuationsy  which  yoa  ha 
written,  to  satisfy  the  horrid  dewe 
revenge  and  ambition;  and,  without  ti 
least  scruple,  or  compunction,  has  pa 
licly  accused  her  own  nephew,  as  a  p( 
son  who  ought  to  be  suspected,  and  w 
is  disaffected  towards  the  English  govei 
ment;  and  the  measures  of  this  worn 
were  so  well  conceived  and  planned,  th; 
had  it  not  been  for  the  almost  innnedia 
I  must  call  it  interposition  of  Provident 
I  should  have  been  sent  to  the  Indies, 
a  disturber  of  the  public  tranquillit}'. 
perceive,  by  your  consternation,  t! 
j^ou  hoped  thej  would  have  conceal 
your  secret;  and,  without  doubt,  yc 
vile  accomplice.  M  ho  sits  near  you,  Lc 
Waffimi,  believed  so  also.    But  there  i 


'fitiTnl  and  loyal  niiuds;  and,  h£ 
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pily  for  humanity,  there  arc  not  many 
that  resemble  yours. 

Sir  Edniond  had  begun  with  so  much 
energy  and  vehemence,  that  it  M*as  ut- 
terly impossible  to  stop  him;  and,  now, 
it  was  too  late;  every  thing  was  disco- 
vered. Mrs.  Burton,  completely  hum- 
bled, observed  every  one  tremble  at  this 
recital,  and  leave  her  with  horror.  Iler 
reputation  for  possessing  such  greatness 
of  soul,  which  she  had  raised  with  such 
infinite  pains  and  care,  was  demolished  in 
one  moment;  and  her  punfshment  had 
already  commenced. 

Edmond  perceived  it,  and  his  venge- 
ance was  gratified.  He  then  only  thought 
of  his  departure ;  and  taking  Frances  in 
his  arms,  he  placed  her  in  the  carriage, 
and  drove  to  Doctor  Maxwell's,  to  pre- 
vail on  him  to  attend  Malvioa.  He  com^ 
plied,  and  they  instantly  set  out;  and 


employed  all  the  time  in 
eoutiing  m  tlie  st9t#  IblAivnift  imw 
duced  CO,   The  hsmm  maAy  ievi  and 

tlie  clock,  that  faithful  monitor,  was  just 
striking  ten,  when  the  can iage  stopped 
m  the  door.  Mrs,  St.  Clare  hastened  to 
it;  nbe  bad  hem  Ip^timtXy  exj>cctm| 
£ditioii4«   How  is         I^w  Im  ^ 

This  is  the  hour  that  she  goes  into  tbe 
gardeo,  replied  slie.  She  ia  now  there. 

Her  state,  her  healU^  ?  interrupted  he, 
alarmed. 

Mrs.  St.  Clar^  %\^ooY  h&e  liead»  aodg 
sighingi  replied,  §he  i^  just  the  same.  i 


I  wUl  ga  to  her,  said  Edmond.  I  hope, 
no  daager  oaiv  proceed  from  it. 


Alas!  returned  Mrs.  St.  Clare,  \vhat 
do  you  think  there  is  yet  to  fear? 

The  wretched  Edknond  but  too  well  un-' 
derstood  it;  and  he  felt  it  to  despair,  that, 
of  all  the  situations,  the  most  terrible  is 
that,  where  the  extreme  of  one  evil  cau 
only  permilf  us  to  dread  a  worse.  In  this 
disposition,  he  went  into  the  garden.  He 
took  the  same  walk  which  he  had  done 
the  precedhig  evening,  when  he  followed 
Malvina's  steps ;  and  he  was  oppressed  by 
the  sanie  misery,  the  sailie  agonising  sen- 
sations. He  perceived  her  near  a  cypress- 
tree;  she  was  walking;  her  long  white 
robe,  her  hair  wildly  rioting,  her  slow 
pace,  and  her  eyes  bent  on  the  ground. 
-All  that  appertained  to  her,  partook  of  a 
death-like  melancholy,  and  increased  the 
manifest  pity  which  her  situation  inspired. 
The  sound  of  Edmond's  foot-steps  ap- 
peared to  alarm  her^  and  she  seemed  as 


if  iticlined  to  fly.    T>o  not  lie  ftarfiil, 

U  It  youi  icf^lkii  &tii^  with  qniekul^ 
gojDg  towards  hrav  that  she  might  see 

him  plainer-  Oj/ycs,  it  ts  jou^  Iit^ 
poUect,  that  you  said  you  woultl  come 
hack  again,  and  3rcii.JiaT&  dtot  then  dc- 

O !  never,  never,  will  J  deceive  my 
dear  Malvina. 

Ah !  listen  to  me,  said  she,  after  a  mo- 
ment's silence  (in  which  she  seemed  bu- 
ried in  thought),  I  fancied  you  had  been 
here  before.  But,  oh !  how  long,  how 
very  long  it  is  since  then  !  So  long,  and 
yet  I  live.  Here,  every  thing  was  so 
beautiful,  added  she,  extending  her  hand 
towards  the  garden.  There,  I  have  ga- 
thered roses ;  they  were  for  him.  Here  I 
have  listened  to  the  birds  ;  they  sung  for 
him.  Every  where  the  air  I  breathed  was  so 
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pure,  so  like  its  native  heaven,  that,  als  o 
all,  every  thing  '\fas  for  him.  But  he 
flew  from  me,  and  every  thing  is  wither- 
ed. The  flowers  are  all  decayed,  and 
fallen ;  and  the  place  where  they  grew,  if 
forgotten.  . 

But  he  will  return  again,  replied  Ed- 
mond,  pressing  her  gently  to  his  bosom; 
and  then  you  may  gather  roses  for  Jiim, 
again ;  the  birds  will  again  sing,  and  the 
air  will  again  be  soft  and  refreshing. 

No,  no,  interrupted  she,  with  a  con- 
vulsive tremor.  No,  No  ! — never,  never. 
Do  J  ou  see  this  flower,  which  is  at  my 
bosom?  I  gave  it  him  the  evening  be- 
fore his  departure;  but  he  let  it  drop, 
when  he  left  me.  I  snatched  it  from  the 
ground,  and,  ever  since,  I  have  worn  it 
next  my  heart.  Yet,  with  all  my  care, 
it  would  die.  Certainly,  it  is,  because 
k5  ' 


^^A{]pctfi4l^  Only  bow 
lo0t  ito  bloom,  apd  its  CcoJbto^ss^  nWl* 
Ittjl^erj  never  mU  icgaSo.    Ye^  we 
'Hn^  hU  Caj  m£»,  I  hm 

Bfy  gentle^  my  tender  Malvina  most 
Dot  dk-  I  wtll  press  her  spj^  ^^V^  I 
will  sa>  e  l^er  fr9m  deatt|» 


*'^jpj,  no  I  w<^mi}8A  su5^i^^, our  fate; 
and  mine,  is  to  obey  him.  He  4oes  not 
wish  for  Malvina.  He  forces  her  to  her 
grave,  and  she  must  fall  into  it.  Qiight 
I  not  to  die  to-morrow? — Yes^  tb-mor- 
row,  when  the  clock  tells  that  hoifr 
which  brought  the  strangers  letter.  Oh! 
it  had  soipething  in  it,  which  destroys, 
^vbich  l^ilU  by  moments,  continued  sh,^ 
lookilig  steadily  at  Sir  Edmpnd,  with  a 
look  of  deep  and  settled  despai/-.  It  cQn* 
tained  sometjiing  whiAl).  burn3>  ^hjijcjl^. 
vours  here,  and  ttxe^e  (pointing  to  her 


bncl,  mA  kyiiig  her  kand  on  her 
heart)y  It  is  a  fire^  which  seems  for  eves 
burning;  aa  evil^  which  cannot  be  ap« 
peaaed  It  eimstaiitly  gnaws  at  the 
hearty  and  pMveats  me  from  living ;  and„ 
yet,  it  will  not  allow  me  to  die  quick 
enough.  Have  you  seen  those  who  suf- 
fer, and  no  longer  exist?  They  must 
kave  lesembkd  me. 

1^  steppedi;  tiie  dreadful  picture  of 
her  suffering  had  weakened  all  her  facul-* 
ties,  and.  she  sunk,  without  strength,  into 
the  arms  of  her  husband;  who,  pressing 
the  inanimate  body  to  his  bosom,  riretec^ 
his  lips  to  those;  which  were  once  so 
hiDciming;  but,  now,  how  cold !  how 
pale!  and  those  tiyes,  which  formerly 
teamed  widi  tenderness  and  love,  ara 
Mvr  almost  extinguished ;  hep  whole  fortm 
WW  cold  as  deatii.  He  called  Malvinaj^ 
hit  dear  Malvina;  but  Mcdvina  did  not 
Mply.   He  felt  solitary  add  alone  in  th« 


VTond  all  expressioB  wTCtchedf  is^ 
Considered  him$elf  tbe  Cftose  0f  1 
death.    He  no  longer  thooglit  of  kIm 

Mtlvina,  vfaoa  fifl 
M  be  detmnM  iwlip^Miv^  1^ 

Mrs.  St  Clare  being  extremely  one 
at  his  staying  so  late,  went  into  the  g 
den,  ^l6ilredb^DiM^orMl^^  H 
ilitqi  him  on  his  knees,  supporting  hi 
wilf  Igainst  a  tree,  with  Malvina  fold 
^iiis  arms;  anxious  and  fearfully  coui 
log  the  weak  throbbing  of  her  heart. 

'  On  observing  the  Doctor  advanck 
lit  Ollled  to  him  without  changing  j 
posture.  Doctor,  this  is  my  wife,  tl 
h  my  Malvina— you  m\ist  save  her— y 
must  I  Oh,  pray  answer  me  ?  Do  i 
grili^na  that  she  cannot  live— I  cann< 
3|^ot  support  it*  I  cannot  siqpport  t 


Mea  cff  losing  my  alt  of  happiness^  my 
Malvina !  Do  you  hear  me  Doctor  ?  do 
you  Mrs.  St,  Clare?  Oli !  I  cannot  lose 
her.  He  then  shed  a  few  of  those  cor- 
roding tears,  which  are  sometimes  granted; 
thoikgfa  sparingly  tb  relieve  us  from  de- 
spair. 

' .  The  Doctor  having  felt  Malvinats  arm, 
desired  she  might  be  taken  into  the  house, 
telling  Sir  Edmond,  that  his  keeping  her 
in  the  cold  was  very  injurious. 

It  was  not  with  such  neglect  as  this 
tliat  you  was  once  attended  and  preserved. 
Edmond  was  silent.  He  raised  Malvina, 
aod  carried  her  in  his  arms  to  her  bed ; 
jU9.d  the  Doctor  following,  examined  her 
more  attentively.  After  a  moment> 
pause,  the  disorder  is  worst  in  the  head, 
said  he.  Ah !  Doctor,  replied  Sir  Edmond, 
teU  me,  may  she  not  be  saved^ 


Saved!  be  repeal 
with  a  Mgmficaat. 
Uljt^  wlijyaU  you  QM! 
mat  ^mr^M 


ha.  4 

Oikl  Boetti^  hi 


We  imisfeinMl 

£rst  see,  and  nolp 
They  are  now  pre 
see  what  eSkct  ti 


You  have  knon 
deif  Doctor^  yw^ 
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give  me  back  my  Malvina,?   And  in  the 
tumuljt  of  his  joy  he  claspt  hi&  hands,  he 
went  out^  then  returned,  issued  a  thou.saiid 
orders  at  once,  and  as  if  he  thought  they 
would  not  be  executed  as  quick  as  he 
iKifibed  thtjn,  he  went  to  assist  himself  in 
tbeir  execution.    He  desired  every  one 
to  be  q^uick ;  then  shook  hands  with  all 
tbiose  he  met,  without  distinction  of  per- 
flpms.    She  may  be  saved,  he  exclaimed 
to  all  those  who  came  near  him.  She 
may  be  recovered,  the  Doctor  hopes,  and 
9jSisures  me  of  it    Ah !  my  friends,  a^^ist 
7j)fi  in  recovering,  in  saving  Malvina. 
She  is  my  felicity,  my  life,  my  joy !  I 
cannot  exist  without  her ;  but  who  indeed 
here  could  survive  her  Loss?   Is  it  not 
tfom,  her  that  all.  your  pleasures  arise? 
That  generous  and.  compassionate  mind 
was  ever  the  friend  of  all  the  unhappy. 
Never  did  she  permit  her  own  sorrows  to 
render  her  forgetful  of  others ;  and  sup- 
jjrqssipg  bei:  pwn^  did.     not  constantly 


.  Here  another^s  miseiy.  And  it  is  1, 1 
bariatt  as  I  am,  Yhat  have  reduced  be 
this  situation  1  And  what  have  t  gain 
When  for  that  love  which  was  bcjyon^ 
price,  m J  vidoiis  mgiatitiule^dto^ 

'der.    Eveiy  one  must  vieir  m^  as  I 

itiysclf,  and  consirlcr  me  as  the  n 
gfuilty  of  men-  So  iiiiwortliy  as  I  an 
forgiveness,  yet  if  my  angelic  Malv 
ahould  Kgpxn  hi^  JWttSaii^  I  majf  b 
*fiirf«dMi  i»I  have  nu  %49nht  of 
mercy ;  and  you  will  theii  witness  t 
her  gentle  nature  is  more  reatly  to  i 
give,  than  I  can  be  to  ask  it-  Oh  !  JJ 
vina,  while  there  remains  so  much  gc 
fbr  yomto  ]^es^m  m  mSk  thy  ali- 
'#wtl&ttale  bes^t  mtr  wish  to  te^ 
me  before  I  have  expiated  the  lefuo 
wtiid)  averwhdim  my  gmlty  mind, 

'  Wstity  person  uept  as  tliey  heard  hi 
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nionmfully  accusing  himself.  The  good 
Tonikins,  who  had  nourished  Malvina 
•with  her  milk,  and  Old  Peter,  who  had 
abandoned  his  friends  and  native  land  to 
follow  her,  expressed  the  deep  source  of 
their  grief  l)y  that  silence,  which  the  heart 
of  sensibility  will  term  eloquence;  for  it 
\y\11  understand  its  full  force,  though  ex- 
pressed by  the  humble  children  of  nature. 

,  Mrs.  St  Clare,  the  kiiid,  the  affection- 
ate, the  disinterested  Mrs.  St  Clare,  who 
iras  astonished  to  meet  with  oiie  woman, 
in  whom  every  virtue  was  united,  loved 
her,  tiptfderly  loved  her,  even  more*  than 
the  admired  her.  The  Doctor  also  re- 
membered the  affecting  situation  in 
which  he  first  beheld  her,  and  this  ren- 
dered her  present  situation  still  more 
touching.  Indeed,  all  those  who  had 
ever  known  her,  joined  their  tears  with 
Edmond's.  These  eloquent  tears  de- 
clared her  intilnsic  worth;  and  never  wa^ 


thcte  a  mora^tmcera  ami  pathctk  paM 
gyric^  or,  moK  pcnrcrful  oratkm,  sa 
ixranded,  by  .aU      poaip  of.  a  thraoe,  i 
tha  api^iiMi  of  the  nultitade.  N 
could  a4y  |i€Wig  pa  earth  be  iB<xre  deviti 
than  shq  wm  im  thia  aadnded  retread  1 
th«  uaa^imoas  t«an  toil  licoedictb 
nchicfa  .exalted,  th^  ainnplc  Malvina.  Oi 
virtue  and  piety^  such  is  thy  power;  ai 
though  pride  may  endeavour,  by  eve 
ineans^  to  elevate  itself  above  mortalit 
yet  thy  mpertor  eudowmeats  will  rise 
the  hig)iest,  the  most  exalted  atate«  A 
beaeath  thy  unmortal  ray,  its  &int  glii 
mering-  will  be  extinguished ;  and  af 
having  sparkled  a  momeat,  it  will  t 
away^  while  both  it  and  ita  superb  mor 
laents  will  be  buried  ia  tlie  dust  I 
viiitiie  aqd  piety,  pure  and  eternal  as  t 
Bcivg  who  ereated  theia^  will  exist  i 
ever  in  tfartighest  Heavea. 
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CHAP  XII. 


tnc  EFFECT  OF  If^SXC. 

XhE  next  erening  at  tbe  usual 
hoxat  llalvuia  was  preparing  to  go  into 
the  garden  c  the  doctor  desired  they  wouU 
•toy  the  effect  of  some  soft  music  in  her 
firesence.  Mrs.  St  Clare  just  touched  a 
furelttde  on  her  orgjao.  Malvina  shud- 
dered and  turned  her  head;  she. then  apr* 
peared  to  listen  with  attention.  The 
nelody  ceased;  she  then  fell  into  her 
usual  reverie,  and  went  forward* 


tl9  •  ttALVtUt^ 

I  could  wish  may  one  to  sng  an 
which  she  was  particularly  partial 
siM  Doctor  Maxwell 

£dmond  advanced. 

It  must  not  be  you,  just  ye^  co 
skixed  he.   She  mujit  not  hear  3*onr  vc 

until  she  is  in  a  state  to  recollect  it. 
me  first  present  Frauces  to  her.  We  n 
not  exhaust  all  our  resources.  If  we  h 
to  succeed,  we  must  be  sparing  of  tli 

While  they  were  speaking,  Mrs. 
Clare  took  her  harp;  and,  conceal 
herself  behind  tlie  windoM'-curt 
touched  some  of  the  chords.  Their 
bration  arrested  Malviua  a  second  ti 
Mrs.  St  Clare,  on  perceiving  it,  co 
mucd  it;  and,  after  playing  some  si 
plaintive  melodies,  she  sung  some  woi 
which  Malvina  had  composed  a  few  d 
previous  to  Mrs.  Burton  s  arrival 


Ul  the  time  Mrs.  St  Clare  was  siDg*- 
,  Malvina's  attention  was  entirely  ar- 
;cd  by  it.  She  only  looked  round,  to 
erve  from  whence  the  voice  proceed- 
When  it  passed,  she  appeared  to  be 
Lsidering;  and,  after  a  little  time,  she 
1,  with  an  air  of  surprise,  that  was  not 
;  raising  her  hand  to  her  forehead,  as 
o  recollect  herself;  and  they  observed 
!  efforts  she  made,  to  recal  her  tran-» 
lit  and  fleeting  memory. 

Bdniond,  in  silence,  with  his  eyes 
ed  upon  her,  followed  all  her  motions; 
iting,  with  painful  anxiety,  to  gain 
B  ray  of  hope,  which  might  forward 
J  point  in  view,  and  bring  relief  to  his 
pressed  heart.  Yet,  Malvina  seemed 
ix  occupied  by  his  idea.  She  walked  a 
V  paces,  with  her  eyes  bent  on  the 
annd,  apparently  in  reflection,  when 
3  suddenly  interrupted  the  silence 
kich  rgign«(l^  by  saying,  ,tbat  certainly 


tT  i*  Jint  me.  And  why  «as  it  not  iSef 
Antl  «li?P,  as  if  affected  by  some  net 
idea,  &lie  raised  her  voioe^  and  began  ta 
^      mm  tir  WUch  Un,  Sl  Om^ 

Her  expression  had  aomettiing  in  t^  so 
vtty  tOBchtng        jHaintivc,  that  fli^ 
4991^1^  l^HMin^^St  tears.   Yet,  at  the 
Mine  t!iiie^  bgr  miBiSiltmi^im*  m0  *ui 
tender,  that  it  peBCCnted  the  veryaoul. 
It  dtew  the  attentiM  ef  etoy  person  in 
in  the  house.    They  all  ran,  to  listen «» 
her,  suiprised,  and  enchanted  ;  and,  little 
j^anon^  Hlflliliiif  hertelf  of  this  oppoitn- 
aity,  tieaped  fmit  het  diK^btt;  ani 
pmamtg  mi  tip-fcoeto  tktf  |||iAift  <gMi  | 
she  heard  the  sounds,  and  knowing  them 
to  be  Jfalvina's,  she  rushed  into  tht 
room ;  and,  falling  it  her  feet,  she  cried, 
mama,  my  dear,  itcu  mama,   have  Ij 


At  this  voice,  Malvina  trembled,  and 
ihrieked.    Then,  s&atchiag  the  child  in 
hcramii,  and  contemplating  her  for  some 
time  with  a  mixture  of  surprise  and  joy, 
ahe  at  lastexdaimed,  the  barbarians  have 
not  then  killed  thee,  my  cherub.  Yes ! 
it  is  thou.    Yes!  I  do  know  thee.  The 
sweet  cliild  of  my  CUra  yet  lives.    Ah ! 
continued  she,  pressing  her  to  her  bo- 
nm,  >  I  can  now  breathe  at  my  ease.  I 
can  >  now  die  in  peace.    I  can  meet  Cla- 
ra,* and  she  will  not  ask  me  for  you  any 
more  in  an  angry  voice,  saying,  what 
have  3rou  done  witli  my  child  ? 

•  Frances  kissed  her;  and,  clasping  her 
aim  round  her,  O!  mama,  said  she, 
wky  are  you  so  pale  ?  Wliy  do  you  look 
at  me  so?  Is  it,  because  you  are  angiy 
with  me?  or,  do  you  no  longer  love 
i^UT  little  Frances?  Oh!  mama,  dear 
mama,,  why  do  you  kiot  kiss  me  as  you 
used  to  do? 


^vety  body  cn  recollect  vfaat  tliey  tue^ 
to  4^;  it  U  oaly  I»  who  cannot  thjoLgf 
H»    There  is  fionething  here  (pomtiiig^tD 

Infant  a,  why  do  you  speak  by  yourself^ 
What  Li  the  matter?  Uo  you  kuoKtlut 
those  wicked  people^   who  cajrrieil  m 

^way,  told fit«.t|iii^  fm  iii^&mA^mt^^iB 
)db  M  mif  1kBt  fhkm.h^  cmd  fit 
mj^  But  I  wouiti:4idi:iiii0i^^ 

rna,  I  told  them,  that  they  w€K  ven 
AVitked*  and  j^rcat  story-tellers,  wlm 
wished  to  kill  us  both.  But,  my  dear 
flfSUHa,  wliy  do  you  not.  ipeiAi^  «ie? 

9 

On  uttering  this,  the  aftectionate  hfart 
iVanca^  wm  almost  sufibcated|  ajsd 
;$n&  bttint  into  tsm^ 
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Though  Doctor  Maxwell  was  uneasy  at 
Fnnces  so  abruptly  appearing  without 
Us  order,  as  he  was  conscious  Malvina 
wta  too  weak  to  support  any  long  or  pain- 
ful emotkms,  yet  he  determined  to  take 
that  opportunity  of  making  a  few  at- 
tempts; andy  going  to  Malvina,  he  said, 
Jim  used  to  be  so  good  once,  that  you 
never  afflicted  any  one.  But,  now,  you 
make  your  child,  the  child  of  your  Clara, 
cry. 

I  do  not  wfeh  to  give  pain  to  any  one, 
said  Malvina^  looking  at  him  with  sur- 
pHse.  I  am  sure,  I  do  not  wish  to  make 
the  dear  child  of  my  CUffa  cry.  But, 
what  can  I  do  for  her,  n6w?  You  per- 
ceive, that  I  cannot  any  longer  think. 
I  do  not  know  any  thing.  They  hjive 
destroyed  them  alU 

Since  you  have  been  thus,  do  you  re- 

TOI-  IV*       '       I,  ' 


mflmber  mh^  wqt  tibif  mxm     Ll|ll  4Si 

Oh  !  it  is  so  veryif|(f^  a  time,  such  j 
great  while  ago,  she  replied  (pointiDg  be 
hind  her).  I  was  so  happy>  enjoyiag  m] 
Jife  in  peaces  wken  I  was  meblqr  m^wam 

lJ)sv«|iinMi]tg>ioft  ^ImMU:  it^ 

At  these  wordsj  Edmond  advanced  ^ 
ttep;  hut  a  look  from  the  doctor  mad^ 
li|DV4eep  his  station;  and « jH^omifiQiif^ 
inlfe[i.t|c  hope  of  ,f€yallwgtBjiftt|ji<|T^ 

son,  m^mm  &m^m  te^  bi^iKtM 

'WM  not  m  a  state  to,9ii{^r^ It;  Where  an 
you  going?  paid  he^  seeing  l)efiift|eiiU(M 
of  prQcmUi^  ta  Ute^gfM^eji  J 

"ll  die>  Bhe,  mwmii^m  Mfi%S^m 

imy  w^  litis  is  llie  ti0iif;  ' 
You  deceive  ;oiiza«lf,  filnjjj||rgi» 


*ALVINA. 

ry,  th'iB  IS  the  day  on  which  he  is  to  re- 
turn.   You  will  find  him  there. 

'  He  returned !  Shall  I  find  him  there? 
replied  she,  trembling. 

Yes !  there  is  no  longer  a  tomb  there ; 
yoix'  ought  not  to  wish  to  di^  since  you 
are  going  to  see  him.  The  wicked  per- 
srnis  have  brought  -back  both  your  child 
and  your  husband  Both  are  now  re- 
turned to  you ;  here  is  Frances  with  you, 
and  Edmond  is  in  the  garden,  near  the 
tomb,  where  he  expects  you. 

Expects  me!  Edmond  expects  me! 
she  exclaimed,  clasping  her  hands.  Do 
»ot  deceive  me ;  for  that  would  only  in- 
crease the  evil, 

I  do  not  deceive  you.    Go,  and  con. 


▼crfin, 

tipn,  I 
Mn.  St 
the  get 
doctor's 
den.  S 
shall  alw 
wish  Ed 
he  was  j 
brought  i 

I  can  f 
heart  retr 
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as  an  empty  sound.  But,  you  have  still 
tliat  sensation,  which  allowed  you  to  re- 
member, that  your  lover  was  ill,  and 
near  dying,  and  ^t  I  had  saved  him. 

Yes!  yes!  interrupted  she,  speaking 
to  herself;  he  has  reason  to  think  so. 
Once,  Edmond  was  near  deatli.  I  wept 
•  liy  the  side  of  his  bed.  But,  when  Doc- 
tor Maxwell  came,  I  was  comforted.  He 
soothed  me,  and  bade  me  dry  my  tdirs  ; 
and  I  wept  no  more.  How  was  it  possi- 
ble, I  could  cease  to  remember  all  that? 
But  you,  continued  she,  surveying  the 
doctor,  how  did  you  know  it  ? 

Doctor  Maxwell,  who  the  moment  be- 
fore had  flattered  himself  that  she  had  re- 
collected him,  though  it  was  only  a  faint 
glimmering  of  reason,  the  pain  he  expe- 
rienced in  lieing  disappointed  in  this 
pleasing  hope,  discouraged  him  extreme* 


,  jttS    .  .  XAX.Vll)Ji. 

^  .  Yon  do  not  tbep  knov  me?  nidlM 

f.         .JBOIirDflllly.  :T  . 


I  Me!  No!    How  Ahould  I  know  jroi 

You  know,  very  wel]»  that,  since  G 
^'s  defith,  «nd  EdmoncI  s  leaving  mc, 
r        ]^re  never  known  >ai)y  tbii^  iwt.  wnqi 

:i!        .  At  this  in8tanl>-  her  «ttaDti<m  .«wi 

.xcfited  by  the  distant  sound  of  a  flul 
^'  and  her  pale  cheeks  were  instantly  tiog< 
with  a  brilliant  and  burnings  bloom,  h 
heart  throbbed  with  such  violence,  tb 
it  was  perceived  tlirough  her  robe;  b 
limbs  trembled^  and  her  agitation  was 
great,  that  it  was  with  the  utmost  dif 
culty  she  supported  herself. 

The  doctor  was  rather  alarmed,  and  b 
gan  to  repent  of  having  called  up  tc 
many  contending  emotions  at  once,  fii 
was  no  recalling  what  was  done 
you  not  hear,  said  Malvina-  in  a  lov 
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and  tremulous  voice,  that  delightful  Jiar* 
niony?  It  isEdmond,  whoptays  it.  It 
floNvs  from  the  same  instrument  that  he 

4 

used,  when  I  beheld  liim  for  the  first 
time.     Oh!   I  beg  that  you  will  not 
speak,   said  she,  observing  the  doctor 
was  going  to  answer.    Do  not,  I  entreat 
yAu,  permit  any  thing  to  interrupt,  or 
"'  mix  with  those  harmonious  sounds.  If 
'^^ou  we^e  but  sensible  of  what  infinite  scr- 
*^Ice 'thtyare  to  me,  how  much  they'fe- 
^*ffiesh  my  nerves,  calm  my  mind,  and  sof- 
"Vdn'tfty  heart  ! 

'  Iftf  sp^akiiifgi'  she  went  forward,  till 
'6he'  'feAfriCfd '  the '  Entrance  of  the  shrub- 
b'^fy.  Tli^h,'  suddferiiy  stopping,  she  said, 
I  dare  not  enter  it.'  'No  !  I  (tare  not  en- 
ter it.  If  I  go  in  there,  I  shall  not  find 
-him;  for  it  was' the  fcelestial  spirit,  which 
iClara  has  sent  to  fetch  me  to  her;  and 
t'hat  waits  for  me  at  my  grave.  Oh! 
Clara,  I  much  wish  tb  be  with  you.  Biit, 


•''ii'tation 

tliat  6l 
'^'^e  heard 
I'.er  vay  - 
fiircs  a  trail 
■■i>i)t'art'd  ; 
seemed  ciiai 

f witj-ance 
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meridian  in  the  wide  ethereal  vaulti  and 
enh'ghtened  every  object  with  her  soft 
and  pensive  rays.  Edmond  had  ceased 
his  song.  Malvina  advanced  one  step 
towards  the  wood.  Edmond  came  for* 
ward.  She  saw,  and  knew  him,  exclaim- 
ing, as  she  threw  herself  into  his  arms. 
Oh !  it  is  him !  It  is  my  Edmond  1  My 
^es  have  not  deceived  me,  and  my  Ed- 
mond is  returned!  Blessed,  for  ever 
blessed,  be  thou,  adored  being !  Thou 
hast  then  returned  to  thy  poor  Malvina! 
Ah !  do  not  leave  her  again !  never  leave 
her!  And,  now,  let  me  press  thee  to 
my  heart;  for  its  last  throb  will  be  thine. 

She  then  seemed  suddenly  to  lose  her 
strength ;  her  voice  iaultered ;  and  she 
sunk,  from  the  arms  of  Edmond,  \vithout 
sense  or  motion. 


L5 


sarocExcE  at  last 


MaLVINA!  exclaimed 


 ^  *  ^  A.-.  ^ :  exclaimed 

»ond.  terrified.    My  beloved  Malvi 
waslonlyto  behold  thy  return 
««oB.  and  then  to  lose  thee  so  quid 

I>onot  be  alarmed,  said  the  doct 

!JSr^  ^  *°  ^^^b  he  vail 

«^u«d  to  hide;  after  such  viok 

require,  some  lepose. 

only  a  diowsy  fit 
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Mai  Vina  being  taken  into  tlie  house, 
\^as  put  to  bed:  and  her  repose  seemed 
'i^e^p  and  tranquil. 

Edmond,  who  was  miich  distressed  by 
the  doctor's  visible  anxiety,  attempted  ta 
read  in  his  eyes  if  this  lethargy  was  a  fa* 
vonrable  symptom.  But  lie  avoided  his 
looks,  and  When  questioned,  evaded  giving 
a  ^eterpinjate  answer ;  only  desiring  that 
she  mi^h't  be  l^ept  as  quiet  as  possible. 
TOe  doctor  seated  himself  by  the  bed  side, 
frequently  feeling  her  pulse,  and  waiting 
in  ,a  tormenting  state  of  suspense,  the 
hioment  when  her  jucid  orbs,  by  unclos- 
ing, ^otild'  relieve  it. .  She  continued  in 
'the  s^^me  situation  during  that  night|  and 
great  part  ot"  the  following  day. 

"jTowards  the  close  of  it,  Edmond  hav- 
ing l^tke  room  for  a  moment,  the  doc- 
tor, ttirhing  to  Mrs.  St  CUrie,  said,  the 
crisb  is  approaching,  this  is  about  the 


torfii 

Mn 
«hehe 
«ppean 

saying, 
when  I  < 
muc} 
JJot  cono 
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Ob !  my  friend,  he  exclaimed^  turning 
pale,  explain  yourself ;  for  this  silence  is 
xnor«  dreadful  than  all  I  can  know. 

Do  not  speak  quite  so  loud,  interrupted 
the  doctor,  in  order  to  prevent  Mrs.  St 
Clare's  distress  by  answering.  The  least 
noise  may  awaken  our  patient  from  a 
pose  which  is  so  necessary  for  her ;  you 
had  better  seat  yourself  behind  the  cur- 
tains, for  should  she  awake  suddenly,  it 
might  prove  of  the  most  dangerous  con- 
sequence if  she  saw  you. 

Edmond  obeyed;  and  each  kept  the 
most  profound  and  mournful  syencCi 
listening  to  Malvina's  respiration,  which 
became  quicker  every  instant. 

In  a  little  time  after,  her  countenance 
was  tinged  with  a  bloom  of  warmth,  she 
began  to  move,  and  articulated  some 
words  in  a  low  voicci 


>'Tb6'dib6lor  believing  Sir  Edinond 

Clare,  and  whispered  all  is  over,  Jil» 

Cod !  all  is  lost,  rej»eafed  Edmos^ 
^fi  terror,  yfhb  was  in  too  mucli  'lnii^ 
hot  tb  iratdi  til  tli«  'iktihiit^s  vbhb  ul 

At  this  exclamation,  which  sorrow  had 
involuntarily  excited,  Malvina  awakened, 
and  starting,  what  was  it  that  I  heard  ? 
said  she,  whose  voice  was  that  ?  I  thought 
it  was'^like  Edmond  s,  but  no :  if  it  had, 
he  would  have  answered  me. 

At  this  tender  reproach,  neither  the 
signs  which  the  doctor  made,  or  the  dan- 
ger of  a  sudden  emotion,  could  deter  tlie 
violence  of  Edmond's  feelings,  from  for- 
c\u^  huu  involuntary  to  rush  to  the  bed 


mie^i  imd  4aXlmg  on  hhia^eeB^  -he  teitci 
t/lMi  jMte  (land  wlitdh  huiig  HeaMy  IH^ess^ 
«^kih  he  bathed  with  a  dduge  of  tearsi 

%i^t)ut  t?he't)OM^r<tf«itterki|^a'sentenc«i  - 

^    •  ■     ;      .... ...... 

At  this  sight,  Malvina  seemed.to  coUeet 
all  her  strength,  and  raising  herself  up  in 
her  bed,  she  clasped  both  his  hands  in 
tier's,  and  pressing  them  gentl  j,  it  is  him, 
said  she,  it  is  him  indeed !  I  behold  him ! 
He  still  loves  me !  Heaven,  always  mer- 
ciful, would  not  let  me  die  in  despair. 

If  I  love  you  yet?  replied  he,  with 
energy.  Ah  !  do  not,  do  not  ibr  a  mo'* 
ment  think  I  have  ever  ceased  to  love 
you.  I  cannot  support  such  a  dreadful 
insinuation.  O  thou  most  beloved  of 
women,  who  hath  ever  been  the  object  of 
my  idolatry.  Th^  pure  image  1ms  ever 
reigned  alone  in  my  heart,  and  no  othef 
could  for  a  moment  ever  have  disputed 
thy  love  there.   Oh  Malvina !  I  conjure 


fpntsfy  we  hxrt  both  been  d^odi 
Ifm  St  Clarr  wiU  in^briii  jmiT  «l 
yam  atmigih  wiU  pcnuit  yoa  toior 


IjfaaTC  MO  oocasioii  to  be  wo^tM 
vith  it,  lbs.  St.  Clare,  I  have  bdi 
bis  tews,  anft  tl»ey  tell  me  eiery  tim 
Oh!  EdiQond^  said  she,  falliDg  back 
iMf  pillow^  Uy  yciur  hand  upon  mj  hea 
«Qd       i«^  t^^      ^  I  u 

It  wilt  be  better  if  jou  would  retir 
Sr  Edinopd,  simmI       doctor,  serious 
abraaoiit  I  b^  ttol^  fMi 
GonveytioQ  may  entirety  exbaust  li< 
strength. 

.  Oh !  doctor,  said  MalviBa,  in  a  weal 
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and  scarcely  audible  voice,  feebly  extend- 
ing her  hand  to  her  husbandj*  do  not 
send  him  away.  I  have  so  little  time  to 
stay :  if  he  goes  out^  I  shall  never  see 
him  again. 

The  doctor  acquiesced  in  her  wish,  for 
it  was  impossible  to  do  otherwise,  when 
it  was  to  soothe  and  sweeten  the  last  mo* 
ments  of  a  life,  which  it  was  not  in  his 
power  to  prolong. 

Edmond  in  despair^  on  hearing  what 
.Malvina  had  uttered,  no  longer  wept» 
and  to  think  was  madness.  He  continued 
upon  his  knees,  with  his  lips  rivetted  to 
the  almost  inanimate  hand  of  his  wife : 
while  Mrs.  St.  Clare  supported  her  on 
the  other  side  in  bed,  with  her  heart  tor- 
tared  and  agonised/  and  her  eyes  loathed 
in  tears. 

After  a  short  pause,  Malvina  looking 


Mr  her  firirat!  wfrti  the  iitttfBi 

Midt  my  rfcar  Mm,  Sfc 

tliat  fny  Fraaces  is  retumeil?  \fl 
not  bcrn  dtccived  by  a  liream,  I  thii 
have  seen  hen    Let  Jier  come  lo 
ijiat  I  may  cmUrsice  her  oticc  uiore^  be 


Kfrs.  St.  Clare  went  for  Irer,  She18 
her  hst  u^ep  in  trer  Iktle  Lctl.  I 
unlbrtunate  child,  saiel  slie,  tnv  iViO' 
*hoii  art  asleep.  M«. 

'sweet  tranquil  ^aae,  to  AeHhi^rirlttWI 
/scene  she  had-^Jutit 'feFt,  rfonwer 
'took  her  lip,  and  di'^?ng  her  half  aslt 
'she  carried  her  to  ticr  fiaptfeer,  aail  1 
'her  oii  Malvina's  bed.'  ^  ^ 

•  and  appeared  greatly  affected ;  then 
her  hands  towards  her,  she  said,  p( 
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peaceful  sleep  1    It  was  thuis  that  thou 
slept,  when  thy  mother  was  taken .  from 
,  us.    Oh !  may  heavcp  grant,  ,that  every 
-  eyil  may  pas^  as  lightly,  without  thy  fac- 
ing sensible  of  it !    Thou  sleepiest,  Frat- 
ces.    I  also,  shall  soon  sleep.    But,  he- 
fore  I  do,  receive  my  sincere  regret,  that 
,  I  have  not  lived  for  thy  sake ;  and  my 
.  fervent  repentance,  for  having  a  moment 
; forgot  thee;  my  Qiost  af&ctionate  love 
/and  blessing,  and  my  last  adieu.  My 
.  Edmond !  I  leave  her  to  thee  as  a  legacy. 
Thou  wilt  be  watchful  of  her  happine^fi. 
:  We  shall  both  be  on  hi^h ;  and  that  God, 
whom  we  shall  both  know,  will  bless  you 
for  all  the  attention  which  you  may  be* 
jBtow  upon  her.    Her  education  I  will 
confide  to  the  care  of  my  dear  Mrs.  St. 
Clare.    It  was  to  have  bet n  the  amuse* 
ment  of  my  life;  and  it  would  have  been 
a  delightful  one  to  me.    I  have^  there* 
fore,  nothing  more  precious  to  beqi^eath 
•to  .you,  for  alt  the  kind^  affiectibnate  Bt- 


Htnitloiu  I  have  invarnblj  leccived  bm 
jtm.  If  Mr.  FHinr-«iU  iim^  in  0w  viA 
you,  it  wUI  graHiy  ak^aiMh.  Vlam, 

tliat  he  will  grieve  for  me.    But,  if  tb  * 
hope  of  being  serviceable  to  Franctt  ii 
not  Kutliclent  to  reconcile  him  to  nj 
Ims.  when  I  am  no  more ;  tell  Imo,  tint 
19^  inatt  alMinilitsely  temeathtsti 
'^flM  dying.    Will  my  beloved  Ma  & 
Clare  also  be  particularly    carefal  to 
teach  my  Frances  never  to  sacrifice  duty 
to  love  ?   You,  who  have  so  faitlituUy 
•^^^cnnecf*  yoars,  in  §»  tniigalar  an  'H^ 

Ah!  Malvina,  what  hast  thou  said- 
exclaimed  Eduioud.  In  such  a  momcut, 
fi  aimihr  leflcetkm  fe«#Mllfkl  repmiidt^ 
t  I  til-    ri    t  r  ♦  J    •  ^  i 

If  it  is  one,  my  Edmonds  paidon  thy 
Malvioaj  who  would  not  wish  to  afBict 
the&  Jkii^  «r%  4twiiliX  icp9^ 
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who* formed  all  the  felicity  of  my  life, 
and  all  which  the  world  can  offer?  Thou» 
who  at  this  moment  surrounds  me  with 
thy  love,  and  whose  regrets  will  follow 
me  to  the  tomb. 

Ohl  Malvina,  do  not  speak  thus.  Tliy 
kind  words  pierce  my  heart;  and,  when 
I  am  going  to  lose  thee  from  my  own 
fault;  the  excess  even  of  thy  hatred 
would  be  less  agonising  than  the  expres- 
sions of  thy  love.  I  have  deserved  it,  he 
continued,  in  the  most  distressing  man- 
ner, and  voice.  Is  it  not  my  vile  ingra* 
titude,  which  has  embittered  thy  life? 
Is  it  not  I,  who  am  sending  thee  to  thy 
grave? 

O!  stop,  my  Edmond,  stop.  O!  save 
me  from  the  idea  of  thy  despair.  No  1 
Thou  wast  not  guilty,  since  thou  didst 
not  forget  me.  And  1  am  no  longer  un- 
happy,, since  I  have  been  beloved  I  caa 


ass  MlvfinA. 

dtep  without  remorse.  Oh  !  Edmond,, 
y6U  kiiew  the  tranquillity  of  sout  I  ni 
plMess^  calm  and  sa^ene  as  Nal^r^yj 
e&iit  ef  day.  Atl-povtfftil  Ct^^pM 
filled  abc^  ch^i^g  her  hinds,  and  m 
Tating  them  over  her  htiaband, '  proti 
hift  life,  and  graciotisly  grant  that  it  M 
be  exempt  from  the  sorrows  whicTi  ha 
oppressed  miu^^  and  that  hm  last  hoi 
im/  bc  ashappy  3#S3irf^^  ' 

was  silent^  her  speech  lailitig  lioi 

tlie  energy  \vit]i  vvliich  she  expxesied  he 
5clf  ill  tlji^  aillxting  prayer  occasioned 
iecblenes&f  which  continued  some  hour 

Tift  ittfibuiehfify^  tiia  difteswd  M 

inond  fixed  his  eyes  on  the  couiitcnanc 
of  his  helovedj  his  dying  Malvina,  H 
\iM3  silent;  his  impetuosity  was  extin 
guished;  his  agonised  heartfelt  the  ex 
ten^of  the  misery  he  should  endure^  wha 


yidet  existence  /desirable^  A  settled  de- 
ftair.  arrested  all  the  powers  of  his  mind, 
fixed  its  residence  in  his  soul.  He  no 
inger  inquired  her  situation.  He  had 
pthing  more  to  say.  He  appeared  as  if 
eprived  of  articulation  and  motion « 
.h  !  who  can  ever'  express  real  grief  by 
ords? — Impossible)  when  it  proceeds 
-om  that  deep  and  settled  sorrow,,  which 
lomentarily  at^d  silently  corrodes  and 
ndermines  the  powers  of  life,  till  ,  it  de- 
:roys  them ;  and  tl^is  misery  accumulates 
i^ch  instant,  as.  if  wishing  to  burst  the 
eart,  that  it  might  fly  from  its  distresses. 
Q:  such  a  moment^  one  tear,  only  one 
3iur,,. would  be  a  relief  to  our  ini^eiy. 

While  all  were  endeavouring  to  assist 
i|alvina,  each  person  expressed  in  their 
ount^nance  the  sorrow  and  glopm  which 
ppressed  them.  The  doctor's  cdunte-  . 
lance  pourtrayed  not  even  a  ray  of  kope. 
oon  would  that  amiable  being  be  no  . 
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more.  The  icy  hand  of  dektfi'iras^ 
to  chill  that  hit  flower  ia  the  bioca 

never  more  tn  W  ivkuinated  Srif 

lifeath  of  life.   Her  linn^mug 
fern  soxmenUt  %c^^M  fly  for  ever,  ' 

Gil  WMm^t  opc&wg  luv  laog 

eyes,  her  fiiit  look  was  to  her  ha$Hm 
Bear  EdtiUQttC^  aaltl  sbe,  if  I  did  not 
hold  you  so  much  distressed,  how  sw 
would  tilts  moment  be  to  me!  I  si 
very  soon  behold  my  Clara^  with  a  coi 
tenaace  ea^ressive  of  her  celestial  hap 
ftem  She  teems  to  qaU  me:  Comc^  CO 
to  me,  md  'ti^^^  with  ikmim03m,  1 
husband  shall,  one  day,  meet  thee  be 
But  he  will  remain  on  earth,  till  he  1 
accotn|>ltshed  the  happiness  of  my  dauj 
ter.  Such  is  the  order  of  the  Most  Hig 

it  lim^^  S^nSt 
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glee  ted,  when  I  am  no  more,  Jt  is  my  . 
last  request. 

I  most  sacredly  promise,  he  rcph'ed, 
jthat  you  shall  bq  obeyed.  I  shall  live 
only  to  misery.  I  wish  it.  I  ought,  to 
suffer.  It  will  require  a  series  of  soiTOw; 
to  expiate  thy  death; 

Edmond,  said  slic,  may  weep  for  Mal- 
Vina.  He  ought;  for  no  one  has  ever 
loved  him  as  I  have.  But  let.  not  thy 
heart  be  oppressed  with  any  grief  for  what 
has  passed.  It  is  in  the  name  of  that 
heaven,  which  seems  open  to  receive  me, 
that  I  request  it.  Malvina  will  petition 
the  Father  of  Mercy,  who,  I  hopje,  will 
pardon  all  my  errors,  and  from  Him  she 
will  obtain  thine  also. 

Oh !  thou  celestial  angel,  do  not  yet 
fly  away  from  me,  exclaimed  Edmond,  in 

YOU  IT.  M 


MAM.irUfJU 

^tmupont.  Yet  stay rcn^*MafeMillaH 
uttb  Itqr  fidmond,  bdbre  ao  dtg>J 
pantion.  Not  Edmond,  «t«I^H| 
eternal,  she  replied,  in  the  most  tt 
mated  tone.  I  am  going  to  my  TvAn 
who  is  thy  Fsther — to  my  God ;  a 
vb>  is  aho  tluii&  There  are  nuwy  se: 
hi  hit  cdeitid  ah<Sde.  going 
impkue  one  for  thee;  fetjggcj  w 

I 

.  A  sweet  smile  rested  on  Iier  count 
nance.    She  attempted   once  more 
(ttis  the  luod  of  lier  liiiiNtitf  JUI>i  1^ 
Stint  Caue^  btt^  iliil'ltttiiif  M 
die  only  made  a  sign  to  th^;.  fill 

* 

Edmoud  bent  forward,  to  wmift  1 
breath.    It  yvm  too  late.    It  bad  flan 
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CHAP.  XIV 


'  TH^  UWHAPPT  WEEP  TOGETHER. 

I  SHALL  draw  a  veil  over  the 
mournful  scene  which  ensued.  Experi- 
ence, alone,  can  teach  us  the  depth  and 
€xteht  of  such  woe ;  for  it  is  utterly  im- 
possible to  describe  it.  Hunlan  expres* 
flions  cannot  reacli  so  far;  And,  if  there 
is  any  thing  which  can  increase  it,  it 
must  be,  when  we  are  conscious  of  hav 
ing  contributed  to  shorten  the  existence 

M  9 


of  tSie  bdovcd  ot^gMt  ;  when  this  meiitil 

voice  pursues  us  night  and  day*  tneli^ 
peats  that  we  have  been  the  cliief  cau« 
of  the  misery  w€  expericDce,  Yet,  Ed- 
mmd  diii  itiDt  tiniiute  it:  cntiniy tol#J 
own  fiult;  biti  'in  hh  ^^edpmOM^^ 
MCcmeA  all  nature,  and  cursed  thetw^ 
WDineiii  ipiio$e  detested  plots  had  deceived 
Mtlvini^  aad  ocGBdcmed  thb  &tal  caltQr  i 

When  Frances  was  first  brought  to  him 
in  hopes  that  the  sight  of  her  might 
calm  his  phrensy,  he  turned  his  eyes 
from  her  with  horror;  and,  shuddering, 
cried,  take  her  away  from  me ;  for  there 
has  been  a  fatality  ,  in  the  influence  of 
that  child  which  has  led  my  beloved 
M'ife  to  the  tomb. 


Tlie  unhappy  Edmond,  therefore,  be- 
came the  chief  object  of  Mrs.  St.  Clare  s 
pity  and  attention;  and  her  tender  cares 
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and  solicitudes  were  unremitting.  She 
never  left  him ;  but  seized  every  opportu- 
nity of  recalling  whatever  could  sooth  or 
alleviate  his  grief,  or  pour  the  healing 
balm  of  consolation  to  his  wound.  She 
JQO  longer  beheld  Edmond  as  the  seducer 
of  Louisa,  or  the  volatile  husband  of 
Malvina;  but  as  a  wretched  being,  who 
was  become  tlie  prey  of  sorrow  and  re- 
morse; and  too  miserable,  not  to  make 
her  wish  to  forget  that  he  had  ever  been 
guilty.  Yet,  one  of  Mrs.  St.  Clare's 
principal  inducements  was,  to  recal  him 
to  a  just  value  of  life,  and  bring  him  to 
a  just  sense  of  reason,  that  he  might  re- 
collect, and  be  ready  to  undertake  those 
duties  which  Malvina  b^d  left  him  to  ful- 
fil i  and  her  cares  were  not  fruitless. 

Sir  Edmond  was  so  conscious  that  it 
would  be  some  time  at  least,  before  it 
would  be  posssible  for  him  to  live  with 
Frances,  that  he  was  the  first  to  press 


iM6  mflillil 

Mm*  Si.  Clue%4efimer€^  bf  mgt^ 

take  the  chilli  from  his  sight 
Ideaittt,  kindest  of  frtentts,  said  be,  IcifC 
me;  and  do  uot  any  longer  oppressi  1^ 
^ur  unimriteil  attentions^  a  miserable 

luiil' vimis  mb  in  «  ftHliailkm  %t^.^ffm 

fHutc  them  al  deatmf.Blitol  all  your 
can%  tlierefare,  to  Fmnccs,  as  my  ifal- 
jtpjtt^'  €»tf€d  .]WI^> to  myself,  I  can^ 

^  lalvkia  did  not  require  that  I  should.  If 
she  had,  I  would  obey  her.  Hoxwever^  as 
I  will  always  i>e  a  careful  guardian  to  the 
charge  she  has  left  me,  I  will  accorapaoy 
you  on  horseback  to  your  own  bouse, 
and  then  return  here,  alone. 

At  the  word  *  alone',  his  countenance 
changed,  his  look  became  wild. — ^Alone, 
in  this  retreat,  which  was  chosen  by  love; 
where  Malvina  has  lived  with  me;  where 
she  was  the  source  of  my  felicity;  and 
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where  I  have  lost  her,  and  all  comfort 
has  forsaken  me.  Solitary,  and  alone 
with  her  tomb ;  absorbed  by  my  reflec- 
tions and  my  love. 

Mrs.  St.  Clare,  therefore,  very  readily 
acquiesced  to  Sir  Edmond  s  proposal,  in 
hopes  that  she  might  prevail  upon  him  to 
spend  some  time  with  her,  at  a  distance 
from  that  dismal  habitation,  which  con- 
tained Malvina's  tomb.  It  being  his  owa 
proposal  to  go  with  them,  she  ima« 
gined,  tliat  it  rather  proceeded  fixmi 
a  wish  to  divert  his  melancholy.  At 
least,  she  had  a  right  to  form  siich  afi 
opinion  from  his  formef  character.  But 
glie  was  quite  deceived  in  this  supposition* 
Edmond  was  no  longer  the  same.  His 
vivacity  and  animation  were  quite  ex* 
tinguished  by  gfrief,  and  the  deepest  pe« 
nitence  had  destroyed  all  the  flightiness 
of  his  character;  and,  from  henfcefor'tfa, 
the  whole  universe  to  him  was  confined  iq. 


I 

the  Bwrow  bounds  of  the  col  J  ^mm 
wbich  Goveied  the  mhe^  o£  liis  Jhialviml 

Ai  sooiiy  tbenrfow,  as  lie  bad  coiidiiDifd| 
fences  and  Mrs.  St.  Clare  to  the  nit*; 
ttniuiift^ltttff,  urillicmt  takiiig  leave  of 
if  4ther,  he  4«tiiftieilt   riding  all  tht 

night,  and  arrived  at  day-break  at  bii 
own  house-  His  first  $tcps  were  directed 
la  hitti^  tQii}bb  tiirbadkugloaal||iq[ 
H  v&fi  Aigii  xiMttg,  nf  v&ich  0fi|f *  iim-' 
self  and  Mrs.  St.  Clare  had  a  key,  that 
BO  other  foot  might  propliane  or  sully  the 
sacred  spot.  But,  as  he  now  approached 
it,  he  heard  a  slight  noise  within  it  He 
shuddered,  and  trembled  through  every 
nerve.  His  pulses  throbbed  with  such 
violence,  that  he  could  not  proceed.  He 
did  not  place  any  faith  in  supernatural 
appearances.  He  did  not  hope  for  such 
a  thing.  He  had  seen  his  ]\Ialvina  life- 
less, and  beheld  her  laid  in  the  cold 
grave,  which  was  but  a  few  paces  from 
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Iiim.    He  was  perfectly  conscious  of  all 
this ;  yet/  his  agitated  imagination  trans- 
ported him  to  that  first  moment  when  he 
had  fancied  she  was  no  more,  and  yet 
heard  her  voice  in  that  very  spot  He 
drew  nearer,,  and  very  distinctly  heard 
both  sighs  and  weeping.    Yet,  he  knew 
that  it  was  impossible  for  any  one  to  get 
over  the  palisade ;  and  the  door  heing 
carefully  locked,  and  Mrs.  St.  Clare  ab- 
sent, he  did  not  know  what  to  conclude; 
his  agitation  was  uncommon;  and  his 
fancy  pictured  a  thousand  vague  conceits.' 
He  at  last  entered  in  a  violent  perturba* 
tion,  and,  by  the  yet  feeble  dawn,  he 
perceived  the  figure  of  a  man  prostrate 
upon  the  earth ;  whose  vestments  appeared 
in  disorder,  and  whose  hair  was  wet  with 
the  cold  dew  of  night.    In  a  moment, 
all  his  ideal  phantoms  were  vanished,  and 
he  was  nearly  as  much  struck  as  if  he  had 
lost  Malvioa  a  second  time,  and  his 
MS 


Oh!  c 
hold  her, 

>ou  Jiave 
'"e,  thath 

You  Iiav( 
^'^th  cool 
i-'-asoii  to  ca 

stroke  t 
Vet. 


light.  Thou,  who  wast  her  friend,  load 
me  with  reproaches  and  invectives.  I 
will  endure  them  all ;  for  they  will  be  in- 
finitely less  than  those  of  my  own  hearts  * 

Mr.  Prior  was  struck  with  pity  at  thiff* 
sight  of  such  heart^felt  Woe.  He  sjncetd/' 
repented  of  what  he  had  said;  and,  rais^ 
ing  his  hands  to  heaven.  Oh!  Malvitiii;* 
cried  he,  forgive  me,  if  I  have  in  my 
heart  been*  tempted  to  curse  the  man  on 
whom  thou  hast  bestowed  thy  blessing* 
At  thy  tomb,  I  retract  all  that  I  have- 
said  or  thought  injurious  to  him-.  And 
thou,  unhappy  being!  since  Malvina  is 
yet  dear  to  thee ;  since  thy  tears  are  those' 
\c£  contriti(Mi,  calm  thy  despair;  for  the 
band  which  united  thee,  is  not  brok* 
cn.  You  will  again  meet  her  in  those 
ethereal  regions,  where  she  now  awaits 
you ;  there  to  enjoy,  to  all  eternity,  the 
pure  delights  of  that  union  which  I  had 
ratified  on  earth* 


^  f*M*JlNo^  said  Edmond,  all  hopcsrf 
^At  Oft^ure  aie  fled  from  my  heai Ttei  i 
cruel  Ifiatid, , wl^c^  hu  q(u9|p«4  Ultt  fiiiij 

dciU«gr^  those  days  offdicity  tbat  kaidq 
heaven  perhaps  had  destined  her  to  enj^y , 
ought  (qx  ever  to  be  bai|4||ied  from  Iier 
BjghXf    iU^yp^  viute  the 

Do  not  endeavour,  said  Mr.  Prior,  to 
penetrate  into  what  fate  heaven  might 
have  intended  her,  provided  she  bad 
lived.  Ptrhaps,  her  lot  might  have  been 
sorrow  and  suffering;  for,  how  often 
ought  we  to  esteem  an  early  death  the 
first  blessing  of  heaven ?  Who,  alas!  c;an 
tell  what  is  best  for  man  ?  ^^e  days  of 
his  vanity  pass  away  like  a  vapour. 

Ah  !  Mr.  Prior,  but  can  you  imaging 
that  the  idea  of  an  uncertain  evil  can 
co\\%^U  Tvve  for  the  miseiy  I  suffer? 


malviita;  853 

No!  my  friend,  it  will  not  console; 
but  it  may  teach  you  to  bow,  with  resign  . 
nation,  to  the  all-wise  decrees  of  Provi- 
dence^ whose  wisdom  we  cannot  pretend 
to  investigate.  If  God  does  not  please  to 
grant  you  comfort  under  your  affliction, 
it  is  only  that  it  may  render  you  more 
estimable.  Ever  may  you  retain  your  sor- 
rows! but  do  not  let  them  enfeeble  you* 
60  far,  as  to  lose  the  desire  of  rectifying 
your  former  errors,  by  the  performance 
of  such  virtuous  actions  as  will  render* 
you  worthy  of  the  angel  whom  you  love. 
The  waves  of  eternity  daily  roll  towards 
us,  and  will  soon  overwhelm  us  in  its  « 
abyss,  and  would  leave  no  vestige  of  our 
existence,  if  it  was  not  destined  that  hap- 
piness was  to  be  the  lot  of  the  just,  and 
misery  that  of  the  wicked.  Therefore, 
you  have  only  to  encourage  such  actions, 
as  may  permit  you  to  wait  without  fear. 


Ah !  Mr.  Prior,  when  I  lost  Malvin^ 


ei4  uA%rmM 

had  I  possessed  the  virtues  of  the  i^lmle 
imivcrsej  Uiey  could  not  have  ilttrcd 
t^y  destiay.  My  lieart  is  dead  to  aU  coa- 
^htami^ .  lifiaiiiurt,  i  do  not  niih  mmk 

I  me-    But,  u  hatever  may  be  my  anguish, 
ray  despair,  yet,  1  do  not  wish  to  die. 

ance.  To  die,  would  only  be  the  expi- 
ation of  a  momrat;  but,  to  endure  what 
I  suffer,  it  will  render  the  time  I  may  live 
an  age. 

I  will  not  leave  you,  Sir  Ed  m on  d,  said 
Mr.  Prior,  much  affected.  I  will  devote 
all  my  time  and  attention  to  you,  if  you 
will  permit  me,  that  I  may  recal  peace  to 
your  dejected  mind.  Malvina  may  be 
pleased,  that  her  friend  should  undertake 
the  pious  office  of  endeavooring  to  be  tb€ 
comforter  of  the  husband  she  loves. 
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No  I  Mr.  Prior;  though  I  am  senable 
of  the  kindness  of  your  intention,  yet, 
as  Malrina  has  left  me  solitary  and  adon^ 
I  wHi  remain  so.  Leave  me.  Your  ge- 
nerosity oppresses  me.  I  only  wish  to 
behold  what  will  increase,  rather  than 
diminish  my  grief.  I  only  wiidi  t0  dwell 
near  her  tomb,  and  its'  congenial  gloom. 
Go,  then.  Malvina  will  be  more  grati- 
fied by  your  attention  to  my  little  charge. 
Bestow  all  your  cares  upon  her.  Form 
ber  mind  to  all  those  excellences  her  mo- 
ther possessed  in  so  eminent  a  degree, 
that  she  may  be  a  copy  of  her  whose 
death  she  in  some  measure  contributed 
to.  I  do  not  wish  to  see  her  aguim- 
No !  Take  her  far,  far  from  me.  Yel^ 
tfell  her,  that  she  is  inestimably  dear  to 
me;  that  I  would  sacrifice  my  life  a  thou- 
sand times  for  her.  Yes !  Go.  Leave 
me,  continued  he,  with  wildness  in  hi$ 
expression.  Why  did  you  come  here? 
No  one,  but  myself,  has  a  right  to  shed 


for  that  1 
Bo  not, 

^'•''11  iuivi 
^"'uute  tc 
<-'H'iit.  r, 
sacred,  an 
"^ysclt;  as 
jealous  ( 
'lot  wish 
Jnournf'u]  p 
iomb.  Go  1 

^Ir.  Prior 
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Vrances.  Happy  to  have  it  in  his  power 
to  obey  auy  wish  of  hers  after  hei  death, 
he  vowed  never  to  leave  the  child ;  and, 
in  little  more  than  a  year  after,  Mrs. 
St.  Clare,  having  lost  her  father,  deter- 
mined, after  obtaining  Sir  Edmond's  and 
Lord  Sherridan's  permission,  to  |^o  to 
Lisbon,  that  she  migh^  *  by  that  means> 
gain  a  little  more  liberty  for  her  melan- 
choly sister,  by  taking  her  from  a  coun- 
try, where  she  was  known;  and  Mn 
Prior  accepted  the  proposal  of  attending 
them,  with  pleasure. 

The  mournful  particulars  of  Malvina's 
death,  and  Sir  Edmond's  despair,  were 
for  some  time  the  conversation  of  all 
Edinburgh.  Every  tear  which  was  drop- 
ped to -their  memory,  was  also  a  reproach 
to  Mrs.  Burton.  She,  therefore,  determined 
to  avoid  them,  by  returning  to  her  cas- 
tle, amid  the  mountains.  Biit,  on  her 
arrival  there,  the  first  words  she  heard 


from  the  poor  aod  the  unfartaiitl^  iiirt 

inqulritJi  tbi  Kdinoiid  and  Malvina,  The 
beuediciiom  wblcU  were  couf^rml  u|Min 

4^tr^d  tmoittiut.  lo  ^aiv  #1  At 
to  fly  trum  Jpnelfi  iier  odfl* 

science  tbllou  cd  Iter  evm'  wliere*  Sht 
coLiUl  no  longer  enjoy  tranquillity  or  rt- 
|io»e*    She  lived  iu  continual  fear,  md 

mentally  repeated,  the  triumph  of  the 
wicked  is  of  short  duration,  and  the  joys 
of  the  deceitful  continue  but  for  a  mo- 
ment. Iler  soul,  tormented  from  every 
mental  and  visual  cause,  and  the  cer- 
tainty of  having  entirely  lost  that  exalted 
reputation,  which,  she  vainly  imaginedi 
she  had  so  lastingly  acquired ;  attended 
by  the  mortification  of  no  longer  seeing 
herself  surrounded  by  flatterers,  who  paid 
her  adulation,  at  llie  same  time  that  they 
despi^d  her;  plunged  her,  from  thi& 
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concatenation,  into  a  gloomy  state  of 
mind,  which  consumed .  her  by  degrees, 
and  conducted  her  to  the  grave.  On 
finding  her  end  approaching,  she  looked 
round  her;  and  the  retrospect  of  the  past 
produced  only  regret,  and  the  most 
dreadful  fears  alarmed  her  for  the  future. 
She,  therefore,  gained  neither  consolation 
from  reflecting  on  what  she  had  done, 
nor  in  the  destiny  which  awaited  her.  Be- 
tween the  world,  which  was  vanishing 
from  her  view,  and  that  awfnl  eternity, 
which  she  was  on  the  verge  of  entering, 
she  trembled  at  the  idea  of  both  the  one 
and  the  other,  and  could  have  wished  to' 
disappear  as  a  shadow  from  the  contempt 
of  that  world  she  was  leaving,  and  the 
judgment  of  that  she  was  on  the  point  of 
approaching.  Though  anxiously  wishing 
to  obtain  Sir  £dmond*s  forgiveness,  yet 
she  would  not  humiliate  herself,  by  re- 
questing his  attendance.  She,  therefore, 
contiiHied,'  to  her  latest  hour,  the  rictim 


•set  M^cwatm^ 

to  that  vanity  m'hieh  had  ever  bcoi  W 
iUoI»  anvi  diedi  without  allowing  hewtf  i 
Itf  toe  far  tbal  pwdiiiit  wbidi  woidd  bifi 
pveil  tmiqiiitti^  "I 

1^  Mrs.  Ft n wick  continued  to  shine  mxh 
ift  much  iciai  as  ever  in  the  world,  le- 
lygnmg  herself  a^ith  impunity  to  txay 

fip^,  We  might  *1ie  teaipled  to  sup* 

pose,  that  the  divine  vengeance  had  for*  < 
got  her.  But,  though  it  may  be  delayed 
for  a  time,  such  are  not  always  suffered 
to  escape ;  and  the  justice  of  heaven  is 
only  suspended,  until  the  moment  ar- 
rives, when  it  may  overtake,  and  strike 
with  more  certainty.  She  will  certainly, 
one  day,  meet  M'ith  h^r  punishment; 
perhaps,  from  the  hands  of  those,  whose 
misery  she  has  occasioned. 


In  vain  did  the  solicitations  of  friend- 
ship, and  all  the  seductions  of  the  world, 
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endeavour  to  tempt  Sir  Edmond  from  his 
retreat.  Nothing  could  prevail  on  him 
to  leave  the  sight  of  that  tomb  which 
contained  his  beloved  wife.  It  is  natural 
to  imagine,  that  his  sorrows,  from  time, 
became  less  poignant ;  but,  then,  he  was 
habituated  to  them ;  and  a  long  endur- 
ance of  grief  and  suflering  deprives  the 
mind  of  the  power  of  enjoying,  or  even 
wishing  for,  any  pleasure.  Thus,  the 
volatile,  though  at  last  amiable,  £d* 
niond  ever  remained  thoughtful  and  me- 
lancholy, supporting  a  languishing  ex- 
istence, and  enveloped  by  an  unconquer- 
able grief,  to  that  moment,  when,  ac* 
cording  to  Malvina  s  words,  after  having 
sacrificed  more  than  his  life  for  Frances, 
he  felt  conscious  that  he  was  worthy  of 
going  to  meet  the  only  woman  whom  he 
liad  ever  loved  upon  earth. 

THE  END. 
P9lntid  Ij  C,  %tfrmr^  CUrUi  Strttt,  B^nm  Gsrdmi.  \ 
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